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INTRODUCTION 

TO 

THE  TALISMAN. 


FuE  **  Betrothed*'  did  not  greatly  please  one 
or  two  friends,  who  thought  that  it  did  not 
well  correspond  to  the  general  title  of  **  The 
Crusaders."  They  urged,  therefore,  that,  with- 
out direct  allusion  to  the  manners  of  the  East- 
ern tribes,  and  to  the  romantic  conflicts  of 
the  period,  the  title  of  a  "  Tale  of  the  Cru- 
saders" would  resemble  the  playbill,  which 
is  said  to  have  announced  the  tragedy  of 
Hamlet,  the  character  of  the  Prince  of  Den- 
mark being  left  out.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
felt  the  difficulty  of  giving  a  vivid  picture  of  a 
part  of  the  world  with  which  I  was  almost 
totally  unacquainted,  unless  by  early  recollec- 
tions of  the  Arabian  Nights'  Entertainments ; 
and  not  only  did  I  labour  under  the  incapaci- 
ty of  Ignorance,  in  which,  as  far  as  regards 
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Eastern  manners,  I  was  as  thickly  wrapped 
as  an  Egyptian  in  his  fog;  but  my  contem- 
poraries were,  many  of  them,  as  much  enlight- 
ened upon  the  subject,  as  if  they  had  been 
inhabitants  of  the  favoured  land  of  Goshen* 
The  love  of  travelling  had  pervaded  all  ranks, 
and  carried  the  subjects  of  Britain  into  all 
quarters  of  the  world.  Greece,  so  attractive 
by  its  remains  of  art,  by  its  struggles  for  free- 
dom against  a  Mahomedan  tyrant,  by  its  very 
name,  where  every  fountain  had  its  classical 
legend ; — ^Palestine,  endeared  to  the  ima^^na^ 
tion  by  yet  more  sacred  remembrances,  had 
been  of  late  surveyed  by  British  eyes,  and  de- 
scribed by  recent  travellers.  Had  I,  therefore, 
attempted  the  difficult  task  of  substituting 
manners  of  my  own  invention,  instead  of  the 
genuine  costume  of  the  East,  almost  every  tra- 
veller I  met,  who  had  extended  his  route  be- 
yond wliat  was  anciently  called  ^^  The  Grand 
Tour,"  had  acquired  a  right,  by  ocular  inspec- 
tion, to  chastise  me  for  my  presumptionu  Every 
member  of  the  Travellers*  Club,  who  could  pre- 
tend to  have  thrown  his  shoe  over  Edom,  was, 
by  having  done  so,  constituted  my  lawful  critic 
and  corrector.  It  occurred,  therefore,  that 
where  the  author  of  Anastasius,  as  well  as  he 
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of  Hadji  Babfi,  had  deoerabed  llie  mannert 
and  vices  of  tbe  Eaatam  natiofiB,  aot  only  with 
fidelity,  but  with  the  humonr  of  Le  Sage  and 
die  ludifinnia  power  of  Fielding  himself,  one 
who  was  a  perfeot  stranger  to  the  subject 
must  necessarily  produce  an  un&vourable  con- 
trast. The  Poet  liamreate  also,  in  the  charming 
tale  of  **  ThaJaba,"  had  shown  how  extensive 
migjbl  be  the  reaeardies  of  a  person  of  acquire- 
ments and  tident,  by  dint  of  investigation  alone, 
into  the  axident  doctrines,  histc»ry,  and  man- 
aera  of  the  Eastern  countries,  in  which  we  are 
{nx>hably  tolook  for  die  cradle  of  mankind ; 
Moore,  in  his  ^  Lalla  Bookh,''  had  successfully 
trod  die  same  path;  in  which,  too,  Byron, 
joining  ocular  eiqierienee  to  extensive  reading, 
had  written  some  of  his  most  attractive  poems. 
Inaword,  theEastem  themes  had  been  already 
so  suoeesslully  handled  by  diose  who  w^e  ac- 
knowledged to  be  nmsters  of  their  craft,  that  I 
was  diffid^^  of  makii^  the  attempt 

These  were  powerM  objections,  nor  did  they 
loae  force  when  they  became  the  subject  of 
anxious  reflection,  although  they  did  not  finally 
prevail.  The  arguments  on  the  odier  side  were, 
that  though  I  had  no  hope  of  rivalling  the  con- 
temporaries whom  I  have  mentioned,  yet  it  oo- 
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eurred  to  me  as  possible  to  acquit  myself  of 
the  task  I  was  engaged  in,  without  entering 
into  competition  with  them.  . 

The  period  relating  more  immediately  to  the 
Crusades  which  I  at  last  fixed  upon,  was  that 
at  which  the  warlike  character  of  Bicfaard  I., 
wild  and  generous,  a  pattern  of  chivalryy  with 
all  its  ejctravagant  virtues,  and  its  no  less  ab- 
surd errors,  was  opposed  to  that  of  Saladin,  in 
which  the  Christian  and  English  monarch 
showed  all  the  cruelty  and  violence  of  an  East- 
em  sultan;  and  Saladin,  on  the  other  hand, 
displayed  the  deep  policy  and  prudence  of  a 
]EIuropean  sovereign,  whilst  each  contended 
which  should  excel  the  other  in  the  knightly 
qualities  of  bravery  and  generosity.  This  sin-* 
gular  contrast  afforded,  as  the  author  concei- 
ved, materials  for  a  work  of  fiction,  possessing 
peculiar  interest.  One  of  the  inferior  charac- 
ters introduced,  was  a  supposed  relation  of 
Richard  Goeur  de  Lion ;  a  violation  of  the  truth 
of  history,  which  gave  offence  to  Mr  Mills,  the 
Author  of  the  History  of  Chivalry  and  the 
Crusades,  who  was  not,  it  may  be  presumed, 
aware  that  romantic  fiction  naturally  includes 
the  power  of  such  invention,  which  is  indeed 
one  of  the  requisites  of  the  art. 
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Prince  David  of  Scotland,  who  was  actually 
in  the  host,  and  was  the  hero  of  some  very 
romantic  adventures  on  his  way  home,  was 
also  pressed  into  my  service,  and  constitutes 
one  of  my  dramatis  persona. 

It  is  true  I  had  already  brought  upon  the 
field  Him  of  the  lion  heart.  But  it  was  in  a 
more  private  capacity  than  he  was  here  to  be 
exhibited  in  the  Talisman ;  then  as  a  disguised 
knight,  now  in  the  avowed  character  of  a  con- 
quering monarch;  so  that  I  doubted  not  a 
name  so  dear  to  Englishmen  as  that  of  King 
Richard  I.  might  contribute  to  their  amuse- 
ment for  more  than  once. 

I  had  access  to  all  which  antiquity  believed, 
whether  of  reality  or  fable,  on  the  subject  of 
that  magnificent  warrior,  who  was  the  proudest 
boast  of  Europe  and  their  chivalry,  and  with 
whose  dreadful  name  the  Saracens,  accord- 
ing to  a  historian  of  their  own  country,  were 
went  to  rebuke  their  startled  horses*  ^^  Do  you 
think,*'  said  they,  ^^  that  King  Richard  is  on 
the  track,  that  you  stray  so  wildly  from  it  ?" 
The  most  curious  register  of  the  history  of 
King  Richard,  is  an  ancient  romance,  transla- 
ted  ori^nally  from  the  Norman ;  and  at  first 
certainly  having  a  pretence  to  be  termed  a 
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work  of  chiyalry,  but  latterly  beoomuig  spiffed 
wiUi  the  moBt  ^stomshing  and'  monstrous  fa^ 
Ues.  Th^e  is  perhaps  no  metrical  romancse 
upon  reetncd,  whare^  along  with  cwamm  and 
genuine  history,  are  mingled  more  abaund  and 
exaggerated  incidents.  We  have  placed  in  the 
Appendix  to  this  Introdu^on,  the  passage  of 
the  romance  in  which  Richard  figures  a»  an 
Ogre,  or  literal  canmbaL-^(Appcedix,  p«  lev.) 

A  principal  incident  in  &e  story,  is  tha4  from 
which  the  title  is  derived.  Of  all  people  who 
ever  lived,  the  Persians  were  perhaps  most 
remarkable  for  their  unshaken  credulity  in 
amulets,  speUs,  periapts,  and  similar  charms, 
framed,  it  was  said,  under  the  influence  of 
particular  planets,  and  bestowing  high  medi- 
cal powers,  as  weU  as  the  means  of  advancing 
men's  fortunes  in  various  manners.  A  story 
of  this  kind,  relating  to  a  Crusader  of  emi- 
n^ice,  is  ofW  tdd  in  the  west  of  Scotland, 
and  the  relic  alluded  to  is  still  in  existence, 
and  even  yet  held  in  veneration. 

Sir  Simon  Lockhart  of  Lee  and  Cartknd 
made  a  considerable  figure  in  the  reigns  of 
Robert  the  Bruce  and  of  his  son  David.  He 
was  one  of  the  chief  of  that  band  of  Scottish 
chivalry,  who  affcom^panied  James,  the  Good 
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Lord  Douglas,  on  his  expedition  to  the  Holy 
Land,  with  the  heart  of  King  Robert  Bmoe. 
Donglas,  impatient  to  get  at  the  Saiaeen%  en« 
tered  into  war  with  diose  of  Spain,  and  was 
killed  there.  Lockhart  inM>eeeded  to  the  Holy 
Land  with  such  Seottish  knights  as  had  esci^ 
ped  the  fate  of  th^  leader,  and  assisted  for 
some  time  in  the  wars  against  the  Saracens. 

The  f<dIowii^  adven^tre  is  said  by  tradition 
to  hsLYe  befallen  him  :**- 

He  made  prisoner  in  battie  an  Emir  of 
e<msid^raUe  wealth  and  cimsequence.  The 
aged  mother  of  the  captive  came  to  the  Chrifl- 
tian  camp,  to  redeem  her  son  from  his  state 
of  captivity.  Lockhart  is  said  to  have  fixed 
the  price  at  which  his  priN>ner  should  ran- 
som himself;  and  the  lady,  pulling  oat  a 
large  embroidered  purse,  proceeded  to  tell 
down  the  ransom,  like  a  mother  who  pays  lit- 
tle respect  to  gold  in  comparis<m  of  her  son's 
liberty.  In  this  operation,  a  pebble  inserted  in 
a  coin,  some  say  of  the  Lower  Empire,  fell  out 
of  the  purse,  and  the  Saracen  matron  testified 
so  much  haste  to  recover  it,  as  gave  the  Scot- 
tish knight  a  high  idea  of  its  value,  when  com- 
pared with  gold  or  sUver.  ^^  I  will  not  con- 
srat,''  he  said,  ^^  to  grant  your  son's  liberty. 
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unless  that  amulet  be  added  to  his  ransom.'^ 
The  lady  not  only  consented  to  this,  but  ex^ 
plained  to  Sir  Simon  Lockhart  the  mode  in 
which  the  Talisman  was  to  be  used,  and  the 
uses  to  which  it  might  be  put.  The  water  in 
which  it  was  dipt  operated  as  a  styptic,  as  a 
febrifuge,  and  possessed  several  other  proper- 
ties as  a  medical  talisman. 

Sir  Simon  Lockhart,  after  much  experience 
of  the  wonders  which  it  wrought,  brought  it 
to  his  own  country,  and  left  it  to  his  heirs,  by 
whom,  and  by  Clydesdale  in  general,  it  was, 
and  is  still,  distinguished  by  the  name  of  the 
Lee-penny,  from  the  name  of  his  native  seat  oi 
JLee. 

The  most  remarkable  part  of  its  history,  per- 
haps, was,  that  it  so  especially  escaped  con- 
denmation  when  the  Church  of  Scotland  chose 
to  impeach  many  other  cures  which  savoured  of 
the  miraculous,  as  occasioned  by  sorcery,  and 
censured  the  appeal  to  them,  "  excepting  only 
that  to  the  amulet,  called  the  Lee-penny,  to 
which  it  had  pleased  God  to  annex  certain 
healing  virtues  which  the  Church  did  not  pre- 
sume to  condemn.'*  It  still,  as  has  been  said, 
exists,  and  its  powers  are  sometimes  resorted 
to.     Of  late,  they  have  bsen  chiefly  restricted 
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lo  the  cure  of  persons  bitten  by  mad  dogs ;  and 
as  the  illness  in  such  cases  frequently  arises 
from  imagination,  there  can  be  no  reason  for 
doubting  that  water  which  has  been  poured  on 
the  Lee-penny  furnishes  a  congenial  cure. 

Such  is  the  tradition  concerning  the  Talis- 
man, which  the  author  has  iaken  the  liberty 
to  vary  in  applying  it  to  his  own  purposes. 

Considerable  liberties  have  also  been  taken 
witli  the  truth  of  history,  both  with  respect  to 
Conrade  of  Montserrat's  life,  as  well  as  his 
death.  That  Conrade,  however,  was  reckoned 
the  enemy  of  Bichord,  is  agreed  both  in  history 
and  romance.  The  general  opinion  of  die 
terms  upon  which  they  stood,  may  be  guessed 
from  the  proposal  of  die  Saracens,  that  the 
Marquis  of  Montserrat  should  be  invested 
with  certain  parts  of  Syria,  which  they  were 
to  yield  to  the  Christians.  Richard,  accord- 
ing to  the  romance  which  bears  his  name, 
^^  could  no  longer  repress  his  fury.  The  Mar- 
quis, he  said,  was  a  traitor,  who  had  robbed 
the  Knights  Hospitallers  of  sixty  thousand 
pounds,  the  present  of  his  father,  Henry ;  that 
he  was  a  renegade,  whose  treachery  had  occa- 
sioned the  loss  of  Acre ;  and  he  concluded  by 
a  solemn  oath,  that  he  would  cause  him  to  be 
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drawn  to  pieces  by  wild  horses,  if  he  should 
ever  venture  to  pollute  the  Christian  camp  by 
his  presence.  Philip  attempted  to  intercede 
in  favour  of  the  Marquis,  and  throwing  down 
his  glove,  offered  to  become  a  pledge  for  his 
fidelity  to  the  Christians ;  but  his  ofier  was 
rejected,  and  he  was  obliged  to  give  way  to 
Richard's  impetuosityr^-^flMftwy  of  Chivalry. 

Conrade  oi  Montsarrat  makes  a  consider- 
able figure  in  those  wars,  and  was  at  length 
put  to  d^th  by  one  of  the  followers  of  the 
Scheik,  or  Old  Man  of  the  Mountain ;  nor  did 
Richard  remain  free  of  the  suspicion  of  having 
instigated  his  death. 

It  may  be  said,  in  general,  that  most  of  the 
incidents  introduced  in  the  following  tale  are 
fictitious;  and  that  reality,  where  it  exists^  is 
4»nly  retained  in  the  characters  of  the  piece. 


ABBOT«roail| 

Igt  Jufy,  1882 
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While  warring  m  the  Holy  Land»  Richard  was 
seiaed  with  an  ague* 

The  best  leeches  of  the  camp  were  imaUe  to 
effect  the  core  of  the  King^s  disease ;  bat  the  pray ers 
of  the  army  were  more  snccessfoL  His  became 
ccmralescenty  and  the  first  symptom  of  his  recovery 
was  a  Tiolont  longing  for  poric.  Bat  p<»k  was  not 
likely  to  be'  plentifol  in  a  country  whose  inhabitants 
had  an  abhorrence  for  swine's  flesh ;  and 

■   « thtngh  his  mMi  lUiild  be  haiifed* 
They  ne  might,  ia  that  ooutrdj » 
For  gold,  ne  eilyer,  ae  ao  bmob^, 
No  po^  find,  take^  ne  get, 
That  King  aidiard  might  aught  of  eat. 
An  old  knight  idth  Richard  hiding. 
When  he  heard  of  that  tiding 
That  the  kingii  wanty  were  twych^ 
To  the  steward  he  qpake  priTyliohe-^ 
«  Our  lord  the  Idng  aore  is  dd^  I  wif. 
Alter  pordc  he  alonged  is  ; 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Xiv  APPENDIX  TO 

Ye  may  none  find  to  geDe; 

No  man  be  hardy  him  so  to  telle! 

If  he  did  he  might  die. 

Now  behoTes  to  done  as  1  shall  lay, 

Tho'  he  wete  nought  of  that. 

Take  a  Saracen,  young  and  iat| 

In  haste  let  the  thief  be  slain. 

Opened,  and  his  skin  off  flayn ; 

And  sodden  lull  hastily. 

With  powder  and  with  spicery, 

And  with  saffron  of  good  oolotir. 

When  the  Idng  feels  thereof  saToikr, 

Out  of  ague  if  he  be  went, 

He  shall  have  thereto  good  taldnt. 

When  he  has  a  good  taste. 

And  eaten  well  a  good  repast, 

And  supped  of  the  brewis*  a  sup, 

Slept  after  and  swet  a  drop, 

Through  Groddis  help  and  my  counsail, 

Soon  he  shall  be  fresh  and  haiL* 

The  sooth  to  say,  at  wordes  few, 

SUin  and  sodden  was  the  heathen  shrew. 

Before  the  king  it  was  forth  brought : 

Quod  his  meq, '  Lord,  we  have  pork  sought 

Eates  and  sups  of  the  brewis  soote,f 

Thorough  grace  of  God  it  shall  be  your  boot. 

Before  Ki^  Richard  carff  a  knight. 

He  ate  faster  than  he  carve  might. 

The  king  ate  the  flesh  and  gnettf\  the  bones. 

And  drank  well  after  for  the  nonce. 

And  when  he  had  eaten  enough, 

His  folk  hem  turned  away,  and  lough*^ 

He  lay  still  and  drew  in  his  arm ; 

His  chamberlain  him  wrapped  warm. 

He  lay  and  slept,  and  swet  a  stpund. 

And  became  whole  and  sound. 

King  Richard  dad  him  and  arose^ 

And  walked  abouten  in  the  dose." 

An  attack  of  the  Saracens  was  repelled  by  Ri- 

^Broth.  f  Sweec  t  Unawed.  \  laughed. 
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diard  in  person,  the  consequence  of  wliich  is  told 

in  the  following  lines. 

«  When  King  RScbard  had  retted  a  whyle, 
A  knight  his  arms  *gan  onlac^ 
Him  t»  comfort  and  soUoe. 
Him  was  brought  a  m^  in  wine. 

*  The  head  of  that  ilke  twine^ 
That  I  of  ate !'  (the  cook  he  bade,) 

<  For  feeUe  I  am,  and  fiiist  and  mad. 
Of  mine  evil  now  I  am  fear ; 
Serve  me  therewith  at  my  soupere !' 
Qnod  the  cook,  <  That  head  I  ne  have.' 
Then  laid  the  king,  <  So  God  ma  aiive^ 
But  I  see  the  head  of  that  swine^ 
For  800th,  thou  shalt  lesen  thine  V 
The  oook  saw  none  otiier  might  be ; 
He  fet  the  head  and  let  him  see. 
He  feli  on  knees,  and  made  a  cry— 

*  liO,  here  the  head !  my  Lord,  msgeff 

The  cook  had  certainly  some  reason  to  fear  that 
la»  master  would  be  struck  with  horror  at  the 
recollection  of  the  dreadful  banquet  to  whidi  he 
owed  his  recovery,  but  hb  fears  were  soon  dissi* 
pated. 

*'  The  swarte  vii*  when  the  king  seetli. 

His  Uack  beard  and  white  teeth. 

How  his  lippes  grinned  wide, 

<  What  devil  is  tliis?*  the  khig  cried. 

And  gan  to  laugh  as  he  were  woda 

'  What !  is  Saracen's  flesh  thus  goad^ 

That,  never  erst  I  nought  wist ! 

By  God's  death  and  his  uprist. 

Shall  we  never  die  for  d^anlt, 

While  we  may  in  any  assault, 

Slee  Saracens,  the  flesh  may  take^ 

Aad  seetlien  and  reaaten  and  do  hm  bake, 

*  Black  face. 

VOL    XXXVIII.  & 
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[And]  Gnawen  her  flesh  to  th^  bcmea ! 

Now  I  faaye  it  proyed  once^ 

For  hanger  ere  I  be  wo,' 

I  and  my  folk  shall  eat  mo  r  ** 

The  besieged  now  o£Fered  to  surrender,  upon 
conditions  of  safety  to  the  inhabitants ;  while  all  the 
public  treasure,  military  machines,  and  arms,  were 
delivered  to  the  victors,  together  with  the  further 
ransom  of  one  hundred  thousand  bizants.  After 
this  capitulation,  the  following  extraordinary  scene 
took  place.  We  shall  give  it  in  the  words  of  the 
humorous  and  amiable  George  Ellis,  the  collector 
and  the  editor  of  these  Romances. 

<<  Though  the  garrison  had  faithfully  performed 
the  other  articles  of  their  contract,  they  were  unable 
to  restore  the  cross,  which  was  not  in  their  pos- 
session, and  were  therefore  treated  by  the  Chris- 
tians with  great  cruelty.  Daily  reports  of  their 
i^ufPerings  were  carried  to  Saladin ;  and  as  many  of 
them  were  persons  of  the  highest  distinction,  that 
monarch,  at  the  solicitation  of  their  friends,  dis- 
patched an  embassy  to  King  Richard  with  magni- 
ficent presents,  which  he  o£Fered  for  the  ransom  of 
the  captives.  The  ambassadors  were  persons  the 
most  respectable  from  their  age,  their'  rank,  and 
their  eloquence.  They  delivered  their  message  in 
terms  of  the  utmost  humility,  and  without  arraign- 
ing the  justice  of  the  conqueror  in  his  severe  treat- 
ment of  their  countrymen,  only  solicited  a  period 
to  that  severity,  laying  at  his  feet  the  treasures 
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with  which  they  were  introsted,  and  pledgbg  them- 
•elves  and  their  master  for  the  payment  of  any  fur- 
ther sums  which  he  might  demand  as  the  price  of 
nercy. 

*'  King  Riehard  wgtikt  with  wordei  mild, 
<  The  gold  to  take,  God  me  shield ! 
Among  jcta  partes*  ereiy  charge. 
I  hronght  in  shlppet  and  in  barge^ 
More  gold  and  silTer  with  me, 
Than  has  your  lord,  and  swilke  three 
To  his  treasure  have  I  no  need ! 
But  for  my  lore  I  you  bid. 
To  meat  with  me  that  ye  dwell ; 
And  afterward  I  shall  you  tdL 
Thorough  oonnsd  I  shall  ysa  answer, 
What  6o<^  ye  shall  to  your  Wrd  bear.' 

<<  The  invitation  was  gratefully  accepted.  lUcfaardt 
in  the  meantime,  gare  secret  orders  to  his  mar* 
shal  that  he  should  repair  to  the  prison,  select  a 
certain  number  of  the  most  distinguished  captives, 
and,  after  carefoUy  noting  their  names  on  a  roll  of 
parchment,  cause  their  heads  to  be  instantly  struck 
o£F;  that  these  heads  shoulpl  be  delivered  to  the 
cook  with  instructions  to  dear  away  the  hair,  and, 
after  boiling  them  in  a  caldron,  to  distribute  them 
on  several  platters,  one  to  each  guest,  observing  to 
fasten  pn  the  forehead  of  each  the  piece  of  parch- 
ment  expressing  the  name  and  family  of  the  victim 

'*  *  An  hot  head  bring  me  befom« 
As  I  were  well  apayed  withaD, 
Eat  thereof  fast  1  shall; 
•  DIflde.  f  Message. 
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At  it  wo-e  a  tender  ohklE, 

To  see  how  the  others  will  lik«.' 

<<  This  horrible  order  wm  punctually  «zeented« 
At  noon  the  guests  were  summoned  to  wash  by  the 
music  of  the  waits ;  the  king  tciok  his  seat,  attend- 
ed by  the  principal  officers  of  his  court,  at  the  high 
table,  and  the  rest  of  the  company  were  marshalled 
at  a  long  table  below  him.  On  the  cloth  were  placed 
portions  of  salt  at  the  usual  distances,  but  neither 
bread,  wine,  nor  water.  The  ambassadors,  rather 
surprised  at  this  omission,  but  still  free  from  appre- 
hension, awaited  in  silence  the  arrival  of  the  din- 
ner, which  was  announced  by  the  sound  of  pipes, 
trumpets,  and  taboors ;  and  beheld,  with  horror 
and  dismay,  the  uanattiral  banquet  introduced  by 
the  steward  and  his  officers.  Yet  their  sentiments 
of  disgust  and  abhorrence,  &nd  eren.  their  fears, 
were  for  a  time  suspended  by  th^  curiosity.  Their 
eyes  were  fixed  on  the  king,  who,  without  the 
slightest  change  of  countenance,  swallowed  the  mor- 
sels as  fast  as  they  conld  be  supplied  by  the  knight 
who  carved  them. 

«  "Ererf  man  then  poked  other ; 
They  said,  <  This  is  the  devil's  brother, 
Tliat  fliays  our  men,  and  thus  hem  eats  !* 

<<  Their  attention  was  then  involuntarily  fixed  on 
the  smoking  heads  before  them  ;  they  traced  in  the 
swollen  and  distorted  features  the  resemblance  of 
a  friend  or  near  relation,  and  received  from  the 
fatal  scroll  which  accompanied  each  dish  the  sad 
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Assurance  that  this  resemhhince  was  not  unaginary* 
They  sat  in  torpid  silence^  anticipating  their  own 
hte  in  that  of  their  countrymen,  while  their  fero- 
doas  entertainer,  with  fdry  in  his  eyes,  hut  with 
courtesy  on  his  lips,  insulted  them  hy  frequent  in- 
vitations to  merriment.  At  length  this  first  course 
was  removed,  and  its  place  supplied  hy  venison, 
cranes,  and  other  dainties,  accompanied  hy  the  rich- 
est wines.  The  king  then  apologized  to  them  for 
what  had  passed,  which  he  attributed  to  his  igno- 
rance of  their  taste ;  and  assured  them  of  his  reli- 
gious respect  for  their  character  as  ambassadors, 
and  of  his  readiness  to  grant  them  a  safe-conduct 
for  their  return.  T%is  boon  was  all  that  they  now 
wished  to  claim ;  and 

«  King  Richard  spake  to  an  old  man, 

*  Wendes  home  to  yonr  Soudan  * 

His  meboich^  that  je  abate ; 

And  sayes  that  ye  came  too  late. 

Too  slowly  was  your  time  y-guessed ; 

Ere  ye  came,  the  flesh  was  dressed, 

Hiat  men  shoulden  senre  with  m», 

llins  at  noon,  and  my  meynie. 

Say  him,  It  shall  him  nought  ayail, 

Though  he  fiv-bar  us  our  ritail, 

Bread,  wine,  fish,  flesh,  salmon  and  oongir; 

Of  as  none  shall  die  with  hunger. 

While  we  may  wenden  to  fight, 

And  slay  the  Saracens  downright, 

Wash  the  flesh,  and  roast  the  head. 

With  oo*  Saracen  I  may  well  feed 

Well  a  nine  or  a  ten  ' 

Of  my  good  Christian  men. 

•  one. 
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King  Richard  shall  warrant, 

lliere  is  no  flesh  so  nourissant 

Unto  an  English  man, 

Partridge,  ployer,  heron,  ne  swaoy 

Cow  ne  ox,  sheep  ne  swine, 

As  the  head  of  a  Sarazyn. 

There  he  is  &t,  and  thereto  tender. 

And  my  men  he  lean  and  slender. 

While  any  Saracen  quick  he^  ' 

Livand  now  in  this  Syrie, 

For  meat  will  we  nothing  care. 

Ahouten  fast  we  shall  fare. 

And  eyery  day  we  shall  eat 

All  so  many  as  we  mny  get. 

To  England  will  we  nought  gon. 

Till  they  he  eaten  every  one.'  ** 

^Lus*a  Spedmmt4>f  Surly  EnglM  Metrical 
Romances  yoL  ii.  p.  286. 

The  reader  may  be  curioiK  to  know  owing  to 
what  circumstances  so  extraordinary  an  invention 
as  that  whidi  imputed  cannibalism  to  the  Sang  ot 
England,  should  have  found  its  way  into  his  history. 
Mr  James,  to  whom  we  owe  so  much  that  is  curious^ 
seems  to  have  traced  the  origin  of  this  extraordi 
nary  rumour. 

<<  With  the  army  of  the  cross  also  was  a  multitude 
of  men,*'  the  same  author  declares,  <<  who  made  it  a 
profession  to  be  without  money ;  they  walked  bare- 
foot, carried  no  arms,  and  even  preceded  the  beasts 
of  burden  in  their  march,  living  upon  roots  and 
herbs,  and  presenting  a  spectacle  both  disgusting 
and  pitiable. 

''  A  Norman,  who  according  to  all  accounts  was  of 
noble  buth,  but  who,  having  lost  his  horse,  continued 
lo  follow  as  a  foot  so^ier,  took  the  strange  resolution 
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•f  putting  himself  at  the  head  of  this  race  of  yaga- 
boDdsy  who  willingly  received  him  as  their  king. 
Amongst  the  Saracens  these  men  became  well- 
known  nnder  the  name  of  Thcfwrty  (which  Gnibert 
translates  TrudaUti^)  and  were  beheld  with  great 
horror  from  the  general  persuasion  that  they  fed 
(m  the  dead  bodies  of  their  enemies ;  a  report  which 
was  occasionally  justified,  and  which  the  king  of 
the  Thafurs  took  care  to  encourage.  This  respect- 
able monarch  was  frequently  in  the  habit  of  stop- 
ping his  followers,  one  by  one,  in  a  narrow  defile, 
and  of  causing  them  to  be  searched  carefully,  lest 
the  possession  of  the  least  sum  of  money  should 
render  them  unworthy  of  the  name  of  his  subjects. 
If  eren  two  sous  were  found  upon  any  one,  he  was 
instantly  expelled  the  society  of  his  tribe,  the  king 
bidding  him  contemptuously  buy  arms  and  fight. 

**  This  troop,  so  far  from  being  cumbersome  to  the 
army>  was  infinitely  serviceable,  carrymg  burdens, 
bring^g  in  forage,  provisions,  and  tribute ;  work- 
ing the  machines  in  the  sieges,  and,  above  all, 
spreading  consternation  among  the  Turks,  who 
feared  death  from  the  lances  of  the  knights  less 
than  that  further  consummation  they  heard  of  under 
the  teetii  of  the  Thafurs."^ 

It  is  easy  to  conceive,  that  an  ignorant  minstrel, 
finding  the  taste  and  ferocity  of  the  Thafurs  com- 
memorated in  the  historical  accounts  of  the  Holy 

*  JiSfiM's  History  of  Chivalry,  p.  17& 
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wars,  has  ascribed  their  practices  and  propensi* 
ties  to  the  Moaarch  of  England,  whose  ferocity 
was  considered  as  an  object  of  exaggeration  as 
legitimate  as  his  valour. 


Abbotspord, 
lat  July,  1832. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TAIiES  OF  THE  CRUSADEII& 


▼OL.  XXXVT't.  ^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TALES  OF  THE  CRUSADERS. 

TALE  II. 
€it  Cali5(nian. 

CHAPTER  I. 


-  They,  too,  retired 


To  the  wilderness,  but  'twas  with  arms. 

Paradise  RegatnetL 

The  btuming  sun  of  Syria  had  not  yet  attained  its 
highest  point  in  the  horizon,  when  a  knight  of  the 
Red-cross,  who  had  left  his  distant  northern  home, 
and  joined  the  host  of  the  Crusaders  in  Palestine, 
was  pacing  slowly  along  the  sandy  deserts  which 
lie  in  tiie  i^icinity  of  the  Dead  Sea,  or,  as  it  is  call- 
ed, the  Lake  Asphaltites,  where  the  waves  of  the 
Jordan  pour  themselves  into  an  inland  sea,  from 
which  there  is  no  discharge  of  waters. 

The  warlike  pilgrim  had  toiled  among  clifPs  and 
precipices  during  the  earlier  part  of  the  morning ; 
more  lately,  issuing  from  those  rocky  and  dangerous 
defiles^  he  had  entered  upon  that  g^eat  plain,  where 
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the  accursed  cities  provoked,  in  ancient  days,  the 
direct  and  dreadful  vengeance  of  the  Omnipotent. 

The  toil,  the  thirst,  the  dangers  of  the  way,  were 
forgotten,  as  the  traveller  recalled  the  fearful  catas« 
trophe,  which  had  converted  into  an  arid  and  dis- 
mal wilderness  the  fair  and  fertile  valley  of  Siddim, 
once  weU  watered,  even  as  the  Gku*den  of  the  Lord, 
now  a  pfurched  and  blighted  waste,  condemned  to 
eternal  sterility. 

Crossing  himself,  as  he  viewed  the  dark  mass  of 
rolling  waters,  in  colour  as  in  quality  unlike  those 
of  every  other  lake,  the  traveller  shuddered  as  he 
remembered,  that  beneath  these  sluggish  waves  lay 
the  once  proud  cities  of  the  plain,  whose  grave  was 
dug  by  the  thunder  of  the  heavens,  or  the  eruption 
of  subterraneous  fire,  and  whose  remains  were  hid, 
even  by  that  sea  which  holds  no  living  fish  in  its 
bosom,  bears  no  skiff  on  its  surface,  and,  as  if  its 
own  dreadful  bed  were  the  only  fit  receptacle  for 
its  sullen  waters,  sends  not,  like  other  lakes,  a  tri- 
bute to  the  ocean.  The  whole  land  around,  as  in 
the  days  of  Moses,  was  "  brimstone  and  salt ;  it  is 
not  sown,  nor  beareth,  nor  any  grass  groweth  there- 
on ;"  the  land  as  well  as  the  lake  might  be  termed 
dead,  as  producing  nothing  having  resemblance  to 
vegetation,  and  even  the  very  air  was  entirely  de- 
void of  its  ordinary  winged  inhabitants,  deterred 
probably  by  the  odour  of  bitumen  and  sulphur 
which  the  burning  sun  exhaled  from  the  waters  of 
the  lake,  in  steaming  clouds,  frequently  assuming 
the  appearance  of  waterspouts.  Masses  of  the  slimy 
and  sulphureous  substance  called  naphtha,  which 
floated  idly  on  the  sluggish  and  sullen  waves,  sap- 
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those  rolling  donds  with  new  yapoun,  and 
afforded  awful  testimony  to  the  truth  of  the  Mosaic 
hidtoiy. 

(Jpon  this  scene  of  desolation  the  son  shone  with 
almost  intolerable  splendour,  and  all  liying  nature 
seemed  to  have  hidden  itself  from  the  rays,  except- 
ing the  solitary  figure  which  moved  through  the 
flitting  sand  at  a  foot's  pace,  and  appeared  the  sole 
breathing  thing  on  the  wide  surface  of  the  plain.  The 
dress  of  the  rider,  and  the  accoutrements  of  his  horse, 
were  peculiarly  unfit  for  the  traveller  in  such  a  coun- 
try. A  coat  of  linked  mail,  with  long  sleeves,  plated 
gamitlets,  and  a  steel  breastplate,  had  not  been 
esteemed  a  sufficient  weight  of  armour ;  there  was 
also  his  triangular  shield  suspended  round  his  neck, 
and  his  barred  helmet  of  steel,  over  which  he  had 
a  hood  and  collar  of  mail,  which  was  drawn  around 
the  warrior's  shoulders  and  throat,  and  filled  up  the 
vacancy  between  the  hauberk  and  the  headpiece. 
His  lower  limbs  were  sheathed,  like  his  body,  in 
flexible  mail,  securing  the  legs  and  thighs,  while 
the  feet  rested  in  plated  shoes,  which  corresponded 
with  the  gauntlets.  A  long,  broad,  straight-shaped, 
doable-edged  falchion,  with  a  handle  formed  like  a 
cross,  corresponded  with  a  stout  poniard  on.  the 
other  side.  The  Knight  also  bore,  secured  to  his 
saddle,  with  one  end  resting  on  his  stirrup,  the  long 
steel-headed  lance,  his  own  proper  weapon,  which, 
as  he  rode,  projected  backwards,  and  displayed  its 
little  pennonceUe,  to  dally  with  the  faint  breeze,  or 
drop  in  the  dead  calm.  To  this  cumbrous  equip- 
ment must  be  added  a  surcoat  of  embroidered  cloth, 
nmch  firayed  and  worn,  which  was  thus  far  usefolt 
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that  it  excluded  the  burning  rays  of  the  sun  from 
the  armour,  which  they  would  otherwise  have  ren- 
dered intolerable  to  the  wearer.  The  surcoat  bore, 
in  several  places,  the  arms  of  the  owner,  although 
much  defaced.  These  seemed  to  be  a  couchant 
leopard,  with  the  motto,  **  I  sleeps-wake  me  not." 
An  outline  of  the  same  device  might  be  traced  on 
his  shield,  though  many  a  blow  had  almost  effaced 
the  panting.  The  flat  top  of  his  cumbrous  cylin- 
drical helmet  was  unadorned  with  any  crest.  In 
retuning  their  own  unwieldy  defensive  armour,  the 
northern  Crusaders  seemed  to  set  at  defiance  the 
nature  of  the  climate  and  country  to  whidi  they 
had  come  to  war. 

The  accoutrements  of  the  horse  were  scarcely 
less  massive  and  unwieldy  than  those  of  the  rider. 
The  animal  had  a  heavy  saddle  plated  with  steel, 
uniting  in  front  with  a  species  of  breastplate,  and 
behind  with  defensive  armour  made  to  cover  the 
loins.  Then  there  was  a  steel  axe,  or  hammer,  call- 
ed a  mace-of-arms,  and  which  hung  to  the  saddle- 
bow ;  the  reins  were  secured  by  chain-work,  and 
the  front-stall  of  the  bridle  was  a  steel  plate,  with 
apertures  for  the  eyes  and  nostrils,  having  in  the 
midst  a  short  sharp  pike,  projecting  from  the  fore- 
head of  the  horse  like  the  horn  of  the  fabulous 
unicorn. 

But  habit  had  made  the  endurance  of  this  load 
of  panoply  a  second  nature,  both  to  the  knight  and 
his  gallant  charger.  Numbers,  indeed,  of  the  west- 
em  warriors  who  hurried  to  Palestine,  died  ere 
they  became  inured  to  the  burning  climate;  but 
there  were  others  to  whom  that  climate  became 
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ioDocent  and  even  friendly,  and  among  thitforlonale 
nnmber  was  the  solitary  boneman  wbo  now  tra- 
versed the  border  of  the  Dead  Sea. 

Nature,  which  cast  his  limbs  in  a  mould  of  nn« 
common  strength,  fitted  to  wear  hb  linked  hauberk 
with  as  much  ease  as  if  the  meshes  had  been  form- 
ed of  cobwebs,  had  endowed  him  with  a  constitution 
as  strong  as  his  limbs,  and  which  bade  defiance  to 
ahnost  all  changes  of  dimate,  as  well  as  to  fatigue 
and  privations  of  every  kind.  His  disposition  seem- 
ed, in  some  d^^ree,  to  partake  of  the  qualities  of 
his  bodily  frame ;  and  as  the  one  possMsed  great 
strength  and  endurance,  united  wiUi  the  power  of 
violent  exertion,  the  other,  under  a  calm  and  undis- 
turbed semblance,  had  much  of  the  fiery  and  enthu- 
siastic love  of  glory  which  constituted  Uie  principal 
attribute  of  the  renowned  Norman  line,  and  had 
rendered  them  sovereigns  in  every  comer  of  Europe, 
where  they  had  drawn  their  adventurous  swords. 

It  was  not,  however,  to  all  the  race  that  fortune 
proposed  such  tempting  rewards ;  and  those  obtain- 
ed by  the  solitary  knight  during  two  years'  cam- 
paign in  Palestine,  had  been  only  temporal  fame, 
and,  as  he  was  taught  to  believe,  spiritual  privileges. 
Meantime,  his  slender  stock  of  money  had  melted 
away,  the  rather  that  he  did  not  pursue  any  of  the 
ordinary  modes  by  which  the  followers  of  the  Cru- 
sade condescended  to  recruit  their  diminished  re- 
soorces,  at  the  expense  of  the  people  of  Palestine ; 
he  exacted  no  gifb  from  the  wretched  natives  for 
sparing  their  possessions  when  engaged  in  warfare 
with  the  Saracens,  and  he  had  not  availed  himself 
of  any  opportunity  of  enriching  himself  by  the  ran- 
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som  of  prisoners  of  conseqaence.  The  small  train 
which  had  followed  him  from  his  native  country, 
had  heen  gradoally  diminished,  as  the  means  of 
maintaining  them  disappeared,  and  his  only  remain- 
ing squire  was  at  present  on  a  sick-hed,  and  unable 
to  attend  his  master,  who  travelled,  as  we  have  seen, 
singly  and  alone.  This  was  of  little  consequence  to 
the  Crusader,  who  was  accustomed  to  consider  his 
good  sword  as  his  safest  escort,  and  devout  thoughts 
as  his  best  companion. 

Nature  had,  however,  her  demands  for  refresh- 
ment and  repose,  even  on  the  iron  frame  and  patient 
disposition  of  the  Knight  of  the  Sleeping  Leopard  ; 
and  at  noon,  when  the  Dead  Sea  lay  at  some  dis- 
tance on  his  right,  he  joyfully  hailed  the  sight  of 
two  or  three  palm-trees,  which  arose  beside  the  well 
which  was  assigned  for  his  mid-day  station.  His 
good  horse,  too,  which  had  plodded  forward  with 
the  steady  endurance  of  his  master,  now  lifted  his 
head,  expanded  his  nostrils,  and  quickened  his  pace, 
as  if  he  snu£Ped  afar  off  the  living  waters,  which 
marked  the  place  of  repose  and  refreshment.  But 
labour  and  danger  were  doomed  to  intervene  ere 
the  horse  or  horseman  reached  the  desired  spot. 

As  the  Elnight  of  the  Couchant  Leopard  con- 
tinued to  fix  his  eyes  attentively  on  the  yet  dis- 
tant cluster  of  palm-trees,  it  seemed  to  him  as  if 
some  object  was  moving  among  them.  The  dis- 
tant form  separated  itself  from  the  trees,  which 
partly  hid  its  motions,  and  advanced  towards  the 
knight  with  a  speed  which  soon  showed  a  mounted 
horseman,  whom  his  turban,  long  spear,  and  green 
caftan  floating  in  the  wind,  on  his  nearer  approach* 
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riiowed  to  be  a  Saracen  cavalier.  <<  In  the  desert,** 
saitli  an  £astem  proverb,  <<  no  man  meets  a  friend*' 
The  Crusader  was  totally  indi£Ferent  whether  the 
infidel,  who  now  approached  on  his  gallant  barb, 
as  if  borne  on  the  wings  of  an  eagle,  came  as  friend 
or  foe— perhaps,  as  a  vowed  champion  of  the  Cross, 
he  might  rather  have  preferred  the  latter.  He  dis- 
engaged his  lance  from  his  saddle,  seized  it  with 
the  right  hand,  placed  it  in  rest  with  its  point  half 
elevated,  gathered  np  the  reins  in  the  leift,  waked 
his  horse's  mettle  with  the  spnr,  and  prepared  to 
encounter  the  stranger  with  the  calm  self-confidence, 
belonging  to  the  victor  in  many  contests. 

The  Saracen  came  on  at  the  speedy  gall<^  of  an 
Arab  horseman,  managing  his  steed  more  by  his 
limbs,  and  the  inflection  of  his  body,  than  by  any 
use  of  the  reins,  which  hung  loose  in  his  left  hand ; 
so  that  he  was  enabled  to  wield  the  light  round 
buckler  of  the  skin  of  the  rhinoceros,  ornamented 
with  silver  loops,  which  he  wore  on  his  arm,  swing- 
ing it  as  if  he  meant  to  oppose  its  slender  circle  to 
the  formidable  thrust  of  the  western  lance.  His 
own  long  spear  was  not  couched  or  levelled  like 
that  of  his  antagonist,  but  grasped  by  the  middle 
with  his  right  hand,  and  brandished  at  arm's  length 
above  his  head.  As  the  cavalier  approached  hit 
enemy  at  full  career,  he  seemed  to  expect  that  the 
Knight  of  the  Leopard  should  put  his  horse  to  the 
gallop  to  encounter  him.  But  the  Christian  knight, 
well  acquainted  with  the  customs  of  Ejastem  war- 
riors, did  not  mean  to  exhaust  his  good  horse  by 
any  unnecessary  exertion ;  and,  on  the  contrary, 
made  a  dead  halt,  confident  that  if  the  enemy  ad- 
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vanced  to  the  actual  shock,  his  own  weight,  and 
that  of  his  powerful  charger,  would  give  him  suf- 
ficient advantage,  without  the  additional  momen- 
tum of  rapid  motion.  E^qually  sensible  and  appre- 
hensive of  such  a  probable  result,  the  Saracen  cava- 
lier, when  he  had  approached  towards  the  Christian 
within  twice  the  length  of  his  lance,  wheeled  his 
steed  to  the  left  with  inimitable  dexterity,  and  rode 
twice  around  his  antagonist,  who,  turning  without 
quitting  his  ground,  and  presenting  his  front  con- 
stantly to  his  enemy,  frustrated  his  attempts  to 
attack  him  on  an  unguarded  point;  so  that  the 
Saracen,  wheeling  his  horse,  was  fain  to  retreat  to 
the  distance  of  an  hundred  yards.  A  second  time, 
like  a  hawk  attacking  a  heron,  the  Heathen  re- 
newed the  charge,  and  a  second  time  was  fain  to 
retreat  without  coming  to  a  close  struggle.  A  third 
time  he  approached  in  the  same  manner,  when  the 
Christian  knight,  desirous  to  terminate  this  illusory 
warfare,  in  which  he  might  at  length  have  been 
worn  out  by  the  activity  of  his  foeman,  suddenly 
seized  the  mace  which  hung  at  his  saddlebow,  and, 
with  a  strong  hand  and  unerring  aim,  hurled  it 
ag^ainst  the  head  of  the  Emir,  for  such  and  not  less 
his  enemy  appeared.  The  Saracen  was  just  aware 
of  the  formidable  missile  in  time  to  interpose  hit 
light  buckler  betwixt  the  mace  and  his  head  ;  but 
the  violence  of  the  blow  forced  the  buckler  down 
on  his  turban,  and  though  that  defence  also  contri- 
buted to  deaden  its  violence,  the  Saracen  was  beaten 
from  his  horse.  Ere  the  Christian  could  avail  him- 
self of  this  mishap,  his  nimble  foeman  sprung  from 
the  ground,  and,  calling  on  his  horse,  which  i«* 
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ttantly  returned  to  his  side,  he  leaped  into  hit  teat 
without  touching  the  stirrup,  and  regained  all  the 
adyantage  of  which  the  Knight  of  the  Leopard 
hoped  to  deprive  him.  But  the  latter  had  in  the 
meanwhile  recorered  his  mace,  and  the  Eastern 
cavalier,  who  remembered  the  strength  and  dex- 
terity with  which  his  antagonist  had  aimed  it,  seem- 
ed to  keep  cautiously  out  of  reach  of  that  weapon, 
of  which  he  had  so  lately  felt  the  force,  while  he 
showed  his  purpose  of  waging  a  distant  war&re  with 
missile  weapons  of  his  own.  Planting  his  long  spear 
in  the  sand  at  a  distance  from  the  scene  of  combat, 
he  strung,  with  great  address,  a  short  bow,  which 
he  carried  at  his  back,  and  putting  his  horse  to  the 
gallop,  once  more  described  two  or  three  cirdes  of  a 
wider  extent  than  formerly,  in  the  course  of  which 
he  dischai^ed  six  arrow»  at  the  Christian  with  such 
unerring  skill,  that  the  goodness  of  his  harness  alone 
saved  him  from  being  wounded  in  as  many  places. 
The  seventh  shaft  apparently  found  a  less  perfect 
part  of  the  armour,  and  the  Christian  dropped  hea- 
vily from  his  horse.  But  what  was  the  surprise  of 
the  Saracen,  when,  dismounting  to  examine  the 
condition  of  his  prostrate  enemy,  he  found  himself 
suddenly  within  the  grasp  of  die  European,  who 
had  had  recourse  to  this  artifice  to  bring  his  enemy 
within  his  reach  I  Even  in  this  deadly  grapple,  the 
Saracen  was  saved  by  his  agility  and  presence  of 
mind.  He  unloosed  the  sword-belt,  in  which  the 
Knight  of  the  Leopard  had  fixed  his  hold,  and,  thus 
dnding  his  fatal  grasp,  mounted  his  horse,  which 
seemed  to  watch  his  motions  with  the  intelligence 
of  a  human  being,  and  again  rode  o£F.    But  in  the 
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last  encounter  the  Saracen  had  lost  his  sword  and 
his  quiver  of  arrows,  both  of  which  were  attached 
to  the  girdle,  which  he  was  obliged  to  abandon. 
He  had  also  lost  his  turban  in  the  struggle.  These 
disadvantages  seemed  to  incline  the  Moslem  to  a 
truce :  He  approached  the  Christian  with  his  right 
hand  extended,  but  no  longer  in  a  menacing  atti- 
tude. 

«  There  is  truce  betwixt  our  nations,"  he  said, 
in  the  lingua  franca  commonly  used  for  the  purpose 
of  communication  with  the  Crusaders ;  **  wherefore 
should  there  be  war  betwixt  thee  and  me  ? — Let 
there  be  peace  betwixt  us." 

"  I  am  well  contented,"  answered  he  of  the 
Couchant  Leopard ;  <<  but  what  security  dost  thou 
ofPer  that  thou  wilt  observe  the  truce  ?" 

"  The  word  of  a  follower  of  the  Prophet  was 
never  broken,*'  answered  the  Emir.  <<  It  is  thou, 
brave  Nazarene,  from  whom  I  should  demand  se- 
curity, did  I  not  know  that  treason  seldom  dwells 
with  courage." 

The  Crusader  felt  that  the  confidence  of  the  Mos- 
lem made  him  ashamed  of  his  own  doubts« 

**  By  the  cross  of  my  sword,"  he  said,  laying  his 
hand  on  the  weapon  as  he  spoke,  <<  I  will  be  true 
companion  to  thee,  Saracen,  while  our  fortune  wills 
that  we  remain  in  company  together." 

<<  By  Mahommed,  Prophet  of  Grod,  and  by  AUab, 
God  of  the  Prophet,"  replied  his  late  foeman, 
<<  there  b  not  treachery  in  my  heart  towards  thee. 
And  now  wend  we  to  yonder  fountain,  for  the  hour 
of  rest  is  at  hand,  and  the  stream  had  hardly  touch* 
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ed  my  lip  when  I  was  called  to  battle  by  thy  ap- 
proach." 

The  Knight  of  the  Couchant  Leopard  yielded  a 
ready  and  courteons  assent ;  and  the  late  foes,  with- 
out an  angry  look,  or  gesture  of  donbt,  rode  tide 
by  side  to  the  little  daster  of  palm-trees. 
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CHAPTER  11. 

Times  of  danger  have  always,  and  in  a  peculiar 
degree,  their  seasons  of  good- will  and  of  security  ; 
and  this  was  particularly  so  in  the  ancient  feudal 
ages,  in  which,  as  the  manners  of  the  period  had 
assigned  war  to  he  the  chief  and  most  worthy  occu- 
pation of  mankind,  the  intervals  of  peace,  or  rather 
of  truce,  were  highly  relished  by  those  warriors  to 
whom  they  were  seldom  granted,  and  endeared  by 
the  very  circumstances  which  rendered  them  tran- 
sitory. It  is  not  worth  while  preserving  any  per- 
manent enmity  against  a  foe,  whom  a  champion  has 
fought  with  to-day,  and  may  again  stand  in  bloody 
opposition  to  on  the  next  morning.  The  time  and 
situation  a£Porded  so  much  room  for  the  ebullition 
of  violent  passions,  that  men,  unless  when  peculiar- 
ly opposed  to  each  other,  or  provoked  by  the  recol- 
lection of  private  and  individual  wrongs,  cheerfully 
enjoyed  in  each  other's  society  the  brief  intervals 
of  pacific  intercourse,  which  a  warlike  life  admitted. 

The  distinction  of  religions,  nay,  the  fanatical 
zeal  which  animated  the  followers  of  the  Cross  and 
of  the  Crescent  against  each  other,  was  much  soft- 
ened by  a  feeling  so  natural  to  generous  combat- 
ants, and  especially  cherished  by  the  spirit  of  chi- 
valry. This  last  strong  impulse  had  extended  itself 
gradually  from  the  Christians  to  their  mortal  ene- 
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mies  Ihe  Saracens,  both  of  Spain  and  of  Palestine. 
The  latter  were  indeed  no  longer  the  fanatical 
savages,  who  had  burst  from  the  centre  of  Ara- 
bian deserts,  with  the  sabre  in  one  hand,  and  the 
Koran  in  the  other,  to  inflict  death  or  the  faith  of 
Mahommed,  or  at  the  best,  slavery  and  tribute, 
npon  all  who  dared  to  oppose  the  belief  of  the  pro- 
phet of  Mecca.  These  alternatives  indeed  had  been 
offered  to  the  unwarlike  Greeks  and  Syrians ;  but 
in  contending  with  the  western  Christians,  anima- 
ted by  a  zeal  as  fiery  as  their  own,  and  possessed 
of  as  unconquerable  courage,  address,  and  success 
in  arms,  the  Saracens  gradually  caught  a  part  of 
their  manners,  and  especially  of  those  chivalrous 
observances,  which  were  so  well  calculated  to  charm 
the  minds  of  a  proud  and  conquering  people.  They 
had  their  tournaments  and  games  of  chivalry ;  they 
had  even  their  knights,  or  some  rank  analogous; 
and  above  all,  the  Saracens  observed  their  plighted 
faith  with  an  accuracy  which  might  sometimes  put 
to  shame  those  who  owned  a  better  religion.  Their 
tances,  whether  national  or  betwixt  individuals, 
were  faithfully  observed ;  and  thus  it  was,  that 
war,  in  itself  perhaps  the  greatest  of  evils,  yet  gave 
occasion  for  display  of  good  faith,  generosity,  cle- 
mency, and  even  kindly  affections,  which  less  fre- 
quently occur  in  more  tranquil  periods,  where  the 
passions  of  men,  experiencing  wrongs  or  entertain- 
ing quarrels  which  cannot  be  brought  to  instant 
decision,  are  apt  to  smoulder  for  a  length  of  time 
in  the  bosoms  of  those  who  are  so  unhappy  as  to  be 
their  prey. 
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It  was  under  the  influence  of  these  milder  feel- 
ings, which  soften  the  horrors  of  warfare,  that  the 
Christian  and  Saracen,  who  had  so  lately  done  their 
best  for  each  other's  mutual  destruction,  rode  at  a 
slow  pace  towards  the  fountain  of  palm-trees,  to 
which  the  Knight  of  the  Couchant  Leopard  had 
been  tending,  when  interrupted  in  mid-passage  by 
his  fleet  and  dangerous  ad  versary.  Each  was  wrapt 
for  some  time  in  his  own  reflections,  and  took  breath 
afiter  an  encounter  which  had  threatened  to  be  fatal 
to  one  or  both ;  and  their  good  horses  seemed  no 
less  to  enjoy  the  interval  of  repose.  That  of  the 
Saracen,  however,  though  he  had  been  forced  into 
much  the  more  violent  and  extended  sphere  of  mo- 
tion, appeared  to  have  sufi^ered  less  from  fatigue 
than  the  charger  of  the  European  knight.  The 
sweat  hung  still  clammy  on  the  limbs  of  the  last, 
when  those  of  the  noble  Arab  were  completely  dried 
by  the  interval  of  tranquil  exercise,  all  saving  the 
foam-flakes  which  were  still  visible  on  his  bridle 
and  housings.  The  loose  soil  on  which  he  trode  so 
much  augmented  the  distress  of  the  Christian's 
horse,  heavily  loaded  by  his  own  armour  and  the 
weight  of  his  rider,  that  the  latter  jumped  from  his 
saddle,  and  led  his  charger  along  the  deep  dust  of 
the  loamy  soil,  which  was  burnt  in  the  sun  into  a 
substance  more  impalpable  than  the  finest  sand, 
and  thus  gave  the  faithful  horse  refreshment  at  the 
expense  of  his  own  additional  toil ;  for,  iron-sheath- 
ed as  he  was,  he  sunk  over  the  mailed  shoes  at  every 
step,  which  he  placed  on  a  surface  so  light  and  un« 
resisting. 
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"  You  are  rigbt,"  said  the  Saracen ;  and  it  was 
the  first  word  that  either  had  spoken  since  their 
trace  was  concluded, — <<  your  strong  horse  desenres 
your  care ;  but  what  do  you  in  the  desert  with  an 
animal,  which  sinks  over  the  fetlock  at  every  step, 
as  if  he  would  plant  each  foot  deep  as  the  root  of 
a  date-tree  ?'' 

«  Thou  speakest  rightly,  Saracen,**  sud  the  Chris- 
tian knight,  not  delighted  at  the  tone  with  which 
the  infidel  criticised  his  favourite  horse, — <<  rightly, 
according  to  thy  knowledge  and  observation.  But 
my  good  horse  hath  ere  now  borne  me,  in  mine 
own  land,  over  as  wide  a  lake  as  thou  seest  yonder 
spread  out  behind  us,  yet  not  wet  one  hair  above 
nis  hoof/' 

The  Saracen  looked  at  him  with  as  much  surprise 
as  his  manners  permitted  him  to  testify,  which  was 
only  expressed  by  a  slight  approach  to  a  disdainful 
smile,  that  hardly  curled  perceptibly  the  broad  thick 
mustache  which  enveloped  his  upper  lip. 

«  It  is  justly  spoken,"  he  said,  instantly  compo- 
sing^ himself  to  his  usual  serene  gravity, — '<  list  to 
a  Frank,  and  hear  a  fable." 

"  Thou  art  not  courteous,  misbeliever,"  replied 
the  Crusader,  «  to  doubt  the  word  of  a  dubbed 
knight ;  and  were  it  not  that  thou  speakest  in  ig- 
norance, and  not  in  malice,  our  truce  had  its  end- 
ing ere  it  is  well  begun.  Thinkest  thou  I  tell  thee 
an  untruth  when  I  say,  that  I,  one  of  five  hundred 
horsemen,  armed  in  complete  mail,  have  ridden — 
ay,  and  ridden  for  miles,  upon  water  as  solid  as  the 
crystal,  and  ten  times  less  brittle  ?" 

VOL.  ZXXVIII.  B 
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"  What  wouldst  thou  tell  me?"  answered  the 
Moslem ;  **  yonder  inland  sea  thou  dost  point  at  is 
peculiar  in  this,  that,  hy  the  especial  curse  of  Crod, 
it  su£Fereth  nothing  to  sink  in  its  waves,  but  wafts 
them  away,  and  casts  them  on  its  margin ;  hut 
neither  the  Dead  Sea,  nor  any  of  the  seven  oceans 
which  environ  the  earth,  will  endure  on  their  sur- 
face the  pressure  of  a  horse's  foot,  more  than  the 
Red  Sea  endured  to  sustain  the  advance  of  Pharaoh 
and  his  host/' 

"  You  speak  truth  after  your  knowledge,  Sara- 
cen," said  the  Christian  knight ;  <<  and  yet,  trust  me, 
I  fable  not,  according  to  mine.  Heat,  in  this  climate, 
converts  the  soil  into  something  almost  as  unstable 
as  water ;  and  in  my  land  cold  often  converts  the 
water  itself  into  a  substance  as  hard  as  rock.  Let 
us  speak  of  this  no  longer ;  for  the  thoughts  of  the 
calm,  clear,  blue  reftilgence  of  a  winter's  lake,  glim- 
mering to  stars  and  moonbeam,  aggravate  the  hor- 
rors of  this  fiery  desert,  where,  methinks,  the  very 
air  which  we  breathe  is  like  the  vapour  of  a  fiery 
furnace  seven  times  heated." 

The  Saracen  looked  on  him  with  some  attention, 
as  if  to  discover  in  what  sense  he  was  to  understand 
words,  which,  to  bim,  must  have  appeared  either 
to  contain  something  of  mystery,  or  of  imposition. 
At  length  he  seamed  determined  in  what  manner 
to  receive  the  language  of  his  new  companion. 

"  You  are,"  he  said,  "  of  a  nation  that  loves  to 
laugh,  and  you  make  sport  with  yourselves,  and  with 
others,  by  telling  what  is  impossible,  and  reporting 
what  never  chanced.     Thou  art  one  of  the  knigfht** 
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«»f  France,  who  hold  it  for  glee  and  pastime  to  pa6,* 
M  they  term  it,  of  exploits  that  are  heyond  human 
power.  I  were  wrong  to  challenge,  for  the  time, 
the  priyil^^  of  thy  speech,  since  boasting  is  more 
oatoral  to  thee  than  tmUi." 

*<  I  am  not  of  their  land,  neither  of  their  fashion,** 
said  the  Knight,  <*  which  is,  as  thou  well  sayest,  to 
gab  of  that  which  they  dare  not  undertake,  or  un- 
dertaking cannot  perfect.  But  in  this  I  have  imi- 
tated their  folly,  brave  Saracen,  that  in  talking  to 
thee  of  what  thou  canst  not  comprehend,  I  have, 
€Ten  in  speaking  most  simple  truth,  fhlly  incurred 
the  character  of  a  braggart  in  thy  eyes ;  so,  I  pray 
yon,  let  my  words  pass.*' 

They  had  now  arrived  at  the  knot  of  palm-trees, 
and  the  fountain  which  welled  out  from  beneath 
their  shade  in  sparkling  profusion. 

We  have  spoken  of  a  moment  of  truce  in  the 
midst  of  war ;  and  this,  a  spot  of  beauty  in  the 
midst  of  a  sterile  desert,  was  scarce  less  dear  to  the 
imagination.  It  was  a  scene  which,  perhaps,  would 
elsewhere  have  deserved  little  notice ;  but  as  the 
single  speck,  in  a  boundless  horiion,  which  pro- 
mised the  refreshment  of  shade  and  living  water, 
these  blessings,  held  cheap  where  tney  are  common, 
rendered  the  fountain  and  its  neighbourhood  a  little 
paradise.  Some  generous  or  charitable  hand,  ere 
yet  the  evil  days  of  Palestine  began,  had  walled  in 
and  arched  over  the  fountain,  to  preserve  it  from 

*  Gcber.  Ill  is  French  word  signified  a  sort  of  sport  mach 
Med  among  the  French  chivalry,  which  consisted  in  vying  with 
■tch  other  in  making  the  most  romantic  gasconades.  The  verb 
aod  the  meaoiog  are  retained  in  Scottisn. 
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being  absorbed  in  tlie  eartk,  or  choked  by  the  flit- 
ting doads  of  dost  with  which  the  least  breath  of 
wind  covered  the  desert.  The  arch  was  now  bro- 
ken,  and  partly  ruinous ;  but  it  still  so  far  project- 
ed over,  and  covered  in  Uie  fountain,  that  it  ex- 
cluded the  sun  in  a  great  measure  from  its  waters, 
which,  hardly  toudied  by  a  straggling  beam,  while 
all  around  was  blazing,  lay  in  a  steady  repose,  alike 
delightM  to  the  eye  and  the  imagination.  Stealing 
from  under  the  arch,  they  were  first  received  in  a 
marble  basin,  much  defaced  indeed,  but  still  cheer- 
ing the  eye,  by  showing  that  the  place  was  andent- 
ly  considered  as  a  station,  that  the  hand  of  man 
had  been  there,  and  that  man*s  accommodation  had 
been  in  some  measure  attended  to.  The  thirsty  and 
weary  traveller  was  reminded  by  these  signs,  that 
others  had  suffered  similar  difficulties,  reposed  in 
the  same  spot,  and,  doubtless,  found  their  way  in 
safety  to  a  more  fertile  country.  Again,  the  scarce 
visible  current  which  escaped  from  the  basin,  served 
to  nourish  the  few  trees  which  surrounded  the  foun- 
tain, and  where  it  sunk  into  the  ground  and  disap- 
peared, its  refreshing  presence  was  acknowledged 
by  a  carpet  of  velvet  verdure. 

In  this  delightful  spot  the  two  warriors  halted, 
and  each,  after  his  own  fashion,  proceeded  to  relieve 
his  horse  from  saddle,  bit,  and  rein,  and  permitted 
the  animals  to  drink  at  the  basin,  ere  they  refresh- 
ed themselves  from  the  fountain  head,  which  arose 
under  the  vault.  They  then  suffered  the  steeds  to 
go  loose,  confident  that  their  interest,  as  well  as 
their  domesticated  habits,  would  prevent  their  stray- 
ing  from  the  pure  water  and  fresh  grass. 
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Christian  and  Saracen  next  sat  down  together  on 
the  torf,  and  produced  each  the  small  allowance  of 
•tore  which  they  carried  for  their  own  refreshment. 
Tet,  ere  they  severaUy  proceeded  to  their  scanty 
meal,  they  eyed  each  other  with  that  curiosity  whidi 
the  close  and  douhtfiil  conflict  in  which  they  had 
heen  so  lately  engaged  was  calculated  to  inspire. 
Each  was  desirous  to  measure  the  strength,  and 
form  some  estimate  of  1^  character,  of  an  adver- 
sary so  formidable;  and  each  was  compelled  to 
sdmowledge,  that  had  he  fallen  in  the  conflict,  it 
had  heen  by  a  noble  hand. 

The  champions  formed  a  striking  contrast  to  each 
other  in  person  and  features,  and  might  have  form- 
ed no  inaccurate  representatives  of  their  di£Ferent 
Dations.  The  Frank  seemed  a  powerful  man,  built 
after  the  ancient  Crothic  cast  of  form,  with  light 
brown  hair,  which,  on  the  removal  of  his  helmet, 
was  seen  to  curl  thick  and  profusely  over  his  head. 
His  features  had  acquired,  from  the  hot  climate,  a 
hae  mudi  darker  than  those  parts  of  his  neck  which 
were  less  frequently  exposed  to  view,  or  than  was 
warranted  by  his  ^ill  and  well-opened  blue  eye, 
the  colour  of  his  hair,  and  of  the  mustaches  which 
thickly  shaded  his  upper  lip,  while  his  chin  was 
carefiiUy  divested  of  beard,  after  the  Norman  fa- 
shion^  His  nose  was  Grecian  and  well  formed ;  his 
month  a  little  large  in  proportion,  but  filled  with 
well-set,  strong,  and  beautifully  white  teeth ;  his 
head  small,  and  set  upon  the  neck  with  much  grace. 
His  age  could  not  exceed  thirty,  but  if  the  effects 
of  toU  and  climate  were  allowed  for,  might  be  three 
•r  four  years  under  that  period.  His  form  was  taUt 
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powerful,  and  athletic^  like  that  of  a  man  whose 
strength  might,  in  later  life,  hecome  nnwieldy,  but 
which  was  hitherto  mdited  with  lightness  and  acti- 
vity. His  hands,  when  he  withdrew  the  mailed 
gloves,  were  long,  fair,  and  well-proportioned ;  the 
wrist-bones  peculiarly  large  and  strong;  and  the 
arms  themselves  remarkably  well-shaped  and  braw- 
ny. A  military  hardihood,  and  careless  frankness 
of  expression,  characterised  his  language  and  his 
motions  ;  and  his  voice  had  the  tone  of  one  more 
accustomed  to  command  than  to  obey,  and  who 
was  in  the  habit  of  expressing  his  sentiments  aloud 
and  boldly,  whenever  he  was  called  upon  to  an- 
nounce them. 

The  Saracen  Emir  formed  a  marked  and  stri- 
king contrast  with  the  western  Crusader.  His  sta- 
ture was  indeed  above  the  middle  size,  but  he  was 
at  least  three  inches  shorter  than  the  European, 
whose  size  approached  the  gigantic  His  slender 
limbs,  and  long  spare  hands  and  arms,  though  well 
proportioned  to  his  person,  and  suited  to  the  style 
of  his  countenance,  did  not  at  first  aspect  promise 
the  display  of  vigour  and  elasticity  which  the  Emir 
had  lately  exhibited.  But  on  looking  more  closely, 
his  limbs,  where  exposed  to  view,  seemed  divested 
of  all  that  was  fleshy  or  cumbersome ;  so  that  no- 
thing being  left  but  bone,  brawn,  and  sinew,  it  was 
a  frame  fitted  for  exertion  and  fatigue,  far  beyond 
that  of  a  bulky  champion,  whose  strength  and  size 
are  counterbalanced  by  weight,  and  who  is  exhaust- 
ed by  his  own  exertions.  The  countenance  of  the 
Saracen  naturally  bore  a  general  national  resem- 
blance to  the  Eastern  tribe  from  whom  he  descend* 
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ed,  and  was  as  unlike  as  possible  to  the  exaggerated 
terms  in  wliich  the  minstrels  of  the  day  were  wont 
to  represent  the  infidel  champions,  and  the  faboloas 
description  which  a  sister  art  still  presents  as  the 
Saracen's  Head  npon  signposts.  His  features  were 
small,  well-formed,  and  delicate,  though  deeply  em- 
browned by  the  Eastern  sun,  and  terminated  by  a 
flowing  and  curled  black  beard,  which  seemed  trim* 
med  with  peculiar  care.  The  nose  was  straight  and 
regular,  the  eyes  keen,  deep-set,  black,  and  glow- 
ing, and  his  teeth  equalled  in  beauty  the  ivory  of 
his  deserts.  The  persons  and  proportions  of  the 
Saracen,  in  short,  stretched  on  the  turf  near  to  his 
powerful  antagonist,  might  have  been  compared  to 
bis  dieeny  and  crescent-formed  sabre,  with  its  nar- 
row and  light,  but  bright  and  keen  Damascus  blade, 
^xmtrasted  with  the  long  and  ponderous  Gothic 
var-sword  which  was  flung  unbuckled  on  the  same 
sod.  The  Emir  was  in  the  very  flower  of  his  age, 
and  might  perhaps  have  been  termed  eminently 
beautiful,  but  for  the  narrowness  of  his  forehead, 
and  something  of  too  much  thinness  and  sharpness 
of  feature,  or  at  least  what  might  have  seemed  such 
in  a  European  estimate  of  beauty. 

The  manners  of  the  Eastern  warrior  were  grave, 
,  graceful,  and  decorous ;  indicating,  however,  in 
some  particulars,  the  habitual  restraint  which  men 
of  warm  and  choleric  tempers  often  set  as  a  guard 
open  their  native  impetuosity  of  disposition,  and 
at  the  same  time  a  sense  of  his  own  dignity,  which 
seemed  to  impose  a  certain  formality  of  behaviour 
in  him  who  entertained  it. 
Thb  haughty  feeling  of  superiority  was  perhi^ 
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equally  entertained  by  his  new  European  acquaint- 
ance, but  the  e£Fect  was  different ;  and  the  same 
feeling*,  which  dictated  to  the  Christian  knight  a 
bold,  blunt,  and  somewhat  careless  bearing,  as  one 
too  conscious  of  his  own  importance  to  be  anxious 
about  the  opinions  of  others,  appeared  to  prescribe 
to  the  Saracen  a  style  of  courtesy  more  studiously 
and  formally  observant  of  ceremony.  Both  were 
courteous ;  but  the  courtesy  of  the  Christian  seemed 
to  flow  rather  from  a  good-humoured  sense  of  what 
was  due  to  others ;  that  of  the  Moslem,  from  &high 
feeling  of  what  was  to  be  expected  from  himself. 

The  provision  which  each  had  made  for  his  re- 
freshment was  simple,  but  the  meal  of  the  Saracen 
was  abstemious.  A  handful  of  dates,  and  a  mor- 
sel of  coarse  barley-bread,  sufficed  to  relieve  the 
hunger  of  the  latter,  whose  education  had  habitu- 
ated him  to  the  fare  of  the  desert,  although,  since 
their  Syrian  conquests,  the  Arabian  simplicity  of 
life  frequently  gave  place  to  the  most  unbounded 
profusion  of  luxury.  A  few  draughts  from  the 
lovely  fountain  by  which  they  reposed  completed 
his  meal.  That  of  the  Christian,  though  coarse, 
was  more  genial.  Dried  hog*s-flesh,  the  abomina- 
tion of  the  Moslemah,  was  the  chief  part  of  his 
r^ast;  and  his  drink,  derived  from  a  leathern  < 
bottle,  contained  something  better  than  pure  ele- 
ment. He  fed  with  more  display  of  appetite,  and 
drank  with  more  appearance  of  satis^ction,  than 
the  Saracen  judged  it  becoming  to  show  in  the 
performance  of  a  mere  bodily  function ;  and,  doubt- 
less, the  secret  contempt  which  each  entertained 
for  the  other,  as  the  follower  of  a  false  religion,  was 
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Mflisiderably  increased  by  the  marked  di£Ference  of 
their  diet  and  manners.  But  each  had  found  the 
weight  of  his  opponent's  arm,  and  the  mutual  re- 
sj^  which  the  bold  struggle  had  created,  was 
sufficient  to  subdue  other  and  inferior  considera- 
dons.  Yet  the  Saracen  could  not  help  remark- 
ing the  circumstances  which  displeased  him  in  the 
Christian's  conduct  and  manners ;  and,  after  he  had 
witnessed  for  some  time  in  silence  the  keen  appe- 
tite  which  protracted  the  knight's  banquet  long 
after  his  own  "was  concluded,  he  thus  addressed 

<<  Valiant  Nazarene,  is  it  fitting  that  one  who 
can  fight  like  a  man  should  feed  like  a  dog  or  a 
wolf?  Even  a  mbbeliering  Jew  would  shudder 
at  the  food  which  you  seem  to  eat,  with  as  much 
relish  as  if  it  were  fruit  from  the  trees  of  Paradise." 

^  Valiant  Saracen,"  answered  the  Christian,  look 
mg  np  with  some  surprise  at  the  accusation  thus 
unexpectedly  brought,  "  know  thou  that  I  exercise 
my  Christian  freedom,  in  using  that  which  is  for- 
bidden to  the  Jews,  being,  as  they  esteem  them- 
selves, under  the  bondage  of  the  old  law  of  Moses. 
We,  Saracen,  be  it  known  to  thee,  have  a  better 
warrant  for  what  we  do — Ave  Maria! — ^be  we 
thankful."  And,  as  if  in  defiance  of  his  compa- 
nion's scruples,  he  concluded  a  short  Latin  grace 
with  a  .ong  draught  from  the  leathern  bottle. 

"  That,  too,  you  call  a  part  of  your  liberty,"  said 
the  Saracen  ;  "  and  as  you  feed  like  the  brutes,  so 
70a  d^rade  yourself  to  the  bestial  condition,  by 
drinking  a  poisonous  liquor  which  eren  they  re« 
fuser 
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<<  Know,  foolish  Saracen/'  replied  the  Christian, 
without  hesitation,  <«  that  thou  hlasphemest  the 
gifts  of  God,  even  with  the  hlasphemy  of  thy  father 
Ishmael.  The  juice  of  the  grape  is  given  to  him 
that  will  use  it  wisely,  as  that  which  cheers  the 
heart  of  man  after  toil,  refreshes  him  in  sickness, 
and  comforts  him  in  sorrow.  He  who  so  enjoyeth 
it  may  thank  God  for  his  wine-cup  as  for  his  daily 
bread ;  and  he  who  abuseth  the  gift  of  Heaven,  is 
not  a  greater  fool  in  his  intoxication  than  thou  in 
thine  abstinence.*' 

The  keen  eye  of  the  Saracen  kindled  at  this  sar- 
casm, and  his  hand  sought  the  hilt  of  his  poniard. 
It  was  but  a  momentary  thought,  however,  and  died 
away  in  the  recollection  of  the  powerful  champion 
with  whom  he  had  to  deal,  and  the  desperate  grap- 
ple, the  impression  of  which  still  throbbed  in  his 
limbs  and  veins ;  and  he  contented  himself  with 
pursuing  the  contest  in  colloquy,  as  more  convenient 
for  the  time. 

"  Thy  words,"  he  said,  "  O  Nazarene,  might  cre- 
ate anger,  did  not  thy  ignorance  raise  compassion. 
See*st  thou  not,  O  thou  more  blind  than  any  who 
asks  alms  at  the  door  of  the  Mosque,  that  the 
liberty  thou  dost  boast  of  is  restrained  even  in  that 
which  is  dearest  to  man's  happiness,  and  to  his 
household  ;  and  that  thy  law,  if  thou  dost  practise 
it,  binds  thee  in  marriage  to  one  single  mate,  be 
she  sick  or  healthy,  be  she  fruitful  or  barren,  bring 
she  comfort  and  joy,  or  clamour  and  strife,  to  thy 
table  and  to  thy  bed  ?  This,  Nazarene,  I  do  in- 
deed call  slavery;  whereas,  to  the  faithful,  hath 
the  Prophet  assigned  upon  earth  the  patriarchal 
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privileges  of  Abraham  our  fiather,  and  of  Solomon, 
the  wisest  of  mankind,  having  g^ven  ns  here  a  sae- 
cession  of  beauty  at  our  pleasure,  and  beyond  the 
grave  the  black-eyed  houris  of  Paradise." 

<<  Now,  by  His  name  that  I  most  reverence  in 
Heaven,"  said  the  Christian,  *^  and  by  hers  whom 
I  most  worship  on  earth,  thou  art  but  a  blinded 
and  a  bewildered  infidel  I — That  diamond  signet, 
irhich  tbou  wearest  on  thy  finger,  thou  boldest  it, 
doubtless,  as  of  inestimable  value  ?" 

<<  Balsora  and  Bagdad  cannot  show  the  like,** 
replied  the  Saracen ;  <<  but  what  avails  it  to  our 
purpose  ?" 

<<  Much,"  replied  the  Frank,  <<  as  thou  shalt  thy- 
self confess.  Take  my  war-axe,  and  dash  the  stone 
into  twenty  shivers ; — ^would  each  fragment  be  as 
valuable  as  the  original  gem,  or  would  they,  all 
collected,  bear  the  tenth  part  of  its  estimation  ?" 

<'  That  is  a  child's  question,*'  answered  the  Sa- 
racen ;  <'  the  fragments  of  such  a  stone  would  not 
equal  the  entire  jewel  in  the  degree  of  hundreds 
to  one." 

«  Saracen,"  replied  the  Christian  warrior,  "  the 
love  which  a  true  knight  binds  on  one  only,  £ur 
and  faithful,  is  the  gem  entire ;  the  affection  thou 
flbgest  among  thy  enslaved  wives,  and  half-wedded 
slaves,  is  worthless,  comparatively,  as  the  sparkling 
shivers  of  the  broken  diamond." 

<<  Now,  by  the  Holy  Caaba,"  said  the  Emir, « thou 
art  a  madman,  who  hugs  his  chain  of  iron  as  if  it 
were  of  gold  I  Look  more  closely.  This  ring  of 
mine  would  lose  half  its  beauty  were  not  the  signet 
foicircled  fund  enchased  wkh  tiiese  lesser  brilliants, 
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which  grace  it  and  set  it  o£F.  The  central  diamond 
is  man,  firm  and  entire,  his  value  depending  on  him- 
self alone ;  and  this  circle  of  lesser  jewels  are  wo- 
men, horrowing  his  lustre,  which  he  deals  out  to 
them  as  best  suits  his  pleasure  or  his  convenience. 
Take  the  central  stone  from  the  signet,  and  the 
diamond  itself  remains  as  valuable  as  ever,  while 
the 'lesser  gems  are  comparatively  of  little  value. 
And  this  is  the  true  reading  of  thy  parable ;  for, 
what  sayeth  the  poet  Mansour :  *  It  is  the  favour 
of  man  which  giveth  beauty  and  comeliness  to  wo- 
man, as  the  stream  glitters  no  longer  when  the  sun 
ceaseth  to  shine.* " 

"  Saracen,"  replied  the  Crusader,  <<  thou  speakest 
Like  one  who  never  saw  a  woman  worthy  the  a£Fec- 
tion  of  a  soldier.  Believe  me,  couldst  thou  look 
upon  those  of  Europe,  to  whom,  after  Heaven,  we 
of  the  order  of  knighthood  vow  fealty  and  devotion, 
thou  wouldst  loathe  for  ever  the  poor  sensual  slaves 
who  form  thy  haram.  The  beauty  of  our  fair  ones 
gives  point  to  our  spears,  and  edge  to  our  swords ; 
their  words  are  our  law ;  and  as  soon  will  a  lamp 
shed  lustre  when  unkindled,  as  a  knight  distinguish 
himself  by  feats  of  arms,  having  no  mistress  of  his 
affection." 

<<  I  have  heard  of  this  frenzy  among  the  warriors 
of  the  west,"  said  the  Emir,  <<  and  have  ever  account- 
ed it  one  of  the  accompanying  symptoms  of  that  in- 
sanity, which  brings  you  hither  to  obtain  possession 
of  an  empty  sepulchre.  But  yet,  methinks,  so  high- 
ly have  the  Franks  whom  I  have  met  with  extolled 
die  beauty  of  their  women,  I  could  be  well  con- 
tented to  behold  with  mine  own  eyes  those  charms. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TALE  II.      THE  TALISMAN.  SO 

w&ich  can  transform  such  brave  warriors  into  the 
tools  of  their  pleasure." 

**  Brave  Saracen/'  said  the  Knight,  «  if  I  were 
not  on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  it  should 
be  my  pride  to  conduct  you,  on  assurance  of  safety, 
to  the  camp  of  Richard  of  England,  than  whom 
none  knows  better  how  to  do  honour  to  a  noble  foe ; 
and  though  I  be  poor  and  unattended,  yet  have  I 
interest  to  secure  for  thee,  or  any  such  as  thou 
seemest,  not  safety  only,  but  respect  and  esteem. 
There  shouldst  th6u  see  several  of  the  fairest  beau- 
ties of  France  and  Britain  form  a  small  cirde,  the 
brilliancy  of  which  exceeds  ten-thousand-fold  the 
lustre  of  mines  of  diamonds  such  as  thine.** 

**  Now,  by  the  comer-stone  of  the  Caaba  I**  said 
the  Saracen,  <<  I  will  accept  thy  invitation  as  freely 
as  it  is  given,  if  thou  wilt  postpone  thy  present  in- 
tent ;  and,  credit  me,  brave  Nazarene,  it  were  better 
for  thyself  to  turn  back  thy  horse's  head  towards 
the  camp  of  thy  people,  for,  to  travel  towards  Je- 
rusalem without  a  passport,  is  but  a  wilful  casting 
away  of  thy  life.** 

<<  I  have  a  pass,'*  answered  the  Knight,  produ- 
cing a  parchment,  <<  under  Saladin's  hand  and 
signet." 

The  Saracen  bent  his  head  to  the  dust  as  he  re- 
cognised the  seal  and  handwriting  of  the  renowned 
Soldan  of  Eg3rpt  and  Syria ;  and  having  kissed  the 
paper  with  profound  respect,  he  pressed  it  to  his 
forehead,  then  returned  it  to  the  Christian,  saying, 
'*  Rash  Frank,  thou  hast  sinned  against  thine  own 
blood  and  mine,  for  not  showing  this  to  me  whec 
we  met." 
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«  Yoa  came  with  levelled  spear," — said  the 
Knight ;  <<  had  a  troop  of  Saracens  so  assailed  me, 
it  might  have  stood  with  my  honour  to  have  shown 
the  Soldan's  pass,  hat  never  to  one  man." 

^*  And  yet  one  man,"  said  the  Saracen,  haughti 
ly,  "  was  enough  to  interrupt  your  journey.*" 

<<  True,  hrave  Moslem,"  replied  the  Christian ; 
«  hut  there  are  few  such  as  thou  art.  Such  falcons 
fly  not  in  flocks,  or,  if  they  do,  they  pounce  not  in 
numhers  upon  one." 

<<  Thou  dost  us  but  justice,"  said  the  Saracen, 
evidently  gratified  by  the  compliment,  as  he  had 
been  touched  by  the  implied  scorn  of  the  European*s 
previous  boast ;  <<  from  us  thou  shouldst  have  had 
no  wrong ;  but  well  was  it  for  me  that  I  failed  to 
slay  thee,  with  the  safeguard  of  the  king  of  kings 
upon  thy  person.  Certain  it  were,  that  the  cord  or 
the  sabre  had  justly  avenged  such  guilt." 

<<  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  its  influence  shall  be 
AYailing  to  me,"  said  the  Knight ;  <<  for  I  have  heard 
that  the  road  is  infested  with  robber-tribes,  who 
regard  nothing  in  comparison  of  an  opportunity  of 
plunder." 

<<  The  truth  has  been  told  to  thee,  brave  Chris- 
tian," said  the  Saracen ;  <<  but  I  swear  to  thee,  by 
the  turban  of  the  Prophet,  that  shouldst  thou  mis- 
carry in  any  haunt  of  such  villains,  I  will  myself 
undertake  thy  revenge  with  five  thousand  horse :  I 
will  slay  every  male  of  them,  and  send  their  women 
into  such  distant  captivity,  that  the  name  of  their 
tribe  shall  never  again  be  heard  within  five  hun- 
dred miles  of  Damascus.     I  will  sow  with  salt  tlifl 
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tooDdations  of  their  Tillage,  and  there  shall  iierer 
iiye  thing  dwell  there,  even  from  that  time  forward/' 

<<  I  had  rather  the  trouble  which  you  design  for 
yom-self,  were  in  revenge  of  some  other  more  im- 
portant person  than  of  me,  noble  Emir,"  replied 
the  Knight ;  <<  but  my  row  is  lecorded  in  Heaven, 
for  good  or  for  evil,  and  I  must  be  indebted  to  you 
for  pointing  me  out  the  way  to  my  resting-place 
for  this  evening.*' 

<<  That,*'  said  the  Saracen,  <<  must  be  under  the 
black  covering  of  my  father's  tent." 

<<  This  night,"  answered  the  Christian,  <<  I  must 
pass  in  prayer  and  penitence  with  a  holy  man, 
Theodorick  of  Engaddi,  who  dwells  amongst  these 
wilds,  and  spends  his  life  in  the  service  of  €rod." 

<<  I  will  at  least  see  you  safe  thither,"  said  the 
Saracen. 

«  That  would  be  pleasant  convoy  for  me,"  said 
the  Christian,  <<  yet  might  endanger  the  future 
security  of  the  good  father ;  for  the  cruel  hand  of 
your  people  has  been  red  with  the  blood  of  the  ser- 
vants of  the  Lord,  and  therefore  do  we  come  hither 
in  plate  and  mail,  with  sword  and  lance,  to  open 
the  road  to  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  and  protect  the 
chosen  saints  and  anchorites  who  yet  dwell  in  this 
land  of  promise  and  of  miracle." 

<<  Nazarene,"  said  the  Moslem,  <<  in  this  the 
Greeks  and  Syrians  have  much  belied  us,  seeing 
we  do  but  after  the  word  of  Abubeker  Alwakel,  the 
successor  of  the  Prophet,  and,  after  him,  the  first 
commander  of  true  believers.  <  Go  forth,'  he  said, 
*  Yezed  Ben  Sophian,'  when  he  sent  that  renowned 
general  to  take  Syria  from  the  infidels,  *  quit  your 
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sdieafikeaien  in  batde,  bat  slay  neither  the  aged, 
the  infirm,  the  women,  nor  the  children.  Waste 
n^  ike  land,  neildier  destroy  com  and  fruit-trees, 
tJmj  are  the  gifts  of  Allah.  Keep  faith  when  yon 
hare  made  any  eov^enant,  even  if  it  be  to  your  own 
ham.  If  ye  find  h^y  men  labouring  with  their 
hamds,  and  serving  God  in  the  desert,  hurt  them 
not,  neither  destroy  their  dwellings.  But  when 
you  find  them  with  shaven  crowns,  they  are  of  liie 
synagogue  of  Satan  I  smite  with  the  sabre,  slay, 
cease  not  JtiU  they  bsceme  believers  or  tributaries.' 
As  the  Oali^  companion  of  the  Prophet,  hath  told 
us,  so  have  we  ^me,  and  those  whom  our  justice 
has  snntten  are  bnt  the  priests  of  Satan.  Bat 
unto  the  good  men  who»  without  stirring  up  nation 
i^inst  nation,  wor^ip  woerely  in  the  faith  of 
Ifina  Ben  Mariam,  we  are  a  shadow  and  a  shield ; 
and  such  being  he  whom  you  seek,  even  though  the 
light  oi  the  Prophet  hadi  not  reached  him,  from  me 
he  will  only  have  love,  favour,  and  regard." 

"  The  anchorite,  whom  I  would  now  visit,*'  said 
the  warlike  pilgrim,  <<  is,  I  have  heard,  no  priest  ; 
but  were  he  of  that  anointed  and  sacred  order,  I 
would  prove  with  my  good  lance,  against  payniin 
and  infidel" 

"  Let  us  not  defy  each  other,  brother,"  interrupt- 
ed the  Saracen ;  <<  we  shall  find,  either  of  ns,  enough 
of  Franks  or  of  Moslemah  on  whom  to  exercise 
both  sword  and  lance.  This  Theodorick  is  protect- 
ed both  by  Turk  and  Arab ;  and,  though  one  of 
strange  conditions  at  intervals,  yet,  on  the  whole, 
he  bears  himself  so  wdl  as  the  follower  of  his  own 
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prophet,  that  he  merits  the  protection  of  him  who 
was  sent" 

<<  Now,  hy  Oor  Lady,  Saracen,'*  exdaimed  the 
Christian,  "  if  thou  darest  name  in  the  same  breath, 
the  camel-driver  of  Mecca  with" 

An  electrical  shock  of  passion  thrilled  through 
the  form  of  the  Emir ;  but  it  was  only  momentary, 
and  the  calmness  of  his  reply  had  both  dignity  and 
reason  in  it,  when  he  said,  <<  Slander  not  him  whom 
thou  knowest  not ;  the  rather  that  we  renerate  the 
founder  of  thy  religion,  while  we  condemn  the  doc- 
trine which  your  priests  have  spun  from  it.  I  will 
myself  guide  thee  to  the  cavem  of  the  hermit, 
which,  methinks,  without  my  help,  thou  wouldst 
find  it  a  hard  matter  to  reach.  And,  on  the  way 
let  us  leave  to  moUahs  and  to  monks,  to  dispute 
about  the  divinity  of  our  faith,  and  speak  on  themes 
which  belong  to  youthful  warriors, — upon  battles, 
upon  beautiful  women,  upon  sharp  swordsy  and 
upon  bright  armour." 


VOL.  xxxvir:. 
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CHAPTER  IIL 

Thb  warriors  arose  from  their  place  of  brief  rest 
and  stn^e  refreshmeat,  and  coarteonsly  aided  each 
other  while  thej  carefcdly  replaced  and  adjusted  the 
harness,  from  which  they  had  relieved  far  the  time 
their  tmsty  steeds.  Each  seemed  femiliar  with  an 
employment,  which  at  that  time  was  a  part  of  ne- 
cessary, and,  indeed,  of  indispensable  daty.  Ea<^ 
also  seemed  to  possess,  as  far  as  the  difference  be- 
twixt the  animal  and  rational  species  admitted,  the 
omifidence  and  affection  of  the  horse,  which  was 
the  constant  companion  of  his  travels  and  his  war- 
fare. With  the  Saracen,  this  familiar  intimacy  was 
a  part  of  his  early  habits ;  for,  in  the  tents  of  the 
Ekistern  military  tribes,  the  horse  of  the  soldier 
ranks  next  to,  and  almost  equal  in  importance  with, 
his  wife  and  his  family ;  and,  with  the  European 
warrior,  circumstances,  and  indeed  necessity,  ren- 
dered his  war-horse  scarcely  less  than  his  brother- 
in-arms.  The  steeds,  therefore,  suffered  themselves 
quietly  to  be  taken  from  their  food  and  liberty,  and 
neighed  and  snuffled  fondly  around  their  masters, 
while  they  were  adjusting  their  accoutrements  for 
farther  travel  and  additional  toil.  And  each  war- 
rior, as  he  prosecuted  his  own  task,  or  assisted  with 
fsourtesy  his  c(»npanion  looked  with  observant  cn- 
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matj  at  the  eqa-imients  of  his  fellow-trareller,  and 
noted  particiilarly  what  struck  him  as  peculiar  in 
the  fashion  in  wMch  he  arranged  his  riding  accou- 
trements. 

Ere  they  remounted  to  resume  their  journey,  the 
Christian  knight  again  moistened  his  lips,  and  dipt 
his  hands  in  the  living  fountain,  and  said  to  his 
Pagan  associate  of  the  journey — ^*  I  would  I  knew 
the  name  of  this  delic^ojos  fouvtaiUf  that  I  might 
hold  it  in  my  grateful  remembrance ;  for  nerer  did 
water  slake  more  delioiously  a  more  oppressiye 
thiEst  than  I  have  this  day  eicperieflced.'' 

<<  It  is  called  in  the  Arabic  laajguage,"  answered 
the  Saracen,  <<  by  a  name  vdiidi  signifies  the  Dia- 
numd  of  the  Desert." 

"  And  well  is  it  so  named,"  replied  the  Chris- 
t|an»  <<  My  native  valley  hath  a  thoosand  springs, 
but  not  to  one  of  them  shall  I  attach  faereafber  such 
precious  recollection  as  to  this  solitary  lount,  which 
bestows  its  liquid  treasures  where  they  are  not  only 
delightful,  but  nearly  indispensable." 

«  You  say  truth,"  said  tbe  Saracen ;  <<  for  the 
eorae  is  still  on  yonder  sea  of  death,  and  nei^r 
man  nor  beast  drink  of  its  waves,  nor  of  the  river 
whidi  feeds  without  filling  it,  until  this  inhospitable 
desert  be  [passed." 

They  mounted,  and  pursued  their  journey  across 
the  sandy  waste.  The  ardour  of  noon  was  now  past, 
and  a  light  breeze  somewhat  alleviated  the  terrors 
of  the  desert,  though  not  without  bearing  on  its 
wings  an  impalpable  dust,  which  the  Sarac^i  little 
heeded,  though  his  heavily-armed  companion  fdit  it 
as  such  an  annoyance^  that  he  hung  his  iron  casque 
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at  his  saddlebow,  aad  substituted  the  light  riding* 
cap,  termed  in  the  language  of  the  time  a  mortiery 
from  its  resemblance  in  shape  to  an  ordinary  mor- 
tar. They  rode  together  for  some  time  in  silence, 
the  Saracen  performing  the  part  of  director  and 
guide  of  the  journey,  which  he  did  by  obserring 
minute  marks  and  bearings  of  the  distant  rocks,  to 
a  ridge  of  which  they  were  gradually  approaching. 
For  a  little  time  he  seemed  absorbed  in  the  task,  as 
a  pilot  when  navigating  a  vessel  through  a  difficult 
channel ;  but  they  had  not  proceeded  half  a  league 
when  he  seemed  secure  of  his  route,  and  disposed, 
with  more  frankness  than  was  usual  to  his  nation, 
to  enter  into  conversation. 

"  You  have  asked  the  name,"  he  said,  "  of  a 
mute  fountain,  which  hath  the  semblance,  but  not 
the  reality,  of  a  living  thing.  Let  me  be  pardoned 
to  ask  the  name  of  the  companion  with  whom  I  have 
this  day  encountered,  both  in  danger  and  in  repose, 
and  which  I  cannot  fancy  unknown,  even  here  among 
the  deserts  of  Palestine  ?'* 

'^  It  is  not  yet  worth  publishing,"  said  the  Chris- 
tian. <<  Ejiow,  however,  that  among  the  soldiers 
oi  the  Cross  I  am  called  Kenneth — Kenneth  of  the 
Couching  Leopard  ;  at  home  I  have  other  titles,  but 
they  would  sound  harsh  in  an  Eastern  ear.  Brave 
Saracen,  let  me  ask  which  of  the  tribes  of  Arabia 
claims  your  descent,  and  by  what  name  you  are 
known  ?" 

'*  Sir  Kenneth,"  said  the  Moslem,  "  I  joy  that 
your  name  is  such  as  my  lips  can  easily  utter.  For 
me,  1  am  no  Arab,  yet  derive  my  descent  from  a 
line  neither  less  wild  nor  less  warlike.     Know,  Sir 
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Knight  of  tbe  Leopard,  that  I  am  Sheerkohf,  the 
Lion  of  the  Mountain,  and  that  Kurdistan,  from 
which  I  derive  my  descent,  holds  no  family  more 
noble  than  that  of  Seljook." 

<<  I  have  heard/'  answered  the  Christian,  <<  that 
your  g^eat  Soldan  claims  his  blood  from  the  same 
source  ?" 

<*  Thanks  to  the  Prophet,  that  hath  so  far  ho- 
noured our  mountains,  as  to  send  from  their  bosom 
him  whose  word  is  victory,"  answered  tbe  Paynim* 
**  I  am  but  as  a  worm  before  the  King  of  Egypt 
and  Syria,  and  yet  in  my  own  land  something  my 
name  may  avail. — Stranger^  with  how  many  men 
didst  thou  come  on  this  warfare  ?" 

«  By  my  faith,"  said  Sir  Kenneth,  «  with  aid  of 
friends  and  kinsmen,  I  was  hardly  pinched  to  fur- 
nish forth  ten  well-appointed  lances,  with  maybe 
some  fif^y  more  men,  archers  a^d  varlets  included* 
Some  have  deserted  my  unlucky  pennon — some 
have  fallen  in  battle — several  have  died  of  disease 
— and  one  trusty  armour-bearer,  for  whose  life  I 
am  now  doing  my  pilgrimage,  lies  on  the  bed  of 
sickness/* 

«  Christian,"  said  Sheerkohf,  "  here  I  have  five 
arrows  in  my  quiver,  each  feathered  from  the  wing 
of  an  eagle.  When  I  send  one  of  them  to  my  tents, 
a  thousand  warriors  mount  on  horseback — when  I 
send  another,  an  equal  force  will  arise — ^for  the  five, 
I  can  command  five  thousand  men ;  and  if  I  send 
my  bow,  ten  thousand  mounted  riders  will  shake 
the  desert.  And  with  thy  fifty  followers  thou  hagt 
come  to  invade  a  land,  in  which  I  am  one  of  the 
meanest  !** 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


88  TA1.es  of  the  CRUSADSItS. 

"  Now,  by  the  rood,  Saracen,"  retorted  tlie  west- 
ern warrior,  "  thou  shouldst  know,  ere  thou  vaunt- 
est  thyself,  that  one  steel  glove  can  crush  a  whole 
handful  of  hornets." 

<<  Ay,  hut  it  must  first  endos^  them  within  its 
grasp,"  said  the  Saracen,  with  a  smile  which  might 
have  endangered  their  new  alliance,  had  he  not 
changed  the  subject  by  adding,  <<  And  is  braviery  so 
mudi  esteemed  amongst  the  Christian  princes,  that 
thou,  thus  void  of  means,  and  of  men,  canst  offer, 
as  thou  didst  of  late,  to  be  my  protector  and  secu- 
rity in  the  camp  of  thy  brethreii  ?" 

"  Know,  Saracen,"  said  the  Christian,  <«  since 
such  is  thy  style,  that  the  name  of  a  knight,  and 
the  blood  of  a  gentleman,  entitle  him  to  place  him- 
self on  the  same  rank  with  sovereigns  even  of  the 
first  degree,  in  so  far  as  r^ards  all  but  regal  au- 
thority and  dominion.  Were  Richard  of  England 
himself  to  wound  the  honour  of  a  knight  as  poor 
as  I  am,  he  could  not,  by  the  law  of  chivalry,  deny 
him  the  combat." 

<<  Methinks  I  should  like  to  look  upon  so  strange 
a  scene,"  said  the  Emir,  <<  in  which  a  leathern  belt 
and  a  pair  of  spurs  put  the  poorest  on  a  level  with 
the  most  powerful." 

"  You  must  add  free  blood  and  a  fearless  heart," 
said  the  Christian ;  ^<  then,  perhaps,  yon  will  not 
have  spoken  untruly  of  the  dignity  of  knighthood.** 

<<  And  mix  you  as  boldly  amongst  the  females 
of  your  chiefs  and  leaders  ?"  asked  the  Saracen. 

"  Grod  forbid,"  said  the  Knight  of  the  Leopard, 
'<  that  the  poorest  Knight  in  Christendom  shoidd 
not  be  free,  in  all  honourable  service,  to  devote  hit 
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hand  aofl  iword,  the  fame  of  his  actions,  and  the 
fixed  dcTotion  of  his  hearty  to  the  fairest  princess 
who  eyer  wore  coronet  on  her  hrow  !" 

"  But  a  little  while  since/'  said  the  Saracen, 
**  and  yon  described  lore  as  the  highest  treasure  of 
the  heart — ^thine  hath  undoubtedly  been  high  and 
nobly  bestowed  ?" 

**  Stranger/'  answered  the  Christian,  blushing 
deeply  as  he  spoke,  *^  we  tell  not  rashly  where  it 
18  we  have  bestowed  our  choicest  treasures— it  is 
enough  for  thee  to  know,  that,  as  thou  sayest,  my 
loye  is  highly  and  nobly  bestowed — most  highly-*- 
most  nobly ;  but  if  thon  wonldst  hear  of  love  and 
brd^en  lances,  venture  thyself,  as  thou  sayest,  to 
the  camp  of  the  Crusaders,  and  thou  wilt  find  exer- 
cise for  thine  ears,  and,  if  thou  wilt,  for  thy  hands 
too." 

The  Eastern  warricHry  raising  himself  in  his  stir- 
rups, and  shaking  aloft  his  lance,  replied,  '*  Hard- 
ly, r  fear,  shall  I  find  one  with  a  crossed  shoulder, 
who  will  exchange  with  me  the  cast  of  the  jerrid.** 

**  I  will  not  promise  for  that^"  replied  the  Knight, 
*<  though  there  be  in  the  camp  certain  Spaniards, 
who  hare  right  good  skill  in  your  Eastern  game  of 
hurling  the  javelin.** 

**  Dogs,  and  sons  of  dogs  I"  ejaculated  the  Sara- 
cen ;  **  what  have  these  Spaniards  to  do  to  come 
hkher  to  combat  the  true  believers,  who,  in  their 
own  land,  are  their  lords  and  taskmasters  ?  with  . 
tliem  I  woidd  mix  in  no  warlike  pastime.'' 

<<  Let  not  the  knights  of  Leon  or  Astunas  hear 
you  speak  thus  of  them,"  said  the  Knight  of  the 
Leopard ;  "  but,"  added  he,  smiling  at  the  recol- 
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lection  of  the  morning's  combat,  <<  if,  instead  of  a 
reed,  you  were  inclined  to  stahd  the  cast  of  a  bat- 
tle-axe, there  are  enoagh  of  western  warriors  who 
would  gratify  yonr  longing." 

"  By  the  beard  of  my  father,  sir,"  said  the  Sa- 
racen, with  an  approach  to  laughter,  "  the  game  is 
too  rough  for  mere  sport — I  will  never  shun  them 
in  battle,  but  my  head**  (pressing  his  hand  to  his 
brow)  "  will  not,  for  a  while,  permit  me  to  seek 
them  in  sport.'* 

<<  I  would  yon  saw  the  axe  of  King  Richard,*'  an* 
swered  the  western  warrior,  <<  to  which  that  which 
hapgs  at  my  saddlebow  weighs  but  as  a  feather.** 

"  We  hear  much  of  that  island  sovereign,**  said 
the  Saracen,  <<  art  thou  one  of  his  subjects  ?'* 

<<  One  of  his  followers  I  am,  for  this  expedition/' 
answered  the  Knight,  ^<  and  honoured  in  the  ser-« 
vice ;  but  not  bom  his  subject,  although  a  native 
of  the  island  in  which  he  reigns.** 

"  How  mean  you  ?'*  said  the  Ejastem  soldier 
**  have  you  then  two  kings  in  one  poor  island  ?'* 

"  As  thou  sayest,'*  said  the  Scot,  for  such  was 
Sir  Kenneth  by  birth, — <<  It  is  even  so  ;  and  yet» 
although  the  inhabitants  of  the  two  extremities  of 
that  island  are  engaged  in  frequent  war,  the  coun-^ 
try  can,  as  thou  seest,  furnish  forth  such  a  body 
of  men-at-arms,  as  may  go  far  to  shake  the  unholy 
hold  which  your  master  hath  laid  on  the  cities  of 
Zion.'* 

<«  By  the  beard  of  Saladin,  Nazarene,  but  that 
it  is  a  thoughtless  and  boyish  folly,  I  could  laugh 
at  the  simplicity  of  your  great  Sultan,  who  comes 
hither  to  make  conquests  of  deserts  and  rocks,  and 
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the  possession  of  them  witb  those  who 
lave  tenfold  numbers  at  command,  while  he  leares 
a  part  of  his  narrow  islet,  in  which  he  was  bom  a 
sorerei^,  to  the  dominion  of  another  sceptre  than 
his.  Surely,  Sir  Kenneth,  you  and  the  other  good 
men  of  your  country  should  Inito  submitted  youir- 
self  to  the  dominion  of  this  King  Richard,  ere  you 
left  your  native  land,  divided  against  itself,  to  set 
forth  on  this  expedition  ?" 

Hasty  and  fierce  was  Kenneth'a  answer.  ^  No» 
by  the  bright  light  of  Heaven  !  If  the  King  of 
England  had  not  set  forth  to  the  Crusade  till  he 
was  sovereign  of  Scotland,  the  crescent  might,  for 
me,  and  all  true-hearted  Scots,  glimmer  for  ever 
on  the  walls  of  Zion." 

Thas  far  he  had  proceeded,  when,  suddenly  re- 
collecting himself,  he  muttered,  "  Mea  culpa  f  mea 
culpa  !  what  have  I,  a  soldier  of  the  Cross,  to  do 
with  recollection  of  war  betwixt  Christian  nations  1" 

The  rapid  expression  of  feeling  corrected  by 
the  dictates  of  duty,  did  not  escape  the  Moslem, 
who,  if  he  did  not  entirely  understand  all  which  it 
conveyed,  saw  enough  to  convince  him  with  the 
assurance,  that  Christians,  as  well  as  Moslemah, 
had  private  feelings  of  personal  pique,  and  national 
quarrels,  which  were  not  entirely  reconcilable.  But 
the  Saracens  were  a  race,  polished,  perhaps,  to  the 
utmost  extent  which  their  religion  permitted,  and 
particularly  capable  of  entertaining  high  ideas  of 
courtesy  and  politeness  ;  and  such  sentiments  pre- 
vented his  taking  any  notice  of  the  inconsistency 
of  Sir  Kenneth's  feelings,  in  the  opposite  characters 
of  a  Scot  and  a  Crusader. 
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Meanwhile,  as  they  advanced,  the  so^e  began 
to  change  around  them*  They  were  now  toming 
to  the  eastward,  and  had  reached  the  range  of  steep 
and  barren  hills,  which  binds  in  that  quarter  the 
naked  plain,  and  varies  the  surface  of  the  country, 
without  changing  its  sterile  character.  I^iarp,  rocky 
eminences  began  to  arise  around  them,  and,  in  a 
short  time,  deep  declivities,  and  ascents,  both  for* 
midable  in  height,  and  difficult  from  the  narrowoess 
of  the  path,  ofPered  to  the  travellers  obstacles  of  a 
di£Perent  kind  from  those  with  which  they  had  re* 
cently  contended.  Dark  caverns  and  chasms  amongst 
the  rocks,  those  grottoes  so  often  alluded  to  in  Scrip- 
ture, yawned  fearfully  on  either  side  as  they  pro- 
ceeded, and  the  Scottish  knight  was  informed  by 
the  Eknir,  that  these  were  often  the  refuge  of  beasts 
of  prey,  or  of  men  still  more  ferocious,  who,  driven 
to  desperation  by  the  constant  war,  and  the  oppre^*- 
sion  exercised  by  the  soldi^y,  as  well  of  the  Cross 
as  of  the  Crescent,  had  become  robbers,  and  spared 
neither  rank  nor  religpion,  neither  sex  nor  age,  in 
their  de{H*edations. 

The  Scottish  knight  listened  with  indiffer^Kse 
to  the  accounts  of  ravages  committed  by  wild  beasts 
or  wicked  men,  secure  as  he  felt  himself  in  his  own 
valour  and  personal  strength ;  but  he  was  s^amck 
with  mysterious  dread,  when  he  recollected  that  he 
was  now  in  the  awful  wilderness  of  the  forty  days^ 
fast,  and  the  scene  of  the  actual  personal  tempta- 
tion, wherewith  the  Evil  Principle  was  permitted 
to  assail  the  Son  oi  Man.  He  withdrew  his  atten- 
tion gradually  from  the  light  and  worldly  convert 
sation  of  the  infidel  warrior  beside  him,  and,  how- 
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e?er  acceptable  liis  gay  and  gallant  brayeiy  woidd 
liftTe  rendered  him  as  a  companion  elsewhere,  Sir 
Kdimeth  ielt  as  if,  in  lliose  wildernesses — ^the  waste 
and  dry  places — ^in  whidi  the  foul  ^rits  were  wont 
to  wander  wh^i  expelled  the  mortals  whose  forms 
they  possessed,  a  bare*footed  friar  woold  haye  been 
a  l)«tter  associate  than  the  gay  but  nnbelieTing 


These  feelmgs  embarrassed  him ;  the  rather  that 
the  Saracen's  spirits  appeared  to  rise  with  the  jour- 
ney, fmd  because  the  farther  he  penetrated  into  the 
glMMny  recesses  of  the  mountains,  the  lighter  be- 
cand  his  conversation,  and  when  he  found  that 
vnanswered,  the  louder  grew  his  song.  1^  Ken- 
■etk  knew  enough  of  the  Eastern  langnages,  to  be 
ttsnred  that  he  chanted  sonnets  of  love,  containing 
i&  the  glowing  praises  of  beauty,  in  which  the 
Oriental  poets  are  so  fond  of  luxuriating,  and  which^ 
tii^refare,  were  peculiarly  unfitted  for  a  serious  ot 
ierotional  rtrain  ef  tliought,  the  feeling  best  be^ 
wmiBg  the  Wilderness  of  the  Temptation.  With 
ioconsisteiicy  enough,  the  Saracen  also  sung  lays 
in  praise  of  wine,  the  liquid  ruby  of  the  Persian ' 
poets,  and  his  gaiety  at  length  became  so  unsuit- 
able to  the  Christian  knight's  contrary  train  of 
ssatim^its,  as,  but  for  the  promise  of  amity  which 
they  had  exchanged,  would  most  likely  have  made 
Sir  Kenneth  take  measures  to  change  his  note.  As 
it  was,  the  Crusader  felt  as  if  he  had  by  his  side 
»ine  gay  lieentious  fiend,  who  endeavoured  to  en- 
Bfiare  his  soul,  and  endanger  his  immortal  salvation, 
by  muring  loose  thoughts  of  earthly  pleasure,  and 
tha  polluting  his  devotion,  at  a  time  when  his  faith 
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as  a  Christian,  and  his  vow  as  a  pilgrim',  called  on 
him  for  a  serious  and  penitential  state  of  mind.  He 
was  thus  greatly  perplexed,  and  undecided  how  to 
act ;  and  it  was  in  a  tone  of  hasty  displeasure,  that, 
at  length  hreaking  silence,  he  interrupted  the  lay 
of  the  celebrated  Rudpiki,  in  which  he  prefers  the 
mole  on  his  mistress's  bosom  to  all  the  wealth  of 
Bokhara  and  Samarcand. 

<<  Saracen,'*  said  the  Crusader,  sternly,  **  blinded 
as  thou  art,  and  plunged  amidst  the  errors  of  a  false 
law,  thou  shouldst  yet  comprehend  that  there  are 
some  places  more  holy  than  others,  and  that  there 
are  some  scenes  also,  in  which  the  Evil  One  hath 
more  than  ordinary  power  over  sinful  mortals.  I 
will  not  tell  thee  for  what  awful  reason  this  place 
—these  rocks — ^these  caverns  with  their  gloomy 
arches,  leading  as  it  were  to  the  central  abyss — are 
held  an  especial  haunt  of  Satan  and  his  angels.  It 
is  enough,  that  I  have  been  long  warned  to  beware 
of  this  place  by  wise  and  holy  men,  to  whom  the 
qualities  of  the  unholy  region  are  well  knowD. 
Wherefore,  Saracen,  forbear  thy  foolish  and  ill- 
timed  levity,  and  turn  thy  thoughts  to  things  more 
suited  to  the  spot ;  although,  alas,  for  thee  I  thy 
best  prayers  are  but  as  blasphemy  and  sin." 

The  Saracen  listened  with  some  surprise,  and 
then  replied,  with  good-humour  and  gaiety,  only 
so  far  repressed  as  courtesy  required,  <<  Good  Sir 
Kenneth,  methinks  you  deal  unequally  by  your 
companion,  or  else  ceremony  is  but  indi£Perently 
taught  amongst  your  western  tribes.  I  took  no 
o£Pence  when  I  saw  you  gorge  hog's  flesh  and  drink 
wine,  and  permitted  you  to  enjoy  a  treat  which 
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fon  called  your  Christian  liberty,  only  pitying  in 
my  heart  your  fonl  pastimes — Wherefore,  then, 
shouldst  thou  take  scandal,  because  I  cheer,  to  the 
best  of  my  power,  a  gloomy  road  with  a  cheerful 
Terse  ?  What  saith  the  poet, — *  Song  is  like  the 
dews  of  Heaven  on  the  bosom  of  the  desert ;  it  cools 
the  patb  of  the  traveller.* " 

"  Friend  Saracen,"  said  the  Christian,  <<  I  blame 
uot  the  love  of  minstrelsy  and  of  the  ffoi  science  ; 
albeit,  we  yield  unto  it  even  too  much  room  in  our 
thoughts  when  they  should  be  bent  on  better  things 
But  prayers  and  holy  psalms  are  better  fitting  than 
lais  of  love,  or  of  wine-cups,  when  men  walk  in  this 
VsJley  of  the  Shadow  of  Death,  fall  of  fiends  and 
demons,  whom  the  prayers  of  holy  men  have  driven 
forth  from  the  haunts  of  humanity  to  wander  amidst 
icenes  as  accursed  as  themselves." 

<<  Speak  not  thus  of  the  Genii,  Christian,"  an- 
swered the  Saracen,  «  for  know,  thou  speakest  to 
one  whose  line  and  nation  drew  their  origin  from 
the  immortal  race,  which  your  sect  fear  and  blas- 
pheme." 

<<  I  well  thought,"  answered  the  Crusader,  "  that 
your  blinded  race  had  their  descent  from  the  foul 
fiend,  without  whose  aid  you  would  never  have  been 
able  to  maintain  this  blessed  land  of  Palestine 
against  so  many  valiant  soldiers  of  God.  I  speak 
not  thus  of  thee  in  particular,  Saracen,,  but  gene- 
rally of  thy  people  and  religion.  Strange  is  it  to 
me,  however,  not  that  you  should  have  the  descent 
from  the  Evil  One,  but  that  you  should  boast  of  it." 

**  From  whom  should  the  bravest  boast  of  de- 
scending, saving  from  him  that  is  bravest  ?*'  said 
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the  Saraoea ;  <<  from  whom  should  the  prondest 
trace  their  line  so  well  as  from  the  Dark  Spirit, 
which  would  rather  fall  headlong  by  force,  thtti 
bend  the  knee  by  his  will  ?  Eblis  may  be  hated, 
stranger,  but  he  must  be  feared ;  and  su^h  as  Bbtis 
are  his  descendants  of  Kurdistan.'' 

Tales  of  magic  and  of  necromancy  were  the  learn- 
ing of  the  period,  and  Sir  Kenneth  heard  his  compa- 
nion's confession  of  diabolical  descent  without  any  ' 
disbelief,  and  without  much  wonder ;  yet  not  with- 
out a  secret  shudder  at  finding  himself  in  this  fear- 
ful place,  in  the  eompany  of  one  who  avouched  him- 
self to  belong  to  such  a  linei^e.  Naturally  unsus- 
ceptible, howeyer,  of  fear,  he  crossed  himsdf,  and 
stoutly  demanded  of  the  Saracen  an  account  of  tile 
pedigree  which  he  had  boasted.  The  latter  readily 
complied. 

"  Know,  brave  stranger,"  he  said,  "  that  when 
the  cruel  Zohauk,  one  of  the  descendants  of  Giam- 
schid,  held  the  throne  of  Persia,  he  A>rmed  a  league 
with  the  Powers  of  Darkness,  amidst  die  se<»ret 
vaults  of  Istakhar,  vaults  which  the  hands  of  the 
elementary  spirits  had  hewn  out  of  the  living  rock 
long  before  Adam  himself  had  an  existence.  Here 
he  fed,  with  daily  oblations  of  human  blood,  two 
devouring  serpents,  which  had  become,  according 
to  the  poets,  a  part  of  himself,  and  to  sustain  whom 
he  levied  a  tax  of  daily  human  sacrifices,  till  the 
exhausted  patience  of  bis  subjects  caused  some  tc 
raise  up  the  scimitar  of  resistance,  like  the  valiant 
Blacksmith,  and  the  victorious  Feridoun,  by  whom 
the  tyrant  was  at  length  dethroned,  and  imprisoned 
tor  ever  in  the  dismal  caverns  of  the  mountain  Da 
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mif  emL  But  ^e  that  deUrmmee  had  taken  plaee, . 
and  irhUst  the  power  a£  the  blood-thirgty  tyrant 
wat  at  ita  height,  the  band  ef  raTening  alayes,  whom 
ii6  had  sent  forth  to  poTTey  victims  for  ais  daily 
ncrifi^e,  brought  to  the  vaults  of  the  palace  of  Is* 
takhar  seven  sisters  so  heautifid,  that  they  seemed 
MTea  houris.  These  seven  maidens  were  the  daugh- 
ters of  a  sage,  who  had  no  treasures  save  those 
beauties  and  his  own  wisdom.  The  last  was  not 
sufficient  to  foresee  thb  misfortune,  the  fbnner 
seemed  ine£Fectnal  to  prevent  it.  The  eldest  ex- 
ceeded not  her  twentieth  year,  the  youngest  had 
scarce  attained  her  thirteenth ;  and  so  like  w^re 
they  to  each  other,  that  they  could  not  have  been 
distinguished  but  for  the  difference  of  height,  in 
whkk  they  gradually  rose  in  easy  gradation  above 
each  other,  like  the  ascent  which  leads  to  the  gates 
of  Paradise.  So  lovely  were  these  seven  sisters 
when  they  stood  in  the  darksome  vault,  disrobed  of 
all  clothing  saving  a  cymar  of  white  sUk,  that  their 
charms  moved  the  hearts  of  those  who  were  not 
mortaL  Thunder  muttered,  the  earth  shook,  the 
wall  of  the  vault  was  rent,  and  at  the  chasm  entered 
one  dressed  like  a  hunter,  with  bow  and  shafts,  and 
followed  by  six  others,  his  brethren.  They  were 
tall  men,  and,  though  dark,  yet  comely  to  behold, 
but  their  eyes  had  more  the  glare  of  those  of  the 
dead,  than  the  light  which  lives  under  the  eyelids 
of  the  living.  <  Zeineb/  said  the  leader  of  the  band 
—and  as  he  spoke  he  took  the  eldest  sister  by  the 
hand,  and  his  voice  was  soft,  low,  and  melancholy, 
— ^  I  am  Ck>throb,  king  of  the  subterranean  world, 
and  supreme  chief  of  Ginnistan.   I  and  my  brethren 
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are  of  those,  who,  created  out  of  the  pure  elemen- 
tary fire,  disdained,  even  at  the  command  of  Omni- 
potence, to  do  homage  to  a  clod  of  earth,  because  it 
was  called  Man.  Thou  may'st  have  heard  of  us  as 
cruel,  unrelenting,  and  persecuting.  It  is  false. 
We  aie  by  nature  kind  and  generous ;  only  venge- 
ful when  insulted,  only  cruel  when  affronted.  We 
are  true  to  those  who  trust  us ;  and  we  have  heard 
the  invocations  of  thy  father,  the  sage  Mithrasp, 
who  wisely  worships  not  alone  the  Origin  of  Good, 
but  that  which  is  called  the  Source  of  Evil.  You 
and  your  sisters  are  on  the  eve  of  death  ;  but  let 
each  give  to  us  one  hair  from  your  fair  tresses,  in 
token  of  fealty,  and  we  will  carry  you  many  miles 
from  hence  to  a  place  of  safety,  where  you  may  hid 
defiance  to  Zohauk  and  his  ministers.'  The  fear  of 
instant  death,  saith  the  poet,  is  like  the  rod  of  the 
prophet  Haroun,  which  devoured  all  other  rods, 
when  transformed  into  snakes  before  the  King  of 
Pharaoh ;  and  the  daughters  of  the  Persian  sage 
were  less  apt  than  others  to  be  afraid  of  the  ad- 
dresses of  a  spirit.  They  gave  the  tribute  which 
Cothrob  demanded,  and  in  an  instant  the  sisters 
were  transported  to  an  enchanted  castle  on  the 
mountains  of  Tugrut,  in  Kurdistan,  and  were  never 
again  seen  by  mortal  eye.  But  in  process  of  time 
seven  youths,  distinguished  in  the  war  and  in  the 
chase,  appeared  in  the  environs  of  the  castle  of  the 
demons.  They  were  darker,  taller,  fiercer,  and  more 
resolute,  than  any  of  the  scattered  inhabitants  of 
the  valleys  of  Kurdistan  ;  and  they  took  to  them- 
selves wives,  and  became  fathers  of  the  seven  tribes 
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of  the  Kurdmans,  whose  valour  is  known  throngfa- 
out  the  nniverse.'' 

The  Christian  knight  heard  with  wonder  the  wild 
tale,  of  which  Knrdistan  still  possesses  the  traces, 
and,  after  a  moment's  thought,  replied, — "  Verily, 
Sir  Knight,  you  have  spoken  well — ^your  genealogy 
may  he  dreaded  and  hated,  but  it  cannot  be  con- 
temned. Neither  do  I  any  longer  winder  at  your 
obstinacy  in  a  false  faith ;  since,  doubtless,  it  is  part 
of  the  fiendish  disposition  which  hath  descended 
from  your  ancestors,  those  infernal  huntsmen,  as 
you  have  described  them,  to  love  falsehood  rather 
than  truth  ;  and  I  no  longer  marvel  that  your  spirits 
become  high  and  exalted,  and  vent  themselves  in 
verse  and  in  tunes,  when  you  approach  to  the  places 
^cnmbered  by  the  haunting  of  evil  spirits,  which 
most  excite  in  you  that  joyous  feeling  which  others 
experience  when  approaching  the  land  of  their 
hmnan  ancestry." 

*^  By  my  father's  beard,  I  think  thou  hast  the 
right,"  said  the  Saracen,  rather  amused  than  offend- 
ed by  the  freedom  with  which  the  Christian  had 
uttered  his  reflections  ;  "  for,  though  the  Prophet 
(blessed  be  his  name  I)  hath  sown  amongst  us  the 
seed  of  a  better  faith  than  our  ancestors  learned  in 
the  ghostly  halls  of  Tugrut,  yet  we  are  not  willing, 
like  other  Moslemah,  to  pass  hasty  doom  on  the 
lofty  and  powerful  elementary  spirits  from  whom 
we  claim  our  origin*  These  Genii,  according  to 
our  belief  and  hope,  are  not  altogether  reprobate, 
but  are  still  in  the  way  of  probation,  and  may  here- 
after be  punished  or  rewarded.     Leave  we  this  to 
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the  mollahs  and  the  imarnns.  Enough  that  with  us 
the  reverence  for  these  spirits  is  not  altogether  ef- 
faced by  what  we  have  learned  from  the  Koran, 
and  that  many  of  us  still  sing,  in  memorial  of  our 
fathers'  more  ancient  faith,  such  verses  as  these." 

So  saying,  he  proceeded  to  chant  verses^  very 
ancient  in  the  lang^uage  and  structure,  which  some 
have  though!  derive  their  source  from  the  worship- 
pers of  Arimanesy  the  Evil  Principle. 

AHRIMAN. 

Dark  Ahrimao,  whom  Irak  still 
Holds  origin  of  woe  and  ill ! 

When,  bending  at  thy  shrine. 
We  view  the  world  with  troubled  eye, 
Where  see  we  *neath  the  extended  sky, 

An  empire  matching  thine ' 

If  the  Benigner  Power  can  yield 
A  fountain  in  the  desert  field, 

Where  weary  pilgrims  drink ; 
Thine  are  the  wayes  that  lash  the  rock. 
Thine  the  tornado's  deadly  shock, 

Where  countless  navies  sink ! 

'  Or  if  He  bid  the  soil  dispense 
Balsams  to  cheer  the  sinking  sense. 

How  few  can  they  deliyer 
From  lingering  pains,  or  pang  intense, 
Red  Fever,  spotted  Pestilence, 
The  arrows  of  thy  quiver  I 

Chief  in  Man's  bosom  sits  thy  sway, 
And  frequent,  while  in  words  we  pray 

Before  another  throne, 
Whate'er  of  specious  form  be  then^ 
The  secret  meaning  of  the  prayer 

la,  Ahrimao,  thine  own. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TALE  II.      THE  TALISMAN.  ft  I 

Sayy  hast.tlum  feeUog,  4fpae^  uMl  Sfftm, 
Thunder  thy  -voice,  thy  gannents  ston% 

As  Eastern  Magi  say ; 
With  sentient  soul  of  liate  and  wrath. 
And  wings  to  sweep  thy  4tadly  path^ 

And  £Euig9  to  tear  tfay  prey  ? 

Or  art  thou  mix'd  in  Nature's  souree, 
An  c^«r-operating  Ibroe, 

ConTffiting  gpod  to  m  ; 
An  evil  princ^le  innate, 
Contending  with  our  better  fate, 

And  oh !  yictorious  still  ? 

Howe*er  it  he,  dispute  is  vain. 

On  all  without  thou  hold'st  thy  reign, 

Kor  less  on  all  within ; 
Each  mortal  paiirion*s  fierce  career, 
Love,  hate,  ambition,  joy,  and  fear, 

Thougoadest  into  sin. 

Whene'er  a  sunny'gleam  appears. 
To  brighten  up  our  vale  of  tears. 

Thou  art  not  distant  far ; 
'Mid  such  brief  solace  of  our  Uvea, 
Thou  whetf  St  our  very  banquet-knives 

To  tools  of  death  and  war. 

Thus,  from  the'  moment  of  our  birth. 
Long  as  we  linger  on  the  earth. 

Thou  rulest  the  fate  of  men ; 
Tliine  are  the  pangs  of  life's  last  hour. 
And — who  dare  answer? — ^is  thy  power, 

Darlc  Spirit!  ended  Then?* 


*  The  worthy  and  learned  clergyman,  by  whom  this  gpedes  of  hynui 
bi  beai  translated,  denxes.  that»  for  fear  of  misconcepticm,  we  should 
»am  the  reader  to  recollect,  that  it  is  composed  by  a  heathen,  to  whom 
the  real  causes  of  moral  and  physical  evU  are  un^iown,  and  who  views 
thdr  predominance  in  the  system  of  the  universe,  as  all  must  view  that 
•ppaffing  fiurt,  who  have  not  die  benefit  of  the  Christian  Revelation.  On 
<w  own  part,  we  beg  to  add,  that  ws  understand  the  style  of  the  transla* 
tor  ii  more  paraphrastic  than  can  be  approved  by  those  who  are  acquaint 
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These  veixes  m^j  penjipijfli^  have  been  die  iiotiiB« 
natiliral  effusion  of.  some  balf-enligfatened  philoso- 
pher,  who^  in  the  faUed  deily>  Arimanes,  sBtw  but 
the  preyal^ce  of  motal  and  pkygieal  evil ;  but  in 
the  ears  of  Sir  Kenneth  of  the  Leopard,  they  had 
a  different  effect,  and»  sung  as  they  weire  by  one 
who  had  just  boasted  l^sdf  a  descendant  «^  de- 
mons, sounded  very  like  an  address  of  worship  to 
the  Arch-fiend  himself*  He  weighed  wiUiin  him- 
self, whether,  on  hearii^  such  bla^hemy  in  the 
very  desert  where  Satan  had  stood  rebuked  for 
demanding  homage,  taking  an  abrc^t  leave  of  1^ 
Saracen  was  sufficient  to  testify  his  abhorrence ;  or 
whether  he  was  not  rathier  ccHostrained  by  his  vow 
as  a  Crusader,  to  defy  the  infidel  to  «x»mbat  on  the 
spot,  and  leave  him  food  for  tlte  beasts  of  the  wil- 
derness, when  his  attention  was  suddenly  caught  by 
an  unexpected  apparition. 

The  light  was  now  verging  low,  yet  served  Ae 
knight  still  to  discern  that  they  two  were  no  long^ 
alone  in  the  forest,  but  were  dosdy  watched  by  a 
figure  of  great  height  and  very  thin,  which  skip- 
ped over  rocks  and  bushes  with  so  much  agility* 
as,  added  to  the  wild  and  hirsute  appearance  of  the 
individual,  reminded  him  of  the  fiouns  and  silvans, 
whose  images  he  had  seen  in  the  ancient  temples 
of  Rome.  As  the  single-hearted  Scottishman  had 
never  for  a  moment  doubted  these  gods  of  the  an- 
cient Gentiles  to  be  actually  devils,  so  lie  now  he- 
ed with  thd  singularly  curious  originaL  The  trandator  seems  to  bavs 
dc8|>aired  of  rendering  into  English  verse  the  ffights  of  Oriental  poetry ; 
and,  poesiUy,  like  many  learned  and  ingenious  men,  finding  it  impop^ 
to  discover  the  sense  of  the  original,  he  may  have  tacitly  substituted  bii 
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I  tM  to  Mio^  tte  tiie  Masphemons  hymn 
«£liid  Sbneen  iiad  rmtd  o^«n  inff^rnal  i^nrH. 

**  But  whirt  reda  itT  siid  slovt  Sb  Kennetb  to 
huwelf ;  ^  down  witJi  ^e  fiend  and  lyii  wonhip- 
pewr 

fie  did  not^  howvrer,  diink  it  necessary  to  gi^e 
tfe  same  warning  of  defiance  to  two  enemies,  as  lie 
wenld  rnqoeatienably  ka^e  afibrded  to  one.  His 
hsnd  wsw  upon  Ids  maoe,  and  perhaps  the  unwary 
fiaraeen  wonld  have  been  paidfbr his  Persian  poetry, 
by  haring  his  brains  dashed  out  on  the  spot,  with- 
oat  any  reason  assigned  for  it ;  but  the  Scottish 
hniglrt  was  ipared  £rem  committing  what  would 
hare  been  a  sore  Uot  in  his  shidd  of  arms.  The 
iqyparitioa,  on  which  his  eyes  had  been  fixed  for 
tone  tdme,  had  at  first  af^eared  to  dog  their  path 
hy  ooaoealing  itsetf  behind  recks  and  shrubs,  using 
those  advantages  of  the  ground  with  great  address, 
and  surmounting  its  irregalarities  with  surprising 
i^gfSily.  At  length,  just  as  the  Saracen  paused  in 
his  song,  the  figure,  whidi  was  diat  of  a  tall  man 
dotted  in  goat-skins,  sprung  kito  the  midst  of  tiie 
poA,  and  seixed  a  rein  of  the  Saracen's  bridle  in 
eitiier  hsnd,  confronting  thus  and  bearing  back  the 
noble  horse,  which,  unable  to  endure  the  manner 
in  whick  this  sudden  assailant  pressed  the  long- 
armed  bit,  and  Uie  serere  curb,  which,  according  to 
the  Eastern  fashion,  was  a  solid  ring  of  iron,  reared 
upright,  and  finally  fell  backwards  on  his  master, 
who,  however,  avoided  the  peril  of  the  fall,  by  light- 
ly throwing  himself  to  one  side. 

The  assailant  then  shifted  his  grasp  from  the 
bridle  of  the  horse  to  the  throat  of  the  rider«  fiung 
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himself  above  the  straggling  Saracen,  and,  despite 
of  his  youth  and  activity,  kept  him  undermost, 
wreathing  his  long  arms  above  tnose  of  his  pri- 
soner, who  called  out  angrily,  and  yet,  half-laugh- 
ing at  the  same  time — **  Hamako — fool — unloose 
me — this  passes  thy  privilege — unloose  me,  or  I 
will  use  my  dagger."    ' 

"  Thy  dagger  I — infidel  dog  I"  said  the  figure  in 
the  goat-skins,  *'  hold  it  in  thy  gripe  if  thou  canst!" 
and  in  an  instant  he  wrenched  the  Saracen's  wea- 
pon out  of  its  owner's  hand,  and  brandished  it  over 
his  head. 

"  Help,  Nazarene  I"  cried  Sheerkohf,  now  seri- 
ously alarmed ;  *<  help,  or  the  Hamako  will  slay  me." 

^'  Slay  thee  V*  replied  the  dweller  of  the  desert ; 
«  and  well  hast  thou  merited  death,  for  singing  thy 
blasphemous  hymns,  not  only  to  the  praise  of  thy 
false  prophet,  who  is  the  foul  fiend's  harbinger,  bot 
to  that  of  the  Author  of  Evil  himself." 

The  Christian  Knight  had  hitherto  looked  on  as 
one  stupified,  so  strangely  had  this  rencontre  con- 
tradicted, in  its  progress  and  evei^t,  all  that  he  had 
previously  conjectured.  He  felt,  however,  at  length, 
that  it  touched  his  honour  to  interfere  in  behalf  of 
his  discomfited  companion ;  and  therefore  addressed 
himself  to  the  victorious  figure  in  the  goat-skins. 

"  Whosoe'er  thou  art,**  he  said,  "  and  whether 
of  good  or  of  evil,  know  that  I  am  sworn  for  the 
time  to  be  true  companion  to  the  Saracen  whom 
thou  boldest  under  thee  ;  therefore,  I  pray  thee  to 
let  him  arise,  else  I  will  do  battle  with  thee  in  hit 
behalf." 

<<^  And  a  proper  quarrel  it  were,"  answered  th^ 
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Hamako,  <<  for  a  Crusader  to  do  battle  in—for  the 
lake  of  an  unbi^tized  dog  to  combat  one  of  hit 
own  holy  faith  I  Art  thou  come  forth  to  the  wil- 
derness to  fight  for  the  Crescent  against  the  Cross  ? 
A  goodly  soldier  of  Crod  art  thou  to  listen  to  those 
who  sing  the  praises  of  Satan  !*' 

Yet,  while  he  spoke  thus,  he  arose  himself,  and, 
suffering  the  Saracen  to  arise  also,  returned  him 
his  cangiar,  or  poniard. 

<<  Thou  seest  to  what  a  point  of  peril  thy  pre- 
somption  hath  brought  thee,"  continued  he  of  the 
goat-skins,  now  addressing  Sheerkobf,  "and  by  what 
weak  means  thy  practised  skill  and  boasted  agility 
can  be  foiled,  when  such  is  Heaven's  pleasure. 
Wherefore,  beware,  O  Ilderim  I  for  know  that,  were 
there  not  a  twinkle  in  the  star  of  thy  nativity, 
which  promises  for  thee  something  that  is  good  and 
gracious  in  Heaven's  good  time,  we  two  had  not 
parted  till  I  had  torn  asunder  the  throat  which  so 
lately  trilled  forth  blasphemies." 

<<  Hamako,"  said  the  Saracen,  without  any  ap* 
pearance  of  resenting  the  violent  language,  and  yet 
more  violent  assault,  to  which  he  had  been  subject- 
ed, *^  I  pray  thee,  good  Hamako,  to  beware  how 
thou  dost  again  urge  thy  privilege  over  far;  for 
though,  as  a  good  Moslem,  I  respect  those  whom 
Heaven  hath  deprived  of  ordinary  reason,  in  order 
to  endow  them  with  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  yet  I 
like  not  other  men's  hands  on  the  bridle  of  my  horse, 
neither  upon  my  own  person.  Speak,  therefore, 
what  thou  wilt,  secure  of  any  resentment  from  me ; 
but  gather  so  much  sense  as  to  apprehend,  tiiat  if 
thou  shalt  again  proffer  me  any  violence,  I  will 
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itrike  thy  ghagged  head  from  tby  meagre  fJMjiMmm* 
—And  to  thee,  friend  Kenneth/  he  added.  «•  he 
remounted  his  steed,  ^  I  most  needs  si^,  thai,  kt^ 
companion  throogh  the  desert,  I  love  friendly  deeds 
better  than  £Bkir  words.  Of  the  last  Uiou  hast  giTen 
me  enough ;  but  it  had  been  better  to  hwre  aided 
me  more  speedily  in  my  straggle  with  this  Hamako, 
who  had  wellnigh  taken  my  life  hi  his  frea^." 

<<  By  my  faith/'  said  tlie  Knight,  **  I  did  mhm- 
what  ^1 — was  someiduit  tardy  in  r^idmng  tkee 
instant  help ;  but  the  strangeness  of  the  assailant, 
the  suddenness  of  the  sc^ie — it  was  as  if  thy  wMd 
and  wicked  lay  had  raised  the  devil  among  ns- 
and  such  was  my  confusion,  that  two  or  three  mk^^ 
nutes  elapsed  ere  I  oonld  take  to  my  wei^on." 

^  Thou  art  but  a  cold  and  considerate  friend," 
said  the  Saracen ;  <<  and,  had  the  Hamako  been  one 
grain  more  frantic,  thy  companion  had  been  skdn 
by  thy  side,  to  thy  etomal  dishonour,  without  tky 
stirring  a  finger  in  his  aid,  althoi^h  lliou  satost  by, 
mounted,  and  in  arms." 

'<  By  my  word,  Saracen,"  said  the  Christian,  ^  if 
thou  wilt  have  it  in  plain  terms,  I  tkov^t  tiiat 
strange  figure  was  the  devil ;  and  being  of  thy 
lineage,  I  knew  not  what  family  seoret  yea  migilt 
be  communicating  to  each  other, «s  you  lay  lovingly 
ndloig  together  on  the  sand." 
.  *^  Thy  gibe  is  no  answer,  brother  Kenned,"  said 
the  Saracen ;  <<  for  know,  that  had  my  asssBaat 
been  in  very  deed  the  Prince  of  Darkness,  thou 
¥rert  bound  not  die  less  to  enter  into  com^Mil;  with 
bim  in  thy  comrade's  behalf.  Know,  al80>  diat 
whatever  there  may  be  of  foul  or  of  fiandiili  about 
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$kmMammk9fMBug9  m^te  to  your  teeigi^  ihm  to 
ttiMi ;  tliui  Hanako  bekig,  In  tnitk,  the  andioril^ 
.  «vlui!ai4liet»  «ri  eorae  liftlier  to  Tistt** 

^  HhiB  I"  said  Sir  Kenneth,  looking  a  die  alli- 
letk.y«t  ^vMted  %are  before  him — ^  this  l-«-diOQ 
moekest,  Saraoen — thi§  eannot  be  the  reaerable 
Tlwodoridcr 

*^  Aak  InsM^,  if  thoa  wSt  not  believe  me/'  an- 
fluraved  SlKerfccihf ;  and  ere  ike  words  had  left  his 
■ieuth,  ^e  hermit  gave  oTidenee  in  his  own  behalf. 

«  I  am  Theodorick  <^  ISiagad^"  he  said— ^  I 
«B  ihio  walker  of  ike  desert — I  am  friend  of  the 
and  flail  of  all  infidels,  heretics,  and  derfl- 
bippen. .  Avoid  ye,  avoid  ye  l-~Down  with 
Mahoondy  Termagannt,  and  all  dieir  adherents  I" 
-«**So  sayings  he  pnlled  ^rom  micter  his  shaggy  gar- 
ment a  sort  of  flail  or  jointed  «lab,  bonnd  with  iron, 
winch  he  brandished  found  Ins  head  with  singulw 
dtKtev^y* 

<<  ThosL  see'st  thy  saint,"  said  the  Saracen,  langh* 
ng,  for  the  first  time,  at  the  unmitigated  astonish- 
v^t  wkh  which  Sir  Kenneth  UxA^ed  on  the  wild 
gestoresy  and  heard  the  wayward  nrattering  of 
Theodorick,  who,  after  swinging  his  flail  in  every 
^feotiony  apparently  quite  reddess  whether  it  en- 
CQOnteiied  the  head  of  either  of  his  companions, 
finally  showed  his  own  strength,  and  the  soundness 
flf  die  wni^ion,  by  striking  into  fragments  a  large 
stfloe  which  lay  near  him. 

f<  TThia  is  «  madman,"  said  Sir  Kenneth. 

^  Not  the  worse  saint,"  returned  the  Moslem, 
^leaking  aoeording  to  the  well-known  Eastern  be- 
lie^that  madmen  are  nnder  iheiitfnenoeof  k 
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diate  inspiration.  <<  Know,  Christian,  that  when 
one  eye  is  extinguished,  the  other  hecomes  more 
keen — when  one  hand  is  cut  o£F,  the  other  becomes 
more  powerful ;  so,  when  our  reason  in  human 
things  is  disturbed  or  destroyed,  our  view  heaven- 
ward becomes  more  acute  and  perfect." 

Here  the  voice  of  the  Saracen  was  drowned  in 
that  of  the  hermit,  who  began  to  hollo  aloud  in  a 
wild  chanting  tone, — "  I  am  Theodorick  of  Engad-* 
di — I  am  the  torch-brand  of  the  desert — I  am  the 
flail  of  the  infidels  I  The  lion  and  the  leopard  shall 
be  my  comrades,  and  draw  nigh  to  my  cell  for  shel- 
ter ;  neither  shall  the  goat  be  afraid  of  their  fangs 
— I  am  the  torch  and  the  lantern — Kyrie  Eleison !" 

He  closed  his  song  by  a  short  race,  and  ended 
that  again  by  three  forward  bounds,  which  would 
have  done  him  great  credit  in  a  gymnastic  academy, 
but  became  his  character  of  hermit  so  indi£Ferently, 
that  the  Scottish  knight  was  altogether  confound- 
ed and  bewildered. 

The  Saracen  seemed  to  understand  him  better. 
"  You  see,"  he  said, "  that  he  expects  us  to  follow 
him  to  his  cell,  which,  indeed,  is  our  only  place  of 
refuge  for  the  night.  You  are  the  leopard,  from 
the  portrait  on  your  shield — I  am  the  lion,  as  my 
name  imports — and,  by  the  goat,  alluding  to  his 
garb  of  goat-skins,  he  means  himself.  We  must 
keep  him  in  sight,  however,  for  he  is  as  fleet  as  a 
dromedary." 

In  fact,  the  task  was  a  difficult  one,  for  though 
the  reverend  guide  stopped  from  time  to  time,  and 
waved  his  hand,  as  if  to  encourage  them  to  come 
on,  yet,  well  acquainted  with  all  the  winding  dells 
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and  passes  of  the  desert,  and  gifted  with  anoommon 
actiyity,  which,  perhaps,  an  unsettled  state  of  mind 
kept  in  constant  exercise,  he  led  the  knights  through 
diasms,  and  along  footpaths,  where  even  the  light- 
armed  Saracen,  with  his  well-trained  barh,  was  in 
considerable  risk,  and  where  the  iron-sheathed  Eu- 
ropean,^ and  his  over-burdened  horse,  found  them- 
selves  in  such  eminent  peril,  as  the  rider  would 
gladly  have  exchanged  for  the  dangers  of  a  general 
action.  Glad  he  was  when,  at  length,  after  this 
wild  race,  he  beheld  the  holy  man  who  had  led  it 
standing  in  front  of  a  cavern,  with  a  large  torch  in 
his  hand,  composed  of  a  piece  of  wood  dipt  in  bitu- 
men, which  cast  a  broad  and  flickering  light,  and 
emitted  a  strong  sulphureous  smell. 

Undeterred  by  the  stifling  vapour,  the  knight 
tbrew  himself  from  his  horse  and  entered  the  ca- 
vern, which  afforded  small  appearance  of  accom- 
modation. The  cell  was  divided  into  two  parts,  in 
the  outward  of  which  were  an  altar  of  stone,  and  a 
crucifix  made  of  reeds :  This  served  the  anchorite 
for  his  chapel.  On  one  side  of  this  outward  cave 
the  Christian  knight,  though  not  without  scruple, 
arising  from  religious  reverence  to  the  objects 
around,  fastened  up  his  horse,  and  arranged  him  • 
for  the  night,  in  imitation  of  the  Saracen,  who  gave 
him  to  understand  that  such  was  the  custom  of  the 
place.  The  hermit,  meanwhile,  was  busied  putting 
his  inner  apartment  in  order  to  receive  his  guests, 
and  there  they  soon  joined  him.  At  the  bottom  of 
the  outer  cave,  a  small  aperture,  closed  with  a  door 
of  rough  plank,  led  into  the  sleeping-apartment  of 
the  hermit,  which  was  more  commodious.  The  floot 
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had  been  brcmglit  to  a  rougit  level  hj  the  laboitf  M 
the  iidiabitant,  and  then  strewed  with  white  sand, 
whieh  he  daily  sprinkled  with  water  ftfum  a  small 
fountain  whidi  bubUed  out  of  the  rock  in  one  cor^ 
ner,  affording,  in  that  stifling  climate,  refreshment 
alike  to  the  ear  and  the  taste.  Mattrasses,  wrought 
of  twisted  flags,  lay  by  the  side  of  the  c^  t  the 
sides,  Hke  the  floor,  had  been  roughly  brought  to 
shape,  and  several  herbs  and  flowers  w«*e  hung 
around  ihem.  Two  waxen  torches,  which  the  hermit 
lighted,  gave  a  dieerftd  air  to  the  place,  which  was 
rendered  agreeable  by  its  fri^ranoe  and  coolness. 

There  were  implements  of  labour  in  one  c(M*ner 
of  the  i^mrtment,  in  another  was  a  niche  for  a  rude 
statue  of  the  Virgin.  A  table  and  two  chairs  showed 
that  diey  must  be  the  handy  work  of  the  anchorite, 
being  diffisrent  in  their  form  from  Oriental  accom- 
modations. The  former  was  covered,  not  only  with 
reeds  and  pulse,  but  also  with  dried  fledi,  which 
Theodoridc  assiduously  placed  in  such  arrangement 
as  should  invite  the  appetite  of  his  guests.  This 
af^earance  of  courtesy,  though  mute,  and  expressed 
by  gesture  only,  seemed  to  Sir  Kenneth  something 
entirely  irreconcilable  with  his  former  wild  and 
I  violent  demeanour.  The  movements  of  the  hermit 
were  now  become  composed,  and  apparently  it  was 
only  a  sense  of  religious  humiliation  which  pre- 
vented his  features,  emaciated  as  they  were  by  his 
anst^e  mode  of  life,  from  being  majestic  and  noble. 
He  trode  his  cell,  as  one  who  seemed  bom  to  rule 
over  men,  but  who  had  abdicated  his  empire  to 
become  the  servant  of  Heaven.  Still,  it  must  be 
allowed  that  his  gigantic  size,  the  length  of  his 
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nnslMiireD  lockg  asd  bMrd,  and  tk%  ire  of  a  deep* 
lel  and  wild  eye»  were  rather  attributea  of  a  aoldier 
thin  of  a  rediiae. 

Eren  tke  Saracen  seemed  to  regard  the  ancho- 
rite with  gome  Teneration,  whik  he  was  thus  em- 
ployed, and  he  whispered  in  a  low  tone  to  Sir  Ken- 
neth, **  The  Hamako  is  now  in  his  better  mind, 
hot  lie  will  not  speak  ontil  we  have  eaten— such  is 
his  vow," 

It  was  in  silence,  accordingly,  tiiat  Theodeiiok 
OM^ioned  to  the  Soot  to  take  his  place  on  one  of 
tke  low  chairs,  while  Sheerkohf  jdaced  himself, 
after  tiie  cnstom  of  his  nation,  upon  a  cushion  of 
laats.  The  hermit  then  hdd  up  both  hands,  as  if 
MessJng  the  re£reshmeat  which  he  had  placed  be- 
fore his  guests^  and  they  proceeded  to  eat  in  silence 
as  profound  as  his  own.  To  the  Saracen  thk  gra- 
?i^  was  natural,  and  the  Christian  imitated  his 
taciturnity^  while  he  employed  his  thou^^its  <m  the 
nngvlarity  of  his  own  situation,  and  the  contrast 
betwixt  the  wild^  furious  gesticulations,  loud  cries, 
and  fierce  actions  of  Theodorick,  when  they  first 
met  him,  and  the  demure,  solemn,  decorous  assi- 
duity with  whidi  he  now  performed  the  duties  of 
hospitality. 

When  their  meal  was  ended,  the  hermit,  who 
bad  not  himself  eaten  a  mors^  remoYod  the  fing- 
iti«its  from  the  table,  and  placing  before  the  Sara- 
cen a  pitcher  of  sherbet,  assigned  to  the  Scot  a  flask 
of  wine. 

**  Drink,"  he  said,  "  my  children,"— they  were 
the  first  words  he  had  spoken, — ^*  the  gifts  of  God 
ate  to  be  eigoyed,  when  the  Giver  is  remembered.** 
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Having  said  this,  he  retired  to  the  outward  cell, 
prohahly  for  performance  of  his  devotionsy  and  left 
his  guests  together  in  the  inner  apartment ;  when 
Sir  Kenneth  endeavoured,  hy  various  questions,  to 
draw  from  Sheerkohf  what  that  Emir  knew  con- 
cerning his  host.  He  was  interested  hy  more  than 
mere  curiosity  in  these  enquiries.  Difficult  as  it 
was  to  reconcile  the  outrag^us  demeanour  of  the 
rednse  at  his  first  appearance,  to  his  present  humhle 
and  placid  hehaviour,  it  seemed  yet  more  impossible 
to  think  it  consistent  with  the  high  consideration 
in  which,  according  to  what  Sir  Kenneth  had  leani'> 
ed,  this  hermit  was  hdd  hy  the  most  enlightened 
divines  of  the  Christian  world.  Theodoricky  the 
hermit  of  Engaddi,  had,  in  that  character,  been  the 
correspondent  of  popes  and  councils  $  to  whom  his 
letters,  ftdl  of  eloquent  fervour^  had  described  ike 
miseries  in^os^d  by  the  unbelievers  upon  the  Latili 
Christians  in  the  Holy  Land,  in  colours  scaree 
inferior  to  those  employed  at  the  Council  of  Cler^ 
m(mt  by  the  Hermit  Peter,  when  he  preached  ih» 
first  Crusade*  To  find,  in  a  person  so  reverend,  and 
so  much  revered,  the  fimn^o  gestures  of  a  mad  fakir, 
induced  the  Christi»i  knight  to  pause  ere  he  could 
res<^ve  to  communicate  to  him  certain  impcMrtant 
matters,  which  he  had  in  chaise  from  some  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Crusade* 

It  had  been  a  main  object  of  Sir  Keimel^'s  pil* 
grimage,  attempted  by  a  route  so  unusual,  to  mi^ 
such  communications ;  but  what  he  had  that  night 
seen  induced  him  to  pause  and  reflect  ere  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the  exeoutimi  of  his  commission.  fVom 
the  Emir  he  could  not  extract  much  informatiOBi 
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but  tiie  general  tenor  was  as  follows : — That,  as  he 
had  heard,  the  hermit  had  been  once  a  brare  and 
fiHant  soMier,  wise  in  council,  and  fortunate  in 
battle,  which  last  he  could  easily  believe  from  the 
great  strength  and  agility  which  he  had  ofiton  seen 
him  display ; — that  he  had  appeared  at  Jerusalem 
in  the  character  not  of  a  pilgrim,  but  in  that  of  one 
who  had  devoted  himself  to  dwell  for  the  remainder 
«f  his  Hfe  in  the  Holy  Land.  Shortly  afterwards, 
he  fixed  his  residence  amid  the  scenes  of  desolation 
where  they  now  found  him,  respected  by  the  Latins 
£Mr  his  austere  devotion,  and  by  ihe  Tvarks  and 
Arabs  mi  account  of  the  symptoms  of  insanity  which 
he  displayed,  and  ^idi  they  ascribed  to  inspira- 
tion* It  was  from  them  he  had  l^e  name  of  Ha- 
nmk^  which  expresses  such  a  character  in  the  Turk- 
ic language.  Sheerkohf  himself  seemed  at  a  loss 
how  to  rank  their  host.  He  had  been,  he  said,  a 
Wiseman,  and  could  often  for  many  hours  together 
^eak  lessons  of  virtue  or  wisdom,  without  the  slight- 
est i^pearance  of  inaccuracy.  At  other  times  he 
was  wild  and  violent,  but  never  before  had  he  seen 
him  so  mischievously  disposed  as  he  had  that  day 
appeared  to  bet.  His  rage  was  chiefly  provoked  by 
any  «ffiront  to  his  religimi ;  and  there  was  a  story 
<^  seme  wandering  Arabs,  who  had  insulted  his 
worship  and  defaced  his  altar,  and  whom  he  had 
on  that  account  attacked  and  slain  with  the  short 
flail,  which  he  carried  with  him  in  lieu  of  all  other 
weapons*  This  incident  had  made  a  great  noise, 
and  it  was  as  much  the  fear  of  the  hermit's  iron 
flail,  as  regard  for  his  diaraoter  as  a  Hamako,  which 
omised  the  roving  tribes  to  respect  his  dwelling 
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and  his  chi^.  His  hme  kad  spread  so  faXf  titan 
Saiadin  had  issued  particiilar  orders  that  he  i^ould 
be  spared  and  protected.  He  himself,  aad  other 
Moslem  lords  of  rank,  had  visited  the  cell  more 
than  once,  partly  from  curiosity,  partly  that  they 
expected  from  a  man  so  learned  as  the  Christna 
Hamako,  some  insight  into  the  secrets  of  fntnritj 
<<  He  had,"  c<mtinaed  the  Sarac^i,  <<  a  rashid,  or 
obserratory,  of  great  height,  eontrired  to  view  th» 
heavenly  bodies,  and  particularly  the  planetary  sys 
tem ;  by  whose  movem^its  and  influences,  as  both 
Christian  and  Moslem  believed,  the  course  of  human 
events  was  regulated,  and  might  be  predicted." 

This  was  the  substance  of  the  Eknir  Sheerkohft 
information,  and  it  left  Sir  Kenneth  in  doubt  whe- 
ther the  character  of  insanity  arose  from  the  occa- 
sional excessive  fervour  of  the  hermit's  zeal,  or  whe- 
ther it  was  not  altogether  fictitious,  and  assumed 
for  the  sake  of  the  immunities  which  it  afforded. 
Yet  it  seemed  that  the  infidels  had  carried  their 
complaisance  towards  him  to  an  uncommon  lengUiy 
considering  the  fanaticism  of  the  followers  of  Mo- 
hammed, in  the  midst  of  wh<Hn  he  was  living,  thoc^h 
the  professed  enemy  of  their  fidth.  He  thought 
also  there  was  more  intimacy  of  acquaintance  be- 
twixt the  hermit  and  the  Saracen,  than  the  words 
of  the  latter  had  induced  him  to  anticipate ;  and 
it  had  not  escaped  him,  that  the  former  had  called 
the  latter  by  a  name  different  from  that  which  he 
himself  had  assumed.  All  these  considerations  au- 
thorized caution,  if  not  suspicion.  He  determined 
to  observe  his  host  closely,  and  not  to  be  over  hasty 
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ifi  aimii|j^|iiH^a(uig  with  him  on  the  important  ehiurge 
mtmst^d  to  him. 

^<. Beware^  Saracen/'  he  said ;  <'  methinks  our 
boat's  ifoagiiiatioii  wanders  as  well  on  the  tuhjeet 
of  name9  a$  npon  other  matters.  Thy  name  is 
She^rkohfy  and  he  called  thee  but  now  by  another.*' 

*<  My  name,  when  in  the  tent  of  my  hther"  ra« 
plied  the  Kordman,  <<  was  Ilderim,  and  by  this  I 
am  «till  distinguished  by  many.  In  the  field,  and 
to  soldiers,  I  am  known  as  the  Lion  of  the  Moon- 
tab,  being  the  name  my  good  sword  hath  won  for 
me. — But  hush,  the  Hamako  comes — it  is  to  warn 
OS  to  rest— I  know  his  custom— none  must  watch 
Urn  at  his  ^gils." 

The  anchorite  accordingly  entered,  and  folding 
his  arms  on  his  bosom  as  he  stood  before  them,  sud 
with  a  solemn  voice,-— <<  Blessed  be  His  name,  who 
hpth  appointed  the  quiet  night  to  follow  the  busy 
day,  imd  the  calm  sleep  to  refresh  the  wearied 
limbs,  and  to  compose  the  troubled  spirit !" 

Both  warriors  replied  ^<  Amen !"  and,  urising 
from  the  table,  prepared  to  betdce  thems^ves  to  the 
conches,  which  their  host  indicated  by  waring  his 
hand,  as,  making  a  reverence  to  each,  he  again 
withdrew  from  the  apartment. 

The  Knight  of  the  Leopard  then  disarmed  him- 
self of  his  heavy  panoply,  his  Saracen  companion 
kindly  assisting  him  to  undo  his  buckler  and  clasps, 
mitil  he  remained  in  the  close  dress  of  chamois  lea- 
ther, which  knights  and  men-at-arms  used  to  wear 
under  their  hs^*ness.  The  Saracen,  if  he  had  ad- 
mired the  strength  of  his  adversary  when  sheadied 
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in  Steel,  was  now  no  less  strock  with  the  acesmcf 
of  proportion  displayed  in  his  nervoos  and  welK 
compacted  figure.  The  knight,  on  the  other  hscnd, 
as,  in  ^Kchange  of  courtesy,  he  assisted  the  Sara- 
oen  to  disrobe  himself  of  his  upper  garments,  that 
he  might  sle^  with  more  convenience,  was  on  his 
side,  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  such  slender  proper-; 
tioos,  and  slimness  of  fig^e,  could  be  reconciled 
with  the  T^^our  he  had  displayed  in  personal  con- 
test. 

,  Each  warrior  prayed,  ere  he  addressed  himself 
to  his  place  of  rest.  The  Moslem  turned  towards 
his.  kMa,  the  p<Hnt  to  which  the  prayer  of  each 
follower  of  the  Prophet  was  to  be  addressed,  and 
murmured  his  headMu  orisons,  while  the  Christian, 
withdrawing  from  the  contamination  of  the  infidd*s 
neighbourhood,  placed  his  huge  cross-handled  sword 
upright,  and  kneeling  before  it  as  the  sign  of  salva- 
tion, told  his  rosary  with  a  devotion,  which  was 
^ihanced  by  the  recollection  of  the  scenes  through 
which  he  had  passed,  and  the  dangers  from  which 
he  had  been  rescued  in  the  course  of  the  day.  Both 
warriors,  worn  by  toil  and  travel,  wm«  soon  &at 
lude^,  each  on  his  separate  pallet. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

KsMNSTH,  the  Scot)  was  uncertain  how  long 
life  senses  had  been  lost  in  profound  repose,  when 
he  was  nNised  to  reoeUection  by  a  sense  of  oppres- 
sion on  his  chest)  which  at  first  suggested  a  flitting 
dream  d  struggling  with  a  powerful  opponent,  and 
St  length  readied  him  fully  to  his  senses.  He  was 
•bout  to  demand  who  was  there,  when,  opening  his 
eyes,  be  beheld  ^e  figure  of  the  anchorite,  wild 
sad  sayage-looking  as  we  hare  described  him,  stand- 
ing by  his  bedside,  and  pressing  his  right  hand 
open  his  breast,  while  be  held  a  smAl  silver  lamp 
in  the  odiee* 

'*  Be  sifent,**  said  the  hermit,  as  the  prostrate 
knight  looked  up  in  surprise ;  <'  I  have  that  to  say 
to  you  which  yonder  infidel  must  not  hear." 

These  words  he  sp<^  in  the  French  language, 
sad  not  in  the  Lingua  Franca,  or  compound  of 
Entem  and  European  dialects,  which  had  hitherto 
been  used  amongst  them. 

**  Arise,"  he  continued,  «<  put  on  thy  mantle^ 
fpesk  not,  but  tread  lightly,  and  follow  me." 

Sir  Kenneth  arose,  and  took  his  sword. 

^*  It  needs  not,"  answered  the  anchorite,  in  a 
whisper ;  **  we  are  going  where  ^iritual  arms  avail 
much,  and  fleshly  weapons  are  but  as  the  reed  and 
the  decayed  gourd." 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


68  TALES  OF  THE  CRUSADERS, 

The  knight  deposited  Yiis  sword  by  the  bedside 
as  before,  and,  armed  only  with  his  dagger,  from 
which  in  this  perilous  country  he  never  parted,  pre- 
pared to  attend  his  mysterious  host. 

The  hermit  then  moved  slowly  forwards,  and 
was  followed  by  the  knight,  still  under  some  un- 
certainty whether  the  dark  form  which  glided  on 
before  to  show  him  the  path,  was  not,  in  f&ct,  the 
creation  of  a  disturbed  dream.  They  passed,  like 
shadows,  into  the  outer  apartment,  without  disturb- 
ing the  paynim  Emir,  who  lay  still  buried  in  re- 
pose. Before  the  cross  and  altar,  in  the  outward 
room,  a  lamp  was  still  burning,  a  missal  was  dis* 
played,  and  on  the  floor  lay  a  discipline,  or  peniteu« 
tial  scourge  of  small  cord  and  wire,  the  lashes  of 
which  were  recently  stained  with  blood,  a  token, 
no  doubt,  of  the  severe  penance  of  the  recluse. 
Here  Theoddrick  kneeled  down,  and  pointed  to 
the  knight  to  take  his  place  beside  him  upon  the 
sharp  flints,  which  seemed  placed  for  the  purpose 
of  rendering  the  posture  of  reverential  devotion  as 
uneasy  as  possible ;  he  read  many  prayers  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  chanted,  in  a  low  but  earnest 
voice,  three  of  the  penitential  psalms.  These  last 
he  intermixed  with  sighs  and  tears,  and  convulsive 
throbs,  which  bore  witness  how  deeply  he  felt  the 
divine  poetry  which  he  recited.  The  Scottish 
knight  assisted  with  profound  sincerity  at  these  acts 
of  devotion,  his  opinions  of  his  host  beginning,  in 
the  meantime,  to  be  so  much  changed,  that  he 
doubted  whether,  from  the  severity  of  his  penance, 
and  the  ardour  of  his  prayers,  he  ought  not  to  re- 
^ard  him  as  a  saint ;  and  when  they  arose  from  the 
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fntNind,  he  slood  wi^h  reyerence  before  him,  as  a 
papil  before  an  honoured  master.  The  hermit  wan 
on  his  side  silent  and  abstracted,  for  the  space  of  a 
few  minutes. 

<<  Look  into  yonder  recess,  my  son/'  he  said, 
pobting  to  the  farther  comer  of  the  cell ;  **  there 
thou  wilt  find  a  veil — bring  it  hither.*' 

The  knight  obeyed ;  and,  in  a  small  aperture  cut 
out  of  the  wall,  and  secured  witli  a  door  of  wicker, 
he  found  the  Veil  enquired  for.  "When  he  brought 
it  to  the  light,  he  discovered  that  it  was  torn,  and 
soiled  in  some  places  with  some  dark  substance. 
The  anchorite  looked  at  it  with  a  deep  but  smo- 
thered emotion,  and  ere  he  could  speak  to  the  Scotj- 
tish  knight,  was  compelled  to  vent  his  feelings  in 
a  convulsive  g^an. 

<<  Thou  art  now  about  to  look  upon  the  richest 
treasure  that  the  earth  possesses,"  he  at  length  said ; 
^  woe  is  me,  that  my  eyes  are  unworthy  to  be  lift- 
ed towards  it  I  Alas  I  I  am  but  the  vile  and  de- 
spised  sign,  which  points  out  to  the  wearied  tra- 
veller a  harbour  of  rest  and  security,  but  must  it- 
sdf  remain  for  ever  without  doors*  In  vain  have  I 
fled  to  the  very  depths  of  the  rocks,  and  the  very 
bosom  of  the  thirsty  desert.  Mine  enemy  hath 
found  me-— even  he  whom  I  have  denied  has  pur- 
loed  me  to  my  fortresses." 

He  paused  again  for  a  moment,  and  turning  to 
the  Scottish  knight,  said,  in  a  firmer  tone  of  voice, 
"*  You  bring  me  a  greeting  from  Richard  of  £ng« 
land?- 

"  I  come  from  the  Council  of  Christian  Princes,"* 
iaid  the  knight;  «  but  the  King  of  England  beint< 
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indiapoMdy  I  am  not  honoared  with  his  MaJMty't 
oonunands.'' 

<^  Yoor  token  ?"  demanded  the  redose. 

Sir  Kenneth  hesitated — ^former  snsptoioiM,  and 
lira  marks  ai  insanity  which  the  hermit  had  for- 
merly exhihkedy  mshed  suddenly  on  has  thong)^; 
but  how  suspect  a  man  whose  manners  were  so 
taintiy  ?^-^«  My  pass-word,"  he  said  at  length,  <<  is 
this — Kings  b^^ed  of  a  beggar*'* 

<<  It  is  right,"  said  the  hermit,  while  he  pansed ; 
<<  I  know  yon  well ;  bnt  the  sentinel  np<m  hb  post 
-—and  mine  is  an  in^rtant  OBe-«-chall«[ig«s  frknd 
as  well  sis  foe." 

He  then  mored  forward  with  the  lamp,  leadmg 
the  way  into  the  room  whidi  they  had  left*  The 
Saracen  lay  on  his  coach,  still  fast  BsAet&p.  The 
hermit  paused  by  his  side,  and  looked  down  on 
him. 

<<  He  sleeps,"  he  said,  ^*  in  darkness,  and  nmsi 
not  be  awakened." 

The  attitude  of  the  Emir  did  indeed  eonrey  the 
idea  of  profound  repose.  One  arm,  flung  across 
his  body,  as  he  hiy  with  his  face  half  turned  to  the 
wall,  concealed,  with  its  loose  and  loiig  sleoTe,  the 
greater  part  of  his  iace ;  but  the  high  forei^ad  wss 
yet  visible.  Its  nenres,  whieh  during  his  wakmg 
hours  were  so  uncommonly  aetive,  were  now  mo- 
tiottless,  as  if  the  faee  bad  been  composed  of  dark 
marble,  and  his  long  sUken  eyelashes  dosed  orer 
his  piercing  and  hawk*like  eyes.  The  open  and 
relaxed  hand,  and  the  deep,  reg^ular,  and  soft  breath- 
ing,  gave  ail  tokens  of  ^e  most  profound  repose. 
The  slumberer  formed  a  singular  group  along  with 
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ilie  tail  forms  ^  the  hormit  Id  his  thaggjr  dban-^t 
goilriddog,  bearii^  the  kinp,  and  the  kn^t  »  hit 
dose  leathern  eoat ;  the  fonnw  with  an  austere 
expression  of  aseetio  gloom,  the  latter  with  anxieus 
ooriesitf  deq^ly  in^dressed  on  his  manly  features. 

*^  He  de^ps  soundly/'  said  the  hermit,  in  the 
same  low  tone  as  before,  and  r^eating  the  words, 
tlieugh  he  had  changed  the  meaning  from  that 
wbidi  is  literal  to  a  metaphorical  sense,*-^^  He 
sleeps  in  darkness,  hut  there  shall  be  for  him  a 
dsy-epring. — O,  Ilderim,  thy  wakiug  thoughts  are 
jet  as  mn  and  wild  as  those  which  are  whe^ing 
their  giddy  daooe  through  thy  sleeping  brain ;  hu$ 
tke  trumpet  shall  be  heard,  and  the  dream  shall  be 
dissolved." 

So  saying,  and  making  the  knight  a  sign  to  fol^i 
kv  hkn,  the  hermit  went  towards  the  altar,  and 
passing  behind  it,  pressed  a  spring,  which,  opening 
without  noise,  showed  a  small  iron  door  wrought 
m  the  side  of  the  cavem,  so  as  to  be  almost  imper* 
ceptible,  unless  upon  the  most  severe  scrutiny.  The 
hermit,  ere  he  ventured  fully  to  open  Uie  door, 
iropt  some  oil  on  the  hinges,  which  the  lamp  sup-* 
plied«  A  small  staircase,  hewn  in  the  rock,  was 
discovered,  when  the  iron  door  was  at  length  oom»- 
pletely  opened. 

<*  Take  the  veil  which  I  hold,"  said  the  hermit, 
b  a  melancholy  tone,  ^'  and  bUnd  mine  eyes ;  for  1 
may  not  look  on  the  treasure  which  thou  art  pre** 
lently  to  behold,  without  sin  and  presumption.'* 

Without  reply,  the  knight  hastily  muffled  the 
tetduse's  head  in  the  veil,  and  the  latter  began  te 
ascend  the.  staircase  as  one.  too  much  aocuii^med 
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to  the  way  to  reqaire  tUe  me  of  light)  while  at  th^ 
game  time  he  held  the  lamp  to  the  Scot,  who  fol* 
lowed  him  for  many  steps  up  the  narrow  ascent. 
At  length  they  rested  in  a  small  vault  of  irregalar 
form,  in  one  nook  of  which  the  staircase  terminal 
ted,  while  in  another  comer  a  corresponding  stSair 
was  seen  to  continue  the  ascent.  In  a  third  angle 
was  a  Gothic  door,  very  rudely  ornamented  with 
the  usual  attributes  of  clustered  columns  and  car- 
ving, and  defended  by  a  wicket,  strongly  guarded 
with  iron,  and  studded  with  large  nails.  To  this 
last  point  the  hermit  directed  his  steps,  which 
seemed  to  falter  as  he  approached  it. 

"  Put  off  thy  shoes/'  he  said  to  his  attendant ; 
**  the  ground  on  which  thou  standest  is  holy.  Ba- 
nish from  thy  innermost  heart  each  profane  and 
carnal  thought,  for  to  harbour  such  while  in  this 
place,  were  a  deadly  impiety." 

The  knight  laid  aside  his  shoes  as  he  was  com- 
manded, and  the  hermit  stood  in  the  meanwhile  as 
if  communing  with  his  soul  in  secret  prayer,  and 
when  he  again  moved,  commanded  the  knight  to 
knock  at  the  wicket  three  times.  He  did  so.  The 
door  opened  spontaneously,  at  least  Sir  Kenneth 
beheld  no  one,  and  his  senses  were  at  once  assailed 
by  a  stream  of  the  purest  light,  and  by  a  strong  and 
almost  oppressive  sense  of  the  richest  perfumes.  He 
stepped  two  or  three  paces  back,  and  it  was  the 
space  of  a  minute  ere  he  recovered  the  dazzling  and 
overpowering  effects  of  the  sudden  change  ftom 
darkness  to  light. 

When  he  entered  the  apartment  in  which  thi* 
brilliant  lustre  was  displayed,  he  perceived  that  tho 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TALE  II*      THE  TALISMAN.  73 

liglit  proceeded  from  a  combinatioii  of  silver  lampty 
fed  with  purest  oil,  and  sending  forth  the  richest 
odours,  hanging  by  silver  chains  from  the  roof  of  a 
small  Grothic  chapel,  hewn,  like  roost  part  of  the 
heirmit's  singular  mansion,  oat  of  the  soond  and 
solid  rock.  Bat,  whereas,  in  every  other  place 
which  Sir  Kenneth  had  seen,  the  labour  employed 
apon  the  rock  had  been  of  the  simplest  and  coarsest 
description,  it  had  in  this  chapel  employed  the  in- 
vention and  the  chisels  of  the  most  able  architects. 
The  groined  roofs  rose  from  six  columns  on  each 
ude,  carved  with  the  rarest  skill ;  and  the  manner 
in  which  the  crossings  of  the  concave  arches  were 
bound  together,  as  it  were,  with  appropriate  oma- 
mente,  were  ail  in  the  finest  tone  of  the  architec- 
ture, and  of  the  age.  Corresponding  to  the  line  of 
pillars,  there  were  on  each  side  six  richly  wrought 
niches,  each  of  which  contained  the  image  of  one  of 
the  twelve  apostles. 

At  the  upper  and  eastern  end  of  the  chapel  stood 
the  altar,  behind  which  a  very  rich  curtain  of  Pe>*- 
tian  silk,  embroidered  deeply  with  gold,  covered  a 
recess,  containing,  unquestionably,  some  image  or 
relic  of  no  ordinary  sanctity,  in  honour  of  whom 
this  singular  place  of  worship  had  been  erected. 
Under  the  persuasion  that  this  must  be  the  case, 
the  knight  advanced  to  the  shrine,  and  kneeling 
down  before  it,  repeated  his  devotions  with  fer- 
vency, during  which  his  attention  was  disturbed  by 
the  curtain  being  suddenly  raised,  or  rather  pulled 
aside,  how  or  by  whom  he  saw  not ;  but  in  the 
niche  which  was  thus  disclosed,  he  beheld  a  cabinet 
«f  silver  and  ebony,  with  a  double  folding  door,  the 
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wliolv5  formed  into  die  mintatore  resemManoe  of  % 
Gothic  churclu 

As  he  gazed  with  anxioas  curiosity  on  the  shrine, 
the  two  folding  doors  ako  flew  op^i,  diseevering  a 
large  piece  of  wood,  on  which  were  hkaened  the 
wordsk  Vera  Crux>  at  the  same  time  a  choir  of 
female  voices  sung  Gi«oria  Patri.  The  instant 
the  strain  had  ceased,  the  shrine  was  dosed,  and 
the  ciurtain  again  drawn,  and  the  knight  who  kn^t 
at  the  altar  might  now  continue  his  devotioBS  un- 
disturbed, in  honour  of  the  holy  relic  whidi  had 
been  just  disclosed  to  his  view.  He  did  this  under 
the  profound  impression  of  one  who  had  witnessed, 
with  his  own  eyes,  an  awfid  evidence  of  the  tmth 
of  his  religion,  and  it  was  some  time  ere,  conduding 
his  orisons,  he  arose,  and  ventured  to  look  around 
him  for  the  hermiC  who  had  gnided  him  to  this 
sacred  and  mysterious  spot.  He  beheld  him,  his 
head  still  muffled  in  the  veil,  which  he  had  himself 
wrapped  around  it,  couching,  like  a  rated  hound, 
upon  the  threshold  of  the  chapel ;  but,  apparently, 
without  venturing  to  cross  it ;  the  holiest  reverence, 
the  most  penitential  remorse,  was  expressed  by  his 
posture,  which  seemed  that  of  a  man  borne  down 
and  crushed  to  the  earth  by  the  burden  of  his  in-^ 
ward  feelings.  It  seemed  to  the  Scot,  that  only 
the  sense  <tf  the  deepest  penitence,  remorse,  and 
humiliation,  could  have  thus  prostrated  a  frame  so 
strong,  and  a  spirit  so  fiery. 

He  approached  him  as  if  to  speak,  but  the  re- 
cluse anticipated  his  purpose,  murmuring  in  stifled 
tones,  from  beneath  the  fold  in  which  his  head  was 
muffled,  and  which  soimded  like  a  voice  proceeding* 
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kom  ih»  ee«rmeiiti  of  »  corpse, — **  Abide,  abid^^ 
happy  Aoii  that  maj'tt — t^  vinon  b  not  yet  end- 
•d.*'-«So  saying,  be  reared  bima^  from  tbe  groond, 
ir^w  bade  from  tbe  tbreabold  on  wbicb  be  bad 
hitherto  lain  prostrate,  and  closed  tbe  door  of  tbe 
<du^ie],  wbicb,  aecnred  by  a  spring  bolt  within,  tbe 
map  of  wbifib  resounded  tlnrougb  the  place,  ap* 
peered  so  aiiieb  like  a  part  of  tbe  living  rock  from 
which  tbe  caTom  was  hewn,  that  Kenneth  could 
hardly  discern  where  the  aperture  bad  been.  He 
was  now  alone  in  the  lighted  chapd,  whidi  con* 
tained  thermic  to  wbidi  be  bad  lately  rendered  his 
homage,  without  other  ams  than  bis  dagger,  or 
other  oompoBioA  tbaa  bia  pious  thoughts  and  dannt^ 
less  courage* 

Unoertaia  what  was  nesit  to  happen,  but  resolved 
to  abide  die  course  of  events,  Sir  Kenneth  paced 
the  solitary  ehapd,  till  about  tbe  time  of  tbe  ear^ 
iiest  €ock«crowiag.  At  this  dead  season,  when  night 
and  morning  met  together,  he  heard,  but  from  what 
quarter  be  could  not  discover,  tbe  sound  of  sudi  a 
smaU  silver  bell  as  is  rung  at  tbe  elevation  of  tbe 
boat,  in  the  eeremony,  or  sacrifice,  as  it  has  been 
called,  q(  tbe  maes.  The  hour  and  tbe  place  ren* 
dered  tbe  sound  fearfully  solemn,  and,  bold  as  be 
was,  the  knight  withdrew  himself  into  the  further 
wok  of  tbe  chapel,  at  tbe  end  <^)posite  to  the  altar, 
in  order  to  observe,  without  interruption,  tbe  con- 
aeqoences  o(  this  unexpected  signal. 

He  did  not  wait  long  ere  the  ailken  curtain  was 
again  withdrawn,  and  tbe  relic  again  presented  to 
his  view.  As  he  sunk  reverentially  on  his  knee,  be 
heard  the  sound  of  tbe  lauds,  or  eaiiiest  office  of 
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the  Catholic  charch,  sung  by  female  yoicev,  whidtt 
united  together  in  the  performance  as  they  had 
done  in  the  former  service.  The  knight  was  soon 
aware  that  the  voices  were  no  longer  stationary  in 
the  distance,  bat  approached  the  chapel  and  became 
louder,  when  a  door,  imperceptible  when  dosed, 
like  that  by  which  he  had  himself  entered,  opened 
on  the  other  side  of  the  vault,  and  gave  the  tones 
of  the  choir  more  room  to  sweU  along  the  ribbed 
arches  of  the  roof. 

The  knight  fixed  his  eyes  on  the  opening  with 
breathless  anxiety,  and,  continuing  to  kneel  in  the 
attitude  of  devotion  which  the  place  and  scene  re- 
quired, expected  the  consequence  of  these  prepara* 
tions.  A  procession  appeared  about  to  issue  from 
the  door.  First,  four  beautiful  boys,  whose  arms, 
neck,  and  legs  were  bare,  showing  the  bronze  com- 
plexion of  the  East,  and  contrasting  with  the  snoir- 
white  tunics  which  they  wore,  entered  the  chapel 
by  two  and  two.  The  first  pair  bore  censers,  which 
they  swung  from  side  to  side,  adding  double  fra- 
grance to  the  odours  with  which  the  chapel  already 
was  impregpiated.  The  second  pair  scattered  flowers. 

After  these  followed,  in  due  and  majestic  order, 
the  females  who  composed  the  choir;  six,  who, 
from  their  black  scapularies,  and  black  veils  over 
their  white  garments,  appeared  to  be  professed  nuns 
of  the  order  of  Mount  Carmel ;  and  as  many  whose 
veils,  being  white,  argued  them  to  be  novices,  or 
occasional  inhabitants  in  the  cloister,  who  were  not 
as  yet  bound  to  it  by  vows.  The  former  held  in 
their  hands  large  rosaries,  while  the  younger  and 
lighter  figures  who  followed,  carried  each  a  chaplet 
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of  red  and  white  roses.  Hiey  mored  in  prbcessioo 
tronnd  the  chapel,  without  i^pearing  to  take  the 
slightest  notice  of  Kenneth,  idthough  passing  so 
near  him  that  their  rohes  ahnost  touched  him ; 
while  they  continued  to  sing,  the  knight  donhted 
not  that  he  was  in  one  of  those  cloisters  where  the 
noble  Christian  maidens  had  formerly  openly  devo- 
ted themselves  to  the  services  of  the  church.  Most 
of  them  had  been  suppressed  since  the  Mahometans 
had  reconquered  Palestine,  but  many,  purchasing 
connivance  by  presents,  or  receiving  it  from  the 
clemency  or  contempt  of  the  victors,  still  continued 
to  observe  in  private  the  ritual  to  which  their  vows 
had  consecrated  them.  Yet,  though  Kenneth  knew 
^is  to  be  the  case,  the  solemnity  of  the  place  and 
hour,  the  surprise  at  the  sudden  appearance  of  these 
votresses,  and  the  visionary  manner  in  which  they 
moved  past  him,  had  such  influence  on  his  imagi- 
nadon,  that  he  could  scarce  conceive  that  the  fair 
procession  which  he  beheld  was  formed  of  creatures 
of  this  world,  so  much  did  they  resemble  a  choir 
of  supernatural  beings,  rendering  homage  to  the 
oniversal  object  of  adoration. 

Sach  was  the  knight's  firsli  idea,  as  the  procession 
passed  him,  scarce  moving,  save  just  sufficiently 
to  continue  their  progress ;  so  tliat,  seen  by  the 
shadowy  and  religious  light,  which  the  lamps  shed 
through  the  clouds  of  incense  which  darkened  the 
apartment,  they  appeared  rather  to  glide  than  to 
walk. 

But  as  a  second  time,  in  surroanding  the  chapel, 
they  passed  the  spot  on  which  be  kneeled,  one  of 
the  white»8toled  maidens,  as  she  glided  by  him,  de« 
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tttched  from  tlie  .^taplet  #li]cii  «he  carri^  «  mte* 
bad»  which  dropped  from  her  €ng«t%  perimps  wi^ 
coasdoady,entiMfbotofSirKeiiiiedi.  Thelcoigitt 
started ag if  » dart  had  suddenly slmdc  kisp^-son; 
for,  when  the  miDd  ig  wound  up  to  a  high  pitdi  of 
feeling  and  expeetatioB,  the  slightest  incident,  if 
nnexpeoted,  gireg  fire  to  the  train  which  imagina* 
tion  has  aireadj  laid.  &it  he  suppressed  his  emo- 
tion, recollectai^  how  easily  an  incident  so  indiffer- 
ent might  hare  happened,  imd  that  it  was  <mly  tiie 
uniform  monotony  of  the  morement  of  ^e  choris- 
ters, whidi  made  iJie  incident  in  the  liightest  d^ree 
remarkable* 

Still,  while  the  procession,  for  the  third  time, 
surrounded  the  ohapel,  the  thoughts  tmd  liie  eyes 
of  Kenneth  fcdlowed  exdnsively  the  one  among 
the  novices  who  had  dropped  the  lose-budw  Her 
step,  h^  face,  her  form,  were  so  ccHn^tely  asst* 
milated  to  the  rest  of  the  choristers,  that  it  was 
impossible  to  perceive  the  least  marks  of  indiTido- 
ality,  and  yet  Kenneth's  heart  throbbed  like  a  bird 
that  would  burst  from  its  ci^e,  as  if  to  assure  hini» 
by  its  sympathetic  suggestions,  that  the  female  whe 
held  the  r^t  file  on  the  second  rank  of  the  novi- 
ces, was  dearer  to  him,  not  only  than  all  the  rest 
that  were  present^  but  than  the  wfade  sex  besides. 
The  romantic  passion  of  love,  as  it  was  cherished, 
and  indeed  enjoined,  by  the  rules  of  chivi^ry^  as- 
sociated well  with  the  no  less  romantic  feelings  cf 
devotion ;  and  they  might  be  said  much  more  to 
enhance  thui  to  counteract  each  other.  It  "i^r 
therefore,  with  a  glow  of  expectatioti,  that  had 
tsomething  even  of  a  reliH^ms  character,  that  8k 
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KemieUi,  his  sennliaiiB  thrilfiiig  from  his  heart  to 
tlie  ends  of  hb  fiagerSy  expected  some  second  sign 
of  the  presence  of  one,  who,  he  strongly  £uieied» 
lisd  akeady  bestowed  on  him  the  first.  Short  as 
die  space  was  dnrii^  whidi  the  procession  again 
oempleted  a  third  penunbnlation  of  tiie  chapel,  it 
seemed  an  eternity  to  Kenneth.  At  length  the 
fonn,  which  he  had  watched  with  such  deroted  at- 
tention, drew  nigh — there  was  no  difference  betwixt 
that  dirouded  figure  and  the  others,  with  whom  it 
moved  in  concert  and  in  nnison,  nntil,  Jnst  as  she 
pttsed  for  the  third  tone  the  kneeling  Gmsader,  a 
part  of  a  little  and  well-proportioned  hand,  so  bean- 
tifQ%  formed  as  to  giro  the  highest  idea  of  the 
perfect  pr(^>ortion8  of  the  form  to  which  it  belong- 
ed, stole  through  the  folds  of  the  ganae,  like  a  moon« 
beam  through  the  fieecy  doud  of  a  summer  night, 
sod  again  a  rose-bud  lay  at  the  feet  of  tiie  Knight 
•f  the  Leopard. 

This  second  intimation  coidd  not  be  accidental 
—it  could  not  be  fortuitous  the  resemblance  of  that 
Uf-seen,  but  beautiful  female  hand,  with  one  whidi 
his  lips  had  once  toudied,  imd,  while  they  touched 
it,  had  internally  sworn  allegiance  to  the  lorely 
•waer.  Had  futher  proof  been  wanting,  there 
was  the  glimmer  of  that  matchless  ruby  ring  on 
thatsnow-white  fingw,  whose  invaluable  worth  Ken« 
Reth  would  yet  have  prised  le«  ihm  the  subtest 
lignwhidi  that  finger  could  have  made — and,  veiled 
too,  is,,she  .was,  he  might  see,  by  chance,  or  by 
hyowt^  iBk  stray  carl  of  the  dark  tresses,  each  hair 
•f  ^hieb.  was  dearer  to  him  a  hundred  times  than 
a  l^u^i^liyf  .jpi^ive  gold.     It  was  the  lady  of  hts 
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LOve  I  But  that  she  should  be  here — in  the  savag« 
and  sequestered  desert — amoog  vestals,  who  ren- 
dered themselves  habitants  of  wilds  and  of  ca- 
verns, that  they  might  perform  in  secret  those  Chris- 
tian rites  which  they  dared  not  assist  in  openly— 
that  this  should  be  so — in  truth  and  in  reality — 
seemed  too  incredible— -it  must  be  a'  dream — a  de- 
lusive trance  of  the  imagination.  While  these 
thoughts  passed  through  the  mind  of  Kenneth,  the 
same  passage,  by  which  the  procession  had  ent^^ 
the  chi4>el»  received  them  on  their  return.  The 
young  sacristans,  the  sable  nuns,  vanished  succes- 
sively through  the  open  door — at  length  she  from 
whom  he  had  received  this  double  intimation,  pass- 
ed also— yet,  in  passing,  turned  her  head,  slightly 
indeed,  but  perceptibly,  towards  the  place  where  he 
remained  fixed  as  an  image.  He  marked  the  last 
wave  of  her  veil — it  was  gone — and  a  darkness  sunk 
upon  his  soul,  scarce  less  palpable  than  that  whicb 
almost  immediately  enveloped  his  external  sense.; 
for  the  last  chorister  had  no  sooner  crossed  the 
threshold  of  the  door,  than  it  shpt  with  a  loud  sound, 
and  at  the  same  instant  the  voices  of  the  choir  w^re 
silent,  the  lights  of  the  chapel  were  at  once  extiu- 
guished,  and  Sir  Kenneth  remained  solitary,  .and  in 
total  darkness.  But  to  Kenneth,  solitude,  and  dark** 
ness,  and  the  uncertainty  of  his  mysterious  situa- 
tion, were  as  nothing— «he  thought  not  .of  them^^^ 
cared  not  for  themf— cared,  for  nought  in  the  world 
save  thci  flitting  vision  which  had  jus^t  gUded.  past. 
him»  and  the  tokens  of  her  favour,  whidi. she  had 
bestowed.  To  grope  on  the  floor  for  tlie  buds  which 
she  had  dropped — to  pre<ui  them  to  his  lips — ^^to  his 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TALE  It.      THE  TALI8MA!T.  81 

iHMom — ^now  alternately^,  now  together — ^to  riyol 
his  lips  to  the  cold  stones  on  which,  as  near  as  he 
conld  judge,  she  had  so  lately  stept — to  play  all  the 
extravagances  which  strong  affection  suggests  and 
rindicates  to  those  who  yield  themselves  up  to  it, 
were  hut  the  tokens  of  passionate  love,  proper  td 
all  ages.  But  it  was  peculiar  to  the  times  of  chi- 
valry, that  in  his  wildest  rapture  the  knight  ima« 
g^oed  of  no  attempt  to  follow  or  to  trace  the  object 
of  ^nch  romantic  attachment ;  that  he  thought  of 
her  as  of  a  deity,  who,  having  deigned  to  show  her- 
self for  an  instant  to  her  devoted  worshipper,  had 
agaht  returned  to  the  darkness  of  her  sanctuary — 
or  as  an  influential  planet,  which,  having  darted  in 
some  auspicious  minute  one  favourable  ray,  wrap- 
ped itself  again  in  its  veil  of  mist.  The  motions  of 
^e  lady  of  his  love  were  to  him  those  of  a  supe- 
rior heing,  who  was  to  move  without  watch  or  con- 
trd,  rejoice  him  by  her  appearance,  or  depress  him 
hy  her  absence,  animate  him  by  her  kindness,  or 
Mrt  him  to  despair  by  her  cruelty — all  at  her  own 
free  win,  and  without  other  importunity  or  remon- 
strance than  that  expressed  by  the  most  devoted 
services  of  the  heart  and  sword  of  the  champion, 
whose  sole  object  in  life  was  to  fulfll  her  commands, 
^d,  by  the  splendour  of  his  own  achievements,  to 
exalt  her  fame. 

Such  were  the  rules  of  chivalry,  and  of  the  love 
which  was  its  ruling  principle.  But  Sir  Kenneth's 
attachment  was  rendered  romantic  by  other  aikd  still 
more  peculiar  circumstances.  He  had  never  even 
lieard  the  sound  of  his  lady's  voice,  though  he  had 
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m^en  beheld  iier  beauty  with  rapture.  She  moved 
hi  a  ein^  wiiich  his  ruik  of  kuighthood  permitted 
him  indeed  to  appioaeh»  but  not  to  mingle  with ; 
and  high>y  a»  he  gtood  distinguished  for  warlike 
sbitt'Viid  en«evpi*iBe«  still  the  poor  Scotti^  soldier 
was^edSipeUed  to  fmrsbip  his  divinity  at  a  distance, 
dmost  as  greitt  as  divides  the  Persian  from  the  sun 
whMfth  he  adores.  But  when  was  the  pride  of  wo- 
man too  loliiy  to><iverlook  the  passionate  devotion 
(df  a  loT«r,  kewever  inferior  in  degree  ?  Her  eye 
had  been  on  him  in  the  tournament,  her  ear  had 
heard  his  praises  in  the  report  of  the  battles  which 
were  daily  bought ;  and  while  count,  duke,  and  lord, 
0Ontended  for  her  graoe,  it  flowed,  unwillingly  per- 
haps at  first,  or  even  unconsciously^  towards  the 
poor  Knight  of  the  Lieopard,  who,  to  support  his 
rank,  had  little  besides  his  sword.  When  she  look- 
ed, and  when- she  listened,  the  lady  saw  and  heard 
enough  to  encourage  her  in  a  partiality,  which  had  at 
€rst  carept  on  her  unawaree.  If  a  knight's  personal 
beauty  was  praised)  even  the  most  prudish  damei 
df  the  military  court  of  England  would  make  an 
exception  in  fttvour^f  the  Scottish  Kenneth;  and 
it  oftentimes  iiappened,.diat  notwithstanding  the 
very  considerable  largesses  which  princes  and  peen 
bestowed  on  the  tmnstrels,  an  impartial  spirit  o^ 
illdependenee  would  seioe  the  poet,  and  the  harp 
was  swept  to  the  heroism  of  one,  who  had  neither 
pal&eys  nwp  garments  tohestow  in  guerdon  of  hit 
applause.    ' 

The  mements  when  she  listened  to  4he  praises  of 
her  lover  became  gradually  more  and  more  dear  io 
the  high4>om  ^B>Kth,  relieving  the  fiattery  wA 
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vhich  her  ear  was  weary,  and  presenting  to  ker  a 
sabject  of  secret  contemplation,  more  worthy,  as 
be  ^med  by  general  report,  than  those  who  snr* 
passed  him  in  rank  and  in  the  gifits  of  fortune.  At 
ber  attention  became  constantly,  though  cautiously, 
fixed  on  Sir  Kenneth,  she  grew  more  and  more 
convinced  of  his  personal  devotion  to  herself,  and 
more  and  more  certain  in  her  mind,  that  in  Ken- 
neth of  Scotland  she  beheld  the  fietted  knight  doom- 
ed to  share  with  her  through  weal  and  woe — and 
(be  prospect  looked  gloomy  and  dangerous — the 
passionate  attachment  to  which  the  poets  of  the  age 
iscribed  such  universal  dominion,  and  which  its 
manners  and  morals  placed  nearly  on  the  same  rank 
with  devotion  itself. 

Let  us  not  disguise  the  truth  from  our  readers. 
When  Eidith  became  aware  of  the  state  of  her  own 
lentiments,  chivalrous  as  were  her  sentiments,  be- 
coming a  maiden  not  distant  from  the  throne  of 
England — gratified  as  her  pride  must  have  been 
with  the  mute  though  unceasing  homage  rendered 
to  her  by  the  knight  whom  she  had  distinguished, 
there  were  moments  when  the  feelings  of  the  wo- 
man,- loving  and  beloved,  murmured  agunst  the 
restraints  of  state  and  fcnrm  by  whidi  she  was  sur- 
rounded, and  when  she  almost  blamed  the  timidity 
of  her  lover,  who  seemed  resolved  not  to  infringe 
tbem.  The  etiquette,  to  use  a  modem  phrase,  of 
birth  and  rank,  had  drawn  around  her  a  magical 
circle,  beyond  which  Sir  Kenneth  might  indeed 
bow  and  gaze,  but  within  which  he  could  no  more 
pass,  than  an  evoked  spirit  can  transgress  the  boun- 
daries prescribed  by  the  rod  of  a  powerful  enchants 
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•r.  Tbe  lJtoii|<lit  mvolmitmlf  pressed  ea  h^,  that 
tke  h^ruii  auist  Yentmres  were  it  but  die  point  of 
koF  hkf  £eot».  be^pend  the  presmbed  bomidarjf,  if 
she  everkf^d-  to  give  *  lever,  so  reserred  sod 
basyid,«ao{^rt«iiit]r  ef  so  sligkt  e  foveory  ae  but 
tft^sakite  ber.^ioo4ie«  Tbere  was  aa  eocample,  tlw 
aoted  po^eeedeot  of  tke  ^  King's  daughter  ef  Hun- 
gary/' who  thus  gimerously  «Monraged  ike  **  squire 
ef  low  degree ;"  and  Edith,  thon^^  of  kingly  Uood, 
Wet  no  kiiig's  daa^ter,  any  more  tiwn  h&t  loYsr 
was  of  lowdegree-*^fertone  fand  p«t  bo  Back  ex- 
tkreasrbarrkrincibetadletocthmrnifectbiie.  Some- 
tbi^gi^  howerer,  within  the  maiden's  bosom— that 
modest  pnde,  wbidi  throws  fetters  erea  on  lofs 
it8e¥'*^f<Hrbade  her;  notwithstanding  the  superiority 
of  lier  condition,  to  make  those  advances,  wiiich,  in 
etrery  ease,  delicaey  assigns  to  the  other  sex;  ahovt 
idly  Sir  Kenneth  was  a  knight  so  gentle  and  ho- 
nouorabl^  so  highly  aeoomplbhed,  as  her  imagina- 
tion at  least  suggestec^  together  with  the  strictest 
feriings  ef  what  was  doe  to  hims^  and  to  ker,  that 
bttwttrw  emistrained  her  ufetitnde  might  be  while 
reoeivii^  his  ad<Hrations^  like  tk»  image  of  some 
dttty,  who  is  neither  supposed  to  fed  nor  to  reply 
to  the  homage  of  its  rotaries,  rtiU  the  idol  feved 
thai  to  st^  pr^siaturely  from  her  pedestal,  would 
be.  to  degrade  bersdf  in  the  eyes  of  her  devoted 
worddpper^ 

Yet  the  devout  adm*er  of  an  actual  idol  ean  even 
discover  8%bs  of  ap^obation  in  the  rigid  aaid  im« 
WM^ralde  features  of  a  marble  image>  and  it  is  no 
wonder  that  something,  which  could  be  as  fiivear- 
ably  interpreted,  glanced  iT<mi  the  bright  eye  o( 
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the  hrdj  Edith,  irliose  fcemilf,  trtiw^'CotuigUd 
rather  more  ib  that  Tery  p<w<er  of  <Kfr<iwop»*thi*i 
OD  aI)8oIate  r^^^arity^of  eoHMm^HT  brlUiuiiy^ 
complexioiu  Some  sUght  mtakn  ol  dMbotioii  bad 
esc^ed  from  her,  aot witfa«t«AdUi|^  htf  o«ini  yal— i 
figilance,  eke  how  could  6ir  KertM^  hava  ao  rea^ 
dily,  and  bo  nndonVtitigly,  rec^^sed  the  kyrely 
band,  of  which  scarce  two  -fingera  were  viiAble  from 
under  the  yeil,  or  how  ooidd  he  Imre  rested  aa 
thoroughly  assured  that  two  flowers,  avoceasiTely 
dropt  on  die  apot,  wcsre  ititeiided  as  a  recognitaon 
on  the  part  df  his  lady-lore?  By  what  tran  cf 
observation — ^by  what  secret  signs,  looks,  or  g<a»- 
tores— by  what  instinctrre  free-masonry  of  love, 
ildsd^^e  of  iiitel%ence  came  to  subsist  between 
Edith  and  her  lorer,  we  cannot  attempt  to  trace ; 
for  we  are  old^  and  such  slight  vestiges  of  affection, 
qmcldy  discovered  by  yonnger  eyes,  defy  the  power 
of  oats.  £nong^,  that  snch  afiection'  did  sthbsist 
between  parties  who  had  never  even  spoken  to  one 
mother,  though,  on  the  side  of  Edith,  it  was 
checked  by  a  deep  sense  of  the  difficulties  and  daTi- 
gers  which  must  necessarily  attend  the  further  pro- 
gi^ss  of  their  attadiment,  and  upon  tiiat  of  the 
knight  by  a  thousand  doubts  and  fears,  lest  he  had 
over-estimated  the  slight  tokens  of  the  lady's  notice, 
varied,  as  they  necessarily  were,  by  long  intervals 
of  apparent  coldness,  during  which,  either  the  iear 
of  exciting  the  observation  of  others,  and  thus 
^Wing  danger  upon  her  lover,  or  that  of  sinking 
)^  hid  esteem  by  seeming  too  willing  to  be  won, 
iHade  her  behave  with  indifference,  and  as  if  un- 
obsftrvant  of  his  presence. 
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Thig  narrative,  tedious  perhaps,  but  which  th^ 
•tory  renders  necessary,  may  serve  to  explain  the 
state  of  intelligence,  if  it  deserves  so  strong  a  name, 
betwixt  the  lovers,  when  Edith's  unexpected  ap 
pearance  in  the  chapel  produced  so  powerful  aa 
effect  on  the  feelings  of  her  knight. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Hidr  necromantic  forms  in  Tain 
Haunt  us  on  the  tented  plain ; 
We  bid  tliese  spectre  shapes  aranntt 
Ashtaroth  and  Termagaunt, 

Wartom. 

The  most  profound  silence,  the  deepest  darknest, 
eontinued  to  brood  for  more  than  an  hour  over  the 
ehapel  in  which  we  left  the  Knight  of  the  Leopard 
stall  kneeling,  alternately  expressing  thanks  to  Hea- 
Ten,  and  gratitude  to  his  lady,  for  the  boon  which 
had  been  vouchsafed  to  him.  His  ovm  safety,  his 
•wn  destiny,  for  which  he  was  at  all  times  little 
tnxious,  had  not  now  the  weight  of  a  grain  of  dust 
in  his  reflections.  He  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Lady  Edith,  he  had  received  tokens  of  her  grace, 
be  was  in  a  place  hallowed  by  relics  of  the  most 
swfbl  sanctity.  A  Christian  soldier,  a  devoted 
Wer,  could  fear  nothing,  think  of  nothing,  but  hif 
dnty  to  Heaven,  and  his  devoir  to  his  lady. 

At  the  lapse  of  the  space  of  time  which  we  have 
noticed,  a  shrill  whistle,  like  that  with  which  a 
ialconer  calls  his  hawk,  was  heard  to  ring  sharply 
through  the  vaulted  chapel.  It  was  a  sound  ill 
luited  to  the  place,  and  reminded  Sir  Kenneth  how 
necessary  it  was  he  should  be  upon  his  guard.  He 
•tarted  from  his  knee,  and  laid  his  hand  upon  hi« 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


118  TALES  or  THE  CRUSADERf^ 

poniard.  A  creaking  sonnd,  as  of  a  screw  or  pal* 
leys,  succeeded,  and  a  light  streaming  upwards,  as 
from  an  opening  in  the  floor,  showed  that  a  trap- 
door had  been  raised  or  depressed.  In  less  than  a 
minnte,  a  long  skinny  arm,  partly  naked,  partly 
clothed  in  a  sleere  of  red  samite,  arose  ont  of  the 
aperture,  holding  a  lamp  as  high  as  it  could  stretch 
upwards,  and  the  figure  to  which  the  arm  belonged, 
ascended  step  by  step  to  the  level  of  the  chapel 
floor.  The  form  and  face  of  the  being  who  thus 
presented  himself,  wm;^  those  of  a  frightful  dwarf, 
with  a  large  head,  a  cap  fantastically  adorned  with 
three  peacock-feathers,  a  dress  of  red  samite,  ^e 
richness  of  which  rendered  his  ugliness  more  oon- 
^icuous,  distinguished  by  gold  bracelets  and  arm- 
lets, and  a  white  silk  sash,  in  which  he  wore  a  gold- 
hUted  dagger.  This  singular  figure  had  in  his  left 
hand  a  kind  of  broom.  So  soon  as  he  had  stepped 
firom  the  aperture  through  which  he  arose,  he  stood 
still,  and,  as  if  to  show  himself  more  distinctly, 
mored  the  lamp  which  he  held  slowly  orer  his  fi&oe 
and  person,  successively  illuminating  his  wild  and 
fantastic  features,  and  his  misshape  but  nervous 
limbs.  Though  dispropcntioned  in  person,  ibe 
4warf  was  not  so  distorted  as  to  argue  any  want  <rf 
strength  or  activity.  While  Sir  Kenneth  gaaed 
on  this  disagreeable  object,  the  popular  creed  occurs 
red  to  his  remembrance,  concerning  the  gnomes,  or 
earthly  spirits,  which  make  their  abode  in  the  ca- 
verns of  the  earth ;  and  so  much  did  this  figure  cor- 
respond with  ideas  he  had  formed  of  their  appear- 
ance, that  he  looked  on  it  with  disg^t,  mingled  not 
indeed  with  fear,  but  that  sort  of  ^we  which  the  pre* 
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WDoe  of  a  snpernatiinil  creature  may  inAiee  into  the 
most  steady  bosom. 

The  dwarf  again  whistled,  and  sammoned  from 
beneath  a  companion.  This  second  figure  ascend* 
ed  in  the  same  manner  as  the  first ;  but  it  was  a 
female  arm,  in  this  second  instance,*  which  upheld 
the  lamp  from  the  subterranean  vault  out  of  whidi 
these  presentments  arose,  and  it  was  a  female  form, 
much  resembling  the  first  in  shape  and  proportions, 
wluch  slowly  emerged  from  the  floor.  Her  dresa 
vas  also  of  red  samite,  fantastically  cut  and  flonnced, 
as  if  she  had  been  dressed  fbr  some  exhibition  el 
mimes  or  jugglers ;  and  with  the  same  minuteness 
vhich  her  predecessor  had  eidiibited,  she  passed 
the  lamp  over  her  face  and  person,  which  seemed 
to  rival  the  male  in  ugliness.  But,  with  all  this 
most  unfavourable  exteriw,  there  was  one  trait  in 
the  features  of  both  which  argued  alertness  and  in- 
telligence in  the  most  uncommon  degree.  This 
arose  from  the  brilliancy  of  their  eyes,  which,  deep 
set  beneath  black  and  nhaggy  brows,  gleamed  with 
a  lustre,  which,  like  that  in  the  eye  of  the  toad, 
seemed  to  make  some  amends  for  the  extreme  ugli* 
less  of  countenance  and  person. 

Sir  Kenneth  remained  as  if  spell-bound,  while 
this  unlovely  pair,  moving  round  the  chapel  close 
to  each  other,  appeared  to  perform  the  duty  of 
sweeping  it,  like  menials ;  but,  as  they  used  only 
one  hand,  the  floor  was  not  much  benefited  by  the 
exercise,  which  they  {^ied  with  such  oddity  of  ges 
tares  and  manner,  as  befitted  their  bizarre  and  fan- 
tastic appearance.  When  they  approached  near  to 
the  knight,  in  the  course  of  their  occupation,  thev 
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ceased  to  ase  their  brooms,  and  placing  themselreft 
tide  by  side,  directly  opposite  to  Sir  Kenneth,  they 
again  slowly  shifted  the  lights  which  they  held,  so 
as  to  allow  him  distinctly  to  survey  featores  which 
were  not  rendered  more  agreeable  by  being  brought 
nearer,  and  to  observe  the  extreme  quickness  and 
keenness  with  which  their  black  and  glittering  eyes 
flashed  back  the  light  of  the  lamps.  They  then 
turned  the  gleam  of  both  lights  upon  the  knight, 
and  having  accurately  surveyed  him,  turned  their 
faces  to  each  other,  and  set  up  a  loud  yelling  laugh, 
which  resounded  in  his  ears.  The  sound  was  so 
ghastly,  that  Sir  Kenneth  started  at  hearing  it,  and 
hastily  demanded,  in  the  name  of  Grod,  who  they 
were  who  profaned  that  holy  place  with  such  antic 
gestures  and  elritch  exclamations. 

"  I  am  the  dwarf  Nectabanus,"  said  the  abortion- 
teeming  male,  in  a  voice  corresponding  to  his  figure^ 
and  resembling  the  voice  of  the  night-crow  mors 
than  any  sound  which  is  heard  by  daylight. 

"  And  I  am  Guenevra,  his  lady  and  his  love," 
,  replied  the  female,  in  tones  which,  being  shriller^ 
were  yet  wilder  than  those  of  her  companion. 

**  Wherefore  are  you  here?"  again  demanded 
the  knight,  scarcely  yet  assured  that  it  was  human 
beings  which  he  saw  before  him. 

^*  I  am,"  replied  the  male  dwarf,  with  much  as- 
sumed gravity  and  dignity,  ^*  the  twelfth  Imaum 
— I  am  Mahommed  Mohadi,  the  guide  and  the 
conductor  of  the  faithful.  An  hundred  horses  stand 
ready  saddled  for  me  and  my  train  at  the  Holy 
City,  and  as  many  at  the  City  of  Refuge.     I  am 
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lie  who  sliall  bear  witness,  and  this  is  one  of  my 
bouris." 

**  Thou  liest !"  answered  the  female,  interrupting 
her  companion,  in  tones  yet  shriller  than  his  own ; 
<<  I  am  none  of  thy  houris,  and  thou  art  no  snch 
bfidel  trash  as  the  Mahommed  of  whom  thou 
•peakest.  May  my  cnrse  rest  npon  his  coffin  I — I 
tdl  thee,  thou  ass  of  Issachar,  thou  art  King  Ar-> 
tkur  of  Britain,  whom  the  fkiries  stole  away  irom 
tbe  field  of  Aralon ;  and  I  am  Dame  Guenevra, 
ftmed  for  her  beauty/' 

*<  But  in  truth,  noble  sir,"  said  the  male,  *^  we 
tre  distressed  princes,  dwelling  under  the  wing  of 
King  Guy  of  Jerusalem,  until  he  was  driven  out 
from  his  own  nest  by  the  foul  infidels — Hearen's 
bolts  consume  them !" 

<<  Hush,"  said  a  Toice  from  the  side  upon  whicb 
tbe  knight  had  entered — <<  Hush,  fools,  and  be* 
gone ;  your  ministry  is  ended." 

The  dwarfs  had  no  sooner  heard  the  command, 
tban,  gibbering  in  discordant  whispers  to  each  other, 
tbey  blew  out  their  lights  at  once,  and  left  the 
knight  in  utter  darkness,  which,  when  the  pattering 
of  their  retiring  feet  had  died  away,  was  soon  ac- 
companied by  its  fittest  companion,  total  silence. 

The  knight  felt  the  departure  of  these  nnfortn- 
nate  creatures  a  relief.  He  could  not,  from  their 
language,  manners,  and  appearance,  doubt  that  Uiey 
belonged  to  the  degraded  class  of  beings,  whom 
deformity  of  person,  and  weakness  of  intellect,  re- 
commended to  the  painful  situation  of  appendages 
to  great  families,  where  their  personal  appearance 
and  imbecility  were  food  for  merriment  to  the 
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household.  Superior  in  no  respect  to  the  idesi  a»d 
manners  of  his  time,  the  Scottish  knight  might,  at 
another  period,  hare  heen  much  ama«ed  hy  the 
mnmmery  of  these  poor  effigies  of  humanity ;  hut 
iloWf  their  appearance,  gesticulations,  and  language^ 
hroke  the  tnun  of  deep  and  eolemn  feeling  with 
which  he  was  impressed^  and  he  rejoiced  in  the 
disappearance  of  the  wifaappy  objects* 

A  few  minutes  after  they  had  retired^  the  door 
at  which  he  had  entered  opened  slowly,  and,  re- 
maining ajar,  discovered  a  faint  light  arisii^  from 
a  laaterp  placed  upon  the  threshold.  Its  doubtful 
and  wavering  gleam  showed  a  dark  form  reclined 
beside  the  entrance,  but  without  its  precincts,  whioh^ 
on  approaching  it  more  nearly,  he  recognised  to  be 
the  hermit,  couching  in  the  same  humble  postore 
in  which  he  had  at  first  hud  himself  dowa,  and 
whidi  doubtless  he  had  retained  daring  die  whole 
time  of  his  guest's  continuing  in  the  diapek 

'<  All  is  over,'*  said  the  hermit,  as  he  heard  She 
kni|^t  approaching — "  and  the  most  wretched  of 
earthly  sinners,  with  him  who  should  think  him- 
self m5>st  honoured  and  most  happy  among  the  race 
of  humanity,  must  retire  from  this  place.  Take  the 
ligbtp  and  guide  me  down  the  descent,  for  I  may 
npt  uncover  my  eyes  until  I  am  ^Eur^fr^ni  this  hid- 
lowed  spot.'* 

The  Scottish  knight  obeyed  in  silence,  for  a  so- 
lemn and  yet  ecstatic  sense  of  what  he  had  seen 
liad  silenced  even  the  eager  workings  of  curiosity. 
He  led  the  way,  with  considerable  accuracy,  through 
the  various  secret  passages  and  stairs  by  wMqk 
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they  bad  asooidedy  ontil  at  lengtb  they  foniid  t)iein- 
selves  in  the  outward  c^  of  the  hermit's  carem. 

*'  The  condemned  criminal  is  restored  to  his 
iuageony^  repriered  from  one  miserable  day  to  an- 
other, vntil  his  awfid  Judge  shall  at  length  appoint 
the  well-desenred  sentence  to  be  carried  into  exe- 
cution." 

As  the  hermit  spoke  these  words,  he  laid  aside 
the  veil  with  which  his  eyes  had  been  bound,  and 
looked  at  it  with  a  suppressed  and  hollow  sigh.  No 
sooner  had  he  restored  it  to  the  crypt  from  which 
he  had  caused  the  Scot  to  bring  it,  than  he  said 
hastily  and  sternly  to  his  companion — *^  Begone, 
hegone — to  rest,  to  rest.  You  may  sleep — ^you  caa 
sleep — I  neither  can,  nor  may." 

Respecting  the  profound  agitation  with  which 
this  was  spoken,  the  knight  retired  into  the  inner 
cell ;  but,  casting  back  his  eye  as  he  left  the  ex- 
terior grotto,  he  beheld  the  anchorite  stripping  his 
shoulders  with  frantic  haste,  of  their  shaggy  mantle, 
and  ere  he  could  shut  the  frail  door  which  separated 
the  two  copartments  of  the  cavern,  he  heard  the 
dang  of  the  scourge,  and  the  groans  of  the  penitent 
under  his  self-inflicted  penance.  A  cold  shudder 
came  over  the  knight  as  he  reflected  what  could  be 
the  foulness  of  the  sin,  what  the  depth  of  the  re- 
morse, which,  apparently,  such  serere  penance  could 
neither  cleanse  nor  assuage.  He  told  his  beads  de- 
voutly, and  flung  himself*  on  his  rude  couch,  after 
a  glance  at  the  still  sleeping  Moslem,  and,  wearied 
by  the  various  scenes  of  the  day  and  the  night,  soon 
«lept  as  sound  as  infancy.  Upon  his  awaking  in 
the  morning,  he  held  certain  conferences  with  the 
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hermit  upon  matters  of  importance,  and  the  result 
of  their  intercourse  induced  him  to  remain  for  two 
days  longer  in  the  grotto.  He  was  regular,  as  be- 
came a  pilgrim,  in  his  devotional  exercises,  bat  was 
not  again  admitted  to  the  chapel  in  which  he  had 
leen  such  wonders. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Now  change  the  scene — and  let  the  trumpets  sound. 
For  we  must  rouse  the  lion  from  his  lair. 

Thb  scene  must  change,  as  oar  program  hat 
aanoiinced,  from  the  mountain  wilderness  of  Jor-* 
dan  to  the  camp  of  King  Richard  of  England,  then 
stationed  hetwixt  Jean  d'Acre  and  Ascalon ;  and 
eontuning  that  army  with  which  he  of  the  Lion 
Heart  had  promised  himself  a  triumphant  march 
to  Jerusalem,  and  in  which  he  would  probably  have 
racceeded,  if  not  hindered  by  the  jeidousies  of  the 
Christian  princes  engaged  in  the  same  enterprise, 
and  the  offence  taken  by  them  at  the  uncurbed 
haughtiness  of  the  English  monarch,  and  Richard's 
anveiled  contempt  for  his  brother  sovereigns,  who, 
his  equals  in  rank,  were  yet  far  his  inferiors  in 
courage,  hardihood,  and  military  talents.  Such 
discords,  and  particularly  those  betwixt  Richard 
and  Philip  of  France,  created  disputes  and  obsta- 
des  which  impeded  every  active  measure  proposed 
by  the  heroic  though  impetuous  Richard,  while  the 
ranks  of  the  Crusaders  were  daily  thinned,  not  only 
by  the  desertion  of  individuals,  but  of  entire  bands^ 
headed  by  their  respective  feudal  leaders,  who  with* 
drew  from  a  contest  in  which  they  had  «ased  to 
hope  for  success* 
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the  dissolute  license  of  the  Crusaders,  formidhHl^ 
fti«pjdMocQii*nMfeito^b«r:|)mMpi^        ^ufOtfPbf 
thim  tridnirii^iAnns^iieadeivd^^MM  igibtoniiiiiyf 
vMiiiimdt^>lta?%iaaiiuhuuiur  hAaietuk  :^Avimi^ 

Qfme9^*ioimw9k^a  ii»4«ddc(d:ifli#ipt«rd»0^ti^ 

<Kp«iie«aP%>'<tf»lf  hiiriigifl-anpei>^1toww»MK«Wft 
lilllftidll«iMlmetii»fkM  mmohk^^MUkM^lmmQ 

iiw»tgra^*f;i»»i^tiMJB«wc|ii-Jttomd^ 

Kfywr  <fciriMiihMy>#fvii!iABk  nny^Mr^iii^tMH^ 

tfi(r«Mli^tlieifii]dtaii.bc0uns  moi^  mnMWB'Juiii' 

c»iiiptofjtfc«£!rttstwteife  iiiarmiritHmiiHH  MMtmhta^ 
bwiefodr'br^^lo"*^^  %^*  «tfri^^' UMiialiiiMgb 
•vlinM  •f^  wasps,  «a^  erasHMt  whga-ildiMy^<>»> 
<^lM^lfra^flld,  bat  lun^rind^wil^  .«r«ifi#*B 

8iipflm0jalv«iqft)i,  aod^ati«^  te^  iBflifltyjyiir  luwii 
nlitdiMfe  fH«p0  mis'perpetafd  waite«  ^paaii^ 
a«4y£w^;!»8y  ki  wiaeh  mmy  Tsi^nafais  iyreff  JuninM 
lost,  witliMit iHiy  cevraapendkig  cftyort  banig'^giAJ^^ 
9^im>t^mfM  wmk  i«tene^edv  and  wmmm^iymi^i 
yitmtm^b^fk  ^^a  €hFiwadei»-liad^te|>umlhAsgitii^ 
maaatDf  Auiitaiiibg  li^B^ %f  4ill^ ttMlf*i  awi  iiaiii|i 
like  that  of  the  well  of  Bethlehem,  laHfat^for^ry 
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Xm^  Dwrld^  ooeof  its  ancieBi  JiHNEHurekt,  wm  tkea, 
at  before^  <ml]r  oblaiiied  by  tke  exfendaMmn  ci 


Tbese  erik  were,  in  a  great  meM ve,  cowrten 
liikHieed  by  tke  ttero  resolution  and  rettlett  acti- 
Titj  of  Kii^  Richard,  wbo,  witb  some  of  bis  best 
ka^g^hts,  was  erer  en  borseback,  ready  to  repair  to 
any  point  urbere  danger  ooearred,  and  often,  not 
anly  bringing  uoexpectod  snceonr  to  tbe  Cbristians» 
but  discomfiting  the  infidels  when  thej  soenied 
most  secmw  of  victory.  But  eren  the  iron  frame  el 
CSqmmt  de  L4on  eonld  not  siq^iort,  withoot  bijavy, 
the  ahernations  of  the  nmriiolesoBse  dimate,  joined 
^  cessslesfl  exertions  of  body  and  mind*  Hebesaao 
sflieted  with  one  of  those  ^w  and  wasting  levers 
pscnliarto  Asia,  andyki  despite  of  bis  great  strength, 
«id  stiM  greoter  oonrage,  grew  first  unfit  to  momt 
sn  bonebaek,  and  then  nnaUe  to  attend  the  com- 
cilsof  war,  which  were,  from  time  to  time,  held  by 
the  Gnmaders.  It  was  difficult  to  say  whether  dits 
itale  of  persondi  inactivity  was  rendered  more  ga^ 
ing  or  move  endurable  to  the  English  monan^  by 
tlio  resolntion  of  the  council  to  engage  in  a  trooo 
of  duvty  days  with  the  Sultan  Saladin ;  for,  on  the 
ens  hand,  tf  he  was  incensed  at  the  delay  which 
this  iirtevposed  to  the  progress  of  the  great  enter- 
prissy  be  was,  <m  the  other,  somewhat  consoled 
by  Imowing  that  others  were  not  ac({uiringlanreb, 
wbilo  he -remained  inactive  «pon  a  siok-bed* 

Itey  howovor,  which  Onmr  de  Lion  conld  least 
eicass^.was  4ie  general  inactivity  which  premflod 
in  the  camp  of  the  Crusaders,  so  soon  as  his  illnw 

VOb.  xxxvtii.  Q 
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him  to^uqderetoirfj  t^t  t^e  hopes  of  the  JUpsJ 
AlMite4.iQ  propQgctioii.^)ii9  illness,  mi  that  tlifm- 
^Mraliof  ti;«ce  waft.^iiylo7ed,inot  in  rec^a^tingtaeur 
Hiunbers,  rcwmating/thoir  i;oi»:age,  fo8terinAr^|S^^ 

iitotQCBuned  adviMV^^ejipon  titp  flol jr  Cit j^  wte(cff«B 
.tbaomejQt  of  ^€;iir.eiipedition,  But  In  secunii^rlSe 
<«»n^HOcp«{Kied,b)r  th^ir.diminished  followenk'jnBi 
u(n^fdies,.palisa4es»;an4  other  fortifications,  as  if 
^mw^ynring  jather  Xq,  J^l^l  an  attack  from  a  mim- 
ful  enemy  SO  soon  as  jb^ilities  should  re(X)n&enoi, 
.ttia|i« to.  assume  tih^  proi^4  iQ^^ui^^T  f^.  .P^^W^^^ 
.aiia^^l9ailam#».    .   .,,  ...j  ,^  .<f>     »•  ,-V, 

fc«u,iTfc»  £S)9gt|fih  kiiig,(;|Miifefl  mjder  these  JT^J^w^ 

^Ji)^e^b€»^iiiq[»i;M^m4  lip^  ??;^?R^  ^^*  P'^Tf^^'^l^ 

4n>ftl>9i7ieF9'Oif  his  <q^..  .N^tinraPy  ifa^^^^iji^^ 

.pe^uons,  thp  irritability  ..of  hia  temper  pr^ye^^pn 

^ilseif..  He  ^i^  dre^d^  by  his  attendant,  ium^'irQn 

vthit  .medical  aeisistants  feared,  tp.  assume  %h^x^&^ 

t4|^«aHthori|;y,  ifhiph  a  physician,  po  ^^  J^^^ 

^his^patientt^ost  needs^  ^erci#e .  over  Iw^'    ^' 

jJhithfiil.bi^rqil,  wbo^  piarbaps,  from  the  ^g^ 

Mialsar^  of  his  disposition,  ,was  devoutly  at^ 

v^b^.Kiiiig'a  per^n,  dared,  alone  to  come. 

^4b«dn^fm|nd.bis.M^tb>and  quietly,  bufj. 

omwfftaineda  oQptipl  v^hich  no  otij^or  dared  wi^^ 

over  tha4angerous  invalid,  ^and  which  'J'hon^a^  de 

;  MnUon  only  fixenased,  because  he  esteemed  Bis 

»  soviereiga's  life  ^ud.  honour  more  than  he  did  0)0  I 

,,degi^  pf  ff^ypur  wbicb,he„might  lose,  or  even ^«  | 

'      '    '      •   '  ^  .      '  -   'ih^nz 
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'j|^^iBrpe|[%e  liiig^t  tncur;  id  tiurdkig'  a  pa(ttem-t» 

la^le^  apd  ^ose  dSspleiuare  was  «o  pei^onn, 

^  .irhoivas  was  the  Lord  of  OiMaiidi  in^  €MI^ 

^dL  and,  in  an  age  wh^n  simianM  and  iStlsi 

r'not  distinctly  attached,  'its  now,  to  tlie  ivdi- 

dis  wlio  Wire  them,  lie  was  called  by  the  N<M^ 

H^  t)ie'£ard  de.yau^,  and'  in  English^  by  the 

SaKpas^^wlib  dnng  to  their  natire  hwgaii^  atid 

M^  tlroud  of  the  share  of  Saxon  blood  in  this  t*e- 

^powne^  warrior's  ^eins,  he* was  termed  Humias,  or 

more  familiarly,  Thom  of  tiie  Gills,  or  Nan^w 

1^al^>i,  firom  which  his  extensiye  domaias  deviired 

ioir  well-loiown  appellation. 

Tt&  ehief  had  been  exercised  in  almost  ail  the 

whetl^er  wsged  betwixt  £kigland  and  Soot- 

or  amongst  the  YorioiiB  domestic  f»Gtions 

L^en  tore  the  former  country  asunder,  ai|d 

^"hacl  Deen  disti^gui8hed,  as  weQ  from  his  mi- 

cpnduc^;  as  his  personal  prowess.     He  was, 

'  respects,  a  rude  soldier,  blunt  and  careless 

lai^ing,  and  tacijfcum,  nay,  almost  sullen  in 

^i^  of  society^  and  seeming,  at  least,  to  dis- 

w;  l^fibwledge  o(  policy  and  of  courtly  art 

lf(ere  /nen,  however,  who  pretended  to  look 

I  inter  character,  ^o  asserted  that  the  Lord, 

Jajlx,was  not  less  shrewd  and  aspiring,  than  h^ 

^ Jl^^jbiunt  ,and  bold,  and  who  thought  that,  while 

^Mj^^^iflated  biipself  to  the  king's  own  character 

^jj^f  jplfiat  hardihood,  It  was,  in  some  degree  at  least, 

^iirij^^an  ,eye  t^  establish  his,  favour,  and  to  gratify 

^Jji^jOwn^  hopes  of  deep-laid  ambition.     But  no  one 

cared  to  thwart  his  schemes,  if  such  he  had,  by 

mailing  him  in  the  dangerous  occupation  of  daily 
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tor&',  at  le^t'^itt^tiie'liiigirs^  arm;^, l^®^p  '^^^S'S 
dff  oplfiliifi  iWiii'pe^aiix  i^^^^^  on  tW&i^^ 

^tiir^di^  u{iii6b  c<|iiir4d^ej'  in  the  npnest  and  4isi|l}ft- 
Tiigt^dTjflr^i&iJ^ss  t^i  m^itary  frUud&^p[^6o^^ 
Wdtwe^ntBe1^a[iia^erso^ (folly  da^  ^,  ^ 

^^  tt  4sMe  deiime  oraSyriin  bay  ife^t'luS 
uty  On  nis  ^ucn  of  sickness,  loathing  i^  ae^  mucny 
*ddtb'<)  ids'^ his  tlln^ss  made  it  irksome 'jto  hra.podT. 
ttisi'  Iright  hiiie' ey^,  wliich  at  all  ^times  ^on^  mgf 
uucommon  keenness  and  splendour,  had  i^s  Ypiicj||r 
Augmented  by  fever  and  ment)4  impatie:|i|qe,  ^^ 
glanced  from  among  ^is  ci^rled  and  unshprn  fSf^ 
of  yellow  hair,  as  fitfully  and  as.vivid|ly,^^|^J^ 
gleams  of  the  sun  shoot  through  the  ^oi^^jj^ff 
approaching  thunde]:-storm,  whicl^  8till,^n^wv|^ 
are  gilded  by  its  beams.   His  manly. fea^uri^i^c^^ 
ed  the  progress  of  wasting  illness,  a^jd  hU^^D^pu[^ 
neglected  and  untrimmed,  n^  oVergfown  l^jg^^ 
and  chin.     Casting  himself  from  dj^et^^^ 
clutching  towards  MiQ  the  coveri^g;^^ 
next  moment  he  ^un||;  as  i|npatiiei^Uyiit>^]^^ 
tossed  couch  and  impatient  ^esti^^^ 
the  energy  and  tb?€^  re^^ess  imj^ki<eno^  c^^^^ 
position,  whose  nat^^al jsphere  was.th^t^of ^ij^j^^^jji^ 
active  exertion.  '"^  .      j     .  ,„  ^  t^.^^m^ 

Beside  his  couch  stood  Thomas  de  ^^^^AJft^lSSf 
attitude,  and  manner,  the  strongest  possioie  con' 
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trasf,  to  tlie  suffering  monarch.     His  stature  ap- 
jjjroached  the  gigantic,  and  his  hair  in  thipkne«9 
might  have  resembled  that  of  Sampson,  though 
only  after  ttie  Israelitish  champion's  locks  had  pas)$- 
ed  under  the  shears  of  the  Philistines,  for  those  of 
De  Vaux  were  cut  short,  that  they  might  be  en 
dosed  under  his  helmet.     The  light  of  his  broad, 
t^e  hazel  eye,  resembled  that  of  the  autumn  mom. 
and  It  was  only  perturbed  for  a  moment,  when  from 
.tilne  to  time  it  was  attracted  by  Kichard*s  vehe- 
metit  marks  of  agitation  and  restlessness.    His  fea> 
tores,  though  massive  like  his  person,  might  have 
l>e6n  handsome  before  they  were  defaced  with  scars; 
iiis  upper  lip,  after  the  fashion  of  the  Normans, 
was  covered  with  thick  mustaches,  which  grew  so 
wrig  and  luxuriantly  as  to  mingle  with  his  hair,  and, 
like  his  hair,  were  dark  brown,  slightly  brindled 
"ii^lth  grey.     His  frame  seemed  of  that  kind  which 
tbost  readily  defies  both  toil  and  climate,  for  he 
'was  thin-flanked,  broad-chested,  long-armed,  deep- 
^t-eathed,  and  strong  limbed.   He  had  not  laid  aside 
lis  huflF-coat,  which  displayed  the  cross  cut  on  the 
slionlder,  for  more  than  three  nights,  enjoying  but 
«ich  momentary  repose  as  the  warder  of  a  sick 
monarch's  couch  might  by  snatches  indulge.    This 
Baron  rarely  changed  his  posture,  except  to  ad- 
minister to  Richard  the  medicine  or  refreshments, 
which  none  of  his  less  favoured  attendants  could 
persuade  the  impatient  monarch  to  take  ;  and  there 
was  something  affecting  in  the  kindly,  yet  awkward 
mannpr  in  which  he  discharged  offices  so  strangely 
Mntm^ted  ^ik  his  hliint  and  soldierly  habits  and 
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^  T|^^i;g^^  OR  T^Et  4;RU$AB11& 

h  .Skim  of  animals  8laui4ii>tb%dii»9M^fff^tf^r^^^ 
<ni.4ie(<4^owpd^  ovi.QxteBBidedt'iilQa^  ^8^09'  ^  t^ 

eyes^  fixfid  from  tifOfttOxtittia  fri|^ir#^ 

k^  nmk  .thayym#rKeUflK^Airii»d'jre§fi^M»ll)CH^ 
^nM  inMivityi'/vi^idk  tfa«9$  waita  jepm^lMiHt 

9)^(^er  andthimtonian  ;.kiU»^«ii#i*jmiaU  Aft^ 
bgr^thc  hed,  was.placed  ft  sM^Id  )»€.iivoi»|^i^i6iAA 
ti^iangnlar  ^m> .  boariog  k  tbm  ditdevUim^  tyafci>i# 
%«^a9sumed  l)y  .the4shi^nm»^0O{UMilH^«iidt|MAM^ 
i$,tha  gol<^  ciiHslAt,;i:e8embliii9i.m«^4i»dii^^ 
s^net,  oaly  Abut  itwaa^g^p  i^^ont^JiiiiH^ 
w^ich,  wkk  the  piu-filci  i^elatid  mikmA^Mi^AfM 
tto^iined  it>  formed  then  thaemUam  of  ^SUglliii'* 
8f^]K^re^gi]tj«  .Be^kle  i«,<a8df  .proii4pl^lM^d^<M«# 
d|f^  regal  symbol^  lay  a  raigbiy  ioarl«A*aifc%^<«UilVi 
^,i4d  kare. waiaad  tbe  am  ofaayotbarlliim  Oilli^ 
de  Lion.  ;..,*:   .i.:  »*-..'    ./^.k.!  ».*»p 

In  an  outer  partition  of  the  pavilion  waited  W 
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aMlmfai  il^tk<^  tis8BtefVfaadlJi^;'aiid  ^oiT  fto'^ 

#0^htaP«lMtfriv4^  wtMon.  M  .      . 

«^  lift  tbiNI  Mm  *^  belllrf  mws  to  bring  ne  frbin 

tlli^Mto%»c^ittMwde«rMiliMi  to  d^Uctfbe.  -•«  Al 
liMMjritttf  |Wi6d*wtHMHy  wid-  utrirladfei  becomw 

t^41i»lrttd^^my^toydv^'  ^id  IH  Vkmci  with  tii«^ 
miffi^iJM^^yMi^^tAJ^h  k^  liad  iwteirfty  tttee»  i^ 
yMM<li|«i<^9Kplttti*tiott^<'the  tht^  ^Mtrreiiu'  itt 
Ntiig«lia«li^ei'4ri(ntten>ef  acftioti;  titd,  Ibr  tfid 
liiil,4^  to^^lit'tefdfer,  »i'$«^  *irell'  knoWfr  tSi( 
iMi^ijMQIjr^'Mfd^'d^dom  exdiMige  «teel  litid  buff 
filM«iii|tw^(^#^i-bi#  tho*  ^  Iktiowytlmt  our 
«lfiMtMi«iufli6»«Br^  WMkiiig'ttpf^  tbe'Q^  Ma-^ 
ji|l9t4»d^*€^lMtai9B«,  fc^  li  pUgrimage  to  tite  ecmi' 
itei4f  flBH|iaddii  fa^DOos^sb  th^ir  vowv  ftv  y6ctr 

aMiMtib It  Ad^r  ift^  RkSkardr  WftU  the Imp*^ 
tipriaftifaii4lq^titfH,  <^4hat  rdyai  mati'twr  idi^ 
<iw*»aih#iidi4ifc|fc^toMfelye%^hei%tbe  de|)cVh» 
Mb)tha  bmt  havtf ^  little  truth  t»  fiibii;'ai  they 
)«?•  frith «o^ard8  CM?"  "^ 
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OT'DOu  IWHeCrvO^IHO bIKNIMVBI)  SHU^ pSIllfflllffy  ffAISIUl 

'IrillMclf' ni  Mi  €A9M^  ibOdli^M^^aidR^a  llittA,^WT^ 
Aished  orer  the  jeweBed  tarbaa  of  the  Soldai£'*^4t 
^nf6^'ik.Hi||^  wtnHcr  scaice  ihIt9  ewiuiTfu  1  r fnu.  unmer^ 
^ed1ii»  yoyiS  imk^te^  to  i-^Hi^flke^lkffi^fWm 

^Uft'^hiptitietet^BiM.'  ^  »^vn»r'j  ii'>w>  to  ^sn^ 
-'^'^  Tti6ir  ^'li  Voi^  Yfimcf^ili^Brrimnilf^ 
De  Vaax,"  said  the  ttfH^  yupkf^  %^ VMrAt 
^stj^r^d^ft.^hil^lie  SQh^itted  fo^h^  d^eH^^iVA 
^  ^i^'ito&iae  td  r^^fitr  «<  tn^tilnkt  Wb^Af^wbOU 

^Itfd'^nM  to^fiij^n  giHflr^h.'* ' '^  e^«K*dT  loB 

Kf^rf ewHy*?*'^ '  *^  ''  '  ^  '"'^^  ^'^  *^^*''  '^"***i'^ 
«  «*l^eT€?i<.^F^w3iiiined  iKiaitfd;  llb^«tl^^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


and  aciioiif-ii»  ^f'9imt^}mftihmmfmim^  ikm  Wnt* 

ipriiig  of  their  enterprise :  a  iipfig9i|9)c^,frqi9||[ 

But  Thoniaa  deVgyp^Ti^f Q,(9fff«^c«  tHiNm^ 
fll»$yWi#w4>  W  g:^fp^i?|Wt»¥WMty/t»*hi». 

lapsing  into  his  moody  conteinplatiomi,^,^|yi^|gi|^ 
.ipWWte^  ^  ^WPten"^W«^o?^*^'*»  is 
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19II0M  ^  aM>«itoMr  flit  flgtewWiiri  afoipblBi^Veoii^ 
tpcatioar  qf  .all  the  chirsiiry  of  Europe^idhiai^  ^^Mdl 

«lAd  men*  m  bKB^iAMbimktmiMhtintiknikM^i 
ltti/aU^*Hdkm4lieKfidcMtferikaM^ 
40i«oi  ditf  iwnvwiiMaeaAleaddiobMtaeveitie^h^^ 
"«  ForaooUi^  aad  if  k  plebw  your  MajestyC^  imimI 

./f  Hft  ^^wolaiI^ii>d,tft  iflhitii/tei  j«ikjiii|i  aiiwhiif 
V<i4iiEl  Xtoi§^tdl^y)aBiyr«Ui8l  injIiliHire*  trifM>tiBr 

«dM^atleiiim«ftth0jCHniiftim kMl?"  in  s^^irpi 

'<  Bunk  and  dignHy^-uaid  Se»«Mi^MfoiMtnii» 

the  King,  df.FranoeJ*'  ?  *  .  'j<  ."mMi  .'.:  m«  i-  ^n.^. 

.^  Oh»«y»:^i|oiMiraMidv4jbe£ii|^iiMMM^ 
lip.irf '  Fwoce  mkL  Nai«m^4«DMBtft  >MmmiIjoww« 
httiMoit  GSbiistiaaiMajMky  I*<«*4MHttli«filiiiigfiievdP 
tlMtl.  Tbwft  i&  tart^we  aiakw  that^be  wigWifiiuW i 
t9kip4kocyimda.JEmmrf9^P^^BtiiBumt^ 
uffhaaklQuBaiig^finqtead^fimlurivh^ 
Hia  p^Utfebaad  iMMF^MrmdiisTttlmtfaMv^faKl^taH^ 
ia  joora iia  .be patten  Jiy  4ppw)aarog  hiaileadatelei/ 
apdf  pillagiiigbis  alliesv  Iban  igbtkqpipvitblbe  filter 
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Miffoftnidft  to  iliiPfi|yiv>a»A  frtdiHWiaw^f^iiBdtogtf 

ijjfijrViiimitiT&ad  fciwiifrnhMtfwiii  nwil  fanfift  iniciiihti'^ 
iMhmsK^thQ.hBam^  mMjnny  to  keep  hi»  ibaaimf* 

leadcar  of  the  €%]i9tiflai  host?''  ^j5  i^v*  ■  i^;  -    ^^    i»^' 
i^»«Aier;p«iUi#«nk^''tiief  dndetlBipo^w  iattief  afid 

f  )l^  pn«ti9es  coEUDes  tbe  mdst  doik  m4«'iibiMBiariA 
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darkness  ?"  'jii^icul 

^)^^iJi9rmi»lmi|.jsr.W  ttAiit4d^\hpMln^,,mttiiT 
,.  f^  Sul:  iftii^  poi^.a  iQirtl4.|iHaer  ?^*^4aldBllblnTtt, 

Taiiti^0ffi..wfa»9;l^.^li#f  >roj|3d'ti9i««v-!hsilteiH>Dyh7i  Air 

jHtir.WdMheni  I  inH.ir0»lweil«t:a^  fote^ 
g^ijjj^t  Mairqiusia£.M<mi9(9ri|«tyfMi>iniW 

.^,  *«  ]^;riie?  ^;aBiiki§f,,y«iLi«iO||U^]F^qf^Uednkfe 
jjff^^  ji/i  alegun;^;  u^  a,  h4ff^'^<^»a)mt,  '^jmMifmXk 
^krA¥*  Conrade  j9(  ^J^v/^$f^n9$i^-f^^O'hhm^mH 
I^Ro^J^f  JP^ticMd  vevlptlQ^ beiwiH  ^li—i^i 
|M^,bM  purpo0f8  ji4  ofium  a9jii«^'^mmnig8  off^dift 
4Qi»bIe1;ioaii4  y^  ^^^U  WKer  be^aUe  to^^oess  ^ 
j|ii^,  gi  hi^  inmost  ¥e$€«Miits^  &»in  .4heir  ^<twaH9 
pfoXw^f^*  A  maiMit>ar9»%?  aj^a  Anfefig^iviQlt  Wttt^ 
il^k».aa4  <:««  bear  hw  i9f^  in  tbe  iS^yaH^  andl 
41^  tl^  banrien,  when  f»w#r4i:  are  jUaoted  at  poiiift 
1^4  ei]g«>  and  apeaca  are  tipp^  with.  U»aclrtiiat;qf 
pqoid^uistaadofsteDlpikeSb  WerlthotimKiiiilA 
me^  when  I  8ai4:  to  that  aame  gay  Marqai^  /iHai{a 
ygm  }tm  Are^  good  Christiai^^  and  on  yondeir^i^aiii 
fhar^  piicks.a  bai|dr«£  ftoBeN)'itbit)eae09e<^fomd^ 
irfw^^y  inwikta  fshargajah^ 
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bight/"  ""  '^'■'• 

iM  of!i^>b«Mt;  iftwag^li'Mittl  helm  wkni  iM  lion. 
Auto  I  vee49^k]iti^W«rdiaft  «nd  ^«l«  we  he^, 

iHi«flmBk8tt'ff^8larw'fffi^*Ri6k)li^to<tteA^  ' 
ti[uA%^uf  gtavt  tttottri^  ^BSbhkMHhrurtrt;  out  into  & 
^Mirtyifit  iif  ^hiiiglili0r^Ttbid"fir<t  '#Melr  he  liid  for 
^oHie-ititettlbdii^  ik  ^<  Why,  whitt  a  thhig  U 
conscience/'  he  said,  <<  that  through  its  meanit  ^ren 
takf»  thibfe'Wilt^  MHhem  ioi'd  asi '  thoii  ctouft 
hHngithf  «a«Br^^{o  confei«4ii8  folly 1 1th  ttm, 
•Aii^slid>«hey«o«>lM^itHie^lM&iMfea  ad  feft  to  h<M 
my  leading-8ta£F,  little  slioMli^  I  cMrd  for  |^lticklrt|^ 
4helillMii<tnipfmi^^ili^'piip}^i^l9iouhtt»t 'shown 
JieNiDifliiix^ess'foiM'^lV^Itt  it  tm'  what  flf^ 

iiKelwobe^tliey  siragigt^iA,  mile^^  wfteri  thiiy  iVe 
iWMicI  lis VnrtUs^itt^l^  glol4o«s  enierpifiiie  ttf  #hlisl 
i<hiive>iMiwed*iilyMfef?'>  Ye^,  De  Wi!bt,  I  cbnfM 
«iy  w«alinttls^)Md^e  ^^KITuliie^  bf  riiy'aitib!^^. 
rFkvt€)hri8ttttoii«itt{r^6(m«aiii8r,  doubtless,  mtnf  % 
hfliM  <faaglsi'ttlfMilk  ^II4«h^#  Of  EiiglaM,  atid  "91 
hnm1J>iiQri»i^qiitdiW(Ml%  40  bslfgtt  ^  tho%eiit^ 
ihBH)  tho>tort^^  tbo'to^t^huft,"  dontkmed  %U 

AoltiBff  tho'Jk;lfVte#^froil^4ii$  ^^i  yfMUiAstsy^ 
s|Mfkled-a|ii^y^4^t#iW^it1;^tO'<lo  trti^the  ete^^^ 
4»kl|B;^94i(«H|ro(SitoliSi#«to^  io^l^^  btliiiir# 
pfirlhan€lo«iqM9^JTMH^e^<6^  Jistli^e^  Wh^^I 
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Aergo  my  dndleng^e  to  mortiil  eomt)at,  foi'.^lmi^ 

pbject  of  mj  enterprise^^^Bat  Imrk,  wbat  trmriA^ 
ifMtptlliosevladiiilaiicer     '  .  ^       *'* 

.  ,,<f  Those  of  King  IWiip,  »  i  gueisr,  m^  ii^i** 
md  tlie^sUNnttfiog^teknto.-  '         '"  '*^ 

.  **  Thou  art  duE  tf  oan  Thotnai,''  8aTd;:tl«r^% 
endiBf^Durlng  ta  sfaii^tqv^*^  iieaikrest  ihSh  ^ft^'^im 
sh^ mi d»ng?  Bf  fieai^n^^  Vhtks iieti^ 

>  ^ieagiun*#ttdkaTdfar(^tO'g^ontoflyod;'toJf^tfe 
<¥«axj«Eas;obligied4o  «atefe«i$e4ife  own  great  slansi^f^ 
mi}d  also  to  summon  ^the  assistance  of  ihis^dmntrnv- 
lains  from  .the  inner  tent,  to  Restrain  him.  .  ^  t, 

"  Thbu  art  a  false  traito^)  De  Vaux,"  said  the 
incensed  monarch}  when,  breathless  aad  eidiaus^ 
ed  with  struggling,  Jie  was  coippeUed  to-^submit 
to  superior  strength,  and  to  repose  in  quiet  on  his 
oouch.  <<  1  would  I  .were — 'I  would  I  'were  but 
itrtog  enough  to  dash  thy  brains  out  widi  m  j  bat- 
tle^-axer 

.  *<  I  would  you  had  the  strength,  my  liege,"  said 
De  Vaux,  <<  and.  would  even  take  the  risk  of  ito 
.-being  so  employed.  .The  odds  would  be  gfent  in 
favour  of  Christendom,  were  Thomas  Mukon  dead, 
and'CcBur  de  Lion  himself  again.'* 

**  Mine  honest  &ithful  servant,"  said  Richard, 
extending  his  hand,  which  the  baron  reverentialljr 
valuted,  *^  forgive  thy. master's  impatience  of  mood. 
It  is  this  burning  fever  which  chides  4hee,  and  not 

*  llie  war-cries  of  the  Moslcmttb. 
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%j^  fS^ttft  f9^  tb«i^.fQWlcta  ai«  not  of  CfanHen- 


>e  Vanx  left  the.  pavUioB^fHi  Ae  tmoMl  MUtgw- 
e^and  i^  iiUj^bsence,  whiek  (lebadrteolTed  ihould 
l>e''bneft  he  charged  ll^fii^lMlidbediQHypeptt,  aad 
18^  tQ  redouble  ftheir  amntion  od«  their  so- 
i>  ]nth  Ijnr^eiif  of  l^oldttt^  thj^m  to  refipcmst- 
^SnWi^!^^  ^Wft^t#  M^in  ^mioiahed  their 
IpoS aipaoty in  the.disehaigiereltibeaiidBljfnsf^Nr 
{^.^F^fhW^  to  the  m  'of  the  monanBh-hlnUelf, 
la^e^.t^iOf.  jtlp  flef»  apd  ioidiloniUe  Loi^ 

41    k   ^^f*    t.fl?   '»<'S     n^^ft  ^'i^rv?    -M'     •'      /'*     •     -»v 


115  ji;  'i  ••  ■  it 
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Its 


NOTEifl?Of^CPAP15BR  VI. 

U«  was  atUsftwIcalterQ^J&MifUfy  attiidwd^  M  Mim  OE. 
prased,  te  King  RichanlrBii&iMurtlwd  witkdMiwtt^ 
rill— nl  m0tt\ant}i  itf  thr  Introduction.  At  the  beginning  •! 
tiM  jvmAnoe^  mention  it  made  of  a  toiimameiit»  in  wUehtlM 
tM  mmm^i^m^»!^J'^*A  •#«(*,  w|ti  of.afpw|s,.t^^ 
acted  aa  a  die^^ae ;  and  at  eaoh  appearapc^  acme  Imig {rt  f 
prowe^  bad  a  sLftrp  encounter  with  him.  "When  , 
tlumedllMl^aeoond  time,  tlio  fiffleiwinf  ia  Mr  EiiA  I 

■u^  of  ^jumour  painted  jred,  an4  abelmat^the  t 

was  a  red  hound,  with  a  h>Dg  tail  which  reached  to^mn  chm  ^ 

ha  eihblem  Intended  to  convey  hia  indignation  agafaniilliiSMI* 

t^o  t9  jat^empt  their  destruction.  Having.  angctifi^g^|^jH|M^ 
iaed  Iiimse^'  |n  his  new  disguise,  he  rode  into  the  131^  fcr 
uie  purpose  of  selecting  a  morv  formidable  adyeifaary^ldi, 
««t^fing  Mb  bpear  to  Us  ai{i««^tiMK  ]iii«M«a;ilid«MliM 
mt  Thmmaa  deMnH«n,akpigh»whaaepiyw<Ba.WtgJiimwi 
|jt  l^dd  in  the  Jiigbest  estimation.  Sir  Thomas  amra^ 
not  at  all  dittordered  by  a  blow  which  would  have  felled  a  ooia- 
inon  advcr«ary,  oahtdy  adv^df  him  to  go  and  4mmttmioM 
tlwlwia^  bvHiUefaanl^tarific  aimed  M  hfalfawfcp^wrf 
ipora,  violant  stn^e,.  by  which  hU^beimet  waa  neav^  P'HiW' 
he  returnea  It  with  such  vigour  that  the  Idi^^  lost  his'stirnnii 
tad,  «f»ovvring  himsdf  with  some  difficulty,  rode  ^v^HttW 
i|iart  telo<iia<b|itatj''^lUjjsV.%a^twiiif,  pp^.*  m^  I9ftai  tr 

i   '-        .      ■  ;  ,.  ...  i*jvj  sd' 

'      »  •  ..  .:    •>  tt*f9^ 

-  '   '  .  .  .  '  .  r.'JICfittf 

t-  ■•   ..  .    ■^.  .      •     ■  '..  '-','!    :.«it,y-«' 
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•It 


'flSwBfcf lWy%f"  WVI^  woM  ^MyVw^HroB  pbrt9'^|^Np 
WIm  Sttittldiwith  EngUab  1MC» 


(P    t*"-  ^-^T  ^    -T."      '■      -   S'T*      *,«J    ••      •     l^ 


,  fe^  bad  fiaturtiDy  l>W<i 


M^iiki 


yj^i^ihe  g;raiipiiig  ambitioD  of  Edward  t 
itowffonwaod  «karMlir  te  tbe  wm 

^H  of  S<$ditft!id,  and^tbe  Scouidb,  wiA 
iGhtMrB^natioii  and  olistiiiacy  wbidi-bap 


jS^^^tJ^ippstd^adyaatageouaciri^^  an^ 


tbie  two  naiaont,  though  fieroe  and  frequent,  had 
Iteen  eondocted  os  principles  of  £ur  hostility,  and 
admitted  of  diose  softening  sbadea  by  which  cour- 
tesy, and  the  respect  for  open  and  generoos  feoBUMik 

VOL^  XXXVIIK  n 
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IH  SttUM'tfT'TllBrCRUSAIIflnB. 

»ioMl««d^ii«i8#rytiigioid^itei9liiiii|d^  IkeiMo 
nasel  «iicli^lh«ed»Alilureflfoiift^gaiiiflMil»fa(H^^ 

The  frank  and  martial  character  of  Richavi, 
wko  fluidAM  diitnifslNon. Ji0hi&dlt4hA  wIMmA^ 

4h^tlHn»Ahenk$QbBi  f»fthe  iMA9^h9Me;iitSai^ 

dipch»  hMi)HinM^'«nd  4hki4ttaAt»alaye6ii>tfciiafci 
4itMiwtf  inf  vthidi  ^M>.€ffiinM^eBtit^teie.|«M)4ltlib 
JUithniftLdidiiiildb  b«^eeiiijlh«InurtbnaariaaifekBiitel 

)>oi:T|ft.Scatlwb  wd  ifiaf^ishFeqhidif^ij^ 
it^K^br^piritedy  iwid  apt4ajt«iBgiOiBiwiiM  ■  ifctiifMlwi^r 
ilbftilAere  iMiy  bteanse  .the :i|Nmoe¥  aifl  ttoiiwiihy 
MilkHp»«<r-lH^I»  tot  «l^i^)(^'liyi;iil<^«rtoidbdifaB«fa% 
^  ,|mM  when,  the  Mtc^fotbada  theia'^aiiPielric 
ilheir/«nit<d  mengvMitwe^  the.fbraoBi»&  >'ldk»ifr 
.«Qtitei»<&ig  Bomair  pUcAi  eff<^  the^Soolti^fVDrid 
^AdiQil  1<^  i^iifiiemrii^,  a»d  th^ir^onthenktibifhhaan 
^Airtiidd'bcQok nocqotlitx.  Therewetediifcg^Mf 
^msHmitialiotis^  and  bo4k€h6.€aQiaowaaMki79<M 
4hmr  J^eaders  idfid  cKmimiiiidfirs,.^vfao  hftdnbdon  ^Hd 
j(«imffw)ei  in  Am^iiiiyvitavfr^o^jM'omBn^ 
JA  lih^  ferfod  of  adrerBily/m  if  tfaw  MMM^^ 
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.mami^niRrnmcrTMLwmtau  III 

1iiif%i»anM  jbqyd[ifimionlM>q|w^ih<Nr«t^ 
^MfeCii^  tkfe  iS^r^ibhiaU  £i%l»l^'lli6^^  Iudfmi>'ai4 

4SviAalt;^Ui?ilri]8  «Uf  ntifit  ^kkh  jdhvkfedi«keii^ 
oiBinii  !]rtibiiii!teetii^kBid>^ibni^  'iMv  «4mm4 
i|Bai»oiiniiagiBdc^y«lniitgacfai  loiher  tilpr  -  tke  i  tninr 
resfKHi,  thai  our  narrative  is  principally  ooB^trmeri 

U9#E«ll4he  BikgiiaktaAl6»i#fao  ksA  MMml  tMr 
d[i9gi4f9iMeAMjJlift  Vara^^as^hidae^nfladidMl 
^mit^eltaadSbDlti^  ;»41iey  weise  fan  nev  tof%l»- 
Mhn^anliifvriimi  1»  ^IfMliledr  cttgagod  tlovidgOiiK 
•«M^ife(iB^pickal^or|>db!klrarfi^  wtHrm 

ib  Ipfadi^ieij^^iiMDJ^iiMhUiiMi,  wbik  ke  lMd«ti» 
fyiffldaikf«]Miidiaad»telivf^vw  ^Hi»lo^«iid4ii- 
Uotin^lottW^iling^lffiii)  lak^n^hjrAdtSMiifn'ni 

churlish  i^tMbcesnUotd  dK  «thia«»  evM*  tovm^Ai 
liBau«k9fh«iii:i{e»w^*%riffiei^  «lll>  i^ugk^aiid 
^■i|ii  I  u  lit  "tpQ jajBagiialt  *wh<wn  /  h<  tatertiiiiieA^ 
filyiilicBi?  3)iay«nK>^iidti«p<rdbBer«ed/^vfteh0bt 
jateMfifanftdnpleai^dret/lns^Kiiigettii^hii  anyttMk 
iifecwEiBi^df  fibobrtolAro  w&ked)  de6«icitil,  M^d 
AroolQis  mBoxtAmhi  oti  die  other  ^de  of  a  vhm^^ 
yDdn%ittBr^iyo  drt»rti  tht  otigh^vasle  Hud*  wadiN^ 
mBmitk/^ibmo^BidaakUd:  the  fftteseit  of  a  €fttMtd«» 
imiA^t^efT^were^itfferfA  to  bear  ataiity'b<fldiMg 
i|l»lil>iaiirmoivliJKHdilitik»  better  Hhm  the^SftrA- 
6«if  fiBbdribte^^famft-to  coibat*  It  mnf  be  Kdd- 
v^^ifthiEt^iasiibiMngAliiiQielf  a  bfatnr  and  dotim^gllt 
ifli%HilMBMiy  nraitenttomed  to  eonceal  the  ^V^^^ 
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thtf  £ur-spoken  GoiutQ«y»  whid^tlto^  SosH  ^lidilenbl- 
^ndf  eilh^  from  irailiitioii'of  ijb^f^wqiKSiil  |Ai(9, 
tka  Fjrenclii  or  w)iid&  mgkthswe  ^uiaen  £iiQf«i»tjiMir 
^WQ  proud  and  reseirodchorfieleryfAfCtf^rfiib^^itd 
«itlicioas  Biarl^  of  the  mo0^  4ap|i^0roii»>rlMigift 
againsl  tfieir  oeighhoara,  erer  irfiwti  jio  btii«nli» 
with  genaine  English  confidence,  tile3r 'eotdcl^t^hj 
fiiir  naanbood,  neyer  obtain  anf  ad'riiatago^r.r'T 

Yet,  tboi^h  De  Vaus:  entertained  tbce^im- 

timents  concerning  his  nortbera  neigfahoBT»,^Mid 

extend/ed  them,  with  little  Hiitigatio%^iFeA.to>fi^ 

ail  had  assumed  the  Cross^  ihia  req>^  for  tb^Kh^ 

^^d  ^  sense  of  the  duty  imposed  by  hi0  y!(Kn^i«s..a 

{Imsadwy  prerented  him  .from'  diiq[4ty^g;  tb«m 

.ptherwise  liutn  by  regolarly  8toiniiig'>aU.|iijt4r- 

.eouise  with  his  Scottish  bretbres-at-onOSi  n»6m8» 

^ppssiblor-by  obserring  a  siiHeii  talJIumilyjiMbfn 

,  /^mpeUed  to  meet  them  oeoasioiidly,**'»*iid  by^lf>ok- 

iog  sconrfoUy  upon  «hem  wb^  tbeyieueoimteired 

on  the.  march  and  in  oamp^    The  Scotti^  biMns 

«4ii}d  knights  were  not  men  to^bearliis  soorafUUob- 

jarved  or  unreplied  to  3  and  it  came*  to  ^bat^fH^ 

;  that  he  wae4«|^a9ded  as  the  determined  estdiaeifife 

^  ^eoemy  of  a  natioii»  whmn^  after  ril^  j^e-oidy^BslibiA 

^«nd  in  some  sort  despised.   Ney»  )t  was  jremerked 

by  dose  observers,  that^  if  he  bad  not  tK9imaai»  ^e6i 

^he.  charity  of  8cr^tnxe»  whitoh' suffer^  long/ and 

judges  Idndlyi  he  was  by  no  meilns  deficit t  in  t^e 

subordinate  and  limited  vqrtoei  which  aUetiittos 

and  relieves  the  wants  of  others.    Tbe  weidtbHof 

Thomas  of  Gilsland  procured  sup^ies  of^aroyiiians 

and  medicines,  and  some  of  these  usually  flowed 
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Iris^J^j^  hett^vt^iM  (nxNieeding  dll  the  prhidjrfiB. 
«iiifi|  toilti}»'«i|rttti'ir  f]lMi^  kit  4<m  Was  W  nidst 
lyj^umd^  t»4ito^  >dij^  <^f^  all  tbe  inl^Brm^- 
^4kito^^i4UH^Mi8j'li^  liidiff(»^eiit  «^  merit  jereii'a 
^l^ltt^ttf  '  TUft%x^IlftMltiott  is'^etieMRirW  iti  oHfer 
UflM'iiib  »4aAM*baf  fitdlyitttdefataai-wWit^liM 

.  Thotsm^  V^tm^h^A^m  nade  nioiy  tftepa  be- 
yoiid<tif^  ^Attiiia^^df  live  royia  patvikm,  wben  ht 
^ifaft«^a<l!«»0'#fJ^hM'Ute'iar  «i^lpe  teeote  eia*  (»f  <be 
<£^i^sb^«EibM»^M»^'*teaA  p^ofieietlt  ta  l^s^  <if 
IfiiittttiiiajfV  IM'tftsUnAf  ^MO^N^red^  that  dte  nm« 
^•itt^i6«raiiM,  nitoi»lyi^hi<A4iad  f«aete4  libeir  ta^ 
iw4^?^lMEdi^bi4  1^^^  fipea^  «lialBM|  alidlMrttie^ 
ilMtoi^;^.i8o^Qi6^  a^,  at  the  bottont  d^  to 
'«^^  i^«0ti<%  wtiiUrforitied  abroad  Bc6e^%o  the 
'fi[fi^^J|tf^ljtwllard,^  canld  aee  a  orowd  of  idle 
ioldiiei^^akMemUed  around  the  apet  lit»ii  whiah  the 
'«iaMiPwiia^li0MMl,  utoost^i^'ceiitire  of  the  vamp ; 
t!«»^lej%a)«ty;4^'|;reatieiirpri8e»  mingled  a&iid  the 
WttieCb'^  tttrinttafbntis  worn  by  the  OraMdeiM  ttf 
^«iPfi#«itt  Mtbaiy  white  tut^atta  Mid  loiig  fflltes, 
"iMaoMikilp-Aeirreeeiiee  ^f  anaed  ^Saracens,  «Md 
^tlH^<|jde{bi%Md  h^i«dg  of  tereral  oanels  <»r  dro- 
"jfiiiMitt^/  ovelloojadg  the  imiHitade^  by  aid  of  thite 

'0«tMilMttiMnr^«Dd 'diapleaaed,  M  ft  sight  eo  iineltr 
^l^^fiedMBiillt^g^  it  was  eustomary  tb  Imd^ 
^/'ia^  ot-trtioe  and  oth^r^  eommttntattioiis  fVota 
thit^ttemy  al  an  appointed  place  without  thebar^ 
'4kmi*^^h*t^t  IMeed:  eagerly  reand*  Aar'^smiie 
vjwoft  /U»'ii.-.   i...,a<* ; '      .  ^  ,  *        -       ^ 
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one  of  whom  he  miimt  epqtiire  il|e  hsase 

The  nrst  person  whom  ne  met  aaranciDr  to  nuki. 


__^ tfc. 


he  set  down  at  once,  by  m&.frraTe  and  JuLmrni 


^       .    ^        ,  ^•'jfJ'MJl  nn'iA  no  sun  £ 

,  Loath  to  ask  even  ti^.passinfr  qnestion^Jia  was 

»>6ut  to  pass  Sir  Kenne.th,  with  that  sullen  and 

thu'if'j"-    •'T^''-   ,-»'■'  .S-iJ ',•:'■-• -^   y''    'v  '  t'   ^.  M,^\i&^[n'^£iaW 

lowerihg  port  #hich  seems  to  say,  ^vl  know  the^ 
l>u^  I  will  h^ld  i^o  commiii^icatioB.with  theej.  o^ot 
l&s  purpose  was  defeated  by  the  N^ortnern  KSi^^^ 


But  say  your  pleasure,  so  it  be  shortly  spoken — 1 
am  on  the  King's  errand/'  ,  .^  ^ 

"  Mine  touches  King  Richard  yet  more  nearlvi^^ 
answered  Sir  Kenneth ;  "  1  bring  hira^  1  trait 
health." 

The  Lord  of  Gilsland  measured  the  Scot  with 
incredulous  eyes,  and  replied,  *^  Thou  art  no  leech, 
I  think.  Sir  Scot — I  had  as  soon  thought  of  your 
bringing  the  King  of  England  wealth." 

Sir  Kenneth,  though  displeased  with  the  uiann^f 
of  the  baron^s  reply,  answered  calmly  ;  "  Health 
to  Richard  is  glory  and  wealth  to  Christendom. — 
But  my  time  presses ;  I  pray  you,  may  I  see  the 
King  r 

«'  Surely  not,  fiiir  sir/'  Nud  |he  baron,  ^  until 
your  errand  be  to^  more  mstinctly.    The  tick 
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idNuii||MBr8  of  jiri^f;e8  o|)eii  i|of  to  al|  who  en(|iiire, 
Ae «  noithem  hostelrj^.'  si    .o- 

^^y  lord^"  faid  Kenneth,  <«  the  cro^s  whicjl  t 
w«ur  in  Common  wit)^  jjonrfetf,  and  the  importance. 
«li^^  ^  tell».  iniist^  for  the  prefent,  cauM^ 

m%  to  pai»  over  a  iij^i^ip^whic^  else  I  were.iin|ip(. 
to' endive.  '3(p,  plaii^  L^nj^uage,  then,  I  hri^  with 
me  a  Moorish  physician^  who  i^derta](|W  to  work 
1  enre  on  King  Richard.'* 

jj"  A^Moons]^  physicii^il^^ffd^  pp  Vaux  i  «  and 
wfia  will  wwwt  t^t|(^  briBifs^iiotppisoni  instead, 
4ijf'jemeiBttji^*|^ 

'^<  Hm  QwiBf'tjfy  my  Iq]^— his.  heady  which  ho 

''^ X^are  tpo^  ^^T  ^.  i^^lBolnte  mffiaQt'^  said. 
iScll  VMtX|  ]  ^^  who  ydaed  hif  own  life  as  little  a^  \% 
^esetr^^,  and  woul^  ^rpoR  (^  t^e  gallows  as  m^ frily 
ja  i]f  t^e  hangmai^  wei^  his  partner  in  a  dance.",  ,.^ 
<<]&at'ibii8'it  is,  my  lord/'  replied, the  Sco]!;^ 
^'  Saladin,  to  whom  none  will  deny  the  credit  of  a 
generous  and  valiant  enemy,  hath  sent  this  leecb. 
hither  with  an  honourable  retinue  and  guard,  be- 
fijting  the  high  estimation  in  which  Ei  Hakim*  is 
hdd  by  the  Soldan,  and  with  fruits  and  refresh- 
ments for  the  King's  private  chamber,  and  such 
message  as  may  pass  betwixt  honourable  enemies,, 
praying  him  to  be  recovered  of  liis  fever,  that  he 
may  be  the  fitter  to  receive  a  visit  from  the  Soldan, 
with  his  naked  scimitar  in  his  hand,  and  an  hun* 
dred  thousand  cavaliers  at  his  back.  Will  it  please^ 
yoa,  who  are  of  the  King*s  secret  council,  to  cai^^^^ 
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•omf  ei^r  l^keaiM  to  tb^tBBBfimmwblhBimKmi 

MMv^y  m  ft  oiie  «be»  hHiiiulk.woulAMlJiteit 

ttf^iJ^IPIRiatfr  reyHpd^to  gtmtty  >^/<raaMi  te 
gsamiitae,  with  i^iioiir>iifi^-ittdnfifvMuie/^t3:«^^ 

Jwkl^Uf^,  I  craTe  of  yom  Sir  KMgi<sii>fciy<ti 
.hjnipmi  wywigBieA  ift  tliii  jfcflhir  y  ^*  jiose  «f:n 
<<  I  have  been  absent  on  a  pilgnnagei  iMKiii 
MHM^'HAiA^"  n^^^Shi  KeoHiK^  fluid  a 
m^mm/^  ><»#4iidnig»  <pw»rda  tlan^baty-  Iwterflntf 
Anfa4dy*.  ,  •  :'  .  ^,'.^'.  '^*  .' .V  .-.i  .K^iirB^iit 
^    'VJ4ir  lAOt^:«riariiflfead^^ 

^  f'  H^m^jaotM^ny  ioid^*'  aauviMl  ti^firfcifti 
r,  y;J  aw  of  tto.aafrfffc  oongag/^  .IkigbadtniaiBi 

reign«  I  was  dispatched  bf  ifebe  OeowaiClQtiwBiurf 
1)1^  Mm^  fmmiff  9md^m9^9mm.  ItodarMCibacitmy 

§piap4k*'^M  .  -.--  >-     '^  '"'■'  ('' »*  t5'i  '^*-  -  *f  ti«^ 
.*  .^liH^Iifil^'st.lhMir-  tnd'ilM<pr«MlfBaiDMli 

princes  as  tbou  may'st  be,  no  leecb  shall  i^proach 
the  sick-bed  9£Bic)Mi|rdof  J^Sai^aaiL  TfitiuHit  the  co» 
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H^wtm  tonuDg  laltilf  «wttf,  mhtm  i|ii«  HSktol, 
i  WA4I  giMid  MglM^  "t^ 
tffrae^  to  MhMr  <<  9«r  ^  j^»64 

PAS  mar  to  ^o«,  Ttomm  of  Otlfllaml,  t&fl»  i»  i  Itfci 

tajiptir  pnfl  TiiMwrhitliiTFJ  t»  WM|>iArdW^m#  teni 

fliilMiwJii?Hiiliiniwi| d»^  ypti^rtwlo  ^tm, %liftt  i 
«wMirmtHndiiyM;he  iiMMitny  tiliiMr^MMl4tfr  ]^ 

4iii%  A^  ke  M  yai  exlnbitied^ "«  TeM  iM^'HKr 
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4ia8  disabled  the  principal  limb  of  our  ho|fy,||^({||^ 
prise.  ^Iu8je^i^,,j(bi9  £4  JEf4|iQ>,haj^  q^jHimd 
n^^edies  tq  hjfn  not  two  ho^rt.  ^ipcie^  jip^.fl^l^^My^ 
Jie  bathfaUen  into  a  refresjjbipg  «^ep^  ,T)i4^fir|% 
eure  the  disorder,  which,  has  prqved  pp  fati4»  'aPIt^ 
thing,  doubt  ^1iIat  KMb>be>  IHIuryoif  po^dtfj^  ip^ 
I  think,  warranted. >x>^jpis8ic^»,,£ro9^,tl|(f^y4^ 
Soldaut  ?i;ho  l»  tcu^beart^  >^  loy^^^^bj^j^afl^ 
l^lii^ded  infidel  n\ay  ,^  cfdlct4  sp^ ;  ^d»  Pl^}^  $(TPP^ 
nai  suoce^s,  thp,cftrt^y  of  t:^w^4  >R  ^»fp jgf^iflf^i^ 
cQeding,an4  pu9isa^mepMQp^.<>f  JplW^t^^ 
DMiy  be ^  suffcif iM; |3WW^«,r  , . ,    ; ,  r.       .mo  iid» 

The  EngJiMvnan  lifiteii^  .wjj;h,4p|rqcaft^l^j^ 
as  pne  ^h^  4oubted»  gret  wm  npt  i^nwi)li||g,|^  ^^ 
ceire  convict|Qn«  At  l^»g|ib  he  jc^l^pd.  ^.^,iw4tr 
«  May  I  see  your  side  squire,  fair  siu?';^  ^  i^,  uPu*^ 

The  Scottish  ^ight  b^if^ted  iipd  colQiip^^|[6l 
answeried  at  ^stp  '<  ^illif^^  my  jl^i^cf  j^4l^ 
bf^t  you  must  remember^  wh^  ypo^a^  ^KiPf^ 
q^lSttrtery  tbat  ^he  nobles  av^d  Ji«i|g^  ^  ^^fi^ftMlflfc 
feed  npt  so  high*  deiep  not  up.  uptt,^  ^x4  ca^  ^^ifyf^ 
the  magnificenoe  of  l(Kl(pP2Cfnt|;vfbi^x^'{MPppe;i^ 
their  southern  neighbours.  l,m[po(n^ J^^^fftft^i 
my.X^ord  of  fiiW^'^  J|ft,i>^<|j^^y^^^^ 
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wunst  the  ni^M^^twrnyi^^^^  sni 

^SUpiWiTilU^  nbme  of  these 

^M^»^e^%f %^98^t»ml'^er^,  %e  had  to6^ 
iBficirmr^^W^*yp6^ah1io^^e^^^^  moitifi: 
ailfiff  ^iTK^W&t&^fdlitf^^  to  makd 

liiiMib'^8itt^1ifSib1iii¥>Hi<^  W011I4  gladly  haV6 

^iSUHkffi  'fo^^ft^l^j' t>r{he  Crbssr  lie  «aH 
^<^^y&^'Wi>iinf Vendo^^,  or  oflaxuHonk 
JEBftAl^t^Morfi^l^fl  pressnti^  forward  to  the  con- 
qltftJoi^A^'Holf'CSfy:  '  F^re  as  hard  as  we  may, 
W^  slfa^W  l^'UVtbr^  Aab  the  hobt  of  martyrs  and 
kmiiWyfmi\mii^roA-t}iesi  dc^nes  hefo^  us,' 
4>l^fifi)dlol^'l^>^iiia^vergi'ekipatmlu"  ^ 
''11fil'4&'4hy'lio^  ^^phorTcai  speedi  which 
THAiteWCnUlAfid^was''ever  knoWti  to  ntt^r,  th« 
iMyi;'pbHHi|ik(a^  will  sometimes  V^pen),  that  ft 
did  not  entirely  express  his  oWn  sentiments,  bein^ 
sdidte#Uft  alBVer  of  gcidd  clieer  and  splendid  ac- 
cbAiBAKMiSiii.  B^  this  "time  they  reached  the  pke^ 
^il'tte  V^^p^  4«^  th6  Kniji^ht  of  th6  Leopard  had 
Msnmed  bis  ahod^^ 

*'Ap^e^r»a(6e{/1tere  did  indeed  promise  no  breach 
of^'^'^'^fc'^f' mortfllcation,  to  which  ihe  Crasa- 
&^'  itij^rffib^' t<i  the  opinion  esqiressed  by  him  irf 
4/WaiSi(it  ^ili^rhlf  *&  iiiib|ect  tliemselves.  A  space  of 
gm/tUtfUi^  ^aghibaccbinmodate  perhaps  thirty 
tttti^ifi^raing  to'  the  Crusaders'  roles  of  castrau 
lAiMbL^iiHiai  paMy>acant— because,  in  ostenta- 
iaitf,^^inlj|^  had  demaiided[  ground  to  tlie  esu 
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ietit  of  Ms  origliial  retlii^ie-^partly  occS^i^ 
4e^  miserable  huts,  IttidCily  constructed 
jRtid  towered  with  palm  leav^.  lliese 
^eejmed  entirely  deserted,  and  sevefal  of  tte^ 
l^iHo^  The  centi*al  hut,  whSch  repre^li^'ttb 
piHrilion  Of  the  leader,  was  disfingu&he4  lij  In 
iWliUow-tttiled  peniioli,' placed  OB  the  jmiit^Slt\ 
4pear  iftott  which  Ui  Un^  folds  di>op^  in^tJitiSk 
to  the  g^^d,  as  if  ifickenin^  under  tlie  sco^d^w 
i^ays  of  the  Asiatic  sun.  But  no  passes  or  ^^^rlnNfli 
ilOt  OTCto  h  soUttiry^warderV^ras  pla^  hy  twl4iD§- 
kl^m  «f  febdal  power  ahd  knightly  degUe&  *  fJF^a 
i^utation  defesded  it  not  frooti  iniiiit^'it  H^^ 
Dthergnardl     '  •'' .  "     '*    "      ""'  ^•^'■'';;- 

"  Sir  Eennedi  oast  tL  kieMich<dy  look  ftrouiti  ^Sta^ 
lot,  tM^jAressiiig  his  feelings,  entei'ed  die  h^'^9&^ 
Idn^  a  sign  to  the  &r<ia  of  Gilslaiid'lio  folbW."^^ 
^Isd«eb8t  around  a  glanc^  of  exaniinatloi^  wHi^m- 
^olied  pityfiiDt  alt<^tfaer  unmi^igled  wk^  coat^|!l, 
f»  vbich,  perhhps.  It  is  as  n^tfriy  ^iftis^  It  is'wtl 
to  1^  to  lore.  He  then  stooped  his  lofty  cfr^ltM 
icniirhd  a  lo#]y  hut,  whi<^  his  bulky  IbrtH  fleeflfik 
idniostfetafciraytofill.  .     -        •  .•-^. 

'  Ilieinte^or  6f  the  fiut^'was  ohidty  6<^npi^1^ 
two  beds.  One  was  empty,  but  consposied  df^«(^ 
looted!'  learei,  and  bpre^d  with  an  kntelo^^s  "^^ 
Ht  setoied,  fh)m  th«  artiii^s  V)f  Id^our  Md  MnS^ 
'U,;aiidfrol»  «  anoMx^t^mt^  earefWRy  and  r^^ 
tentially  "disposed  at  ^e  h^d,  to  b^  the  coiudi  of 
ihci  knight  hfanself«  '  The  other  c</ntaioed  the  ^ 
Valid,  of  wUnu  S^  Kettn'^th  tiad's^okei,  &  Bii^t^»(- 
built  and  'harsh-featu^^  ittafi,  tiait,  aa  ^'loSli 
hetokilliod,'d^  middle Hgd^m   'l^o^oel^'^ 
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jpyttjs  9f9t&Y  *¥w^  mfffieF%  aAd^it  -ym 
f;  t^  moriQicooi^ly  ganoents^kf  the  latte^ 
|r^i>e;^wtiich  the  knights  showed  die|ii<) 
pfcSEio 0Qeasioi)s,<a;|id  the  other  litt^  spare 
fjl^^of  ^r<»»  «nd  ador^roenty  had  'been  iipplied 
jir)^^meA  tatihf  accommodatiqn  of  his  stck 
i^|us.  IbT  an  outward  'part  of  the  hut,  whiel 
^^^^  wfthin  the  ran^e^of  the  English  Baron's 
Mb  a  biy^  rudely  attired  with  huskins  of  deer^n 
w^  a  ]bkie  cap  or  bonnet,  and  a  cfouble^  whose 
wpml  Bfi^  was  mneh  tamishf^d^  sat  on  his  ^ees 
t«A  amt^rng'-disk  fflled  with  charcoal^  coojkW  op^ 
^at^  ^iron  the  cakep  of  barley-bread»  whim  wer0 
raen^axid  s^  are,  a  favourite  f^od  with  the  Scot^ 
^  j^Pl^*  :.  ^^,^  ^  antelope  was  sH6|>onded 
tninst^onp  of  the.  main  props  of  the  hut,  nor  was 
^aiffi<^]It  to  loiow  how  it  had  been  procnred  |  for 
almje'stitt;  greyhoundy  nobler  in  size  and  appear* 
jm<»B|EuaLn  ^ose  even  which  guarded  King  Richard's 
^»-fe^,  tay  eyeing  die  j^rocess  of  baking  the  cake, 
^eaagacif^iis  anlnaal,  on  their  fir^  entrance,  utter- 
^a^stmed  growl,  which  sounded  from  his  deep 
raest  like  distsmt  thunder/  But  he  saw  his  master, 
ud  acknowledged  his  presence  by  wagging  his  tail 
wd.cc^c^  head,  abstaining  from  more  t^' 

iipndUqW  oi^  noisy  greeting,  as  if  his  noble  instin^ 
m^|a^ht  U  propriety  of  silence  in  a  side 

.S^Y^an^er. 

I  ^^ide  .^e  conchy  sat  on  a  cushion,  also  com- 
pps^^^skins,  die  Moorish  physician  of  whom  Sir 
Ki^eih  had  spoken,  cross-l^ged,  ai%er  the  ^Eas^ 
Jrn^nushtOn.  The  impeifect  light  showed  littJe  ^f 
^im .  save  thkt  the  tower  part  of  his  face  was  «over- 
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hit  limst^-that  luftmMia^iugh'ft^fe^^ 

f(^«iIil>l»dindrtMdl  «dkid^tli«  dafrfareid^ii^^ltfit^ti 
a  tdft  of  nfari^mial'awe  ^'Mr,  noUi^UibfMiidll^l^tifl^ 
Iress  and  porerty,  firmly  endare^^irtfed^oUlft^ilMU 

lh€itpfiCTdidftn«dkW»fww»yi^fi|^ 

^WB.  KotMbg^  wiii»  ifer  «  «biB,  Ildafd^,-^ta9  itt 
hcMFy^Mid  k^galiP  fciwiill>^igt>  oflfctf^itt^i^of^^ 

'>^*  HeJiatbaot^deptibr  six  ftlgfatH  btfftnro^'^PilM 
SirKaoiiel^ i^tml  atn  ttnuled^tf  dM^^y^di^lMl 

^  KoUe  8co^"'  laid  Thwfi«»  d#  Y^xr,  gfndplMf 
tire  fifcoailtiak  lniigiit%  tiand^^  with  «>  pt«M(tti«i^l^ 
bad  more  of  cordiality  than  he  permitted  his  wiffii 
tfotmUBOff  V  thisgcHtr  iDaBt%erann!iid«d--»^1^il  e^iire 
ishot  too  eiral  fed  and  Iboked  to.*'       '  itmoo 

In  the  latter  ptat  of  this  speeiih,  h^  natia4dNr 
vmtA  his  Tokse  to  its  nsnal  dfedded  tone.  "TfaV 
sick  man  was  disturbed  in  his  Ylnmbers.  '  ^-'^^* 

^  ^  My  master,"  bejcfrid,  mnrmadng  as  in  a  dvUm, 
%mMi  Sir  K^mietb^tasie  not,  to  voa^ft«'t<^ib^ 
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inir^f^if<mdi't#^ittAi«ifk4i  i^dilai^higtjdie^iMid 

calls  from  the  minaret ^^  einehiiig  ipnfyvr  in  ^tm 
IIMqtt%^«lA  lihfk  vttdisltofbed  mitilr^tlien^  f  pro- 
«j|3^(jO0if  tMi  4ain0  JSrmkbh  flbWer  gUi  be^Uc^ 
without  prejodice  to  his  health,  to  hold  Sdmil«  Mai 
if»ffq«K«9 yAtkfomoiotmvfimMitm  on  <rhidi  «lther, 
«iAl^08|Mffiidyi]r|h(Ujma0t^  <•  fuittoii 

»ifF|^bmgiteb^ir0fiti9d^'l«fio^  anthoritalivar 
eommands  of  the  lioei^brwha  awined  fidly  to  eoh» 
M^lwiidiTtlMI  i0)fkWitoiK0.of,th^  Eaaterii  proverb, 
v^th^mdiiiAim9k(Bt.oith»  patimit  is  the  laa^- 

vfliB^f  pwWdrandtirowained  sta^diof  together 
^itfi%^e»itiQ^  ti«e,bjat^6ii:^K#Miefth,f!mth  the  air 
nf  ene  who  expected  his  visitor  to  saj  ferewell— » 
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•^d^De  Ya^(X»  M  if  lm.1iad>oQiet|tpg  ^^  J|««)M 
whiQh.preveiite4  Um.Cfom  doing  80»  Tbe  Ii0ip4 
how^jfify  bad.  pr«?^  99t  of  thc»  tent  itiftor  Hbem^ 
«nd,  noiRr.idM-ii9l!  iii»  Jong  .rougji  ^coontevia^Qe  iai* 
ij^  haad  of  tiis  ^iuisle«^  as*  if  modeidy-  arikitav 
(foiQcyniark.  6f.i^i$,  k^dnesa,  £fe  had  nor  9omm 
iffic^Yfdd  %}^e  aolipfd  ^rliicii  he  desired^  nt  ite  shape 
i^  a.khid  ir0^d  and  slight  oareasr  than*  4iag«K  Is 
fi^hopivledg^  his  gyadtade,  and  joy  fbr  faia  jnaslsr^ 
tetarm  he  flew jiff  at  fuU  apeed*  galloptug  '^  ^ 
taaeetr^  and  with.oirtatretched  laul»  here  and  diefa, 
aboat  and  around,  crosaways  andeadloiigyjthroai^ 
the  decayed  huts*  and  the  esplanade  we  (hare  de« 
iBcribed,  but  uerer  transgcesshig  those  preoincts 
yhioh  his  sagacity  faieir  were  protected  }ff  his 
iQaater's  peauon*  After  a  fe^  gambols  of  thk  ki94> 
i^e  dog,. coming  close  up  to  his  inaster,  laid  at  once 
laside  his  frolicsome. mood»  relapsed  into  hia  usoil 
^^rity  and  alowness.of  gesture  and  daportniflBt 
and  looked  as  if .  he  were  ashamed  that  any  thiiy 
ahonld  have  moved  him  to  depart  so  £Eur  ,<Mit  o£  \m 
fober  self-controU  .    ' 

Qoth  knights  looked  on  with  pleasure.:  fbf  ^ 
i^enneth  was  justly  proud  of  hit  noble  hound*  aad 
the  narth^m  English  baron  was  of  couive  an4|d 
'llijr^r  o^the  chase,  and  a^  judge  of  the  animaTf 
merits.  :  . 

«  A  right  able  dog/'  he  said ;  «  I  thi;ikr  fair  ^ 
Kmg  Richard  hatl^  not  an  aian  which  may^matd 
him,  if  he  be  as.  stanch  as  he  is  swifts  ^f^t.lat  P» 
pray  you-— ep^aking  in  all  honour  and  kindmssa-^ 
have  you  not  heard  the  proclamation,  th^  no  oai^ 
under  the  tank  of  earl^  shall  keep  hunting  dpgt 
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Mflfar'Ki^^VH^ffav *l6tttnp,  wlukout  tad  foyiA 

IMA  W^ifP^P^i^^ite  Master  V>f  the  Horse/* 
*^JKMef  ^to*^  W*fiti^  «<»rii8h  kMghC«aW 
Wttil^,  ^IJeiif^:  '  '*V6r  ihi  ^i^sent  I  fo\lo^  thci 
Wnai^  tf< l^Iittkt,  btflrrkii^ot  yemeitiW  thsct  t 
liSft^d^  ^^^ct%4  my9^  to  A^  fomt-ldwB  df 
flaBHf%#(ili  Dcf^lrftre  f  ttich  respedttbr  them  ki 
%l^ftFM3}iAj^iiA«f  tSry^^d^^  the  tnitop^ 

MujQb  ^B^ wtiiii')  iny ^ot  is  in  tnc^  stirrap  &s  soon  as 
dS^il4l6fo'^dari^  fo^  1%e  cteu^ge,  mr  lance  1i$8 
itai'ffftrb^^^die  last  MA  In  the  i^st.  Butfoflnj^ 
lt4Ai'6Plftferty'orolS!dl^^ss,  llingHiciiardliasWo 
«EI*'W*af'itff  rect^tlonr  ^  -^ 

"^  JJet^Wlf^less,'*  iaid  De  Vanx,  ^  it  is  a  foJiy  to 
dlMMf^  King's  of dinance-^o,  with  your  good 
hlia^^l^y'is  having  authority  in  that  matter,  wffl 
l«WPyttti  ft'^tection  for  my  friend  here.** 
-'"A^I^^BJtok  yk^r  said  the  Scot,  coldly  J  «  hut  fe 
nyWfify  Ufotted  quarters,  and  wtthin  these  I  citi 
|»l)^«Ba4iy8eff.-^And  yet,"  he  Md;  suddenly 
changing  his  manner,  <'  this  is  but  a  C(Ad  return 
Kt  it'^elKhiea^  kindness.  ^  I  thank  you,  my  lord, 
llUfct%8kftily.  The  King's  Equerries;  or  prickeCS, 
iAf^  fin)}' Itd^Wal  at  disadvantage,  and  do  hfm 
lirtrWjn4*Jr',  trhich  7 'should  not,  perfafaps,  be  sloW 
b  returning^  and  so  ill  might  come  of  it. '  You 
fiflfV^dieen  so  much  o^my  housekeeping,  my  lord;" 
A^Hdidid  ^ith  a  smile,  ^<  that  I  need  not  shame  & 
tUtf  tt^9t>s wal  is  our  princi{)al  purveyor ;  and  well 
ff[^^Btt  Lion  Richard  win  not  be  like  the'liom 
ftf ttild^M&lM;r^lfcbfo;  that  Went  abunthig,  aUdke^t 
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wimW  gni^  4-p«9r.  ^q|l#inam,  wbQ^{«dliiv««  \m 

i^Qrft  e8pe<3Mtty  wfaw^th«r  gigd  is  luifd*fiHM|gh  i» 
come  by."  .:  i..  "•  *  ^        •  *.  ♦»  ;» 

<<  By  my  hhh,  yoo  do  the  King  no  loore  than 
jo8tiee-*-and  yet,"  md  the  bfutiQ,  <<  there  19  some^ 
thing  in  these  words,  vert  and  reuison,  that  torm 
the  very  brains  of  oar  Norman  princes." 

«  We  have  heard  of  late/'  said  the  Sooti  *<  by 
minstrels  and  pilgrims,  that  your  ontUwod  yeomen 
hare  formed  great  bands  in  the  shires  of  York  sii4 
Nottmgham,  having  at  their  head  a  most  stout 
archer,  called  Robin  Hood,  with  his  lieutenant, 
Little  John.  Methinks  it  were  better  that  Richard  « 
rdaxed  his  forest*oode  in  England,  than  endeafoor 
ed  to  enforce  it  in  the  Holy  liand." 

''  Wild  work.  Sir  Kenneth,*'  relied  De  Vaiud 
shrugging  his  shoulders,  as  one  who  would  avoid 
a  perilous  or  unpleasing  topic — **  a  mad  worid,  sir* 
— I  must  now  bid  you  adieu,  having  presently  to 
return  to  the  King's  pavilion.  At  vespers,  I  will 
again,  with  your  leave,  visit  your  quarters,  and 
speak  with  this  same  infidel  physician.  I  would* 
in  the  meantime^  were  it  no  offence,  willingly  send 
you  what  would  somewhat  mend  your  cheer." 

<«  I  thank  you,  sir,'^  said  Sir  Kenneth,  ^'  but  it 
needs  not ;  Roswal  hath  already  stocked  my  larder 
for  two  weeks,  since  the  sun  of  Palestine,  if  it 
brings  diseases,  serves  also  to  dry  venison." 

The  two  warriors  parted  much  better  friendi 
than  they  had  met ;  but  ere  they  separated,  Tbo- 
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M^eYaftw  Mfbimed  bimself  at  hnore  kaigth  ^ 
tk*di«miMCaiiee8  aMendnig  t^e  BHMkm  of  Um  Sam*' 
empligrtnoiaiiy  nd  reoevred  from  the  ScoMith  ktiigbl 
tke  imdeDtiiiit  which  he  had  brought  to  *  King- 
Richard  on  the  part  of  Saladin. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

A  wise  physician,  8kill*d  our  wounds  to  heal, 
U  mure  than  armies  to  the  common  weaL 

Pofk's  Ihmd. 

**  This  is  a  strange  tale,  Sir  Thomas,"  said  th« 
sick  monarch,  when  he  had  heard  the  report  of 
the  trusty  Baron  of  Gilsland ;  <<  art  thou  snre  this 
Scottish  man  is  a  tall  man  and  true  ?** 

"  I  cannot  say,  my  lord,"  replied  the  jealous  Bor- 
derer ;  *<  I  live  a  little  too  near  the  Scots  to  gather 
much  truth  among  them,  having  found  them  ever 
fair  and  false.  But  this  man's  bearing  is  that  of  a 
true  man,  were  he  a  devil  as  well  as  a  Scot — that 
I  must  needs  say  for  him  in  conscience." 

"  And  for  his  carriage  as  a  knight,  how  say*8t 
thou,  De  Vaux  ?"  demanded  the  King. 

<<  It  is  your  Majesty's  business  more  than  mine 
to  note  men*s  bearings ;  and  I  warrant  you  have 
noted  the  manner  in  which  this  man  of  the  Leo- 
pard hath  borne  himself.  He  hath  been  well  spoken 
of." 

«  And  justly,  Thomas,"  said  the  King.  "  We 
have  ourselves  witnessed  him.  It  is  indeed  our 
purpose  in  placing  ourselves  ever  in  the  front  ot 
battle,  to  see  how  our  liegemen  and  followers  acquit 
themselves,  and  not  from  a  desire  to  accumulate 
vain«flor}  to  ourselves,  as  some  have  supposed 
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We  know  the  vanity  of,  the  pndse.of  iMim»  which 
18  bat  a  vapour,  and  buckle  on  our^antioiir.for  other 
pnrpofles  than  to  win  it." 

De  Vanx  was  alarmed  when  1^  heard  the  King 
make  a  declaration  so  inconsistent  with  his  nature, 
nod  believed  at  first  that  no^hinj^  short  of  the  ap- 
proach of  death  could  have  brought  him  to  speak  in 
depreciating  terms  of  military  renown,  w:hidi  was 
the  v^  breath  of  his  nostrils.  But  recollecting 
he  had  met  the  royal  confessor  in  the  outer  pavi- 
lion, he  was  shrewd  enough  to  place  this  temporary 
ttlf-abaseroent  to  the  effect  of  the  reverend. man V 
lesion,  and  suffered  the  King  to  proceed  without 
reply.  '         "* 

<<  Yes,"  continw^d  Richard,  <<  I  have  indeed 
narked  tlie  manner  in  which  this  knighl^  does  ^ 
devoir.  My  leading-staff  were  not  worth  a  fboTii 
taoble,  had  he  escaped  my  notice — and  lie  had  ere 
MW  tasted  of  out  bounty,  but  that  I  have  9M6 
marked  his  overweening  and  audadous  presump- 
tien."        .  ^  . 

"  My  liege^"  said  the  Bwoa  of  GiMmid,  bbser^ 
viiig  tfa«  King's  oountenattce  diange,  **  I  fear  I  have 
transgressed  your  pleasure  in  lending  some  comt- 
tenaice  to  his  transgression.'' 

/^  How,  De  Multon,  thou?"  said  the  King,  con^ 
tracting  his  brows,  and  speaking  in  a  tone  of  angry  * 
iiilprise,-'-^  Thou  countenance  his  insolenee?— -It 
eitnndt  be.*^:         * 

h  **  Nay,*y#ur  Mi^esty  will  pardon  me  to  remind: 
M|l.^diat  I  have  by  mme-office  right  to  grant  H-' 
hsj^fl^lBimen'of  gentle  bloody  to  keep  them  a  faoiind 
sr  t«Pii«w4thki  camp,  just  to;<sl|erish' the  nobb  art  of 
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renerie ;  and  beiides^  it  were  a  rin  to  hare  maim* 
ed  or  iianned  a  tkiag  so  noUe  as  thn  gentteman's 
dog." 
<f  Has  lie  then  a  dog  so  bandiome  ?**  said  the 

'*  A  most  perfect  creature  of  Heaven,*^  ^id  thd 
baroU)  who  wa^  anetitKusiast  in  field-i^portd — **  of 
the  noblest  Northeln  breedi^-^eep  in  the  chest, 
fjtjrong  in  the  stem,  black  colour,  aild  btindled  oil 
the  bl'oast  and  legis,  not  spotted  With  white,  but  just 
shaded  into  grey-^Hitir^ngth  to  pull  down  a  bidl — 
swiftness  to  cote  an  antelope/* 

The  King  langhed  at  his  enthusiasm.  «<  WeQ, 
thou  hast  given  him  leave  to  keep  the  hound,  sO 
Uiej^e  b  an  end  of  it.  Be  not,  however,  liberal  of 
yasar  lifieases  among  tliose  faiights  adventure^  who 
have  no  prince  or  leadet*  to  depend  upon — they  are 
upgdvemable,  and  leave  iko  gataie  in  Pale8tine.r- 
But  to  this  pieoe  of  learned  heathenesse — say^st 
tl|on  the  Soot  met  huH  in  the  desert  P" 

,*<  No,  my  liege,  the  Scot's  tale  runs  thus : — He 
was  dispatehed  to  the  old  hermit  of  Engaddi,  of 
whom  men  talk  So  mdch*''^^--^ 

<<  'Sdeatii  and  hell  V*  said  Ridkard,  StaHing  up 
"  By  whom  dispatched,  atid  f6t  what  ?  Who  dared 
send  any  one  thither,  wheti  Our  Queen  was  ita  the 
Convent  &£  Engaddi,  upon  het  piljjHmage  for  our 
recovery  ?'* 

<<  The  Council  of  the  Crusade  sent  him,  ikiy  lord,** 
answered  the  Baron  do  Vtwc  \  <<  fbr  what  purpose, 
he  declined  to  aceoont  to  ttie.  t  think  it  is  scarce 
known  in  ^le  camp  that  your  royid  consort  is  on  a 
pi]fviniage--*aQd  even  the  pHnces  may  not  have 
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been  aware,  as  the  Oaeeti  has  heen  teqnestered 
from  oompatiy  since  your  lore  pi^hibhed  her  aifond- 
ance  in  case  of  infection.*' 

«  Well,  it  shall  be  looked  ikito,"  said  Ilichaird.--^ 
«  ^  this  Scottish  man,  this  envoy,  met  with  a  wAn* 
Aeting  physiciali  at  the  grotto  of  Engaddi-^ha  ?** 

«  Not  so,  my  liege,"  replied  De  Vaox ;  «  but  he 
Met,  I  think,  near  that  place,  witli  a  Saracen  Emir 
with  whom  he  had  some  mti6e  m  the  way  of  proof 
^  Valoor,  and  finding  him  worthy  to  beat  brave 
Aien  odin|miiy,  tiiey  went  together,  as  errant  knights 
sre  wottt,  to  the  grotto  of  EngaddL" 

Here  de  Vanx  stopped,  for  he  was  not  ene  of 
those  who  can  teU  a  long  story  in  a  sentence. 

«  And  <^d  they  there  meet  the  physician  ?"  de- 
Aianded  the  King^  impatiently. 

«  No,  my  liege,*'  lei^ied  De  Vaux  t  "  but  the 
Saracen,  learning  your  Majesty's  grierons  illness, 
sadertook  that  Sakdin  shonld  send  his  own  phy- 
ndan  to  yon,  and  with  many  asstirattces  of  his  emi- 
aent  skill  $  and  he  came  to  the  grotto  accordingly, 
Sfter  the  Scottish  knight  had  tarried  a  day  for  him 
Snd  more.  He  is  attended  as  if  he  were  a  prince, 
with  drums  and  atabals,  and  servants  on  horse  and 
foot,  and  brings  with  him  letters  of  credence  from 
Sabd'm." 

"  Have  they  been  examined  by  Oiacomo  Lore- 
dani?" 

^  I  showed  them  to  the  interpreter  ere  bringing 
them  hither,  and  behold  their  contents  in  English.*' 

Richard  took  a  scroll,  in  which  were  inscribed 
these  words : — <'  The  blessing  of  Allah  and  his 
Prophet  Mahommed,  [<<  Out  updnllie  hound  I**  said 
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Richard,  gpitting  in  contempt,  by  way  of  interjec'^ 
tion ;]  Saladin,  king  of  kings,  Soldan  of  Egypt 
and  of  Syria,  the  light  and  refuge  of  the  earth,  to 
the  great  Melech  Ric,  Richard  of  England,  greet- 
ing. Whereas,  we  have  been  informed  that  the 
hand  of  sickness  hath  been  heavy  upon  thee,  our 
royal  brother,  and  that  thou  hast* with  thee  only 
such  Nazarene  and  Jewish  mediciners,  as  work  with- 
out the  blessing  of  AUah  and  our  holy  Prophet, 
['<  Confusion  on  his  head  I"  again  muttered  the 
English  monarch,]  we  have  therefore  sent  to  tend 
and  wait  upon  thee  at  this  time,  the  physician  to  oar 
own  person,  Adonbec  el  Hakim,  before  whose  face 
the  angel  Azrael*  spreads  his  wings,  and  departs 
from  the  sick  chamber ;  who  knows  the  virtues  of 
herbs  and  stones,  the  path  of  the  sun,  moon,  and 
stars,  atid  can  save  man  from  all  that  is  not  written 
on  his  forehead.  And  this  we  do,  praying  you 
heartily  to  honour  and  make  use  of  his  skill ;  not 
only  that  we  may  do  service  to  thy  worth  and 
valour,  which  is  the  glory  of  all  the  nations  of 
Frangistan,  but  that  we  may  bring  the  controversy 
which  is  at  present  between  us  to  an  end,  either  by 
honourable  agreement,  or  by  open  trial  thereof  with 
our  weapons,  in  a  fair  field ;  seeing  that  it  neither 
becomes  thy  place  and  courage,  to  die  the  death  of 
a  slave  who  hath  been  overwrought  by  his  task- 
master, nor  befits  it  our  fame  that  a  brave  adversary 
be  snatched  from  our  weapon  by  such  f  disease. 
And,  therefore,  may  the  holy'*— 
«<  Hold,  hold,"  said  Richard,  <«  I  will  have  no 

•  The  Angel  of  Death. 
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BKve  of  his  dog  of  a  Prophet  I  It  makes  mo  tick  l# 
think  the  valiant  and  worthy  SoUan  should  beliere 
ID  a  dead  dog.^ — Yes,  I  will  see  his  physieian.  I 
will  put  myself  into  the  charge  of  thisi  Hakim — •! 
viU  repay  the  nohle  Soldan  his  generosity^*-!  will 
meet  Saladin  in  the  field,  as  he  so  worthily  pro^ 
poses,  and  he  shall  have  no  caose  to  term  Richar4 
of  England  nngratefbl.  I  will  strike  him  to  tha 
esrth  with  my  hattle*axe — I  will  convert  him  to 
Holy  Church  with  such  blows  as  he  has  rarely  en- 
dured— He  shall  recant  his  errors  before  my  goo4 
cross-handled  sword,  and  I  will  have  him  bi^Uaed 
in  the  battle-field,  from  my  own  helmet,  though  the 
deanring  waters  were  mixed  with  the  blood  of.  ns 
both. — Haste,  Do  Vaux,  why  dost  thou  delay  a 
conclusion  so  pleasing  ?  Fetch  the  Hakim  hither/* 

<<  My  lord,'*  said  the  baron,  who  perhaps  saw 
some  accession  of  fever  in  this  overflow  of  confi- 
dence,— *'  bethink  yon,  the  Soldan  is  a  pagan,  a|id 
that  you  are  his  most  formidable  enemy" , 

"  For  which  reason  he  is  the  more  bound  to  do 
me  service  in  this  matter,  lest  a  paltry  fever  ei^l 
the  quarrel  betwixt  two  such  kings.  I  tell  thee, 
he  loves  me  as  I  love  him — as  noble  adversaries 
ever  love  each  ether — ^by  my  honour,  it  were  sin  to 
doabt  his  good  faith  I'* 

"  Nevertheless,  my  lord,  it  were  well  to  wiut  the 
issue  of  these  medicines  upon  the  Scottish  squire," 
said  the  Lord  of  Gilsland ;  <*  my  own  life  depends 
upon  it,  for  worthy  were  I  to  die  like  a  dog,  did  I 
proceed  rashly  in  this  matter,  and  make  shipwreck 
of  the  weal  of  Christendom.** 
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'<  I  nevBT  knew  thee  befbre  hesitate  for  fear  ot 
Kfe/'  ibtd  Riehlurd,  upbraiding-ly. 

<<  Nor  woidd  I  now,  my  liege,**  replied  the  8t0nt* 
hearted  baron,  <"  save  that  yonrs  lies  at  pledge  ai 
well  as  my  own." 

<<  Well,  thou  SuspidOuS  mortal,**  answered  Rich- 
ard, **  begone  l^en,  and  watch  the  progress  of  this 
reniedy*  I  could  almost  wish  it  might  either  cnre 
or  kill  me»  for  I  am  Weary  of  lying  here  like  an  ox! 
dying  of  the  mairrain,  ndien  tambonrs  are  beating, 
horses  Stomping,  and  trumpets  sounding  without/' 

The  baMti  hastily  d^arted,  resolved,  however,  to 
oommutiieate  hk  ertwid  to  some  churchman,  as  he 
Mt  somediing  bnrdened  in  conscience  at  the  idea 
of  his  master  being  attended  by  an  unbelierof  . 

The  Aifchbishop  of  Tyre  was  the  first  to  whom 
he  confided  his  doubts,  knowing  his  interest  with 
his  master^  Richard,  who  both  loved  and  honoured 
that  sl^^ado^s  prelate.  The  bishop  heard  the  doubts 
which  De  Vaux  stated,  with  that  acuteness  Of  in- 
ti^ligenee  whi^h  distinguishes  the  Roman  Catholic 
dergy.  The  ireligiOus  scruples  of  DeVaux  he  treat- 
ed with  as  much  lightness  ab  propriety  permitted 
him  to  exhibit  on  such  a  subject  to  a  layman. 

«  Mediciners,*'  he  said, « like  the  medicines  which 
they  employed,  were  often  useful,  though  the  one 
wei'e  by  birth  W  manners  the  vilest  of  humanity, 
as  the  others  are,  in  matiy  cases,  extracted  from  the 
basest  materials.  Men  may  use  the  assistance  of 
pagans  and  infidels,'*  he  contiiiued,  **  iii  their  need, 
and  there  is  reason  to  think,  that  one  cause  of  their 
being  permitted  to  remain  on  earth,  b  that  they 
might  minister  to  the  convenience  of  true  Chris- 
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tiam^— Thus,  we  lawfiilly  make  glares  of  heathen 
eapdyes^— Agaitt,"  proceeded  the  prelate,  **  there 
ii  no  doubt  that  the  pritnitive  Christians  nsed  the 
iwrioee  of  the  nneonverMd  heathen — ^thns,  in  the 
ship  of  Alexandria,  in  which  the  blessed  Apostle 
Pftid  sailed  to  Itaty,  the  sailors  were  donbtless 
ptjpaAS ;  yet  what  said  the  holy  saint  when  their 
taiaistry  Was  needfiil*^<  Nisi  hi  in  navi  manserinif 
tot  sahi^figri  non  paiesti»-^\Jv\ea»  these  men  abide 
IB  Uw  dbip,  ye  eannot  be  saved/  Again,  Jews  are 
ii^dels  to  Christianity,  as  well  as  Mahommedans. 
Bat  diere  are  few  physicians  in  the  camp  e^cept- 
hig  Jews,  and  Aidi  are  employed  irithont  scandal 
#r  scrapie.  Thensftore,  Mahommedans  may  be  used 
ibr  ^eir  service  in  that  capacity — qttod  erat  de^non- 

This  reasoning  entirely  removed  the  scruples  of 
Thotnto  de  Vanx,  who  was  particularly  moved  by 
die  Latin  quotation,  as  he  did  not  understand  a 
Word  <^  it. 

Bat  the  bishop  proceeded  with  far  less  fluency, 
irhen  h*  oonstd^red  the  posdbility  of  the  Saracen's 
acting  with  bad  i^ith  \  imd  here  he  came  not  to  a 
speedy  decision.  The  baron  showed  him  the  letters 
of  erc^endd.  He  read  and  re-read  them,  and  com- 
pared the  original  with  the  translation. 

<*  It  is  a  dish  choicely  cooked,*'  he  said,  « to  the 
palate  of  King  Richard,  and  I  cannot  but  have  my 
Mupidons  of  the  wily  Saracen.  They  are  curious 
itt  the  art  of  poisons,  and  ean  so  temper  them  that 
tkey  shall  be  Weeks  b  acting  upon  the  party,  du- 
ring which  time  the  perpetrator  has  leisure  to  escape. 
They  can  impregnate  cloth  and  leather,  nay,  even 
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paper  and  parchment,  with  the  most  suhtle  ▼enon 
—Our  Lady  forgive  me  I — And  wherefore,  kDow< 
ing  this,  hold  I  these  letters  of  evedenoe  so  dose 
to  my  face  ? — Take  them,  Sir  Thomas,  take  then 
speedily." 

Here  he  g^ve  them  at  arm's^leng^.  and  witb 
^ome  appearance  of  haste,  to  the  haron.  <<  Bat 
come,,  my  Lord  De  Vaox,"  he  continued,  "  wend 
we  to  the  tent  of  this  sick  squire,  where  we  shaSl 
learn  whether  this  Hakim  hath  reidly  the  art  of 
curing  which  he  professeth,  ere  we  consider  whe-* 
ther  there  be  safety  in  permitting  him  toelKereise 
his  art  upon  King  Richard. — Yet,  hold  I  let  me 
first  take  my  pouncet-box,  for  these  fevers  spead 
like  an  infection.  I  would  advise  you  to  use  d#ied 
rosemary  steeped  in  Vinegar,  my  lord.  I»  too>  know 
something  of  the  healing  art.** 

<<  I  thank  your  reverend  lotdship,**  replied  Th^' 
mas  of  Gilsland;  <^  but  had  I  been  ao^sessibleiilir 
the  feyety  I  had  caught  it  long  suice  by  tfa^  becfr 
of  my  master."  .     .    -t 

The  Bishop  of  Tyre  blushed,  for  he  hafd  mtber 
avoided  the  presence  of  the  sick  mdnareh;  and  le^ 
bid  the  baron  lead  on.  <      *  i;^  - 

'  As  they  paused  before  the  wretdied  hut  kiHHiiitli 
Kenneth  of  the  Leopard  and  his  follower  j^ile^ 
the  bish<^  said  to  De  VauK,  <♦  Now^-of  ^strtly^ 
my  lord,  these  Scottish  knights  hare  we»si!t«ire>tiP 
then*  followers  than  we  of  onir>dog8*  Hei^  ita^ 
knight,  valiant  they  say  in  battl^^  and  'tliicKight' 
fitting  to  be  graced  with  charges  (^welighl^hFtiDie 
of  truce,  whose  esquire  of  the  body  is  lo%ed  w^no 
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than  in  the  worst  dogf-kennel  in  England.     What 
lay  yoii  of  yoor  neighbours  ?" 

^  That  a  master  doth  weU  enough  for  his  servantt 
when  he  lodgeth  him  in  no  worse  dwelling  than  his 
own,"  «ud  De  Vanx,  and  entered  the  hat. 

The  bishop  followed,  not  without  evident  relnc- 
tanoe ;  for  though  he  lacked  not  courage  in  some 
respects,  yet  it  was  tempered  with  a  strong  and 
IiTely  regard  for  his  own  safety.  He  recollected, 
however,  the  necessity  there  was  for  judging  per« 
tonally  of  the  skill  of  the  Arabian  physician,  and 
entered  the  hut  with  a  stateliness  of  manner,  cal- 
culated, as  he  thought,  to  impose  respect  on  the 
itranger. 

The  prelate  was,  indeed,  a  striking  and  com- 
manding figure.  In  his  youth  he  had  been  emi- 
nently handsome,  and,  even  in  age,  was  unwilling 
to  appear  less  so.  His  episcopal  dress  was  of  the 
richest  fashion,  trimmed  with  costly  fur,  and  sur- 
ronnded  by  a  cope  of  curious  needle-work.  The 
rings  on  his  fingers  were  worth  a  goodly  baron  y,^ 
and  the  hood  which  he  wore,  though  now  nhdasp- 
ed  and  thrown  back  for  heat,  had  studs  of  pure  gold 
to  £iisten  it  aronnd  his  throat  and  under  his  chin 
when  he  so  inclined.  His  long  beard,  now  silvered 
with  age,  descended  over  his  breast.  One  of  two 
yonthjPul  acolytes  who  attended  him,  created  an  ar- 
tificial shade,  peculiar  then  to  the  East,  by  bearing 
orer  his  head  an  umbrella  of  palmetto  leaves,  while 
the  other  refreshed  his  reverend  master  by  agita^ 
^g  a  ^  of  peacock-feathers. 

When  the  Bishop  of  Tyre  entered  the  hut  of 
the  Scottish  knight,  the  master  was  absent;  and 
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the  Moorittt  pky«ici|ui»  whem  he  had  eofoe  U^99^ 
gat  in  the  yery  posture  in  which  Pe  Vwm  had  leftB 
him  teyend  houn  before,  oro8a4egged..ap<MV«^tDuc 
made  of  twitted  learest  by  ^e  side  of  Ihe  pfi^^ent^ 
who  appeared  in  deep  dumber,  and  whose  piiia^iia 
felt  from  tioie  to  timet  Tbe  biibop  r^vaioeiLetoi^d*' 
iag  before  him  IQ  iilonee  fpr  two  or  tbre%  mio|itei# 
as  if  expeotingr  some  hopoufsWie  selata^pny  ^^^ 
least  that  the  Saraeea  would  seem  slnic|e>#itli$h« 
digiiily  of  his  appeanmeer  Bm;  Ad^mbecf^^lblm 
took  BO  notice  of  him  beyoiid  a  passing  glaitoe^  aad 
when  the  prelate  M  length  salnled  hiuLuii^  lia^ 
gaa  franca  ciirrepit  in  the  opnntvy^jhe  oidy  ref IJed 
by  die  ordinary  Oriental  greeting,  <<  Salm  aUttm 
— *peace  be  with  yoq."  t        », .  > 

^  Artthoa  a  f^ydobmi  iafid^  ?"  said  thaliMiopf 
smnewhat  mortified  at  dus  cold  mwmfi6t».^  *^^  I 
would  fi^Mak  urith  tliao  09  that  art*?'       •  'I'l"  >  ^<i 

*^  If  thon  knewest  anghl  of  medictea,"  9J^Bmm$i 
m  flaldm,  *^  then  wonMat  .be  awaaei  lM  fVi^ 
cians  hold  no  counsel  ar^debate  in  Ijbe  giq|g»rhapnj^ 
her  of  thehr  paHenU  Hear/'  ha  addeA'  aa  tlie  to«t 
growlii^  of  the  stagv-howid  wa»  ihmrA^fyomi^^ 
inmr  hut,  ^'eren  the  dog  might  .teash^the^'reoaoiiK 
Ulemat.  His  instinct  teaches,  him  to  as9>fwe9a>his< 
barking  in  the  Mck  man*s  hearingw-^^-^OomewMmat^ 
the  tent,"  said  he,  rising  and  leading  the  wafv^'tf 
^on  hast  aught  to  say  with  me.*' 

Notwidistanding  the  plaiimeesof  the  Baraosa^ 
leech's  dress,  and  his  inferiority  of  sise,  when  jmni^ 
trasted  with  the  tall  prdate^  and  gigmtiis  EagUsb 
baron,  there  was  something  striking  in  his  maaner 
and  countenance,  whii^  prevented  the  iBishep^oC 
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'Bytehwak-ejcprtasmg  strongly  the  ditpleMore  he 
felt  at  thk  nocergnimiioas  reboke.  When  withoat 
(he  haty  he  gased  upen  Adonbec  in  silenoe,  for  8e« 
Tent;fl|iiNite%  before  he  oeold  fix  on  the  best  man- 
Mr  t(^  renew  the  oonrefntien*  No  looks  werie  aeea 
ondep-tke  hi§^  bonnet  of  the  Arabien,  whinik  hid 
sisotpart  of  a  brow'that  eeemed  lofty  and  expanded, 
iBioeCby  and  free  fiWB  wrinldeff  as  were  bit  cheeks, 
vhefe:tbeyipere  seen  under  the  shade  of  his  long 
hs«cdl'<  We  have  dsevrhere  notie^  the  piercing 
^|«litf  lef'bia  dark  eyes, 

•iTbe  psdate^  etnutk  with  bis  apparept  yoothi  at 
bag^  broke  a  panie»  which  the  oth^  seemed  in 
m  hMe  to  intenppty  by  denmiiiiiig  e^  the  Ara- 
bian how  old  he  was  ? 

u^  The  years  of  oardiiwry  men,*"  said  the  Saiaoei^ 
**ttre  counted  by  their  wrinkles ;  those  of  sages  by 
their  studies.  I  dare  not  call  myself  older  than  an 
Mandrod  teyelntions  ef  the  Hegiim"* 

(^Fh^  BaronoffiilsUmd,  who ^ook  this finraliteral 
■HP  iiony  thai  he  was  a  oentury  old,  looked  doobv 
iaUy  wpon  th^  pnalale,  who,  though  he  better  mi* 
dsfstood  the  meaning  ef  El  HaUin,  answered  his 
gkwae  by  myeteripittly  shaking  his  head.  He  re- 
sumed an  air  of  importance,  when  he  again  aatho- 
iteatiteiy  demsaded,  what  evidence  Adonbec  could 
produce  of  his  medical  proficiency. 

«<  Ye  hare  the  word  of  the  mighty  Saladin,"  said 
tkerisage,  tonchiQg  his  ci^  in  sign  of  reverence;  <<a 
wmrd  f^eh  was  never  broken  towards  fnend  or  foe 
-i«nrhat»  Naaaeeae,  weoUbt  thou  demand  more  ?" 

''*'  Htabing,  that  his  atteiimunts  were  thoM  which  UiTi^bt 
laore  btite  lioade  in  A  h«iidr«Nl  vearn^ 
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«*Hui7iQ'tl|Q  r«ooyery  of-  bi^tpatien;^  B^hol^.  t|^i^ 
wislgemi^yfhQm  bloo4  h»»  b^en  dined  ;iip*l>f[.,l|l« 
lw7ilH^wiHcb  fa9»  wUtened  youp:  camp  with  ^€J|09Q% 
u«d.  against  wbidi  the  art  of  your  Na«areiie  If^^if^ 
hath  Jeop  til^  a  sUkeu  dooU^  again^  a  l^ii«e^ 
aHjeltv,  Itfoek  at  his  fiagers  and  orm,  w^steyl.likj 
the  daws  and  shanks  of  the  crane.  Death  ha4tttM( 
motnint  his  duteh  on  him ;  hut  had  A^ra^^been 
on  one  side  of  the  couch,  I  being  on  the  otb^lpil 
sonlshooU  not  have  be^n  r^^  from  Us  bo^y  Dis- 
tgifh  axe  not  viiA  ^rther.  i^^ae^ionS)  hq^  awai^  tl^ 
critical  mittttte^  aod  b^old  in  silent  ^^gim^  tSi^ 
mar?el)oiis  evjent/'  -  .'  ^      -   - 

'  The  physician  had  then  recourse  to  hia  aatri^bo 
th^  orade  of  Eastern  sdence,  and)  watchuq^  wi^ 
grave  predsion  until  the  predse  time  of  ^^ho  even* 
ii:^  prayer  had  arrived,  he  sunk  on  his  knses^  w^ 
his  face  turned  to  Mecca,  and  recited  the  petitii9Qjl 
vrfcich  dose  the  Moelemah's  day  of  toil.  The  bishop 
and  the.  Snglish  baron  looked  on  each  otherrfmoaq^ 
vhiJe^  with  symptoms  of  contempt  and  indign^tfop^ 
but  neither  judged  it  fit  to  interrupt  £1  |2al;ia0|,i» 
b«ltle¥otions,  unholy  as  they  consi^red  thmloihe. 
<  The  Arab  arose  from  the  earth,  on  whieh  ho  J|a4 
^Dostratel  hio^f,  and,  walking  into  the  huj|.iiH)4^f 
the  patient  lay  extended,  he  dr^w  a  sponge  jCnw|9,4 
mtM  silver  box»  dipt  perhaps  in  somoaromalic  4i9- 
j^ihlion ;  for  when  he  put  it  to  the  sleep^'a  n<^ 
he  sneezed,  awoke,  and  looked  wildly  .iiro^n^  c  J^® 
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4w  a  ghastly  spectacle,  as  be  sat  np  almost  naked 
iSn  bis  conch,  die  bones  and  cartilages  as  visible 
diroogh  die  snr&ce  of  his  skin,  as  if  tbey  had  neter 
been  dotfaed  with  flesh :  his  faee  Was  long,  and  fur' 
rowed  with  wnntdes,  bnt  his  eye,  diongh  it  wan- 
dered at  first,  became  gradually  more  settled.  He 
itemed  to  be  awiare  of  the  presence  of  his  digniiled 
Tisitors,  for  he  i^ttempted  feebly  to  puU  the  cover- 
ing  from  hid  head,  in  token  of  rererence,  ai  he  en« 
quired,  !n  a  subdued  and  submissive  voic^  for  hit 

^  Do  yon  know  ns,  vassal  ?^  said  the  Lord  of 
GlUand. 

*^  Not  perfectly,  my  lord,*'  replied  the  squire^ 
bbdy.  <<  My  sleep  has  been  long  andMl  of  dreams. 
Tet  I  know  that  you  are  a  great  English  lord,  as 
seemeth  by  the  red  cross,  &nd  this  a  holy  prelate; 
Whdse'blessing  I  crave  on  me  a  pocnr  sinner.** 
^  ^  Thon'^t  H^BenediM>  Damhd  sk  vobiif- 
Acm,"  said  the  prelate,  maldng  the  sign  of  the  crosis, 
to'  without  apfnroaching  nearer  to  the  patient's 

'  *'Y<frii^  eyfts  Witness,*  iaid  the  Ambian,  *»  the 
^er  hath  been  subdned — he  speaks  witfacdmAe^s 
ifd'  i^eiillecMon-^his'  pulse  beatt  oomposedly  an 
fWlPsi^jphltrlwilsatlbnsyouiiiB^^^  ' 

^^The^htd  detttned  the  Experiment ;  butTh*- 
ibas  of  GiT^and,  more  Aetl^rmined  on  mftking^  the 
trud,"dM'Bo,  and  sadsfied  himself  that  die  fbver  wni 
nraiM  |idn6« '  *    * 

'^  This  ts'moat  WOndafn},**  said  the  knight,  Umk- 
ib^  to  die  bishop ;  <<  the  man  is  assuredly  cured. 
'*  voi  XXXVlll.  K 
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I  most  conduct  this  mediciner  presently  to  King 
Richard*8  tent — What  thmks  your  reverence  ?" 

<<  Stay,  let  me  finish  one  cure  ere  I  commence 
another/*  said  the  Arah ;  **  I  will  pass  with  yoa 
when  I  have  given  my  patient  the  second  cup  of 
this  most  holy  elixir.** 

So  saying  he  pulled  out  a  silver  cup,  and  fillmg 
it  with  water  from  a  gourd  which  stood  hy  the  hed- 
side,  he  next  drew  forth  a  small  silken  hag  made  of 
network,  twisted  with  silver,  the  contents  of  which 
the  hystanders  could  not  discover,  and  immersing 
it  io  the  cup,  continued  to  watch  it  in  silence  duriqg 
the  space  of  five  minutes.  It  seemed  to  the  spec- 
tators as  if  some  effervescence  took  place  during  the 
operation,  hut  if  so,  it  instantly  subsided. 

<*  Drink,**  said  the  physician  to  the  sick  man^ 
f<  sleep,  and  awaken  free  from  malady." 

^*  And  with  this  simple-seeming  draught,  thim 
wilt  undertake  to  cure  a  monarch  ?**  said  the  Bishop 
of  Tyre. 

«  I  have  cured  a  beggar,  as  you  may  behold,** 
replied  the  sage.  <*  Are  the  Kings  of  Frangistan 
made  of  other  clay  than  the  meanest  of  their  suh* 
jects?*' 

<<  liet  us  have  him  presently  to  the  King,**  said 
the  Baron  of  Gilsland.  "  He  hath  shown  that  )ie 
possesses  the  secret  which  may  restore  his  health. 
If  he  fails  to  exercise  it,  I  will  put  himself  past  th^ 
power  of  medicine." 

As  they  were  about  to  leave  the  hut,  the  siclc 
man,  raising  his  Toice  as  much  as  his  weakn^ 
permitted,  exclaimed,  "  Reverend  father,  noble 
kniglit,  and  you,  kind  l^echy  if  you  would  hav^  v^ 
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Aeep  and  recover;'  tell  me  in  duiriiy  what  h  becofiie 
of  my  dear  master  ?**  "^ 

<<  He  is  upon  a  distant  expedition,  fnend',^  re- 
plied the  prelate ;  <*  on  an  honourable  emhatisy, 
vhich  may  detain  him  for  some  days.** 

"Nay,"  said  the  Baron  of  Gilsland/"  whjr  de- 
ceive the  poor  fellow? — Friend,  thy  master  lias 
cetnmed  to  the  camp,  and  yon  will  presently  see 
him.^ 

The  invalid  held  np,  as  if  in  thankfiilness,  hfs 
wasted  hands  to  Heaven,  and,  resisting  no  longer 
the  soporiferons  operation  of  the  elixir,  sunk  dowA 
in  a  gentle  sleep. 

"  You  are  a  better  physician  than  I,  Sir  Tho- 
mas,** said  the  prelate;  **  a  soothing  falsehood  is 
fitter  for  a  sick  room  than  an  unpleasing  truth. 

"  How  mean  you,  my  reverend  lord  ?"  said  De 
Vaux,  hastily.  "  Think  you  I  would  tell  a  false-, 
liood  to  save  the  lives:  of  a  dozen  such  as  heT^    ' 

"  Yon  said,"  replied  the  bishop,  with  manifest 
symptoms  of  alarm — <*  you  said  the  esquire*s  mas- 
ter was  returned — ^he,,  I  mean,  of  the  Couchant 
tebpard." 

"  And  he  is  returned,"  said  De  Vaux.  «*  1  spoke 
with  him  but  a  few  hours  since.  This  learned  leech 
Artie  in  his  company." 

^  Holy  Virgin  !  why  told  you  not  of  his  return 
to  roi^?"  said  the  bishop,  in  evident  perturbation. 

**  Did  1  not  say  that  this  same  Knight  of  the 
Leibpard  had  returned  in  company  with  the  phy- 
ScSari  ? — I  thought  T  had,"  replied  De  Vaux,  care- 
lessly ;  «  but  what  signified  his  return,  to  the  skill 
#  tbe  physician,  or  the  cure  of  his  Majesty  ?" 
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««  Maeh,  Sir  Thoiuaft-^t  signified  miicli,*'  said 
the  bishop,  clenching  his  hands,  pressing  his  fool 
agaiiist  the  eatrth,  and  giving  signs  of  impatience, 
as  if  in  an  involuntary  manner*  <<  But  ifdiere  cmi 
he  be  gone  now,  (;his  same  knight  ?— €rod  be  witb 
us-^here  may  be  some  fatal  errors  I" 

»  Yonder  serf  in  the  ooter  spaed,"  siud  De  Vaox, 
not  without  wonder  at  the  bishop's  emotion,  **  can 
probably  teU  us  whither  his  master  has  gone." 

The  lad  was  sttlnmonedy  and,  in  a  language 
nearly  incomprehensible  to  them,  gare  them  ai 
length  to  understand,  that  an  officer  had  summoned 
his  master  to  the  royal  tent,  some  time  before  their 
arrival  at  that  of  his  master.  The  anxiety  of  the 
bishop  appeared  to  rise  to  the  highest,  and  became 
evident  to  De  Vaux,  though  neither  an  acute  ob« 
server,  nor  of  a  suspicious  temper*  But  with  his 
anxiety  seemed  to  increase  his  wish  to  keep  it  sub- 
dued and  unobserved*  He  took  a  hasty  leave  of 
De  Vaux,  who  looked  afber  him  with  astonishment ; 
and,  after  shrugging  up  his  shoulders  in  silent  won- 
der, proceeded  to  conduct  the  Arabian  physician  to 
the  tent  of  King  Richard. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

tilis  h  ^  FHnce  of  Leedm;  fct«r»  placue, 
.    CqI4  rfafluni*  and  hot  podagra,  do  but  look  on  Mm, 
And  quit  their  graap  upofi  the  tortured  atnewi. 

Tvm  Bavtm  of  Oiltlanj  walked  with  slow  step 
«id  m  anidoas  eoQnleoaiice  towards  tbe  royal  pik* 
▼^^n.  Me  had  modi  diftdence  of  his  owq  capa« 
mtf^m^fepi  ID  a  field  of  battle,  and,  consoions  of 
m  t^  acute  iiiteUe<^  was  osnally  contented  to 
wooder  at  cirenmatanoes,  which  a  man  of  liyelier 
i^nsgination  would  have  endeavomred  to  ioFestigate 
and  nnderstand,  or  at  least  wonld  have  mad#  the 
mlyeet  of  speetdation.  Bat  It  seemed  rwf  extra- 
^kSamjt  even  to  him,  that  the  attention  of  the 
bifihep  i&oold  have  been  at  once  abstracted  from 
sill  reflection  on  the  marveDoos  core,  which  they 
bad  witnesaed,  and  iq^P  Ihe  probability  it  afforded 
of  Richard  being  reetored  to  health,  by  what  seemed 
a  yery  trivial  piece  of  information,  annomicing  the 
moliiHia  of  a  b^j^g^ly  Qoottiah  knight,  than  whom 
Thomas  of  CKlsland  kn^w  nothing  within  the  circle 
of  gentle  blood  more  nnimportant  or  eontemptible  t 
and,  despite  his  usoal  habit  of  passively  beholding 
passing  ev^ts,  the  banm's  i^iiit  toiled  with  mi« 
wonted  attempts  to  form  conjectures  on  the  cause. 

At  length  the  idea  occorred  at  once  to  him,  thai 
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the  whole  might  be  a  conspiracy  against  King  Rich- 
ard,  formed  within  the  camp  of  the  allies,  and  to 
which  the  bishop,  who  was  by  some  represented  as 
a  politic  and  unscrupulous  person,  was  not  unlikely 
to  have  been  accessary.  It  was  true,  that,  in  his 
own  opinion,  there  existed  no  character  so  perfect 
as  that  of  his  master ;  for  Richard  being  the  flower 
of  chivalry,  and  the  chief  of  Christian  leaders,  and 
obeying  in  all  points  the  commands  of  H(^y  Church, 
De  Vanx's  ideas  of  perfection  went  no  farther.  Still 
he  knew  that,  however  unworthily,  it  had  been  al- 
ways his  master's  fate  to  draw  as  mudi  reproach 
and  dblike,  as  honour  and  attachment,  from  th^ 
display  of  his  great  qualities ;  and  that  in  the  very 
camp,  and  amongst  those  princes  bound  by  oath  to 
the  Crusade,  were  many  who  would  have  sacrificed 
all  hope  of  victory  over  the  Saracens,  to  the  plea- 
sure of  ruining,  or  at  least  of  humbling,  Richard  oi 
England. 

"  Wherefore,"  said  the  baron  to  himself,  "  it  is 
in  no  sense  impossible  that  this  El  H^kira,  with 
this  his  cure,  or  seeming  cure,  wrought  on  the  body 
of  the  Scottish  squire,  may  knean  nothing  but  a 
frick,  to  which  he  of  the  Leopard  may  be  accessary, 
and  wherein  the  Bishop  of  Tyre,  prelate  as  he  is^ 
may  have  some  share." 

<  This  hypothesis,  indeed,  could  not  be  so  easily 
reconciled  with  the  alarm  manifested  by  the  bishop, 
on  learning  that,  contrary  to  his  expectation,  the 
Scottish  knight  had  suddenly  returned  to  the  Cru- 
saders camp.  But  De  Vaux  was  influenced  only 
by  his  general  prejudices,  which  dictated  to  him  the 
assured  belief,  that  a  wily  Italian  priest,  a  fak^ 
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hearted  Scot,  and  an  infidel  physieian,  formed  a  set 
of  ingredients  from  which  all  evil,  and  no  good,  wat 
likely  to  be  extracted.  He  resolved,  however,  to 
hy  his  scruples  bluntly  before  the  King,  of  whose 
judgment  he  had  nearly  as  high  an*  opinion  as  of 
his  valour. 

Meantime,  events  had  taken  place  very  contrary 
to  the  suppositions  which  Hiomas  De  Vaux  had 
entertuned.  Scarce  had  he  left  the  royal  pavilion, 
when,  betwixt  the  impatience  of  the  fever,  and 
that  which  was  natural  to  his  disposition,  Richard 
be(pm  to  murmur  at  bis  delay,  and  express  an  ear- 
nest desire  for  his  return.  He  had  seen  enough  to 
try  to  reason  himself  out  of  this  irritation,  which 
greatly  increased  his  bodily  malady.  He  wearied 
his  attendants  by  demanding  from  them  amuse- 
ments, and  the  breviary  of  the  priest,  the  romance 
of  the  clerk,  even  the  harp  of  his  favourite  minstrel^ 
were  had  recourse  to  in  vain.  At  length,  some  two 
hours  before  sundown,  and  long,  therefore,  ere  he 
eould  expect  a  satisfactory  account  of  the  process  of 
the  cure  which  the  Moor  or  Arabian  had  under- 
taken, he  sent,  as  we  have  already  heard,  a  messen- 
ger, commanding  the  attendance  of  the  Knight  of 
the  Leopard,  determined  to  soothe  his  impatience 
1>y  obtaining  from  Sir  Kenneth  a  more  particular 
account  of  the  cause  of  his  absence  from  the  camp, 
aod  the  circumstances  of  his  meeting  with  this  cele- 
brated physician. ' 

The  Scottish  knight,  thus  summoned,  entered 
the  royal  presence,  as  one  who  was  no  stranger  to 
such  scenes.  He  was  scarcely  known  to  the  King 
of  Bngkmdi  even  by  sight,  sJthough  tenacious  of 
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his  raofc>  as  deroat  in  the  adoration  of  the  lady  of 
his  secret  heart,  he  had  never  been  absent  on  these 
OQcasiont  when  the  munificence  and  hospitality  of 
England  opened  the  Court  of  its  monarch  to  all 
who  held  a  certain  rank  in  chivalry.  The  King 
gazed  fixedly  on  Sir  Kenneth  approaching  his  bed* 
side,  while  die  knight  bent  his  knee  for  a  moment, 
then  arose,  and  stood  before  him  in  a  posture  of 
deference,  but  not  of  subservience  or  humility,  as 
became  an  officer  in  the  presence  of  his  sovereign. 

<<  Thy  name,"  said  the  King,  <<  is  Kenneth  of 
the  Leopard — From  whom  hadst  thou  degree  of 
knighthood  ?" 

^  I  took  it  from  the  sword  of  William  the  Lion, 
King  of  Scotland,**  replied  the  Scot. 

**  A  weapon,"  said  the  King,  **  well  worthy  to 
confer  honour,  nor  has  it  been  laid  on  an  undeser- 
ving shoulder.  We  have  seen  thee  bear  thyself 
knightly  and  valiantly  in  press  of  battle,  when  most 
need  there  was ;  and  thou  hadst  not  been  yet  to 
learn  that  thy  deserts  were  known  to  us,  but  that 
thy  presumption  in  other  points  has  been  such,  that 
thy  services  can  challenge  no  better  reward  thin 
that  of  pardon  for  thy  transgression.  What  sayest 
thou— ha?" 

Kenneth  attempted  to  speak,  but  was  unable  to 
express  himself  distinctly ;  the  consciousness  of  his 
too  ambitious  love,  and  die  keen  falcon  glance  with 
which  Coeur  de  Lion  seemed  to  penetrate  his  in* 
most  soul,  combining  to  disconcert  him* 

«  And  yet,"  9aid  the  King,  <<  although  soldiers 
should  obey  command,  and  vassals  be  respectful 
towards  their  superiors,  we  might  foi^^ve  a  brave 
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)  Iwi^lit  gireater  o^enc^  tl)On  the  keeping  a  shnpin 
hound,  though  it  were  coDtnuy  to  oar  ^xpresi  pup^ 
He  ordinance?" 

Richard  kept  hifi  ^ye  ^ed  on  the  Soot'9  ftce^ 
beheld,  and  beholding,  smiling  inwardly  at  the  relief 
produced  \fj  th^  torn  he  had  given  to  his  general 
accusation* 

**  80  please  yon*  my  lord,**  said  the  Scot,  **  your 
Majesty  must  be  good  to  us  poor  gentlemen  of 
Scotland  in  this  matter.  We  are  far  Arom  home, 
•cant  of  Revenues,  and  cannot  support  ourselves  as 
your  wealthy  nobles,  who  have  credit  of  the  Lom- 
bards. The  Saracens  shall  f^el  our  blows  the  harder 
that  we  eat  a  piece  of  dried  venison  firom  (ime  to 
time,  with  our  herbs  and  barley-cakes*" 

**  It  skills  not  asking  my  leave,"  said  Richard, 
*<  since  Thomas  de  V^nx,  who  doth,  like  all  around 
me,  that  which  is  fittest  in  his  o^n  eyes,  hath  already 
given  thee  permission  for  hooting  and  hawking,** 

"  For  hunting  only,  and  please  you,*'  s^d  the 
8cQ^;  **  buti  if  it  pl^as9  your  Majesty  to  hidulge 
me  with  the  privilege  of  hawking  ajso,  and  yon  list 
to  trust  me  with  a  falcon  on  fist,  I  trust  I  could  spp-^ 
ply  your  royal  mess  with  some  choice  waterfowl." 

*<  I  dread  me,  if  thou  hadat  but  the  falcon,**  said 
the  King,  <<  thoii  wouldst  scarce  wait  for  the  per« 
Qiission.  I  wot  well  it  is  said  abroad  that  we  of 
the  line  of  Anjou  resent  offence  against  our  forest 
iaws,  as  highly  as  we  would  do  treason  against  our 
crown.  To  brave  and  worthy  men,  howeva*,  we 
could  pardon  either  misdemeanour. — But  enough 
of  this. — I  desire  to  know  of  you.  Sir  Knight, 
wherefore,  and  by  whose  authority,  you  took  this 
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recent  journey  to  the  wilderness  of  the  Dead  Sea, 
andEngaddi?" 

"  By  order,"  replied  the  knight,  "  of  the  Coancil 
of  Princes  of  the  Holy  Cmsade." 

<*  And  how  dared  any  one  to  give  snch  an  order, 
when  I — ^not  the  least,  surely,  in  the  league — was 
unacquainted  with  it  ?" 

**  It  was  not  my  part,  please  your  highness,"  said 
the  Scot,  **  to  enquire  into  such  particulars.  I  am 
a  soldier  of  the  Cross — serving,  douhtless,  for  the 
present,  under  your  highness's  banner,  and  prond 
€i  the  permission  to  do  so — ^but  still  one  who  hath 
taken  on  him  the  holy  symbol  for  the  rights  of  Chris- 
tianity, and  the  recovery  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre, 
and  bound,  therefore,  to  obey,  without  question, 
the  orders  of  the  princes  and  chiefs  by  whom  the 
blessed  enterprise  is  directed.  That  indisposition 
should  seclude,  I  trust  for  but  a  short  time,  your 
highness  from  their  councils,  in  which  you  hold  so 
potential  a  voice,  I  must  lament  with  dl  Christen- 
dom ;  but,  as  a  soldier,  I  must  obey  those  on  whom 
the  lawful  right  of  command  devolves,  or  set  but 
an  evil  example  in  the  Christian  camp." 

«  Thou  say'st  well,"  said  King  Richard  ;  «<  and 
the  blame  rests  not  with  thee,  but  with  those  with 
whom,  when  it  shall  please  Heaven  to  raise  me 
from  this  accursed  bed  of  pain  and  inactivity,  I  hope 
to  reckon  roundly.  What  was  the  purport  of  thy 
message  ?" 

<<  Methinks,  and  please  your  highness,"  replied 
Sir  Kenneth,  "  that  were  best  asked  of  those  who 
sent  me,  and  who  can  render  the  reasons  of  mine 
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errand ;  whereas,  I  can  only  tell  its  ontward  form 
«od  purport." 

<<  Palter  not  with  me,  Sir  Seot — ^it  were  ill  for 
thy  safety^"  «aid  the  irritahle  monarch* 

^  My  jHifely,  my  lord,"  replied  the  knight,  firmly, 
*^  I  cast  hehind  me  as  a  regardless  thing  when  I 
Towed  myself  to  this  enterprise,  looking  radier  to 
my  immortal  welfare,  than  to  that  which  concerns 
my  earthly  hody." 

<<  By  the  mass,"  said  King  Richard,  <<  thou  art 
a  brave  fellow  I  Hark  thee.  Sir  Knight,  I  love  the 
Scottish  people :  they  are  hardy,  though  dogged 
and  stubhom,  and,  I  think,  true  men  in  the  main, 
though  the  necessity  of  state  has  sometimes  con* 
str^ned  them  to  be  dissemblers.  I  deserve  some 
love  at  their  hand,  for  I  have  voluntarily  done  what 
they  could  not  by  arms  have  extorted  from  me,  any 
more  than  from  my  predecessors — I  have  re-esta* 
Uighed  the  fortresses  of  Roxburgh  and  Berwidc, 
which  lay  in  pledge  to  England — I  have  restored 
your  ancient  boundaries — and,  finally,  I  have  re- 
nounced a  claim  to  homage  upon  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land, which  I  thought  unjustly  forced  on  you.  I 
have  endeavoured  to  make  honourable  and  inde-^ 
pendent  friends,  where  former  kings  of  England 
attempted  only  to  compel  unwilling  and  rebellious 
rassals." 

*<  All  this  yon  have  done,  my  Lord  King,"  said 
Sir  Kenneth,  bowing — «  All  this  you  have  done, 
hy  your  royal  treaty  with  our  sovereign  at  Canter- 
bury. Therefore  have  you  me,  and  many  better 
^ttish  men,  making  war  against  the  infidels,  under 
yoor  banners,  who  would  else  have  been  ravaginic 
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your  frontiers  in  EJnglmid.  If  their  nomben  an 
now  few,  it  is  because  their  lires  have  been  freely 
waged  and  wasted*" 

**  I  grant  it  true,"  said  the  King ;  «  and  for  the 
g;ood  offices  I  have  done  your  land,  I  require  yoa 
to  ren^^mber,  thiEit,  as  a  principal  member  of  ih$ 
Christian  league,  I  have  a  right  to  know  the  nego- 
tiations of  my  confederates.  Do  me,  therefore,  the 
justice  to  tell  me  what  I  have  a  title  to  be  acquaint- 
ed, with,  and  whioh  I  am  oratun  to  know  more 
truly  from  you  thfui  from  othen." 

«  My  loirdi"  siMd  the  Soot, « thus  eonjuredi  I  will 
spealf  t;he  truth ;  for  I  well  believe  that  your  por 
p^KSi^s  towards  the  princi^  object  i^onr  «xpeditimi 
i^e  single-hf)»rted  and  honest ;  and  it  is  more  than 
I  ds^  warrant  for  others  of  the  Holy  League.  Be 
pleftse^y  therefore,  to  know,  my  charge  was  to  pro* 
ppse,  through  the  medium  of  the  hermit  of  E!fh 
^di---^  holy  msii^  respected  and  protected  by 
8al«din  himself  ".*^t.^ 

^  ^V  A  ^qtinuation  of  the  tmoe,  I  doubt  noS,"  said 
^l\ard>  hastily  intermpling  him. 

"  No,  by  Saint  Andrew,  my  liege,''  said  the 
^cattish  Iqadght;  ''  but  the  establishnoient  of  a  laet- 
log  pf#ce,  fuid  the  withdrawing  oar  armies  finm 
iid^itiu^," J 

<<  Saint  George !"  sud  Richard,  in  astonisloiie^ 
-^<<  111  as  I  h«T^  justly  thought  of  them,  I  eonld 
jj^%  haTO  dreamed  they  would  have  humbled  them- 
sel^^  to  such  dishonour..  Speakr  Sir  Kenneth,  with 
^h^  wUl  did  ypu  carry  such  a  messi^  ?" 
^,"  With  jright  good  will,  my  lord,"  said  Ki»- 
iieth{  <<  because,  when  we  had  lost  our  noble  l^^i 
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ander  whose  gaidanoe  alond  I  hoped  tot  victory, 
I  saw  none  who  eould  succeed  him  likely  to  leiid 
Of  to  oonquett,  and  I  acooonted  it  well  in  guch  cir- 
cumstances to  aToid  defeat.** 

«  And  on  what  conditions  was  diis  hopefbl  peace 
to  be  contracted?"  said  King  Riohaird,  painfully 
suppressing  the  passion  with  which  hi^  heart  was 
ahBost  bunting. 

<<  Tliese  were  not  kitmsted  to  me,  my  lord,*'  an- 
swered the  Bjdighl  of  the  Conchant  Leopard.  <<  I 
deliyered  tiiem  sealed  to  the  hermit.*' 

^  And  for  what  hold  you  this  rereretid  hermit  ? 
—for  fool,  madman,  traitor,  or  saint?"  said  Richard. 

**  His  folly,  sire,**  replied  the  shrewd  Scottish- 
man,  **  I  hold  to  be  astiumed  to  win  fayonr  and  l*e- 
▼erenoe  from  the  Paynimrie,  who  regard  madmen 
M  the  inspired  of  Heaven ;  at  least  it  seemed  to 
me  as  exhibited  only  occasionally,  and  not  as  mix- 
ing, like  natural  folly,  with  the  general  tenor  of  his 
mind." 

**  Shrewdly  rej^ied,"  said  the  monarch,  throwing 
himself  back  on  his  couch,  from  which  he  had  half- 
ndsed  himself. — **  Now  of  his  penitence  ?" 

*^  Hb  penitence,"  continued  Kenneth,  <<  appears 
to  me  sincere,  and  the  fruits  of  remorse  for  some 
dreadful  crime,  for  which  he  seems^  in  his  own 
opinion,  condemned  to  reprobation." 

**  And  for  his  policy  ?"  said  King  Richard. 

**  Methinks,  my  lord,"  said  the  Scottish  knight, 
**  he  despiurs  of  the  security  of  Palestine,  aM  of  his 
own  salvation,  by  any  means  short  of  a  miracle^-- 
at  least,  since  the  arm  of  Richard  of  England  hath^ 
(Msased  to  strike  for  it." 
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**  And  therefore,  the  coward  policy  of  this  her- 
mit is  like  that  of  these  miserable  princes,  who,  fa«^ 
getfnl  of  their  knighthood  and  their  faith,  are  only 
resolved  and  determined  when  the  question  is  re- 
treat, and,  rather  than  go  forward  against  an  anlied 
-Saracen,  would  trample  in  their  flight  oyer  a  dying 
aljyr 

**  Might  I  so  far  presume,  my  Lord  King,**  said 
the  Scottish  knight,  "  this  discourse  but  heats  your 
disease,  the  enemy  from  which  Christendom  dreads 
more  evil,  thftn  from  armed  hosts  of  infidels.** 

The  countenance  of  King  Richard  was,  indeed, 
more  flushed,  iand  his  action  became  more  feyerishiy 
vehement,  as,  with  clenched  hand,  expanded  arm, 
and  flashing  eyes,  he  seemed  at  once  to  suffer  un- 
der bodily  pain,  and  at  the  same  time  under  vexa- 
tion of  mind,  while  his  high  spirit  led  him  to  speak 
on,  as  if  in  contempt  of  both. 

<*  You  can  flatter,  Sir  Knight,**  he  said,  "  but  you 
escape  me  not.  I  must  know  more  from  you  than 
you  have  yet  told  me.  Saw  you  my  royal  consort 
when  at  Engaddi  ?** 

"  To  my  knowledge — no,  my  lord,"  replied  Sir 
Kenneth,  with  considerable  perturbation ;  for  he 
remembered  the  midnight  procession  in  the  chapd 
of  the  rocks. 

"  I  ask  you,'*  said  the  King,  in  a  sterner  voici^ 
"  whether  you  were  not  in  the  chapel  of  the  Car- 
melite Nuns  at  Engaddi,  and  there  saw  BerengaH^ 
Queen  of  England,  and  the  ladies  of  her  Comt, 
who  went  thither  on  pilgrimage  ?*' 

«  My  lord,'*  said  Sir  Kenneth,  "  I  wiH  speak  the! 
truth  as  in  the  confessional.     In  a   subterraiiwiit 
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(shapel,  to  which  the  anchorite  conducted  me,  I  he- 
held  a  dioir  of  ladies  do  homage  to  a  relic  of  the 
highest  sanctity ;  hut  as  I  saw  not  their  faces,  nor 
heard  their  Yoices,  unless  in  the  hymns  which  they 
chanted,  I  cannot  tell  whether  the  Queen  of  Eng- 
land was  of  the  heiry.*' 

**  And  was  there  no  one  of  these  ladies  known 
to  you  ?" 

Sir  Kenneth  stood  silent. 

*  I  ask  yon,**  said  Richard,  raising  himself  on  hb 
elbow,  <<  as  a  knight  and  a  gentleman,  and  I  shall 
know  hy  your  answer  how  you  ralue  either  charac- 
ter—did you,  or  did  you  not,  know  any  lady  amongst 
that  band  of  worshippers  ?'* 

"  My  lord,*'  said  Kenneth,  not  without  much 
hesitation,  "  I  might  guess." 

**  And  I  also  may  guess,"  said  the  King,  frown- 
ing sternly ;  "  but  it  is  enough.  Leopard  as  yoa 
are.  Sir  Knight,  beware  tempting  the  lion's  paw. 
Hark  ye^-to  become  enamoured  of  the  moon  would 
be  but  an  act  of  folly ;  but  to  leap  from  the  battle- 
ments of  a  lofty  tower,  in  the  wild  hope  of  coming 
within  her  spherls,  were  self-destructive  madness." 

At  this  moment  some  bustling  was  heard  in  the 
oater  apartment,  and  the  King,  hastily  changing  to 
his  more  natural  manner,  said,  <<  Enough — begone 
i— speed  to  De  Vaux,  and  send  him  hither  with  the 
Arabian  physician.  My  life  for  the  faith  of  the 
Soldan  I  Would  he  but  abjure  his  false  law,  I 
would  aid  him  with  my  sword  to  drive  this  scum  of 
French  and  Austrians  from  his  dominions,  and  think 
Ps^leftine  as  well  ruled  by  him  as  when  her  kings 
Yf  re.  anointed  by  the  decree  of  Heaven  itself." 
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Tlie  Knight  of  the  Leopard  retired,  and  present* 
ly  afterwardi  the  ehatnl>eria£n  annoonised  a  depdtft^ 
tion  fhmi  the  Oonndl,  whb  liad  come  to  watt  ^wt 
the  Majesty  of  England. 

**  It  is  well  they  allow  that  I  am  liiring  yet,**  Was 
hit  reply.  «  Who  are  the  reT»*Md  amhassadors?^ 
«<  Th^  Grand  Master  of  l9ie  Templ&rs,  and  the 
Marquis  of  Montserrat.** 

«  Onr  brother  of  FVance  lo^ei  not  sidE-heds," 
iaid  Richard  ^  *<  yet,  had  Philip  b«en  iQ,  I  had  etood 
by  his  coach  long  since« — Jocel3rn,  lay  me  the  conch 
more  fkirly,  it  is  tumbled  lOce  a  stormy  sea — ^reach 
me  yonder  dteel  mirror — pass  a  comb  through  my 
hair  and  beard.  They  look,  indeed,  liker  a  lion*i 
mane  than  a  Christiah  man's  locks — bring  water." 

**  My  lord,*'  said  the  trembling  chaml>erlain,  **  the 
leeches  say  that  cold  water  may  be  fatal." 

«  To  the  foul  fiend  with  the  leeches  I"  repfi^l 
the  monarch ;  <<  if  they  cannot  Cure  me,  think  yoil 
I  will  allow  them  to  torment  me? — There,  theii**^^ 
he  said,  after  having  made  his  ablntions,  ^  adn^ 
^e  worshipful  envoys;  they  will  now,  I  think, 
scarcely  dee  that  disease  has  made  Richard  negfi- 
gent  of  his  person.'* 

The  celebrated  Master  of  the  Templars  was  i 
tall,  thin,  war-worn  man,  with  a  slow  yet  penetim- 
ting  eye,  and  a  brow  on  which  a  thousand  datk  In- 
trigues had  stamped  a  portion  of  their  obscurity 
At  the  head  of  that  singular  body,  to  whom  dieir 
order  was  every  thing,  and  their  individuality  no- 
thing— seeking  the  advancement  of  its  power,  even 
at  the  hazard  of  that  very  religion  which  the  fira^ 
temity  were  originaUy  associated  to  protest — aiH 
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coded  of  heresy  and  wkcberaft,  elthough  by  their 
dp^ader  Christiaa  priests— snspected  of  secret ' 
leigae  with  the  Sold^,  though  by  oath  deroted  to 
the  protection  of  the  Holy  Temple,  or  its  recorery 
-*i$ke  whole  order^  and  the  whole  personal  charac- 
ter of  itsxommaBder,  or  Giund  Master,  was  a  rid- 
dUv  at  the. exposition  of  which  most  men  shudder- 
ed. The  Grand  Master  was  dressed  hi  his  white ' 
rohss  of  soleomity,  and  he  bare  the  ainusus^  a  mys- 
tic steff  of  ofitce,  the  peculiar  form  of  whidi  has 
gvveD  rise  to  such  singnhur  conjectnres  and  com<^ 
mentaries,  lea^ng  to  suspicions  that  this  celebrated 
ft^teiuity  4$i  Christian  knights  were  embodied  un* 
d«r  the  foulest  symbols  tsS  Paganism. 

Cenrade  of  Montserrat  had  a  much  more  plea- 
fling  exterior  ^an  the  dark  and  mysterious  priest- 
soldier  by  wliom  he  was  accompanied.  He  was  a 
hiBdsome  man,  of  middle  age,  iSt  something  past 
that  term,  bold  in  the  field,  sagacious  in  council, 
g^y  andtgallaat  in  times  of  festirity ;  but,  on  the 
oibir.  handy  be  was,  generally  accused  of  versatility, 
ofja  narrow  and  selfish  ambition,  of  a  desire  to  ex- 
tend bis  own  ^principality,  without  regard  to  the 
weal  of  the  Latin  kingdom  of  Palestine,  and  of 
flMkmg  his  own  interest,  by  private  negotiations 
wiA  S^ladin,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Chrintiaa. 
lenguenu  .    . 

.When  the  usual  salutations  had  been  made  by^ 
tleae  dignitaries,  and  courteously  returned  by  King^ 
Bjdiavd,^-  the  Marquis  of  Montsen;^  commen<^ 
aaex^anatioQ  of  the  motives  of  their  visits  ^^K* 
^\».m^  they  were,  by  the  anxious  Kings  and. 

^X0l».X3^vm  «.  .      ,, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


162  TALES  OF  THE  CRUSADERS. 

Princes  who  composed  the  Cooncil  of  the  Crust- 
ders,  "  to  enquire  into  the  health  of  their  magntt- 
nimoas  ally,  the  valiant  King  of  England.** 

"  We  know  the  importance  in  which  the  Priaees 
of  the  Council  hold  our  health,*'  replied  the  Eng- 
lish King ;  <<  and  are  well  aware  how  much  they 
must  have  suffered  hy  suppressing  all  curiosity  con- 
cerning it  for  fourteen  days,  for  fear^  doubtless,  of 
aggravating  our  disorder,  by  showing  their  anxiety 
regarding  the  event." 

The  flow  of  the  Marquis's  eloquence  being  chedt- 
ed,  and  he  himself  thrown  into  some  confusion  by 
this  reply,  his  more  austere  companion  took  up  the 
thread  of  the  conversation,  and,  with  as  much  dry 
and  brief  gravity  as  was  consistent  with  the  pre- 
sence which  he  addressed,  informed  the  King  that 
they  came  from  the  Council,  to  pray,  in  the  name  of 
Christendom,  *^  that  he  would  not  suffer  his  heMi 
to  be  tampered  with  by  an  infidel  physician,  said 
to  be  dispatched  by  Saladin,  until  the  Council  hid 
taken  measures  to  remove  or  confirm  the  suspidon, 
which  they  at  present  conceived  did  attach  itself 
to  the  mission  of  such  a  person.*' 

<<  Grand  Master  of  the  Holy  and  Valiant  Order 
of  Knights  Templars,  and  you,  Most  Noble  Mut- 
quis  of  Montserrat,"  replied  Richard,  "  if  it  please 
you  to  retire  into  the  adjoining  pavilion,  yon  shall 
presently  see  what  account  we  make  of  the  tender 
remonstrances  of  our  royal  and  princely  oolleagaes 
in  this  most  religious  warfare." 

The  Marquis  and  Grand  Master  retired'  accord- 
ingly ;  nor  had  they  been  many  minutes  in  the 
outward  pavilion  when  the  Eastern  physician  ar- 
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ri?0d,  aeeQiiq»aiued  by  the  ParoQ  of  Gilsland,  and 
K^neth  of  Scotlaiid.  The  baron,  however,  was  a 
little  later  of  entering  the  tejit  than  the  other  two^ 
f(«f^ing,;perd>ance,  to  isHue  some  orders  to  the 
wardecs  without. 

Jls  the  Arabian  physician  entered,  he  made  his 
ebeisancoy  after  the  Oriental  feishion,  to  the  Mar- 
quis and  Grand  Master,  whose  dignity  was  appa 
rent,  both  from  their  appearance  and  their  bearing. 
The  Grand  Master  returned  the  salutation  with 
an  expression  of  disdainful  coldness,  the  Marquis, 
with  the  popular  courtesy  which  he  habitually 
practised  to  men  of  every  rank  and  nation.  There 
was  a  pause.;  for  the  Scottish  knight,  waiting  for 
the  airival  of  De  Vaux,  presumed  not,  of  his  own 
Mtfhority,  to  enter  the  tent  of  the  King  of  Elng- 
land^  and>  during  this  interval,  the  Grand  Master 
stealy  demanded  of  the  Moslem, — <<  Infidel*  hast 
thou  the  courage  to  practise  thine  art  upon  the 
person  of  an  anointed  sovereign  of  the  Christian 
host?" 

<<  The  sun  of  Allah,"  answered  the  sage,  "  shines 
on  the  Nazarene  as  well  as  on  the  true  believer^  and 
his  servant  dare  make  no  distinction  betwixt  them, 
when  eaUed  on  to  exercise  his  art  of  healing." 
.  **'  Misbelieving  Hakim,"  said  the  Grand  Master 
''  or  whatsoever  they  call  thee  for  an  unbaptized 
dave  of  darkness,  dost  thou  well  know,  that  thou 
siialt  be  torn  asunder  by  wild  horses  should  King 
Richard  die  under  thy  charge  ?" 
.  •<  That  were  hard  justice,"  answered  the  physi- 
cian I  «  seeing  that  I  can  but  use  human  means, 
sad  that  the  issue  is  written  in  the  book  of  light.** 
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"  Nay,  rererend  and  raHant  Grand  Mast^,''  saM 
tlie  Marqnis  of  Moatsemt,  "  consider  thai  this 
learned  man  is  not  acquainted  with  oor  Ohristiaa 
order,  adopted  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  for  the  safbty 
of  his  anointed. — Be  it  known  to  thee,  grare  phy- 
sician, whose  skill  we  douht  not,  that  yottr  wisest 
course  is  to  repair  to  the  presence  of  the  iDuslAon 
Council  of  our  Holy  League,  and  ^ere  to  gite 
account  and  reckoning  to  such  wise  and  learned 
leeches  as  they  shall  nominate,  eoncemh^  your 
means  of  process  and  cure  of  this  illustrioiis  patient ; 
so  shall  you  escape  all  the  danger,  which,  rasUy 
taking  such  a  hig^  matter  upon  your  sole  answer, 
you  may  else  most  likely  incur." 

"  My  lords,"  said  El  Hakim,  «  I  understand  you 
well.  But  knowledge  hath  its  diampions  as  well 
as  your  military  art,  nay,  hath  s<nnetime»  had  its 
martyrs  as  weU  as  religion.  I  have  the  command 
of  my  sovereign,  the  Soldan  Saladin,  to  heal  this 
Nazarene  King,  and,  with  the  Messing  of  the  ¥p^ 
phet,  I  will  ohey  his  commands.  If  I  fail,  ye  wear 
swords  thirsting  for  the  Mood  of  the  ituthlk],  and 
I  proflfer  my  hody  to  your  weapons.  But  I  will  not 
reason  with  one  uncircumoised  upon  the  yirtue  of 
the  medicines  of  which  I  have  ohtained  knowledge, 
through  the  grace  of  the  Prophet,  and  I  pray  yoo 
interpose  no  delay  between  me  and  my  office." 

"  Who  talks  of  delay  ?"  said  the  Baron  de  Vam; 
hastily  entering  the  tent ;  "  we  have  had  but  t«e 
much  already. — I  salute  you,  my  Lord  of  Mont* 
serrat,  and  you,  valiant  Grand  Master.  But  I  musts 
presently  pass  with  this  learned  physician  to  the 
bedside  of  my  master." 
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•  ^  My  lord,**  said  the  Marquis,  m  Norman  Frenck, 
or  the  IsDgpoage  of  Oaie,  as  it  was  thca  called, 
'<  are  you  well  advised  that  we  came  to  expostulate 
on  the  part  of  the  Council  of  the  Monardis  and 
Priaces  of  the  Crasade,  against  the  risk  of  permit^ 
Uag  an  infidd  and  Eastern  physician  to  tamper  wi^ 
a  health  so  valoAble  as  that  of  your  master  King 
Richard?" 

<<  NobleXord  Marquv,"  replied  the  Englishman^ 
Uootiyy  <<  I  can  nmther  use  many  words,  nor  do  I 
4d%ht  in  listening  to  them^-^-moreorer,  I  am  mudi 
more  ready  to  helieve  what  my  eyes  hare  seen,  than 
what  my  ears  hare  heard.  I  am  satisfied  that  this 
headien  can  cure  the  sickness  of  King  Richard,  and 
I  believe  and  trust  he  will  labour  to  do  so.  Time 
is  precious.  If  Mahommed-^May  God's  cnr§e  be 
OB  him  I — stood  at  the  door  of  the  tent,  with  such 
fur  purpose  as  this  Adonbec  el  Hakim  entertains^ 
i  would  hold  it  sin  to  delay  him  for  a  minute— >So, 
gire  ye  God'en,  my  lords." 

**  Nay,  but,"  said  Gonrade  of  Montserrat,  **  the 
Kisg  hhnself  said  we  should  be  present  when  this 
same  physician  dealt  upon  him." 

The  baron  whii^ered  the  €^amberl»n,  probably 
to  know  whether  the  Marquis  spoke  truly,  and  then 
replied,  "  My  lords,  if  you  will  hold  your  patience, 
you  are  wdlcome  to  eater  with  us ;  but  if  you  in- 
terrupt, by  action  or  threat,  this  accomplished  phy- 
sician in  his  duty,  be  it  known,  that,  without  re- 
spect to  your  high  quality,  I  will  enforce  your  ab- 
sence from  Richard's  tent ;  for  know,  I  am  so  weH 
satisfied  of  the  virtue  of  this  man's  medicines,  that 
were  Richard  himself  to  r^nse  them  by  our  Ladf 
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of  Lftnerco8t>  I  think  I  eovAd  find  in  my  heart  to 
foroe  him  to  take  the  means  of  his  core  li^ther  he 
would  or  no.^— More  onward,  El  HakimJ* 

The  last  word  was  spoken  in  the  lingna  franca, 
and  instantly  obeyed  by  the  physician.  The  Grand 
Master  looked  grimly  on  the  unceremonious  old  sol-  ^ 
dier,  but,  on  exchanging  a  glance  with  the  Marqui% 
smoothed  his  frowning  brow  as  well  as  he  coiil4 
and  both  followed  De  Vaux  and  the  Arabian  into 
the  inner  tent,  where  Richard  lay  expecting  them, 
with  that  impatience  with  which  the  sick  patient 
watches  the  step  of  his  physician.  Sir  Kenneth, 
whose  attendance  seemed  neither  taked  nor  pro- 
hibited, felt  himself,  by  the  circumstances  in  which 
he  stood,  entitled  to  fdlow  these  high  dignitaries, 
but,^  conscious  of  his  inferior  power  and  rank,  re- 
mained aloof  during  the  scene  which  took  place. 

Richard,  when  they  entered  his  apartment,  im- 
mediately exclaimed,  <<  So  ho  I  a  goodly  fellowship 
come  to  see  Richard  take  his  leap  in  the  dark.— 
My  noble  allies,  I  greet  yon  as  the  representatiT-es 
of  (mr  assembled  league ;  Richard  will  again  be 
amongst  you  in  his  former  fashion,  or  ye  shall  bear 
to  the  grave  what  is  left  of  him* — De  Vaux,  lives 
he  or  dies  he,  thou  hast  the  thanks  of  thy  prince. 
— There  is  yet  another — but  this  fever  hath  wasted 
my  eyesight^- what,  the  bold  Scot,  who  would  climb 
Heaven  without  a  ladder  ? — ^he  is  welcome  too.— - 
Come,  Sir  Hakim,  to  the  w<Mrk,  to  the  work." 

The  physician,  who  bad  already  informed  him- 
self of  the  various  symptoms  of  the  King's  illness, 
now  felt  his  pulse  for  a  long  time,  and  with  deep  at« 
f  ention^  while  ail  around  stood  silent,  and  in  breath- 
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lets  expectation.  The  sage  next  filled  a  cnp  with 
spring  watar,  and  dfpt  into  it  the  small  red  purse, 
#&ich^  as  formerly,  he  took  from  his  bosom.  When 
he  seemed  to  dkink  it  sofficiently  medicated,  he  was 
about  to  i^er  it  to  the  sovereign,  who  prevented 
him,  by  saying,  <<  Hold  an  instant. — Thon  hast  feh 
my  pnlse — ^let  me  lay  my  finger  on  thine. — I  too, 
as  becomes  a  good  knight,  know  something  of  thine 
art. 

The  Arabian  yielded  his  hand  without  hesita- 
tion', and  his  long  slender  dark  fingers  were,  for  an 
instant,  enclosed,  and  almost  buried,  in  the  large 
enfbldment  of  King  Richard's  hand. 
'  ^  His  blood  beats  calm  as  an  infant's'* — said  the 
King;  **  so  tiirob  not  theirs  who  poison  princes. 
De  Yaux,  whether  we  live  or  die,  dismiss  this  Ha- 
kim with  honour  and  safety — Commend  us,  friend, 
to  the  noble  Saladin.  Should  I  die,  it  is  without 
donbt  of  his  faith — should  I  live,  it  will  be  to  thank 
Mm  as  a  warrior  would  desire  to  be  thanked." 

He  then  raised  himself  in  bed,  took  the  cup  in 
his  hand,  and,  turning  to  the  Marquis  and  the  Grand 
Master, — **  Mark  what  I  say,  and  let  my  royal 
brethren  pledge  me  in  Cyprus  wine — *  To  the  im- 
mortal honour  of  the  first  Crusader,  who  shall  strike 
knee  or  sword  on  the  gate  of  Jerusalem ;  and  to 
the  shame  and  eternal  infamy  of  whomsoever  shall 
torn  back  from  the  plough  on  which  he  hath  laid 
hishandl*"       ' 

He  drained  the  cup  to  the  bottom,  resigned  it  to 
tile  Arabian,  and  sunk  back,  as  if  exhausted,  upon 
the  cushions  which  were  arranged  to  receive  him 
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The  physician,  then,  with  silent  hut  expiessirf 
signs,  directed  that  all  should  leare  the  tent  except* 
mg  himself  and  De  Vaux,  whom  no  remonstrance 
could  induce  to  withdraw*  The  apartment  wai 
cleared  accordingly. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

And  now  I  will  undasp  a  secret  book. 
And,  to  your  quick-conoeiTiiid^  discontent, 
I'll  read  yon  matter  deep  and  dangerous. 

Hefwy  IV,  PmH  L 

The  Marquis  of  Mootserrat,  and  the  Grand 
Master  of  the  Knights  Templars,  stood  together  in 
the  front  of  the  royal  pavilion,  within  which  this 
singular  scene  had  passed,  and  beheld  a  strong 
pard  of  bills  and  bows  drawn  out  to  form  a  cirde 
aronnd  it,  and  keep  at  distance  all  which  might 
distarb  the  sleeping  monarch.  The  soldiers  wore 
the  downcast,  silent,  and  snllen  looks,  with  which 
they  trail  their  arms  at  a  funeral,  and  stepped  with 
soch  caution  that  you  could  not  hear  a  buckler  ring, 
•r  a  sword  clatter,  though  so  many  men  in  armour 
were  moying  around  the  tent.  They  lowered  their 
weapons  in  deep  reverence,  as  the  dignitaries  pass- 
ed through  their  files>  but  with  the  same  profound 
silence. 

**  There  is  a  change  of  cheer  among  these  island 
dogs,"  said  the  Grand  Master  to  Conrade,  when 
tliey  had  passed  Richard's  guards.  <<  What  hoarse 
tcmnilt  and  revel  used  to  be  before  this  pavilion  I 
AOQght  but  pitching  the  bar,  hurling  the  ball,  wrest- 
ling, roaring  of  songs,  dattering  of  wine-pots,  and 
quaffing  of  flagons,  among  these  burly  yeomen,  as 
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if  they  were  holding  gome  country  wake,  with  a 
Maypole  in  the  midst  of  them,  instead  of  a  royal 
standard." 

*-  Mastiffs  are  a  faithful  race,"  said  Conrade; 
<<  and  the  King  their  master  has  won  their  love  by 
being  ready  to  wrestle,  brawl,  or  revel  amongst  the 
foremost  of  them,  whenever  the  humour  seised 
him." 

<<  He  is  totally  compounded  of  humours,*'  said 
the  Grand  Master.  <<  Marked  you  the  pledge  be 
gave  us,  instead  of  a  prayer,  over  his  grace-cap 
yonder  ?" 

<<  He  would  have  felt  it  a  grace-cup,  and  a  well 
spiced  one  too,"  said  the  Marquis,  <<  were  Saladin 
like  any  other  Turk  that  ever  wore  turban,  or  turn- 
ed him  to  Mecca  at  call  of  the  Muezzin.  But  be 
affects  faith,  and  honour,  and  generosity, — as  if  it 
were  for  an  unbaptized  dog  like  him  to  practise  the 
yirtuous  bearing  of  a  Christian  knight  I  It  is  s^d 
he  hath  applied  to  Richard  to  be  admitted  within 
the  pale  of  chivalry." 

<<  By  Saint  Bernard!"  exclaimed  the  Grand 
Master,  <<  it  were  time  then  to  throw  off  our  belts 
and  spurs,  Sir  Conrade,  deface  our  armorial  bear- 
ings, and  renounce  our  bui^onets,  if  the  highest 
honour  of  Christianity  were  conferred  on  an  nn- 
christened  Turk  of  tenpence." 

<<  You  rate  the  Soldan  cheap,"  replied  the  Mar- 
quis ;  <<  yet  though  he  be  a  likely  man,  I  have  seen 
a  better  heathen  sold  for  forty  pence  at  the  bagnio." 

They  were  now  near  their  horses,  which  stood 
at  some  distance  from  the  royal  tent,  pranchig 
among  the  gallant  train  of  esquires  and  pages  by 
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whom  they  were  attended,  when  Conrade,  after  a 
moment's  pause,  proposed  that  they  should  enjoy 
the  coohiess  of  the  evening  breeze  which  had  arisen, 
and,  dismissing  their  steeds  and  attendants,  walk 
h(nnewards  to  their  own  quarters,  through  the  lines 
of  the  extended  Christian  camp.  The  Grand  Mas- 
ter assented,  and  they  proceeded  to  walk  together 
accordingly,  avoiding,  as  if  by  mutual  consent,  the 
more  inhabited  parts  of  the  canvass  city,  and  tracing 
the  broad  esplanade  which  lay  between  the  tents 
and  the  external  defences,  where  they  could  con- 
verse in  private,  and  unmarked,  save  by  the  sen- 
tinels as  they  passed  them. 

They  spoke  for  a  time  upon  the  military  points 
Had  preparations  for  defence ;  but  this  sort  of  dis- 
course, in  which  neither  seemed  to  take  interest,  at 
length  died  away,  and  there  was  a  long  pause,  which 
terminated  by  the  Marquis  of  Montserrat  stopping 
short,  like  a  man  who  has  formed  a  sudden  reso- 
lation,  and,  gazing  for  some  moments  on  the  dark 
inflexible  countenance  of  the  Grand  Master,  he  at 
length  addressed  bim  thus  i-^**  Might  it  consist  with 
year  valour  and  sanctity,  reverend  Sir  Giles  Amau- 
ry,  I  would  pray  you  for  once  to  lay  aside  the  dark 
vizor  which  you  wear,  and  to  converse  with  a  friend 
bapefaced." 

The  Templar  half-smiled. 

•*  There  are  light-coloured  masks,"  be  said,  "  as 
well  as  dark  vizors,  and  the  one  conceals  the  na« 
tural  features  as  completely  as  the  other." 

^^  Be  it  so,"  said  the  Marquis,  putting  his  hand 
to  his  chin,  and  withdrawing  it  with  the  action  (»f 
one  who  unmasks  himself;  <<  there  lies  my  disguise 
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And  now,  what  think  you,  as  touching  the  interests 
of  yoor  own  order,  of  the  prospects  of  this  Cmsade?** 

**  This  is  tearing  the  veil  from  mt/  thongfati 
rather  than  exposing  your  own,"  said  l^e  Grand 
Master ;  <<  yet  I  will  reply  with  a  parable  told  to 
me  by  a  santon  of  the  desert. — <  A  certain  farmer 
prayed  to  Heaven  for  rain,  and  mnrmured  when 
it  fell  not  at  his  need.  To  pumsh  his  impatience, 
Allah,'  said  the  santon,  *  sent  the  Euphrates  upon 
his  farm,  and  he  was  destroyed  with  all  his  posses- 
sions, even  by  the  granting  of  his  own  wishes.' " 

<<  Most  truly  spoken,"  said  the  Marquis  Comrade ; 
«  would  that  the  ocean  had  swallowed  up  nin^teei 
parts  of  the  armaments  of  these  western  princes  I 
what  remained  would  better  have  served  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Christian  nobles  of  Palestine,  the  wretch- 
ed remnant  of  the  Latin  Kingdom  of  Jerusalem, 
Left  to  ourselves,  we  might  have  bent  to  the  storm, 
or,  moderately  supported  with  money  and  troops, 
we  might  have  compelled  Saladin  to  respect  oar 
valour,  and  grant  us  peace  and  protection  on  easy 
terms.  But  from  the  extremity  of  danger  with 
which  this  powerful  Crusade  threatens  the  Soldan, 
we  cannot  suppose,  should  it  pass  over,  that  the 
Saracen  will  suffer  any  one  of  us  to  hold  posses- 
sions or  principalities  in  Syria,  far  less  permit  the 
existence  of  the  Christian  military  fraternities,  from 
whom  they  have  experienced  so  mudi  mischief." 

"  Ay,  but,"  said  the  Templar,  <<  these  adventu- 
reus  Crusaders  may  succeed,  and  again  plant  the 
Cross  on  the  bulwarks  of  Zion." 

^  And  what  will  that  advantage  either  the  Order 
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of  the  Templars,  or  Conrade  of  Montserrat  ?**  said 
tfae  Marquis. 

**Yon  it  may  advantage,**  replied  the  Grand 
Master.  <<  Conrade  of  Montserrat  might  become 
Conrade  King  of  Jerusalem.'* 

<<  That  sounds  like  something/'  said  the  Mar- 
qois,  "  and  yet  it  rings  but  hollow. — Godfrey  of 
Bouillon  might  well  choose  the  crown  of  thorns  for 
hig  emblem.  Grand  Master,  I  will  confess  to  you 
I  bare  caught  some  attachment  to  the  Ekistem  form 
of  government:  A  pure  and  simple  monarchy  should 
consist  but  of  King  and  subjects.  Such  is  the 
simple  and  primitive  structure — a  shepherd  and 
his  flock.  All  this  internal  chain  of  feudal  depen- 
dence is  artificial  and  sophisticated,  and  I  would 
ratiher  hold  the  baton  of  my  poor  marquisate  with 
a  firm  gripe,  and  wield  it  after  my  pleasure,  than 
the  sceptre  of  a  monarch,  to  be  in  e£Fect  restrained 
and  curbed  by  the  will  of  as  many  proud  feudal  ba- 
rons as  hold  land  under  the  Assize  of  Jerusalem.* 
A  King  should  tread  freely,  Grand  Master,  and 
should  not  be  controlled  by  here  a  ditch,  and  there 
a  fence — here  a  feudal  privilege,  and  there  a  mail- 
clad  baron,  with  his  sword  in  his  hand  to  maintain 
it.  To  sum  the  whole,  I  am  aware  that  Guy  de 
Lnsignan's  claims  to  the  throne  would  be  preferred 

*  The  AflsiMes  de  Jerusalem  were  the  digest  of  feudal  law, 
composed  ¥y  Godfrey  of  Boulogne,  for  the  govcmment  of  thcr 
Latin  kingdom  of  Palestine,  when  reconquered  from  the  Sara^ 
ceni  «  It  was  composed  with  advice  of  the  patriarch  and 
baram,  ike  clergy  and  laity,  and  is,"  says  the  historian  Gibbon, 
"  a  predotts  mooument  of  feudatory  Jurisprudenee^  founded 
upon  those  principle*  of  freedom  which  were  essential  to  tii^ 
tystan.* 
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to  iniue,  if  Richard  recovers,  and  has  aii^ht  to  fin.y 
in  the  choice." 

"  Enough,"  said  the  Grand  Master ;  "  thou  hasi 
indeed  convinced  me  of  thy  sincerity.  Others  may 
hold  the  same  opinions,  hut  few,  save  Conrade  of 
Montserrat,  dared  frankly  avow  that  he  desires  not 
the  restitution  of  the  kingdom  of  Jerusalen?^  hot 
rather  prefers  heing  master  of  a  portion  of  its  frag- 
ments ;  like  the  barbarous  islanders  who  labour 
not  for  the  deliverance  of  a  goodly  vessel  from  the 
billows,  expecting  rather  to  enrich  themselves  at 
the  expense  of  the  wreck." 

"  Thou  wilt  not  betray  my  counsel  ?"  said  Con- 
rade, looking  sharply  and  suspiciously.  <<  Know, 
for  certain,  that  my  tongue  shall  never  wrong  my 
head,  nor  my  hand  forsake  the  defence  of  either. 
Impeach  me  if  thou  wilt — I  am  prepared  to  defead 
myself  in  the  lists  against  the  best  Templar  who 
ever  laid  lance  in  rest." 

"  Yet  thou  start'st  somewhat  suddenly  for  so 
bold  a  steed,"  said  the  Grand  Master.  "  However, 
I  swear  to  thee  by  the  Holy  Temple,  which  our 
Grader  is  sworn  to  defend,  that  I  will  keep  counsel 
with  thee  as  a  true  comrade." 

"  By  which  Temple  ?"  said  the  Marquis  of  Mopt- 
serrat,  whose  love  of  sarcasm  often  outran  his  policy 
and  discretion ;  "  swearest  thou  by  that  on  the  hill 
of  Zion,  which  was  built  by  King  Solomon,  or  by 
that  symbolical,  emblematical  edifice,  which  is  said 
to  be  spoken  of  in  the  councils  held  in  the  vaults 
of  your  Preceptories,  as  something  which  infem 
the  aggrandisement  of  thy  valiant  and  venerable 
Order?" 
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The  Templar  scowled  upon  him  with  an  eye  of 
death,  hut  answered  calmly,  "  By  whatever  Temple 
I  swear,  he  assured,  Lord  Marquis,  my  oath  is 
s^icred^ — I  would  I  knew  how  to  hind  thee  hy  one 
of  equal  ohligation.** 

<<  I  will  swear  truth  to  thee,'*  said  the  Marquis^ 
langhing,  <<  by  the  E^Fs  coronet,  which  I  hope  to 
convert,  ere  these  wars  are  over,  into  something 
better.  It  feels  cold  on  my  brow,  that  same  slight 
coronal ;  a  duke's  cap  of  maintenance  were  a  bet- 
ter protection  against  such  a  night-breeze  as  now 
blows,  and  a  king's  crown  more  preferable  still, 
being  lined  with  comfortable  ermine  and  velvet.  In 
a  word,  our  interests  bind  us  together ;  for  think 
not.  Lord  Grand  Master,  that,  were  these  allied 
Princes  to  regain  Jerusalem,  and  place  a  king  of 
their  own  choosing  there,  they  would  su£Fer  your 
Order,  any  more  than  my  poor  marquisate,  to  retain 
the  independence  which  we  now  hold.  No,  by  Our 
Lady  I  In  such  case,  the  proud  Knights  of  Saint 
John  must  again  spread  plasters,  and  dress  plague- 
sores,  in  the  hospitals ;  and  you,  most  puissant  and 
venerable  Knights  of  the  Temple,  must  return  to 
your  condition  of  simple  men-at-arms,  sleep  three 
on  a  pallet,  and  mount  two  upon  one  horse,  as  your 
present  seal  still  expresses  to  have  been  your  an- 
cient most  simple  custom." 

•*The  rank,  privileges,  and  opulence  of  our  Order 
prevent  so  much  degradation  as  you  threaten,"  said 
the  Templar,  haughtily. 

"  These  are  your  bane,"  said  Conrade  of  Mont- 
seiTflt ;  "  and  you,  as  well  as  I,  reverend  Grand 
Master,  know,  that,  were  the  allied  Princes  to  be 
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•uccessfiil  in  Palestine,  it  i^ould  be  their  firat  pflM 
of  policy  to  abate  the  independence  of  your  Order, 
which,  but  for  the  protection  of  our  holy  father  the 
Pope,  and  the  necessity  of  employing  your  valour 
in  the  conquest  of  Palestine,  you  would  long  lUnco 
have  experienced.  Give  them  complete  success, 
and  you  will  be  flung  aside,  as  the  splinters  of  a 
broken  lance  are  tossed  out  of  the  tilt-yard." 

"  There  may  be  truth  in  what  you  say^"  said  the 
Templar,  darkly  smiling;  "  but  what  were  our 
hopes  should  the  allies  withdraw  their  forces,  and 
leave  Palestine  in  the  grasp  of  Saladin  ?" 

"  Great  and  assured,"  replied  Conrade ;  **  the 
Soldan  would  give  large  provinces  to  mamtam  at 
his  behest  a  body  of  well-appointed  Frankish  lanoes. 
In  Egypt,  in  Persia,  an  hundred  such  auxiHaries, 
joined  to  his  own  light  cavalry,  would  turn  the  bat- 
tle against  the  most  fearful  odds.  This  dependence 
would  be  but  for  a  time — ^perhaps  during  the  life  of 
this  enterprising  Soldan — but,  in  the  Eas^  ^npires 
arise  like  mushrooms.  Suppose  him  dead,  and  ut 
strengthened  with  a  constant  succession  of  fiery  and 
adventurous  spirits  from  Europe,  what  might  we 
not  hope  to  achieve,  uncontrolled  by  these  monarclis, 
whose  dignity  throws  us  at  present  into  the  shade 
— and,  were  they  to  remain  here,  and  succeed  in 
this  expedition,  would  willingly  consign  us  for  ever 
to  degradation  and  dependence  ?" 

"  You  say  well,  my  Lord  Marquis,"  said  the 
Grand  Master ;  <<  and  your  words  find  an  echo  in 
my  bosom.  Yet  must  we  be  cautious  ;  Philip  ai 
France  is  wise  as  well  as  valiant." 

^<  True,  and  will  be  therefore  the  more  easily 
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direfted  from  an  expedition,  to  which,  in  a  moment 
of  enthosiasm,  -or  urged  by  his  nobles,  he  rashly 
botind  himself.  He  is  jealous  of  King  Richard,  hi» 
natand  enemy,  and  longs  to  return  to  prosecute 
j^sns  of  ambition  nearer  to  Paris  than  Palestine. 
Any  feir  pretence  will  ^rve  him  for  withdrawing 
from  a  scene,  in  which  he  is  aware  he  is  wasting 
the  f<Nrce  of  his  kingdom." 
'."  And  the  Duke  of  Austria  ?"  said  the  Templar 
•<  Oh,  touching  the  Duke,"  returned  Conrade, 
"his  self-conceit  and  folly  lead  him  to  the  same 
conclusions  as  do  Philip's  policy  and  wisdom.  He 
conceives  himself,  God  help  the  while,  ungratefully 
treated,  because  men's  mouths, — even  those  of  his 
own  minne'Singers,* — are  filled  with  the  praises  of 
King  Richard,  whom  he  fears  and  hates,  and  in 
whose  harm  he  would  rejoice,  like  those  unbred 
dastardly  curs,  who,  if  the  foremost  of  the  pack  is 
Inirt  by  the  gripe  of  the  wolf,  are  much  more  likely 
to  assail  the  sufferer  from  behind,  than  to  come  to 
bis  assistance. — But  wherefore  tell  I  this  to  thee, 
save  to  show  that  I  am  in  sincerity  in  desiring  that 
this  league  be  broken  up,  and  the  country  freed  of 
these  great  monarchs  with  their  hosts  ?  and  thou 
well  knowest,  and  hast  thyself  seen,  how  all  the 
princes  of  influence  and  power,  one  alone  excepted, 
are  ei^er  to  enter  into  treaty  with  the  Soldan." 

**  I  acknowledge  it,"  said  the  Templar ;  «  he  were 
blind  that  had  not  seen  this  in  their  la^t  delibera- 
tions.   But  lift  yet  thy  mask  an  inch  higher,  and 

*  The  German  minstreb  were  so  terrned. 
VOL.  XXXVIII.  U 
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tell  me  thy  real  reason  for  pressii^  upon  Ibe  CovBr 
dl  that  Northern  Englishman,  or  Sco^  <Mr  whalever 
you  call  yonder  Knight  of  the  Leopardf  to  carry 
their  proposals  for  a  treaty  ?'* 

**  There  was  a  policy  in  it,"  replied  the  Italiaa ; 
'*  his  character  of  native  of  Britain  was  snffioieiit 
to  meet  what  Saladin  reqniriBd,  who  hnaw  him  to 
helong  to  the  band  of  Richard,  while  bisohanictoe 
x>f  Scot,  and  certain  other  personal  grudges  idiich 
I  wot  of,  rendered  it  most  nnlikely  that  our  eskvoj 
should,  on  his  return,  hold  any  oonununication  with 
the  sickrbed  of  Richard,  to  whom  his  presence  was 
erer  unacceptable.'* 

^*  Oh,  too  fine-spun  policy,**  said  the  Grand 
Master ;  <<  trust  me,  that  Italian  spiders*  webs  will 
never  bind  this  unshorn  Samson  of  the  Isle-*-well 
if  you  can  do  it  with  new  cords^  and  those  of  tbe 
toughest.  See  you  not  that  the  envoy  wh<Hn  yoa 
have  selected  $o  carefoUy,  hath  brought  us,  in  this 
physician,  the  means  of  restoring  the  lion-hearted, 
bull-necked  EInglishman,  to  prosecute  his  GmsadiBg 
enterprise ;  and,  so  soon  as  he  is  able  once  more  to 
rush  on,  which  of  the  princes  dare  hold  back  ?-^ 
They  must  follow  him  for  very  shapie^  although 
they  would  march  under  the  banner  of  Sataii  u 
soon." 

**  Be  content,**  said  Conrade  of  Mootserrat; 
<<  ere  this  physician,  if  he  work  by  any  thing  short 
of  miraculous  agency^  can  accomplish  Richard's 
cure,  it  may,  be  possible  to  put  some  open  rupture 
betwixt  the  Frenchman,  at  least  the  Austrian,  and 
his  allies  of  England,  so  that  the  breach  shall  be 
irreconcilable ;  and  .  Richard  may  arise  from  1m^ 
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bed,  perhaps  to  eommand  his  own  natire  troops, 
but  nerer  again,  hj  bis  sole  energy,  to  wield  the 
fores  of  the  whole  Oosade." 

**  Thou  art  a  willing  archer,"  said  the  Templar  * 
'*  hat,  Conrade  of  Montserrat,  diy  how  is  orer  slack 
te  eaAy  an  arrow  to  the  mark." 

He  then  stopt  short,  east  a  snqiieioas  glance  to 
we  ^t  no  one  overheard  him,  and  taking  Conrade 
by  the  hand,  pressed  it  eagerly  as  he  looked  the 
Italian  in  the  face,  and  repeated  slowly, — "  Rich- 
ard arise  from  his  bed,  say'st  thoa  ? — Conrade,  he 
mint  never  arise  I" 

The  Marquis  of  Montserrat  started— <<  What  I 
^spoke  yon  of  Richard  of  England — of  Cceur  de 
Lion — the  champion  of  Christendom  ?** 

His  cheek  turned  pale,  and  his  knees  trembled  as 
be  spoke.  The  Templar  looked  at  him,  with  his 
iron  visage  contorted  into  a  smile  of  contempt. 

**  Know*st  thou  what  thou  look'st  like,  Sir  Con- 
rade, at  this  moment?  Not  like  the  politic  and 
nliant  Marquis  of  Montserrat---not  like  him  who 
would  direct  the  Council  of  Princes,  and  determine 
the  hte  of  empires — ^but  like  a  novice,  who»  stum- 
Uif^  upon  a  oonjuratiott  in  his  master's  book  of 
gramarye^  has  raised  the  devil  when  he  least  thought 
of  it,  and  now  stands  terrified  at  the  spirit  which 
appears  befcnre  him.** 

^  I  grant  yon,"  said  Conrade,  recovering  him^ 
•elf,  **  that-sunless  some  other  sure  road  could  be 
discovered — ^thon  hast  hinted  at  that  which  leads 
most  direct  to  our  purpose.  But,  blessed  Mary  I 
we  shall  become  the  curse  of  all  Europe,  the  male- 
diction of  every  one,  from  the  Pope  on  his  throne 
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to  the  rery  h^gwr  mt  the  church  gate,  who,  ragifed 
and  leprous,  in  the  last  extremity  of  human  wretdi- 
edness,  shall  bless  himself  that  he  is  neither  Giles 
Amaury,  nor  Gonrade  of  Montserrat." 

^<  If  thoQ  takest  it  thus,"  said  the  Grand  Master, 
with  the  same  composure  which  characterised  him 
all  through  this  remarkable  dialogue,  <<  let  ns  hold 
there  has  nothing  passed  between  ns— -that  we  hare 
spoken  in  our  sleep — ^have  awakened,  and  the  ▼ision 
is  gone." 

<<  It  nerer  can  depart,"  answered  Gonrade. 

"  Visions  of  ducal  crowns  and  kingly  diademi 
are,  indeed,  somewhat  tenacious  of  their  place  in  the 
imagination,"  replied  the  Grand  Master. 

"  Well,"  answered  Gonrade,  "  let  me  bnt  first 
try  to  break  peace  between  Austria  and  England." 

They  parted. — Gonrade  remained  standing  stiU 
upon  the  spot,  and  watching  the  flowing  white  doak 
of  the  Templar,  as  he  stalked  slowly  away,  and 
gradually  disappeared  amid  the  fast-sinking  dark;- 
ness  of  the  Oriental  night.  Proud,  ambitious,  un- 
scrupulous, and  politic,  the  Marquis  of  Montserrat 
was  yet  not  cruel  by  nature.  He  was  a  voluptuary 
and  an  epicurean,  and,  like  many  who  profess  this 
character,  was  arerse,  even  upon  selfish  motires, 
from  inflicting  pain,  or  witnessing  acts  of  cruelty; 
and  he  retained  also  a  general  sense  of  respect  ftff 
his  own  reputation,  which  sometimes  supplies  the 
want  of  the  better  principle  by  which  reputation  is 
to  be  maintained. 

<<  I  have,"  he  said,  as  his  eyes  still  watched  the 
point  at  which  he  had  seen  the  last  slight  ware  of 
the  Templar's  mantle, — <<  I  have,  in  truth,  raised 
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fhe  devU  with  a  vengeance  I  Who  would  hav6 
dMnght  this  stern  ascetic  Grand  Master,  iHiose 
wli(^  fortoiie  and  misfortune  is  merged  in  that  ol 
Iris  order,  would  be  willing  to  do  more  for  its  ad- 
rancement,  than  I  who  labour  for  my  own  inte- 
rest? To  chedc  this  wild  Crusade  Vas  my  motive, 
indeed,  but  I  durst  not  think  on  the  ready  mode 
which  this  determined  priest  has  dared  to  suggest 
—yet  it  b  the  surest — perhaps  even  the  safest.*' 

Such  were  the  Marquis's  meditations,  when  his 
muttered  soliloquy  was  broken  by  a  voice  from  a 
little  distance,  whidi  proclaimed  with  the  empha- 
tic tone  of  a  herald, — <<  Remember  the  Holy  Se- 
pidchrer 

The  exhortation  was  echoed  from  post  to  post, 
ior  it  was  the  duty  of  the  sentinels  to  raise  this  cry 
from  time  to  time  upon  their  periodical  watch,  thil 
the  host  of  the  Crusaders  might  alwaya  have  in 
tbeir  remembrance  the  purpose  of  their  being  in 
anns«  But  though  Conrade  was  familiar  with  the 
custom,  and  had  heard  the  warning  voice  on  all 
former  occasions  as  a  matter  of  habit ;  yet  it  came 
at  the  present  moment  so  strongly  in  contact  with 
his  own  train  of  thought,  that  it  seemed  a  voice 
from  Heaven  warning  him  against  the  iniquity 
which  his  heart  meditated.  He  looked  arowid 
amdonsly,  as  if,  like  the  patriarch  of  old,  though 
frtMn  very  different  circumstances,  he  was  expect- 
ing some  ram  caught  in  a  thicket — some  substitu- 
tion for  the  sacrifice,  which  his  comrade  proposed 
to  oflPer,  not  to  the  Supreme  Being,  but  to  the  Mo- 
Unk  of  their  own  ambition.  As  he  looked,  the 
broad  folds  of  the  ensign  of  England^  heavily  dis- 
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tending  itsebf  to  the  failing  nig^t-breeze,  canglit 
his  eje.  It  was  displayed  upon  an  artificial  mound, 
nearly  in  the  midst  of  the  camp,  which  perhaps  of 
old  some  Hebrew  chief  or  champion  had  chosen  as 
a  memorial  of  his  place  of  rest.  If  so,  the  name 
was  now  forgtttten,  and  the  Grosa<kn  had  chris- 
tened it  Saint  Creorge's  Mount,  because  frmn  that 
commanding  height  the  banner  of  England  was 
supereminently  displayed,  as  if  an  emblem  of  sore- 
reignty  over  the  many  distinguished,  noble^  and  even 
royal  ensigns,  which  floated  in  lower  situations. 

A  quick  intellect  like  that  of  Conrade  catches 
ideas  from  the  glance  of  a  moment.  A  single  look 
on  the  standard  seemed  to  dispel  the  uncertainty 
of  mind  which  had  affected  him.  He  walked  to 
his  pavilion  with  the  hasty  and  determined  step  of 
one  who  has  adopted  a  plan  which  he  is  resolved 
to  achieve,  dismissed  the  almost  princely  train  whe 
waited  to  attend  him,  and,  as  he  committed  MBt- 
self  to  his  couch,  muttered  his  amended  resolntioii, 
that  the  milder  means  are  to  be  tried  b^ore  tlM 
more  desperate  are  resorted  to. 

"  To-morrow,**  he  said,  «  I  sit  at  the  board  W 
the  Archduke  of  Austrii^<-we  will  see  what  can 
be  done  to  advance  our  purpose,  before  prosecirtiiig 
the  dark  suggestions  of  this  Templar." 
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CHAPTER  XL 

One  thing  is  certain  in  our  Northern  lancU 
ABow  that  birth,  or  valour,  wealth,  or  wit, 
Ghn  each  yreoedeilce  to  their  possessor, 
£pyy,  that  foUows  on  such  oaoinence, 
As  comes  the  lyme-hound  on  the  roehook's  tracer 
Shall  pun  them  down  each  one. 

Sui  David  Lindsat. 

Leopold,  Grand  Duke  of  Austria,  was  the  first 
possessor  of  that  noble  eoimtry  to  whom  the  princely 
raak  h^onged.  He  had  been  raised  to  the  ducal 
sway  in  the  German  empire,  on  account  of  his  near 
r^sliootUp  to  the  Emperor,  Henry  the  Stem,  and 
held  under  his  government  the  finest  provinces  which 
am  wtttered  by  the  Danube.  His  character  has 
been  stained  in  history,  on  account  of  one  action  of 
violenoe  and  perfidy,  which  arose  out  of  these  very 
transactions  in  the  Holy  Land ;  and  yet  the  shame 
of  having  made  Richard  a  prisoner,  when  he  re- 
turned through  his  dominions,  unattended,  and  in 
disguise,  was  not  one  which  flowed  from  Leopold's 
natural  disposition.  He  was  rather  a  Mreak  and  a 
vtin,  than  an  ambitious  or  tyrannical  prince.  His 
mental  powers  resembled  the  qualities  of  his  per« 
•on.  He  was  tall,  strong,  and  handsome,  with  a 
complexion  in  which  red  and  white  was  strongly 
contrasted,  and  had  long  flowing  locks  of  ^Eur  hair. 
Bvt  there  was  an  awkwardness  in  his  gait;  which 
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seemed  as  if  his  size  was  not  animated  by  energy 
snfficient  to  pat  in  motion  sach  a  mass ;  and  in  tii«» 
same  manner,  wearing  the  richest  dresses,  it  always 
seemed  as  if  they  became  him  not.  As  a  prince, 
be  appeared  too  little  familiar  with  his  own  dig- 
nity, and  being  often  at  a  loss  how  to  assert  his 
authority  when  the  occasion  demanded  it,  he  fre- 
quently thought  himself  obliged  to  recover,  by  acts 
and  expressions  of  ill-timed  violence,  the  {;ronnd 
which  might  have  been  easily  and  gracefully  mani- 
tained  by  a  little  more  presence  of  mind  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  controversy. 

Not  only  were  these  deficiencies  visible  to  others, 
but  the  Archduke  himself  could  not  but  sometimes 
entertain  a  painful  consciousness  that  he  was  not 
altogether  fit  to  maintain  and  assert  the  high  rank 
which  he  had  acquired  ;  and  to  this  was  joined  the 
strong,  and  sometimes  the  just  suspicion^  that  others 
esteemed  him  lightly  accordingly. 

When  he  first  joined  the  Crusade,  with  a  most 
princely  attendance,  Leopold  had  desired  much  to 
enjoy  tlie  friendship  and  intimacy  of  Richard,  and 
had  made  such  advances  towards  cultivating  his 
regard,  as  the  King  of  England  ought,  in  policy,  to 
have  received  and  answered.  But  the  Archduke) 
though  not  deficient  in  bravery,  was  so  infinitely 
inferior  to  Goeur  de  Lion  in  that  ardour  of  mind 
which  wooed  danger  as  a  bride,  that  the  King  very 
soon  held  him  in  a  certain  degree  of  contempt 
Richard,  also,  as  a  Norman  Prince,  a  people  with 
whom  temperance  was  habitual,  despised  ^e  in- 
clination of  the  German  for  the  pleasures  of  the 
table^  and  particularly  his  liberal  indulgence  in  dw 
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m  pf  ynne»  For  these,  and  other  pemonal  rea* 
pons,  the  King  of  England  very  soon  looked  upon 
the  Anstrian  Prince  with  feelings  of  contempt, 
which  he  was  at  no  pains  to  conceal  or  modify,  and 
which,  therefore,  were  speedily  remarked,  and  re- 
turned with  deep  hatred,  by  the  suspicious  Leopold. 
The  discord  between  them  was  fanned  by  the  se^ 
cret  and  politic  arts  of  Philip  of  France,  one  of  the 
most  sagacious  monarchs  of  the  time,  who,  dread- 
ing the  fiery  and  overbearing  character  of  Richard, 
considering  him  as  his  natural  rival,  and  feeling 
offended,  moreover,  at  the  dictatorial  manner  in 
which  he,  a  vassal  of  France  for  his  continental 
domains,  conducted  himself  towards  his  liege  lord, 
endeavoured  to  strengthen  his  own  party,  and  weak- 
en that  of  Richard,  by  uniting  the  Crusading  princes 
of  mferior  degree,  in  resistance  to  what  he  termed 
the  usurping  authority  of  the  King  of  England 
Sach  was  the  state  of  politics  and  opinions  enter- 
tained by  the  Archduke  of  Austria,  when  Conrade 
of  Montserrat  resolved  upon  employing  his  jealousy 
of  England  as  the  means  of  dissolving,  or  loosen- 
ing at  least,  the  league  of  the  Crusaders. 

The  time  which  he  chose  for  his  visit  was  noon, 
and  the  pretence,  to  present  the  Archduke  with 
some  choice  Cyprus  wine  which  had  lately  fallen 
into  his  hands,  and  discuss  its  comparative  merits 
with  those  of  Hungary  and  of  the  Rhine.  An  in** 
timation  of  his  purpose  was  of  course  answered  by 
a  courteous  invitation  to  partake  of  the  Archducal 
meal,  and  every  effort  was  used  to  render  it  fitting 
the  splendour  of  a  sovereign  prince.  Yet,  the  re- 
ined taste  of  the  Italian  saw  more  cumbrous  pro* 
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fbsion,  dum  elegance  or  splendour,  in  the  dispkf 
of  proYuions  under  which  the  board  groaned. 
'  The  Germans,  though  still  possessing  the  martial 
and  frank  character  of  their  ancestors,  who  subdued 
the  Roman  empire,  had  retained  withal  no  slight 
tinge  of  their  barbarism.  The  practices  and  prin- 
ciples of  chivalry  were  not  carried  to  such  a  nice 
pitch  amongst  them,  as  amongst  the  French  and 
English  knights,  nor  were  they  strict  observers  of 
the  prescribed  rules  of  society,  which  among  those 
nations  were  supposed  to  express  the  height  of  ci- 
vilisation. Sitting  at  the  table  of  the  Archduke^ 
Conrade  was  at  once  stunned  and  amused,  with 
the  dang  of  Teutonic  sounds  assaulting  his  ears  on 
all  sides,  notwithstanding  the  solemnity  of  a  prince* 
ly  banquet.  Their  dress  seemed  equally  ^uitastio 
to  him,  many  of  the  Austrian  nobles  retaining  theif 
long  beard<(,  and  almost  all  of  them  wearing  short 
jerkins  of  various  colours,  cut,  and  flourished,  and 
fringed,  in  a  manner  not  common  in  Western  Bn- 
rope. 

Numbers  of  dependents,  old  and  young,  attend- 
ed in  the  pavilion,  mingled  at  times  in  the  conver- 
sation, received  from  their  masters  the  relics  of  the 
entertainment,  and  devoured  them  as  they  stood 
behind  the  backs  of  the  company.  Jesters,  dwar&, 
and  minstrels,  were  there  in  unusual  numbers,  and 
more  noisy  and  intrusive  than  they  were  permitted 
to  be  in  better  regulated  society.  As  they  w«re 
allowed  to  share  freely  in  the  wine,  which  flowed 
round  in  large  quantities,  their  licensed  tumult  w«i 
the  more  excessive. 

All  this  while,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  damoni  and 
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eonfafflon,  which  would  better  have  become  a  Ctor* 
man  tarern  during  a  fair,  than  the  tent  of  a  sove- 
reign prince,  the  Archdnke  was  waited  apon  with 
a  ninoteness  of  form  and  observance,  which  showed 
hsrw  anxions  he  was  to  maintain  rigidly  the  state 
and  character  to  which  his  elevation  had  entitled 
him.  He  was  served  on  the  knee,  and  only  by 
pages  of  noble  blood,  fed  upon  plate  of  silver,  and 
drank  his  Tokay  and  Rhenish  wines  from  a  cup  of 
gdd.  His  do<»l  mantle  was  splendidly  adorned 
with  ermine,  his  coronet  might  have  equalled  in 
rahie  a  royal  crown,  and  his  feet,  cased  in  velvet 
ihoes  (the  length  of  which,  peaks  included,  might 
be  two  feet),  rested  upon  a  footstool  of  solid  silver. 
Bat  it  served  partly  to  intimate  the  character  of 
the  man,  that,  although  desirous  to  show  attention 
to  the  Marquis  of  Montserrat,  whom  he  had  cour- 
Moosly  placed  at  his  right  hand,  he  gave  much  more 
•f  his  attention  to  his  spruehsprecher,  that  is,  his 
aian  of  conversation,  or  aa^  ofsaf/ings^  who  stood 
behind  the  Duke's  right  shoulder. 

This  personage  was  well  attired,  in  a  doak  and 
doublet  of  black  velvet,  the  last  of  which  was  de« 
eorated  with  various  silver  and  gold  coins,  stitched 
upon  it,  in  memory  of  the  munificent  princes  who 
had  conferred  them,  and  bearing  a  short  staff,  to 
which  also  bunches  of  silver  coins  were  attached  by 
rings,  which  he  jingled  by  way  of  attracting  atten- 
tion, when  he  was  about  to  say  any  thing  which  he 
judged  worthy  of  it  This  person's  capacity  in  the 
household  of  the  Archduke,  was  somewhat  betwixt 
that  of  a  minstrel  and  a  counsellor ;  he  was  by  turns 
a  flatterer,  a  poet,  and  an  (urator ;  and  those  who 
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desired  to  be  well  with  the  Duke,  generally  studied 
to  gain  the  good-will  of  the  sprtich'Sprecher. 

Lest  too  mnch  of  this  officer's  wisdom  should  he^ 
come  tiresome,  the  Duke's  other  shoulder  was  oe<* 
copied  by  his  hoff-narr^  or  comt  jester,  called  Jonas 
Schwanker,  who  made  almost  as  mnch  noise  with 
his  fool's  cap,  bells,  and  bauble,  as  did  the  orator, 
or  man  of  talk,  with  his  jingling  baton. 

These  two  personages  threw  out  grave  and  comic 
nonsense  alternately,  while  their  master,  laughing 
or  applauding  them  himself,  yet  carefully  watdied 
the  countenance  of  his  noble  guest,  to  discern  wbst 
impressions  so  accomplished  a  cavalier  received  from 
this  display  of  Austrian  eloquence  and  wit.  It  is 
hard  to  say  whether  the  man  of  wisdom  or  the  man 
of  folly  contributed  most  to  the  amusement  of  die 
party,  or  stood  highest  in  the  estimation  of  their 
princely  master ;  but  the  sallies  of  both  seemed  ex- 
cellently well  received.  Sometimes  they  became 
rivals  for  the  conversation,  and  clanged  their  flap- 
pers in  emulation  of  each  other,  with  a  most  ahffm- 
ing  contention ;  but,  in  general,  they  seemed  on  sach 
good  terms,  and  so  accustomed  to  support  each 
other's  play,  that  the  spruch-sprecJier  often  conde- 
scended to  follow  up  the  jester  s  witticisms  with  an 
explanation,  to  render  them  more  obvious  to  the 
capacity  of  the  audience ;  so  that  his  wisdom  be* 
came  a  sort  of  commentary  on  the  buffoon's  folly* 
And  sometimes,  in  requital,  the  hoff-narr^  with  a 
pithy  jest,  wound  up  the  conllusion  of  the  orator's 
tedious  harangue. 

Whatever  his  real  sentiments  might  be,  Conrade 
took  especial  care  that  his  countenance  should  ex« 
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press  nothing  but  satisfaction  with  what  he  heard, 
and  smiled  or  applauded  as  zealously,  to  all  appear- 
ance, as  the  Archduke  himself,  at  the  solemn  folly 
of  the  tpruch-sprechery  and  the  gibbering  wit  of  the 
fooL  In  £Eict,  he  watched  careftilly  until  the  one  or 
other  should  introduce  some  topic,  favourable  to  the 
purpose  which  was  uppermost  in  his  mind. 

It  was  not  long  ere  the  King  of  England  was 
brought  on  the  carpet  by  the  jester,  who  had  been 
aocDstomed  to  consider  Dickon  of  the  Broom  (which 
irreverent  epithet  he  substituted  for  Richard  Plan- 
tagenet)  as  a  subject  of  mirth,  acceptable  and  inex- 
haustible. The  orator,  indeed,  was  silent,  and  it 
vas  only  when  applied  to  by  Gonrade,  that  he  ob- 
served, "  The  ffenista,  or  broom-plant,  was  an  em- 
blem of  humility  ;  and  it  would  be  well  when  those 
who  wore  it  would  remember  the  warning." 

The  allusion  to  the  illustrious  badge  of  Planta- 
genet  was  thus  rendered  sufficiently  manifest,  and 
Jonas  Schwanker  observed,  that  they  who  humbled 
themselves  had  been  exalted  with  a  vengeance. 

"  Honour  unto  whom  honour  is  due,"  answered 
the  Marquis  of  Montserrat ;  *^  we  have  all  had  some 
part  in  these  marches  and  battles,  and  methinks 
other  princes  might  share  a  little  in  the  renown 
which  Richard  of  England  engrosses  amongst  min- 
strels and  minne-singers.  Has  no  one  of  the  Joy- 
euse  science  here  present  a  song  in  praise  of  the 
royal  Archduke  of  Austriai  our  princely  enter 
tainer?" 

Three  minstrels  emulously  stepped  forward  with 
Toice  and  harp.  Two  were  silenced  with  difficulty 
by  the  spruch'Sprecherf  who  seemed  to  act  as  master 
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of  the  revels,  and  a  hearing  was  at  length  procared 
for  the  poet  preferred,  who  sung,  in  high  German, 
staniag  which  may  be  thus  translated  i-^ 

WhtX  braye  chief  shall  head  the  foroe^ 
Where  the  recUcroas  legions  gather? 

Best  of  horsemen,  best  of  horses. 
Highest  head  and  i/drest  feather. 

Here  the  orator,  jingling  his  staff,  intermpted  the 
bard  to  intimate  to  the  party,  what  they  might  not 
have  infSerred  from  the  description,  that  their  royal 
host  was  the  party  indicated,  and  a  fcdl  crowned 
goblet  went  romid  to  the  acclamation — Hoch  Idfe 
der  Herzog  Leopold  f   Another  stanza  followed. 

Ask  not  Austria  why,  midst  princes, 

Still  her  banner  rises  highest ; 
Ask  as  well  the  strong-wing'd  eagle, 

Why  to  Heayen  he  soars  the  nighest. 

"  The  eagle,**  said  the  expounder  of  dark  say- 
ings, *<  is  the  cognizance  of  our  noble  lord  the  Arch- 
duke*—of  his  royal  Grace,  I  would  say — and  the 
eagle  flies  the  highest  and  nearest  to  the  sun  of  all 
the  feathered  creation." 

«  The  lion  hath  taken  a  spring  above  the  eagle,** 
said  Conrade,  carelessly. 

The  Archduke  reddened,  and  fixed  his  eyes  on 
the  speaker,  while  the  sprach-sprecher  answered, 
after  a  minute's  consideration,  <<  The  Lord  Marquis 
will  pardon  me — a  lion  cannot  fly  above  an  eagle, 
because  no  lion  hath  got  wings/' 

<<  Except  the  Hon  of  Saint  Mark,**  responded  the 
jester. 

«<  That  is  the  Venetian's  banner,"  said  the  Duke ; 
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**  but  assuredlyt  thftt  amphibtoas  race,  half  noUOT, 
lialf  merchants,  will  not  dare  to  place  their  rank  in 
comparisoii  with  ours  ?*' 

**  Nay,  it  was  not  of  the  Venetian  lion  thai  I 
9poke/'  said  the  Marquis  of  Montserrat ;  <<  bat  of 
the  three  liens  passant  of  England^-^rmerly,  it  is 
sud,  they  were  leopards,  but  now  they  are  become 
lions  at  all  points,  and  must  take  precedence  of 
beast,  fish,  or  fowl,  or  woe  worth  the  gainstander/' 

<<  Mean  you  seriously,  my  lord  ?"  said  the  Aos- 
trian,  now  ocmsiderably  flushed  with  wine ;  ^  think 
you  that  Richard  of  England  asserts  any  pre-eaii« 
neoee  over  the  free  soyereigns  who  have  been  his 
voluntary  allies  in  this  Crusade  ?'' 

**  I  know  not  but  from  dreomstances,'*  answer- 
ed Gonrade ;  **  yonder  bangs  his  bannar  alone  in 
the  midst  of  our  camp,  as  if  he  were  king  and  ge 
naralissimo  of  our  whole  Christian  army.*' 

*<  And  do  you  endure  this  so  patiently,  and  speak 
of  it  so  coldly  ?"  said  the  Archduke. 

"  Nay,  ray  lord,"  answered  Conrade,  ^<  it  cannot 
ooneem  the  poor  Marquis  of  Montserrat  to  contend 
against  an  injury,  patiently  submitted  to  by  such 
potent  princes  as  Philip  of  France  and  Leopold  ot 
Austria*  What  dishonour  you  are  pleased  to  sub- 
mit tO)  cannot  be  a  disgrace  to  me.*' 

Leopold  dosed  his  fist,  and  struck  on  the  table 
with  violence. 

<<  I  have  told  Philip  of  this,"  he  said ;  <<  I  have 
often  told  him  that  it  was  our  duty  to  protect 
the  inferior  princes  against  the  usurpation  of  this 
islander — but  he  answers  me  ever  with  cold  re- 
spects of  their  relations  together  as  suzerain  and 
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rnmX,  audi  dial  it  wereunpdi^  in  bift  tmiuku 
an  open  breach  at  this  time  and  period.''^ 

^  Tbe  world  hums  that  Philip  is  wis^*^  «ud 
Conrade,  **  and  wtSI  jndg^e  his  subtniasioQ  to  be 
policy. — Yours,  my  lord,  yea  can  yoorsdf  akyne 
accoQBt  fbr  ;  bat  I  doabt  not  yon  hwre  de^  rea- 
sons for  sabmitlHig^  to  English  dominataoii." 

**  I  sabrait  I''  said  Leopold,  incBgoantly^*-^'  1 
the  Arehdake  (^  Anstrta,  so  important  and  tital 
a  limb  of  the  Holy  Roman  empire^— /eobmit  my- 
self to  this  King  of  half  an  island — this  grandson  of 
a  Ncnrman  bastard  I*— -No,  by  Hearen  1  The  eamp, 
and  all  Christendom,  shall  see  that  I  know  how  to 
right  myself,  and  wheUier  I  yield  groond  one  inch 
to  the  ]&iglish  bandog.^ — Up,  my  lieges  and  merry- 
men,  up  and  fii^ow  me  I  We  will--»and  that  witlh 
oat  losing  one  instant — place  the  eagle  <^  Anslrb, 
where  she  shall  float  as  high  as  ever  floated  the 
eogniianee  of  Idng  or  kaisar." 

With  that  he  started  from  his  seat,  and,  amidst 
the  tnmultuoas  cheering  of  his  guests  and  follow- 
ers, made  for  the  door  of  the  pavilkm,  and  smed 
his  own  banner,  which  stood  pitched  before  it. 

<<  Nay,  my  lord,"  said  Conrade,  sMeciiing  to  ia^ 
terfere,  <<  it  will  blemish  yoor  wisdom  to  make  an 
affray  in  the  camp  at  this  hour,  and  perhaps  it  is 
better  to  submit  to  the  usmpadon  of  England  a 
little  longer  than  to" 

**  Not  an  hour — ^not  a  moment  longer,"  vocife- 
rated the  Duke ;  and,  with  the  banner  in  his  hand, 
and  fi^owed  by  his  shouting  guests  and  attend- 
ants,  marched  hastily  to  the  central  mount,  from 
which  the  banner  of  England  floated,  and  laid  his 
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kad  m  tiie  standard-^peor,  as  if  to  pliMlc  ilfrom 
the  ground. 

^  My  master,  ray  dear  master!"  said  Jonas 
Hcfawaaker,  tfarowing  his  arms  aboirt  the  Ihike-^ 
«^lttke  heed-*lioBs  hare  tee&" 

**  And  elites  have  claws,"  said  the  Duke,  not 
reHnquishing  his  hold  on  the  banner-staff,  yet  he- 
sitating to  pidl  it  from  the  ground. 

Tbe  c^aker  of  sentences,  notwithstanding  such 
Wis  his  occupation,  had  nevertheless  some  inter- 
tab  of  sound  sense.  He  clashed  his  staff  loudly, 
and  Leopold,  as  if  by  habit,  turned  his  head  to- 
wards his  man  of  counsel. 

*<  The  eagle  is  king  among  the  fowls  of  the  air,*' 
said  yie  ^E^rtfcA-jpreeAar,  ^<  as  is  the  lion  among  the 
leasts  of  the  field-^-each  has  his  dominion,  separa- 
ted as  wide  as  England  and  Germany— 4o  thou, 
noMe  eagle,  no  dishonour  to  the  princely  lion,  but 
let  your  banners  remain  floating  in  peace  side  by 

Leopold  withdrew  his  hand  from  the  banner- 
q^ear,  and  looked  round  for  Conrade  of  Montserrat, 
but  he  saw  him  not ;  for  the  Marquis,  so  soon  as 
he  saw  the  mischief  afoot,  had  withdrawn  himselP 
from  the  crowd,  taking  care,  in  the  first  place,  to 
express  before  several  neutral  persons  his  regret, 
that  the  Archduke  should  have  chosoi  the  houri; 
after  dinner  to  avenge  any  wrong  of  which  he  might 
think  he  had  a  right  to  complain.  Not  seeing  his 
giiefl1;,-to  whem  he  wished  more  particularly  to  have 
addressed  himself,  the  Atr^duke  said  aloud,  that, 
baring  no  wish  to  breed  dissHision  in  the  army  of 
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the  Ctm^t  h«  dtd  but  vindicate  fais  owii']^rtvil^«i 
and  right  to  stand  upon  an  equality  witb  Ae'Kiag 
of  England,  without  desiring,  as  he  might  have 
done,  to  advance  his  banner,  wbtcb  he  dfirived'filMa 
Emperors,  his  progenitors,  above  thiit  of  a  tMn 
descendant  of  the  Counts  of  Anjon ;  and,  in  'the 
meantime,  be  commanded  a  cask  of  vrtne  to-^iw 
brought  hitber  and  pierced,  for  regaling'  tin  by* 
sta^ders,  wbo,  with  tuck  of  dmm  and  aoubd  oi 
music,  qnafiPed  many  a  carouse  round  tlie  AnsttM 
standard. 

This  disorderiy  scene  was  not  acted  wifbbilt  t 
degree  of  noise,  which  alarmed  the  whole  canq^. 

The  critical  hour  had  arrived,  at  wbich  the  phy- 
sician, accordUng  to  the  rules  of  bis  art,  had  pt^dkl^ 
ed  that  bis  royal  patient  might  be  awakened' wM 
safety,  and  the  sponge  bad  been  applied  fot*  tink 
purpose ;  and  the  leech  had  not  made  many  <4>ser- 
vati<ms  ere  he  assured  the  Baron  of  Oilsland  thsk 
the  fever  bad  entirely  left  his  sovereign,  and  dllt 
such  was  the  happy  strength  of  bis  conatitutidi)  il 
would  not  be  even  necessary,  as  in  most  6«^ 
to  give  a  second  dose  of  the  powerful  medidM> 
Richard  himself  seemed  to  be  of  the  same  opiiiiol> 
for,  sitting  vp  and  rubbing  his  eyes,  he  deAuuiM 
of  De  Vaux  what  present  sum  of  money  was  in  ^ 
royal  coffers. 

The  baron  could  not  exa«5tly  inform  him  of  the 
amount. 

<*  It  matters  not,"  said  Richard ;  «  be  it  greater 
or  smaller,  bestow  it  all  on  this  learned  lee<^  wiM 
bath,  I  trust,  given  me  back  again  to  the  service  of 
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lli^4QniiMide«i  If  at  be  4m8  tbaa.  u  thduMnd  bysants^ 
Ijpl  Unt  JUIV9  jewels  to  make  H  ap/' 

^^ifl  tM  not  the  vriickMn  wilb  which  Allah  hai 
«a40iiedi  me,**  aatwered  the  Arabian  phynidan ; 
<^aiid«be.|t  Jinowo  to  yoOf  greal  Prince,  diat  the 
ditine  medicine,  of  which  yon  have  partaken,  wonUI 
lMe.ft8.>^ecta  lA  my  unworthy  luindfl,  did  I  ex- 
cidnf^  itfit  viritiQs  either  for  g<^d  or  diamondfl.'* 
: « H  fTbe  Phtysieiaii  refngeth  a  gratuily  I"  said  De 
Vauxto  himteifk  *^  This  is  more  extraordinary 
tiian  his  being  an  hundred  years  old.*' 
.  'h'Thoinas4e  Vaax,'*  said  Richard,  **  thou  know- 
est  no  coarage  but  what  belongs  to  the  sword,  no 
i)OWlty.  and  rittms  bot  what  are  osed  in  chiTalry — I 
tiU^bee  that  this  Moor,  in  his  independence,  might 
let^an  example  to  them  who  account  themselves  the 
hirer  of  knighdieod." 

. "  It  is  reward  enough  for  me,**  said  the  Moor, 
fohHog  his  arms  <m  his  bosom,  and  maintaining  an 
•ttflude  at  once  respectful  and  dignified,  <<  that  so 
greatly  King  as  the  Melech  Ric*  should  thus  speak 
of  Jms  servaBt.^-But  now,  let  me  pray  yon  again  to 
coiep^e  yourself  OB  y4(mr  oouoh  $  for  though  I  diink 
them  needs  no  fai^r  repetition  of  the  divine 
dmugbt^  yet  ]i]|jury  might  ensue  firom  any  too  early 
«xcftia9>«re  your  strength  be  enthrely  restored'^. 

**  I  must  obey  thee.  Hakim,"  said  the  King; 
'^yel  bdieve  me,  my  bosom  feels  so  free  from  the 
wasting  fire,  which  for  so  many  days  hath  scorched 
il^ilhat  I  care  not  hoW  soon  I  expose  it  to  a  brave 
amis  limce^-r-^But  hark  I  what  mean  t^ese  shoats« 

*  Ridiard  wm  thus  dUled  by  th«  C«itteni  natiiMia. 
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Mid  that  distaot  raogic^  m  the  camp  ?  Cra,  Thooiaq 
de  Vaux,  and  make  enquiry/' 

*<  It  is  the  Archduke  Leopold/'  said  De  Vmn^ 
returning  after  a  minute*8  absence,  <<  who  makes 
with  his  pot-companions  some  procession  through 
the  camp." 

<<  The  drunken  fool  I"  exclaimed  King  Rickar^f 
*^  can  he  not  keep  his  brutal  inebriety  within  the 
veil  of  his  pavilion,  that  he  must  needs  show  his 
shame  to  all  Christendom? — What  say  you^  Sir 
Marquis  ?"  he  added,  addressing  himself  to  Con- 
rade  of  Montserrat,  who  at  that  moment  ^sterf^ 
the  tent. 

<<  Thus  much,  honoured  Prince,'*  answered  tfaft 
Marquis,  <<  that  I  delight  to  see  your  Majesty  so 
well,  and  so  far  recovered ;  and  that  is  a  long  speech 
for  any  one  to  make  who  has  partaken  of  the  Daks 
of  Austria's  hospitality." 

<'  What !  you  have  been  dining  with  the  T&k* 
tonic  wine-skin,"  said  the  monarch ;  "  and  whit 
frolic  has  he  found  out  to  cause  all  this  disturbance? 
Truly,  Sir  Conrade,  I  have  still  held  you  so  good  s 
reveller,  that  I  wonder  at  your  quitting  the  game." 

De  Vaux,  who  had  got  a  little  behind  the  King, 
now  exerted  himself,  by  look  and  sign,  to  make  the 
Marquis  understand  that  he  should  say  nothing  to 
Richard  of  what  was  passing  without.  But  Oon- 
rade  understood  not,  or  heeded  not,  the  prohibition. 

*<  What  the  Archduke  does,"  he  said,  **  is  of 

little  consequence  to  any  one,  least  of  all  to  himseliv 

since  he  probably  knows  not  what  he  is  acting-*' 

yet,  to  say  truth,  it  is  a  gambol  I  should  nc^  like 

o  share  in,  since  he  is  pulling  down  the  banner  of 
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J^gkutt  ft&tn  Sahit  Geoi^e«  Mount  in  die  ceiitr«« 
of  Ui6  camp  yonder,  and  displaying  his  own  in  its 
stead.** 

»  What  say'st  tfaon  ?"  said  the  King,  In  a  tone 
which  ttiglit  hare  waked  the  dead. 

"  Nay,"  said  the  Marquis,  "  let  it  not  chafe  your 
Highness,  that  a  fool  should  act  according  to  his 
mf^ 

"  Speak  not  to  me,"  sud  Richard,  springing  from 
hif  couch,  and  casting  on  his  clothes  with  a  dispatch 
which  seemed  marvellous — **  speak  not  to  me,  Lord 
Marquis  ! — De  Multon,  I  command  thee  speak  not 
»  word  to  me — he  that  breathes  but  a  syllable,  is 
1M  friend  to  Richard  Plantagenet. — Hakim,  be 
silent,  I  charge  thee  I" 

All  this  while  the  King  was  hastily  clothing  him- 
8^,  iand,  wiUi  the  last  word,  snatched  his  sword 
from  the  pillar  of  the  tent,  and  without  any  other 
weapon,  or  calling  any  attendance,  he  rushed  out 
of  the  tent  Oonrade,  holding  up  his  hands,  as  if 
in  astonishment,  seemed  willing  to  enter  into  con- 
versation widi  De  Vaux,  but  Sir  Thomas  pushed 
rudely  past  him,  and  calling  to  one  of  the  royal 
equehries,  said  hastily,-^"  Fly  to  Lord  Salisbury's 
quarters,  and  let  him  get  his  men  together,  and  fol- 
low me  instantly  to  Saint  George's  Mount.  Tell 
him  the  King's  fever  has  left  his  blood,  and  settled 
in  his  brain." 

Imperfectly  heard,  and  still  more  imperfectly 
comprehended,  by  the  startled  attendant  whoni  De 
Vault  addressed  thus  hastily,  the  equerry  and  hit 
^HoW'^servants  of  the  royal  chamber  rushed  hastily 
Into  the  tents  of  the  neighbouring  nobility,  and 
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4|ttiekly  i|>read  an  «lanD»  at  gemsfaltMlliifc/cam 
•eemed  vague,  (hrougli  tlie  whoU  Britiili  Mui. 
The  English  soldiers,  waked  in  alarm  fkomikaA 
noon-day  rest  wluch  the  heat  of  the  idtosate  Ittd 
taught  them  to.  enjoj  as  a  luxury,  hast^y^Mked 
each  other  the  cause  of  tfaw  tomnlty  and,  wiAoat 
waiting  an  answer,  suf^lied  by  tkeiatce  of  llieir 
own  fancy,  the  want  of  information.  Some  said  #m 
Saraoens  wwe  ia  ^e  camp,  some  that  tiie  Khi^s 
life  was  attempted,  some  tiiat  he  had  died  ef  the 
IWer  the  preceding  night,  many  tfaAt  he  was  assas- 
sinated hy  the  Duke  of  Austria.  Tlie  n«bki9afe^ 
officers,  at  an  equal  loss  with  the  common  men  id 
ascertain  the  real  cause  of  the  disorder,  kbdared 
only  to  get  their  followers  under  arms  and  na^ 
authority,  lest  their  rasbnass  fthonkk  docaMoo  iome 
great  miirf<nrtune  to  the  Crusadiiq^  army,  mn^tf- 
lisfa  trumpets  sounded  loud,  shrill,  and  continuoeMty. 
The  alarm-cry  of  <<  Bows  and  hills — bows  andtifitf 
was  heard  from  quarter  to  quarter,  again  and  agKia 
shouted,  and  again  and  again  answered  by^tle 
presence  of  the  ready  warriors,  and  tbeir  natkMid 
invocation,  «  Saint  (George  for  merry  Englmidr 
The  alarm  went  through  the  nearest  quiurleref 
the  camp,  and  men  of  all  the  rarious  nalsons  a6cM* 
bled,  where,  perhaps,  every  people  in  Gkristeiidoii 
bad  their  representatives,  flew  to  mtns,  land  dttm 
together  under  circumstances  of  general  confMoli, 
of  which  they  knew  neither  th#  cause  nor  th^  eb- 
jeet.  It  was,  howevw,  lucky,  amid  a  soen^  «> 
threatening,  that  the  Earl  of  Sa^sbury,  while*  i^ 
bmried  afiter  De  Vaux's  summons,  wiUi  a  few  enljr 
of  the  readiest  Eagtisb  men^t-arms,  ^^recll»d'4Ms 
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fffllaf  tfifrEsfilkk  Iioft  to  be  drawn  up  anA  kepi 
under  »nSy  te  adfmioe  to  Ricbard'e  eneeour  if  ne- 
cenky  .should  re^oirey  but  in  it  arrays  and  under 
^  jDommand^  and  not  with  the  tumaltaary  haste 
i^ich  their  c^wn  alarm,  and  seal  for  the  King's 
.mkHsfy  might  hare  dictated. 
.  {n  the  meanwhile,  withont  regarding  for  one 
instant  die  shouts^  the  cries,  the  tumolt,  which  be- 
p/n  ts0  thicken  around  him,  Richard,  with  his  dress 
in  the  last  disorder^  and  his  sheathed  blade  under 
hit  arniy  pursued  his  way  with  the  utmost  speed, 
Mlewed.only  by  De  Vaux,  and  one  or  two  house- 
hoU  servant  to  Saint  6eeige*s  Mount. 

lieoutsped  eren  die  alarm  which  his  impetno- 
w$f  paly  had  excited^  and  passed  the  quarter  of  his 
^wn  gaUant  troops  of  Normandy,  Poitou,  Gaseony, 
mi;  Anjou,  before  the  disturbance  had  reached 
ik^m%  although  the  noise  accompanying  the  Ger- 
Bum  reyel  had  induced  many  of  the  soldiery  to  get 
fip  £f>ot  to  listen.  The  handful  of  Scots  were  ako 
qi^artered  in  die  Ticiaity,  nor  had  they  been  dis- 
turbed by  the  uproar*  But  the  King^s  person,  and 
his  haste,  were  both  remarked  by  the  Knight  of 
the  I^eopard,  who,  aware  that  danger  must  be  afoot, 
ind  hastening  to  share  in  it,  snatched  his  shield  and 
iWQird,  and  united  himself  to  De  Vaux,  who  with 
same  difficulty  kept  with  his  in^tient  and  fiery 
Qwster*  De  Vaux  answered  a  look  of  curiosity^ 
whi^  the;  Scottish  knight  directed  towards  him, 
vith  a  shrOg  of  his  broad  shoulders,  and  they  cen« 
tmued,  side  by  side,  to  pursue  Richard's  steps. 

The  King  was  soon  at  the  foot  <^  Saiirt  George's 
Jlfom$9ih0  9fA»9  as  wdl  as  platform  of  which  wer« 
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now  surroonded  lind  crowded,  partly  by  those  1)^ 
longing  to  the  Duke  of  Austria's  retinae,  wlio  ¥en 
celebratting,  with  shouts  of  jubilee,  the  act  wUch 
they  considered  as  an  assertion  of  national  honoidr ; 
partly  by  bystanders  of  different  nations,  whom 
dislike  to  the  English,  or  mere  curiosity,  had  assent'* 
bled  together,  to  witness  the  end  of  these  extraor- 
dinary proceedings.  Through  this  disorderly  troop 
Richard  burst  his  way,  like  a  goodly  ship  under 
full  sail,  which  cleaves  her  forcible  passage  through 
the  rolling  billows,  and  heeds  not  that  they  unite 
after  her  passage,  and  roar  upon  her  stern. 

The  summit  of  the  eminence  was  a  small  level 
space,  on  which  were  pitched  the  rival  banners, 
surrounded  still  by  the  Archduke's  Mends  and 
retinue.  In  the  midst  of  the  circle  was  Leopold 
himself,  still  contemplating  with  self-satisfaction 
the  deed  he  had  done,  and  still  listening  to  the 
shouts  of  applause  which  his  partisans  bestowed 
with  no  sparing  breath.  While  he  was  in  this  state 
of  self-gratulation,  Richard  burst  into  the  cirde^ 
attended,  indeed,  only  by  two  men,  but  in  his  own 
headlong  energies  an  irresistible  host. 

<<  Who  has  dared,**  he  said,  laying  his  hands 
upon  the  Austrian  standard,  and  speaking  in  a 
voice  like  the  s6und  which  precedes  an  earthquake; 
'<  who  has  dared  to  place  this  paltry  rag  beside  the 
banner  of  England  ?*' 

The  Archduke  wanted  not  personal  courage, 
and  it  was  impossible  he  could  hear  this  question 
without  reply.  Yet,  so  much  was  he  troubled  and 
surprised  by  the  unexpected  arrival  of  Richard, 
and  affected  by  the  general  awe  inspired  by  bit 
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mdent  and  unyielding  character,  that  the  demand 
S'as  twice  repeated^  in  a  tone  vhich  seenied  to 
thaUenge  heaven  and  earth,  ere  the  Archduke  re- 
plied with  such  firmness  as  he  could  comnuuid,  <<  It 
was  I,  Leopold  of  Austria." 

"  Then  shall  Leopold  of  Austria,'*  replied  Ri- 
chard, <<  presently  see  the  rate  at  which  his  hanner 
and  his  pretensions  are  held  hy  Richard  of  EiUg- 
land." 

.  So  saying,  he  pulled  up  the  standard-spear,  splin« 
tered  it  to  pieces,  threw  the  hanner  itself  on  the 
ground,  and  placed  his  foot  upon  it. 

^  Thus,"  said  he,  <<  I  trample  on  the  banner  of 
Austria — Is  there  a  knight  among  your  Teutonic 
ehivalry,  dare  impeach  my  deed  ?*' 

There  was  a  momentary  silence ;  but  there  are 
00  hrayer  men  than  the  Germans. 

<<  I,**  and  <'  I,"  and  «  I,"  was  heard  from  several 
knights  of  the  Duke*s  followers ;  and  he  himself 
added  his  voice  to  those  which  accepted  the  King 
of  England's  defiance. 

«  Why  do  we  dally  thus  ?"  said  the  Earl  Wal- 
lenrode,  a  gigantic  warrior  from  the  frontiers  of 
Hungary :  «  Brethren,  and  noble  gentlemen,  this 
man's  foot  is  on  the  honour  of  your  country — Let 
U8  rescue  it  from  violation,  and  down  with  the  pridi^ 
of  England  r* 

So  saying,  he  drew  his  sword,  and  struck  at  the 
King  a  blow  which  might  have  proved  fatal,  ha<l 
not  the  Scot  intercepted  and  caught  it  iqM>n  his 
shield. 

^  I  have  sworn,"  said  King  Richard — and  his 
tiufie  was  heard  above  all  the  tumult,  which  now 
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was»d  wiU  and  laiid-*><<  nerer  to,  str9seooe/iidbiM 
shoulder  beacy  the  eross ;  therefore  live^  W«Uili- 
Kode-^-bot  live  to  remeinber  Riduurd  of  Ekif^d." 

A$  he. spoke,  he  grasped  the  tidl  3niiyipn 
round  the  waist,  and,  unmatched  in  wrestHng^^as 
in  other  militarjr  exercises,  hurled  him  hadcvrards 
ndth  such  violence  that  the  mass  Hew  as  if  disciiv* 
ged  from  a  military  engine,  m^  only  throngk  ^ 
ring  of  spectators  who  witnessed  the  extraordtnT^r 
scene,  hut  ar&t  the  edgpe  of  the  mount  itself  doiim 
the  steep  nde  of  which  Wallenrode  rolled  headleag, 
until,  pitching  at  length  upon  his  shoulder,  beti^ 
located  the  bone,  and  lay  like  one  dead.  This^  al- 
most supernatural  display  of  strength  did  iiot«a- 
courage  either  the  Duke  or  any  of  his  foHowws, 
to  renew  a  personal  contest  so  inau^ieioasly  com- 
menced. Those  who  stood  farthest  bade  dtd^  in- 
deed, clash  their  swords,  and  cry  <mt,  <f  Cirt  ^ 
i^and  mastiff  to  pieces  r  but  those  who  were  nesr- 
^,  veiled,  perhaps,  their  personal  laars  imd^^  an 
affected  regard  for  order,  and  cried,  for  ike  mM 
partt  <<  Peacel  peace!  the  peace  of  the  Crossi--^ 
peace  of  Holy  Ohurdi,  and  our  Father  the  Fop^r 

These  various  cries  of  Uie  assailants,  coBtradid- 
ing  each  other,  showed  their  irreselntimi^  wiule 
Riduurd,  his  foot  still  on  the  ardiducal  bmuier, 
glared  round  him,  with  an  eye  that  seemed  to  seek 
an  enemy,  and  from  which  the  imgry  nobles  dmndc 
appalled^  as  from  the  threatened  grasp  of  a  lioii. 
De  Vaux  and  the  Kn^ht  of  the  Leopard  kept  their 
places  beside  him ;  and  though  the  swords  whidi 
$bey  held  were  still  sheathed,  it  was  plain  that  they 
were  prompt  to  protect  Richard's  persmi  to  the  veer' 
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r4u^««iidtimr1^seaiicl  remarkdble  ntatngA  jrimialj 
Miw4A  ihiB  defence  wonld  be  a  desp&m^mt^ 
n^Si^Bbti^  and  hi» mUendanttweie also  now  drair- 
mgiwrnKty-witk  billfl  and  par^Mnt  loaiidifliedy  and 
Immto  idread^r  bended. 

f\A^^MM  iaommit^  King  PlnHp  of  Fraaeey  atlrad* 
ttdtby  oae-er  two  of  his  noblen,  came  on  the  plat- 
ftmn  jto'eaqnire  the  canse  of  the  distnrbanee,  and 
made  gestures  of  snrprae  at  finding  the  King  of 
JlDgland  mised  £rom  his  Mck-bed,  and  confronting 
tWt  eonunon  ally  the  Duke  of  Austria,  in  such  a 
■isnaeing  and  insulting  posture.  Richard  himsdf 
Unshed  at  bekig  discorered  by  Philip,  whose  sa- 
gacity^ he  respected  as  much  as  he  disliked  his  per- 
•MVia  an  attitude  nei^er  becoming  his  character 
as  a  monarchy  nor  as  a  Cmsader;  and  it  was  ob- 
served that  he  withdrew  his  foot,  as  if  accidentaUy, 
frsm^  the  dishonoured  banner,  and  exchanged  hia 
kek  of  violent  emotion  for  one  of  affected  comp^ 
snre  and  indifference.  Leopold  idso  struggled  to 
aMsin  some  degree  of  calmness,  mortified  as  he  was 
by  having  been- seen  by  Philip  in  the  act  of  pass-* 
ilreljr  submitting  to  the  insults  of  the  fi^ry  Kingef 


Possessed  of  many  of  those  royal  qnidities  fat 
whMk  he  was  termed  by  his  subjects  the  August, 
n^q>  asight  be  termed  the  Ulysses,  as  Richard 
wsrindisputably  the  Achilles,  of  the  Crusade.  The 
King  of  France  was  sagacious,  wise,  deliberate  ia 
council,  steady  and  calm  in  action,  seeing  dearly, 
and  steadHy  pursuing,  the  measures  most  for  the 
intarest  of  his  kiogdoRh— Signified  and  royal  in  his 
d^ortmeat)  brave  m  p^'son^  but  ap^itician  rather 
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than  n,  i^^rrior.  Tke  Crusade  would-  have  Imshjio 
chom  of  hill  OHTiu  but  the  spirit  was  contegictuBi 
and  the  expedition  was  enforced  upon  kirn  bj-the 
church,  and  by  the  unanimous  wish  of  his  noUikyi 
In  any  other  situation,  or  in  a  milder  age,  hu  cha-» 
r$cter  might  have  stood  higher  than  that  of  the 
adrenturoiiis  Coeur  de  JLion.  But  m  the  C^rusadsi 
itself  an  undertiddng  wholly  irraitional»  sound  rea^ 
son  was  the  quality,  of  all  others,  least  estimaied, 
and  the  chlralric  yaWur  which  both  the  ag<e  and 
the  enterprise  demanded,  was  considered  as  deb»* 
sed,  if  mingled  with  the  least  touch  of  discretion. 
So  that  the  merit  of  Philip,  compared  with  that  id 
his  haughty,  riyal,  showed  like  the  dear  but  minute 
flame  (^  a  lamp,  placed  near  the  gkre  of  a  huge 
biasing  torch,  which,  not  possessing  half  the  utility^ 
makes  ten  times  more  impression  on  the  eye.  Pld« 
lip  felt  his  inferiority  in  public  ofMnion,  with  the 
p^  natural  to  a  high-spirited  prince ;  and  it  can* 
not  be  wondered  at  if  he  took  such  oj^rtunities 
as  offered,  for  placing  his  own  character  in  more 
advantageous  contrast  with  that  of  his  rivaL  The 
present,  seemed  one  of  those  occasions,  in  which 
prudence  and  calmness  might  reasonably  expect  to 
triumph  over  obstinacy  and  impetuous  violence. 

«  Wliat  means  this  unseemly  broil  betwixt  the 
sworn  brethren  of  the  Cross — the  royal  Majesty  of 
England  and  the  princely  Duke  Leopold  ?  How 
is  it  possible  that  those  who  are  the  chiefs  and  pik» 
lars  of  thb  holy  expedition" 

'*  A  truce  with  thy  reuMmstrance,  Fraace,**  said 
Richard,  enraged  inwardly  at  finding  himselt' placed 
on  a  sort  of  equality  with  Leopold,  yet  not  knoii* 
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Hig  k»w  to  resent  it,-^^  this  duke,  ot  prince,  i» 
pyiuvtf  you  will,  hath  been  iiis<rient»  aiid  I  havo 
ehtstited  him-^^hat  is  all.  Here  is  a  coil,  fonooth, 
hecanse  of  spaming  a  hoand !'' 

<^  Majestj  of  France/'  said  the  Duke,  <<  I  appeal 
to  yoQ  and  every  sorermgn  prince  against  the  foul 
bdignity  whidi  I  have  sostained.  This  King  of 
England  hath  pulled  down  my  banner — torn  and 
tmi^led  on  it/' 

<<  Bectiuse  he  had  the  audacity  to  plant  it  beside 
mine."  said  Ridiard. 

<«  My  rank  as  Ihine^  equal  entided  me/'  replied 
ike  Dake,  emboldened  by  the  presence  of  IHiilip. 

>^  Assert  sudi  equality  for  thy  p^-son/'  said  King 
Bidiard,  «'  aad^  by  Saint  Gr^rge,  I  will  treat  thy 
person  as  I  did  tbf  broidered  kerchief  there,  fit  but 
for  the  meanest  use  to  which  kerchief  may  be  put.*' 

^  Nay,  hot  patience,  brother  of  England,"  said 
Philip,  ^  and  I  will  presently  show  Austria  that 
he  is  wroi^  in  this  mattw; — Do  not  think,  noble 
Duke,"  he  continued,  <<  that,  in  permitting  the 
sladdard  of  England  to  occupy  the  highest  point 
in  our  camp,  we,  the  independent  sovereigns  of  the 
Crusade,  acknowledge  any  inferiority  to  the  royal 
Richard,  It  were  inconsistent  to  think  so ;  since 
even  the  oriflamme  itself — the  great  banner  of 
iVanoe,  to  which  the  royal  Richard  himself,  in  re- 
spect of  his  French  possessions,  is  but  a  vassal- 
holds  £or  the  present  an  inferior  place  to  the  Lions 
of  England.  But  as  sworn  brethren  of  the  Cross, 
military  pilgrims,  who,  laying  aside  the  pomp  and 
pride  of  ^s  world,  are  hewing  with  our  swords  the 
way  to  the  Holy  Sepulchre  I  myself,  and  the  other 
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prineeis  bare  rendtmeed  to  King  fRdk^MyfArit 
respect  to  hii  high  renoTm  and  great  feats  tj^shail 
that  precedence,  wiik^  elsewhere,  and  npo^'Wtlier 
motiTeSy  would  not  have  lieen  yielded.  I  am  sAtis^ 
fied,  that  wken  yoor  royal  grace  of  Anstrift  albfl 
hare  considered  this,  yon  will  express  sorrow  ^ 
having  placed  yonr  Imnner  on  this  spot,  aiid  Hha^ 
the  royal  Mi^esty  of  England  will  then  gire'^tlci* 
faction  for  the  insult  he  has  offered.** 

The  sprueh'Spreeher  and  the  jester  had*  hoth 
retired  to  a  safe  distance  when  matters  seemed 
coming  to  hlows,  hut  returned  when  words,  their 
own  commodity,  seemed  again  about  to  become  the 
order  of  the  day. 

The  man  of  proverbs  was  so  delighted  with  Phi- 
lip's politic  speech,  that  he  dashed  his  baton  at  the 
condusion,  by  way  of  emphasis,  and  forgot  the  pre- 
sence in  which  he  was,  so  far  as  to  say  aloud,  that 
he  himself  had  never  said  a  wiser  thing  in  his  life. 

"  It  may  be  so,"  whispered  Jonas  Schwankefr, 
<<  but  we  shall  be  whtpt  if  you  speak  so  loud.** 

The  Duke  answered  sullenly,  that  he  would  refer 
his  quarrel  to  the  General  Council  of  the  Crusade 
»— a  motion  which  Philip  highly  applauded,  as  qua- 
iled to  take  away  a  scandal  most  harmful  to  Chris 
tendom.  '  ^ 

Richard,  retaining  the  same  careless  attitude, 
listened  to  Philip  until  his  oratory  seemed  exhaust^ 
ed,  and  then  said  aloud,  <^  I  am  drowsy — this  fbved^ 
hangs  i^ut  me  still.  Brother  of  France,  thou  art 
acquainted  with  my  humour,  and  that  I  have  at  ail 
times  but  few  words  to  spare — know,  therefore,  at 
once,  I  will  submit  a  mattor  touching  the  horfeur 
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of,  jS^gi^idy  iwitker  to  Prince.  Pope,  nor  Ceuneil. 
fff^-^  stands  my  banner — whatsoerer  pennon  shall 
hietjreared  withb  three  butts*  length  of  it — ay,  wers 
it^jtbe  oriflamme,  of  whidi  you  were,  I  think,  but 
now;  peaking,  shall  be  treated  as  iJiat  dishonoured 
Q^;  nor  will  I  yield  other  satisfaction  than  diat 
wUoh  these  poor  limbs  can  render  in  the  lists  t« 
any  bold  challenge— ay,  were  it  against  ^re  eham* 
pioDs  instead  of  one.'* 

^<  r^owy"  said  the  jester,  whisp^ing  his  compa- 
mon»  ^*  that  is  as  complete  a  piece  of  folly,  as  if  I 
myself  had  said  it — but  yet,  I  think,  there  may  be 
in  this  matter  «  grater  fool  than  Richard  yet." 

"  And  who  may  that  be  ?"  asked  die  man  of 

."  Philip,**  said  the  jester,  <<  or  our  own  Royd 
Duke,  should  either  accept  Uie  challenge — But  oh, 
most  sage  spruch-sprechery  what  excellent  kings 
wqidd  thou  and  I  hare  made^  since  those  on  whose 
heads  these  crowns  have  ^cdlen,  can  play  the  pro- 
verb-monger and  the  fool  as  completely  as  onr- 
•elresT 

While  diese  worthies  plied  their  offices  apart, 
PhiUp  answered  calmly  to  the  afanost  injurious  de- 
fiaiioe  of  Richard, — '<  I  came  not  hither  to  awaken 
firesh  quarrels,  contrary  to  the  oath  we  have  sworn, 
aii4  the  holy  cause  in  whidi  we  have  engaged.  I 
part  from  my  brother  of  England  as  brothers  should 
part,  and  the  only  strife  between  the  Lions  of  Eng- 
land and  die  Lilies  of  France  shidl  be,  which  shall 
be  (»iTied  deepest  into  the  ranks  of  die  infidels." 

//  U  IS  a  bargain,  my  royal  brother,**  said  Rich- 
ard, stretching  out  his  hand  with  all  the  franknesa 
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which  belonged  to  his  rakh  hntrgeneroas  &ff6k1iB^rfi 
<<  and  soon  may  we  have  the  opportunity  to  try  ^U 
galUint  and  fraternal  wager/' 

^'  Let  this  noble  Ihdce  also  partake  in  the  Men^- 
ship  of  this  happy  moment,^  said  Philip ;  and  "^M 
INike  approached  half-snllenly,  half-willing  to  enter 
into  some  accommodation.  ^^ 

<*  I  think  not  of  fools,  nor  of  their  folly,*'  siii 
Richard,  carelessly ;  and  the  Archduke,  turning^ his 
back  on  him,  withdrew  from  the  ground. 

Richard  looked  after  him  as  he  retired.  ' 

**  There  is  a  sort  of  glow-worm  courage,"  he  aat^ 
*'  that  shows  only  by  night.  I  must  not  leaye*thli 
banner  nnguarded  in  darkness — ^by  daylight  the  16^ 
of  the  Lions  will  alone  defend  it.  Here,  Thomai 
of  Gilsland,  I  give  thee  the  charge  of  the  standarSj 
— watch  over  the  honour  of  England,*' 

«  Her  safety  is  yet  more  dear  to  me,"  swd  Oe 
Vaux,  <'  and  the  Hfe  of  Richard  is  the  safety^i^ 
England — I  must  have  your  Highness  back  to  ydiff 
tent,  and  that  without  further  tarriance." 

"  Thou  art  a  rough  and  peremptory  nurse,  *D^ 
Vaux,'*  said  the  King,  smiling;  and  then  addedf 
addressing  Sir  Kenneth,  <<  Valiant  Scot,  I  owetlijjj 
a  boon,  and  I  will  pay  it  richly.  There  stands  ^ 
banner  of  Ekigland !  Watch  it  as  a  novice  does  Hflf 
Itrmour  on  the  night  before  he  Is  dubbed — Stir  net 
from  it  three  spears'  length,  and  defend  it  Witi  tft/V 
body  against  injurj^  or  insult — Sound  thy  bnglel'ff 
„  thou  art  assailed  by  ihore  than  three  at  once.  Ddlf 
thou  undertake  the  charge  ?*'  ' 

«  Willingly,"  said  Kenneth ;  «*and  wlfl  diichai^ 
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^  return  hither  instantly*" 

The  Kings  of  France  and  England  then  took 
fi^nnal  leave  of  each  other,  hiding,  under  an  appear- 
9m»  of  oonrtety,  the  grounds  of  complaint  which 
ei^er  had  against  thet  pther^-Bichard  agiunst  Phi- 
lip, for  what  he  deemed  an  officious  interference 
betwixt  him  and  Austria,  and  Philip  against  Cceur 
I  de  liion^  for  the  disrespectful  manner  in  which  his 
mediation  had  been  received.  Those  whom  this 
disturbance  had  assembled,  now  drew  o£P  in  dif^r* 
eat  directions,  leaving  the  contested  mount  in  the 
qnae  solitude  which  had  subsisted  till  interrupted 
by  ^he  Austrian  bravado.  Men  judged  of  the  events 
of  the  day  according  to  their  partialities ;  and  while 
the  English  charged  the  Austrian  with  having  af- 
forded the  first  ground  of  quarrel,  those  of  other 
i^ens  concurred  in  casting  the  greater  blame  uppii 
tbe  insular  haughtiness  and  assuming  character  of 
Richard* 

**  Thou  seest,"  said  the  Marqui«  ^f  Montserrat 
tQ  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Templars,  **  that  subtle 
^  courses  are  more  e£Fective  than  violence.  I  have 
I  imliiosed  the  bonds  which  held  together  this  bunch 
!  ^f.sceptres  and  lances — thou  wilt  see  them  shortly 
[      fidi  asunder." 

"  I  would  have  called  thy  plan  a  good  one,"  said 
,tli^  Templar,  *'  had  there  been  but  one  man  of 
parage  among  yonder  cold-blooded  Austrians,  to 
tfijer  the  bonds  of  which  yqU  speak,  with  his  sword, 
A  knot  that  is  unloosed  may  again  be  fastened,  but 
B9t  |o  the  cord  which  has  been  cnt  to  pieces." 

VOL.  XXXVI  !L  o 
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CHAPTEE  XII. 

'Tis  woman  that  seduces  all  mankind. 

Gat. 

In  the  days  of  chiralry,  a  dangerous  post,  or  a 
perilous  adventure,  was  a  reward  frequently  assign- 
ed to  military  bravery  as  a  compensation  for  its  for- 
mer trials ; — just  as,  in  ascending  a  precipice,  the 
surmounting  one  crag  only  lifts  the  climber  to  points 
yet  more  dangerous. 

It  was  midnight,  and  the  moon  rode  clear  and 
high  in  heaven,  when  Kenneth  of  Scotland  stood 
upon  his  watch  on  Saint  George's  Mount,  beside  tbe 
hanner  of  England,  a  solitary  sentinel,  to  protect 
the  emblem  of  that  nation  against  the  insults  which 
might  be  meditated  among  the  thousands  whom 
Richard's  pride  had  made  his  enemies.  High 
thoughts  rolled,  one  after  each  other,  upon  the  mind 
of  the  warrior.  It  seemed  to  him  as  if  he  had  gained 
come  favour  in  the  eyes  of  the  chivalrous  monarch, 
who  till  now  had  not  seemed  to  distinguish  him 
among  the  crowds  of  brave  men  whom  his  renown 
had  assembled  under  his  banner,  and  Sir  Kenneth 
little  recked  that  the  display  of  royal  regard  con- 
sisted in  placing  him  upon  a  post  so  perilous.  The 
devotion  of  his  ambitious  and  high-placed  affectiont 
inflamed  his  military  enthusiasm.  Hopeless  as  Ij^t 
attachment  was,  in  almost  any  conceivable  circiim' 
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Stances,  those  which  had  lately  occurred  had,  in 
some  degree,  diminished  the  distance  between  Eklith 
and  hims^f.  He  upon  whom  Richard  liad  conr 
ferred  the  distinction  of  guarding  his  banner*  was 
BO  longer  an  adventurer  of  slight  note,  but  placed 
within  the  regard  of  a  princess,  although  he  was  as 
hr  as  ever  from  her  level.  An  unknown  and  ob- 
scnre  fate  could  not  now  be  his.  If  he  was  surprised 
and  slain  on  the  post  which  had  been  assigned  him, 
his  death— and  he  resolved  it  should  be  glorious — 
km^  d^erve  the  ]praises,  as  well  as  call  down  the 
ifengeance,  of  Ccenr  de  Lion,  and  be  followed  by 
Ihe  regrets,  and  even  the  tears,  of  the  high-bom 
heanties  of  the  English  Court.  He  had  now  no 
longer  reason  to  fear  that  he  should  die  as  a  fool 
dieth. 

Sir  Kenneth  had  fqll  leisure  to  enjoy  these  and 
nmilar  high-souled  thoughts,  fostered  by  that  wild 
spirit  of  chivalry,  which,  amid  its  most  extravagant 
4nd  fantastic  flights,  was  still  pure  from  all  selfish 
aQpy*— generous,  devoted,  and  perhaps  only  thus  far 
censurable,  that  it  proposed  objects  and  courses  of 
action  inconsistent  with  the  frailties  and  imperfec- 
tions of  man,  AU  nature  around  him  slept  in  calm 
moonshine,  or  in  deep  shadow.  The  long  rows  of 
tents  and  pavilions,  glimmering  or  darkening  as 
they  lay  in  the  moonlight  or  in  the  shade,  were  still 
and  silent  as  the  streets  of  a  deserted  city.  Beside 
the  banner- staff  lay  the  large  stag-hound  already 
Mentioned,  the  sole  companion  of  Kenneth's  watch, 
on  whose  vigilance  he  trusted  for  early  warning  of 
iJie  approach  of  any  hostile  footstep.  The  noble 
litiithial  seemed  to  understand  the  purpose  of  tlieir 
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watch,  for  he  looked  frMntime  te  tteie  irttteftA 
fold*  of  the  heavy  pennon,  and,  when  ^e  cry  4(ike 
lentinds  came  ^m  the  distant  lines  and  ttefenoes 
of  the  camp,  he  answered  tiiem  with  one  de^  tod 
reiterated  bark,  as  if  to  aflfirm  diat  he  too  Waii'Vi- 
giknt  in  his  duty.  From  time  to  time,  also^he 
lowered  his  lofty  head,  and  wagged  his  tail,  as  hk 
master  passed  and  repassed  him  in  the  short  turns 
which  he  took  npon  his  post ;  or,  when  the  knight 
stood  silent  and  abstracted  leaning  on  his  lance,  and 
looking  np  towards  hearen,  his  finthftil  attendant 
ventured  sometimes,  in  the  phrase  of  romance,  *^  to 
disturb  his  thonghts,**  and  awaken  him  from  hii 
reverie,  by  thrusting  his  large  rough  snont  into  the 
knight's  gauntleted  hand,  to  solicit  a  tranidlory 
caress. 

Thus  passed  two  hours  of  Ae  knight's  wntci 
without  any  thing  remarkaUe  occurringw  At  lengl^, 
and  upon  a  sudden,  the  gaUant  stag^hound  bayed 
furiouriy,  and  seemed  about  to  dash  forward  wheifc 
the  shadow  lay  the  daricest,  yet  waited,  as  if  in  the 
slips,  till  he  should  know  the  pleasure  of  hisniastei^. 

"Who  goes  there?"  said  Sir  Kenneth,  aware 
that  there  was  something  creeping  forward  on  ^ 
shadowy  side  of  the  mount. 

"  In  the  name  of  Merlin  and  Mangis,**  teoswertA 
a  hoarse  disagreeable  voice,  "  tie  up  your  fonrfooled 
demon  there,  or  I  come  not  at  you." 

^<  And  who  art  thou,  that  woidd  approadi  my 
post  ?*'  said  Sir  Kenneth,  bending  his  eyes  as.kieen- 
)y  as  he  could  on  some  object,  whidi  he  could  just 
observe  at  the  bottom  of  the  ascent,  without  bei% 
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tUf  t^dittiagutdbitofeiai.    ^  Befvounr— I  ain  hers 

.^f  T«ke  op  thy  lovg-Aii^ed  SathiiiM,"  •aid  «1m 
HID«»  ^or  I  wyicaojweluMwilhabokfnMnnly 

Atjdie  ttone  time  was  hawd  the  soand  of  a  sprinf 
or  dieck,  as  wlien  a  eroasbow  is  bent. 

.^Uabeod  thy  arblast,  and  oome  into  the  ommd- 
K^'^sMd  the  Soot, «« or,  by  Saint  Aadrew,  I  will 
pin  thee  to  the  earth,  be  whator  whom  thou  wilt  I** 

As. he  ^loke,  he  poisad  his  ioag  knee  by  the 
Kiddle,  and,  ixing  his  eye  opoa  the  objest  which 
i^fSBed  to  move,  he  brandished  the  weapon,  as  if 
nsditntiag  to  east  it  £rom  his  hand  -a  use  of  the 
W![f^pon  sometimes,thoiigh  rarely,  resorted  to,  when 
s  missile  was  necessary.  Bot  Sir  Kenneth  was 
lAsmedof  his  pnipo8e,and  gronnded  his  weapon, 
njien  there  stepped  irom  the  shadow  into  the  moon* 
%^lifce  an  actor  entering  upon  the  stage,  a  stunts 
i^decrepit  creature,  whom,  by  his  ^tastic  dress 
sad  defermity^  he  recognised,  even  at  some  distance, 
for  the  male  of  the  two  dwarfr  whom  he  had  seen 
i|iJt(iechapdatEngaddi«  ReooUeeting,  at  the  same 
momsni^  the  other,  and  for  different,  visions  of  that 
extraordinary  nig^t,  he  gave  his  dog  a  signal,  which 
hjft^  instantly  understood,  and,  returning  to  the 
ftsodard,  UUd  himself  down  beside  it  with  a  stiied 
growL 

./The.  little  distorted  miniatm«  of  humanity,  as- 
•pied  of  his  safety  from  an  enemy  so  formidable, 
ffme  panting  np  Uie  ascent,  which  the  shortness  of 
^Ifflgd  rendered  laborious,  and,  when  he  arrived 
sa  tbe  platform  at  the  top,  shifted  to  hu  left  hand 
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the  little  crossbow,  which  was  just  aach  a,^j^ 
children  at  that  period  wer^  permitted  to  shoot  ^i^ 
birds  withy  and,  assuming  an  attitude  of  g^eat  dig- 
nity, gracefully  extended  his  right  hand  to  Sir  Ken-* 
neth,  in  an  attitude  as  if  he  expected  he  would  sa- 
lute it.  But  such  a  result  not  following,  he  ck-^ 
manded,  in  a  sharp  and  ang^y  tone  of  voice,  <'  Sol* 
dier,  wherefore  renderest  thou  not  to  Nectabanus, 
the  homage  due  to  his  dignity  ? — Or,  is  it  possible 
that  thou  canst  have  forgotten  him  ?** 

<<  Great  Nectabanus,*'  answered  the  knight,  will- 
ing to  soothe  the  creature's  humour,  <<  that  were 
difficult  for  any  one  who  has  ever  locked  upon  thee* 
Pardon  me,  however,  that,  being  a  soldier  upon  my 
post,  with  my  lance  in  my  hand,  I  may  not  give  to 
one  of  thy  puissance  the  advantage  of  coming  with- 
in my  guard,  or  of  mastering  my  weapon.  Suffice 
it,  that  I  reverence  thy  dignity,  and  submit  myself 
to  thee  as  humbly  as  a  man-at-arms  in  my  place 
may." 

«  It  shall  suffice,"  said  Nectabanus,  "  so  that 
you  presently  attend  me  to  the  presence  of  those 
who  have  sent  me  hither  to  summon  you,*' 

<<  Great  sir,"  replied  the  knight,  ''  neither  in  thi» 
can  I  gratify  thee,  for  my  orders  are  to  abide  by  xh» 
banner  till  daybreak — so  I  pray  you  to  hold  m 
excused  in  that  matter  also." 

So  saying,  he  resumed  his  walk  upon  the  plak 
form ;  but  the  dwarf  did  not  suffer  him  so  easily  to 
escape  from  his  importunity. 

"  Look  you,"  he  said,  placing  himself  before  Sir 
Kenneth,  so  as  to  inteirupt  his  way,  "either  obey 
me.  Sir  Knight,  as  in  du^y  bound,  or  1  will  lay  t\ui 
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oMbiliil  iip<ni  ^ee,  in  the  name  of  one  ^fdioie 
b^ty  could  caXi  down  the  genii  from  their  sphere, 
ind  whose  grandeur  could  command  the  immortid 
race  when  they  had  descended.** 

A  wild  and  improhable  conjecture  arose  in  the 
knight's  mind,  hut  he  repelled  it.  It  was  impos- 
lible,  he  thought,  that  the  lady  of  his  love  should 
have  sent  him  such  a  message  by  such  a  messenger 
—yet  his  voice  trembled  as  he  said,  "  Go  to,  Nee- 
tabanus.  Tell  me  at  once,  and  as  a  true  man,  whe- 
ther this  sublime  lady,  of  whom  thou  speakest,  be 
other  than  the  houri  with  whose  assistance  I  beheld 
thee  sweeping  the  chapel  at  Engaddi  ?" 

^^  How!  presumptuous  knight,**  replied  the  dwarf, 
"  think^st  thou  the  mistress  of  our  own  royal  affec- 
,  tions,  the  sharer  of  our  greatness,  and  the  partner 
■  of  our  comeliness,  would  demean  herself  by  laying 
charge  on  such  a  vassal  as  thou  I     No,  highly  as 
tEod  art  honoured,  thou  hast  not  yet  deserved  the 
notice  of  Queen  Genevra,  the  lovely  bride  of  Ar- 
thuT)  from  whose  high  seat  even  princes  seem  but 
-  pigmies.   But  look  thou  here,  ^nd  as  thou  knowest 
or  disownest  this  token,  so  obey  or  refuse  her  com- 
mands, who  hath  deigned  to  impose  them  on  thee.** 
So  saying,  he  placed  in  the  knight's  hands  a  ruby 
ring,  which,  even  in  the  moonlight,  he  had  no  dif- 
ficulty to  recognise  as  that  which  usually  graced  the 
finger  of  the  high-bom  lady  to  whose  service  he  had 
deroied  himself.   Could  he  have  doubted  the  truth 
of  the  token,  he  would  have  been  convinced  by  the 
anall  knot  of  carnation-coloured  ribbon,  which  was 
fastened  to  the  ring.   This  was  his  lady's  favourite 
colour,  and  more  than  once  had  he  himself,  asau- 
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'  Mhg  it  for  tMt  of  liis  own  liveries,  caui^tft^nr- 

'YiAl4^  td^tHnffipli  o^tei^  all  otfier  knes  in'tlie^ 

and  tn  the  batde.  >.,.  :f^i^y^ 

Sir  Kenneth  was  stmck  neaily  rante,  Cj  afeinf^ 
Mf^  n  token  in  sneh  hands.  ^  / 

<*  In  the  name  of  all  that  is  sacred,  froml'v^&oni' 
dld«t  tholi  receive  this  witness  ?^  said  the  knight ; 
**  htmgf  if  thon  canst,  thy  wavering  understanding 
to  a 'right  settlement  fbr  a  minate  or  two,  andi^ 
me  the  person  by  whom  thou  art  sent,  and  the  real 
pnrpbse  of -thy  message — and  tid^e  heed  what  tfioa 
say 'St,  6>r  this  is  no  subject  for  buffoonery.**  "  /' 

«  Fond  and  fooKsh  knight;**  said  the  ^ijnirt, 
**  wodldst  thoii  know  more  of  this  matter,  thra 
that  thon  art  honoured  with  commands  ftim  a 
princess,  delivered  to  thee  by  a  king? — We  Hst 
not  to  parley  with  thee  farther  than  to  comimmd 
thee,  in  llie  name,  and  by  the  power  oi  that  rinj^, 
to  follow  us  to  her  who  is  the  owner  6(  the  rifi^* 
Every  minute  that  thou  tarriest  is  a  crime  against 
thy  i^egiance.*'  /'  .' 

^«  Good  Nectabanns — ^bethink  thysdf,"  saidV^ 
ktttght, — <*  Can  my  lady  know  where  and  mfm 
what-dnty  I  am  tliis  night  engaged  ? — Is  she  aw||f0 
that  my  life — Pshaw,  why  should  I  speak  of  Iife^ 
but  that  my  honoor'  depends  on  my  guarding  tli^ 
banner  till  daybreak — and  can  it  be  her  wish  uat 
1  should  leave  it  ^i6h  to  pay  homage  to  her  ?-^It 
Is  littpos^ible-— the  princess  is  pleased  to  be  merry 
w^h  her  servant,  in  sending  him  such  a  message ; 
and  I  must  think  so  the  rath^  that  she  hath  chosen 
such  a  messenger." 

^<  Oh;  keep  your  belief,**  said  NectabantiSy  turn- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^  TAW  II.      THS  TALI8MAK.  817 

M^j^d  as  if  to  leave  the  platform ;  **  it  it  little 
^^meV^tlier  tob  be  traitor  or  tma  man  to  thti 
foyii  lady — so  fare  thee  well.** 

"  Staj,  stay — I  entreat  yoa  stay,**  said  Sir  Ken- 
neth ;  "  answer  me  but  one  question — Is  the  lady 
who  sent  thee  near  to  this  place  ?** 
"  ,**  What  signifies  it?"  said  the  dwarf;  "  onght 
icpeiBty  to  reckon  forlonga,  or  miles,  or  leagues — 
,1^  the  poor  conrier,  who  b  paid  for  his  labour  by 
the  jfistanoe  which  he  traverses  ?     Nevertheless, 
lima  soul  of  suspicion,  I  tell  thee,  the  lair  owner 
iSf  the  ring,  now  sent  to  so  unworthy  a  vassal,  in 
^whoin  there  is  neither  truth  nor  courage,  is  not 
wire  distant  from  this  place,  than  this  arblast  ean 
Msd  a  bolt." 

'  The  knight  gazed  again  on  the  ring,  as  if  to 
'iBoertain  that  there  was  no  possible  falsehood  in 
'lijie  token.— "  Tell  me,"  he  said  to  the  dwarf,  «  is 
mj  jn-esence  required  for  any  length  of  time  ?" 
'^  !^  lime  1"  answered  Nectabanus,  in  his  flig^itjr 
ttuiner ;  **  what  oall  you  time  ?  I  see  it  not— I 
hfi  it  not— it  is  but  a  shadowy  name-^a  succession 
of  breathings  measured  forth  by  night  by  the  dank 
<^li  bell,  by  day  by  a  shadow  crossing  along  a  dial- 
iloiie.  Know'st  thou  not  a  true  knight's  time  should 
odybe  reckoned  by  the  deeds  that  he  performs  in 
i^of  God  and  his  lady  ?" 
j^  The  words  of  truth,  though  in  the  mouth  of 
My,"  said  the  knight.  ''  And  doth  my  lady  really 
iinimion  me  to  some  deed  of  action,  in  her  name 
Htf  &r  her  sake? — and  may  it  not  be  postponed 
^  evien  the  few  hours  till  daybreak  ?" 

^  jShe  requires  thy  presence  instandy,*'  said  the 
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dwarf,  <*  and  witliont  the  low  of  «o  maeh  liithf^^t 
would  be  told  hf  ten  grains  of  the  sand-glasi^ 
Hearken,  thou  cold-blooded  and  8ugpictou»  knigfift, 
these  are  her  very  words — Tell  him,  that  the  hand 
which  dropped  roses  can  bestow  laurels." 

This  allusion  to  their  meeting'  in  the  chapi^l  of 
Engaddi,  sent  a  thousand  recollections  throngli 
Sir  Kenneth's  brain,  and  convinced  him  that  the 
•message  delivered  by  the  dwarf  was  genuine.  The 
rose-buds,  withered  as  they  were,  were  still  trea* 
•sured  under  his  cuirass,  and  nearest  to  his  heart 
He  paused,  and  could  not  resolve  to  forego  an 
opportunity — ^the  only  one  which  might  ever  offer, 
to  gain  grace  in  her  eyes,  whom  he  had  installed  as 
sovereign  of  his  affections.  The  dwarf,  in  the  meatt* 
time,  augmented  his  confusion  by  insisting  either 
that  he  must  return  the  ring,  or  instantly  attend 
him. 

*<  Hold,  hold,  yet  a  moment  hold,''  said  the 
knight,  and  proceeded  to  mutter  to  himself — <<  Am 
I  either  the  subject  or  slave  of  King  Richard,  more 
than  as  a  free  knight  sworn  to  the  service  of  the 
Crusade  ?  And  whom  have  I  come  hither  to  honour 
with  lance  and  sword  ?  Our  holy  cause  and  my 
transcendent  lady !" 

"  The  ring,  the  ring  I"  exclaimed  the  dwarf,  im- 
patiently ;  "  false  and  slothful  knight,  return  thA 
ring,  which  thou  art  unworthy  to  touch  or  to  look 
upon." 

<<  A  moment,  a  moment,  good  Nectabanus,"  said 
Sir  Kenneth ;  "  disturb  not  my  thoughts. — What 
if  the  Saracens  were  just  now  to  attack  our  lines? 
tihuuld  1  stay  here  like  a  sworp  vassal  of  England, 
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iiEtfQhiogiduyb  ber  king's  pride  auffmd  no  hnniili** 
tioa^ior  should  I  t^^ed  to  tba  brescht  and  fig^  fof 
tlie^Of  OSS  P'-^To  the  breads  assuredly ;  and  next  to 
lim  eanse  cf  God,  come  the  command*  of  my  liego 
lady. — And  yet,  Cceur  de  Lion's  befaest-*-*my  own 
promise ! — Ne<^»banns,  I  conjure  thee  once  more 
to  say,  are  you  to  oondnct  me  far  from  hence  ?" 

^*  But  to  yonder  pavilion  ;  and,  since  you  must 
B0eds  know,"  replied  Neetabanus,  <<  the  moon  is 
glimmmng  on  the  gilded  ball  which  crowns  its 
roof,  and  which  is  worth  a  king's  ransom." 

'<il  can  return  in  an  instant,"  said  the  knight, 
shifting  his  eyes  desperately  to  all  feurther  conse* 
qaenees.  '^  I  can  hear  from  thence  the  bay  of  my 
dog,  if  any  one  approaches  the  standard--!  will 
throw  myself  at  my  lady's  feet,  and  pray  her  leave 
to  return  to  conclude  my  watch.-— Here,  Roswal," 
(calling  his  hound,  and  throwing  down  his  mantle 
by  the  side  of  the  standard-spear,)  '<  watch  thou 
here,  and  let  no  one  approach." 

The  majestic  dog  looked  in  his  master's  face^  as 
if  to  be  sure  that  he  undierstood  his  charge,  then  sat 
down  beside  the  mantle,  with  ears  erect  and  head 
raised,  like  a  sentinel^  understanding  perfectly  the 
purpose  for  which  he  was  stationed  there. 

"  Come  now,  good  Neetabanus,"  said  the  knight^ 
'*  let  us  hasten  to  obey  the  commands  thou  ha»t 
brought." 

'<  Haste  he  that  will,"  said  the  dwarf,  sullenly ; 
*'thou  hast  not  been  in  baste  to  obey  my  summons^ 
nor  can  I  walk  fstst  enough  to  follow  your  lons» 
strides — you  do  not  walk  like  a  man>  but  bound 
(ike  an  ostrich  in  the  desert." 
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There  were  but  two  ways  of  eonqaemg-lke  ^ 
•tiBMy  of  Nectabenos*  who,  at  fae  spoke,  dimiaidked 
ys  walk  into  a  snail  pace.  For  bribes  19ir  fiea- 
noth  bad  bo  meaiUH^for  sootbiag^  no  tiikie;  'Sa?ia 
bis  iBspatienee  bo  soatcbed  tbe  dwarf  op  fra»lln 
groond,  and  bearing  bim  along,  notwitbslttidiiig 
bis  oitreaties  and  bis  fear,  readied  nearly  16  ibe 
pariMon  pointed  oirt  as  tbat  of  tbe  Queen.  In  w^ 
proadiing  it,  bowers,  tbe  Soot  observed  tbero  WM 
a  small  g^nard  of  soldiers  sitting  on  tbe  groond, 
wbo  bad  been  concealed  from  bim  by  tbe  inteire- 
ning  tents.  Wondering  tbat  tbe  dasb  of  bis  own 
armour  bad  not  yet  attracted  tbeir  attention,  and 
supposing  tbat  bis  motions  might,  on  tbe  present 
occasion,  require  to  be  conducted  witb  secrecy,  be 
plaeed  tbe  little  panting  guide  upon  tbe  ground  ts 
reooTer  bis  breatb,  and  point  out  what  was  next  lo 
be  done.  Nectabanus  was  botb  frightened  and 
angry ;  but  be  bad  felt  himself  as  completely  in  the 
power  of  the  robust  knight,  as  an  owl  in  die  dawt 
of  an  eagle^  and  therefore  cared  not  to  provoke  bim 
to  any  farther  display  of  his  strength. 

He  made  no  complaints,  therefore,  of  die  usage 
be  had  receired,  but  turning  amongst  tbe  labyrinth 
of  tentS)  be  led  the  knight  in  silence  to  tbe  offo* 
site  side  of  the  parilion,  which  thus  screened  diem 
from  the  obserration  of  the  warders,  who  seemed 
either  too  negligent  or  too  sleepy  to  discbarge  their 
duty  witb  much  accuracy.  Arrived  there,  the  dwarf 
raised  tbe  under  part  of  the  canvass  from  tbe  ground, 
and  made  signs  to  Sir  Kenneth  tbat  be  should  in- 
troduce himself  to  the  inside  of  tbe  tent,  by  creep- 
ing under  it.    The  knight  hesitated — there  seemed 
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m  iiidee«iniiD  in  thm  prirnuAf  introdiichig  himself 
nto  a  pavilion,  pitched,  doubdets,  for  the  aooom* 
iM&itioii  of  soble  ladies ;  bat  he  recalled  to  remem- 
InwiGe  ihe  aisored  tokens  which  the  dwarf  had 
esehibkedy  and  concluded  that  it  was  not  for  him  to 
dispute  his  lady's  ^easnre. 

'  He  stoopt  accordingly,  crept  beneath  the  canvass 
SDclosnre  of  the  tent,  and  heard  the  dwarf  whisper 
kwn  without,-'-^  Remain  there  mitil  I  call  thee.** 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


J9^  TMiES  OW'  THE  CRUSADE  IW. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

Yi^u  talk  of  Gaiety  Mid  IiuMXseiice ! 
Tlie  moment  igrhen  the  fatal  fruit  wan  eaten, 
Tbfiy  parted  ne*er,to  meet  again ;  and  Malice 
Has  ever  sldice  been  playmate  to  light  Gaiety, 
From  the  first  moment  when  the  smiling  infant 
Destroys  the  flower  or  1)ntterfly  he  toys  witli^ 
To  the  last  chuckle  of  the  dying  miser, 
Who  on  his  deathbed  laughs  his  last  to  hear 
His  wealthy  neight>our  has  become  a  bankrupt. 

Old  Bag. 

Sib  Kenneth  was  left  for  some  minutes  akme, 
and  in  darkness.  Here  was  another  interruptiOA, 
which  must  prolong  his  absence  from  his  post,  aad 
he  began  almost  to  repent  the  facility  with  wliich 
he  had  been  induced  to  quit  it.  But  to  retiini 
without  seeing  the  Lady  Edith,  was  now  not  ta 
be  thought  of.  He  had  committed  a  breach  of 
military  discipline,  and  was  determined  at  least  to 
prove  the  reality  of  the  seductive  expectations  which 
had  tempted  him  to  do  so.  Meanwhile,  his  situa- 
tion was  unpleasant^  There  was  no  light  to  8ho\r 
him  into  what  sort  of  apartment  he  had  been  led*- 
the  Lady  Edith  was  in  immediate  attendance  on 
the  Queen  of  England — and  the  discovery  of  his 
having  introduced  himself  thus  furtively  into  the 
royal  pavilion,  might,  were  it  discovered,  lead  to 
much  and  dangerous  suqiicion.  While  he  gave  wray 
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to  these  unpleasant  reflections,  and  began  almost  to 
wish  that  he  could  achieve  his  retreat  nnobsenred, 
be  heard  a  noise  of  female  voices,  laughing,  whis- 
pering, and  speaking,  in  an  adjoining  apartment, 
from  which,  as  the  sounds  gave  him  reason  to  judges 
he  could  only  be  sepanUed  by  a  canvass  partition. 
Lamps  were  burning,  as  he  might  perceive  by  the 
diadowy  light  which,  extended  itself  even  to  his  side 
of  the  veil  which  divided  the  tent,  and  he  could 
see  shades  of  several  figures  sitting  and  moving  in 
the  adjoining  apartment.  It  cannot  be  termed  dis- 
courtesy in  Sir  Kenneth,  that,  situated  as  he  was, 
he  overheard  a  conversation,  in  which  he  found 
himself  deeply  interested. 

**  Call  her— call  her,  tor  Our  Lady*s  sake,"  said 
the  voice  of  one  of  these  laughing  invisibles.  "  Nec- 
tabaous,  thou  shalt  be  made  ambassador  to  Prester 
John's  court,  to  show  them  how  wisely  thou  canst 
discharge  thee  of  a  mission.**. 

The  shrill  tone  of  the  dwarf  was  heard,  yet  so 
mueh  subdued,  that  Sir  Kenneth  could  not  under- 
stand what  he  said,  except  that  he  spoke  something 
of  the  means  of  merriment  given  to  the  guard. 

*'  But  how  shall  we  rid  us  of  the  spirit  which 
Nectabanus  hath  raised,  my  maidens  ?** 

**  Hear  me,  royal  madam,*'  said  another  voice  i 
"  if  the  sage  and  princely  Nectabanus  be  not  over- 
jealoos  of  his  most  transcendent  bride  and  empress, 
let  us  send  her  to  get  us  rid  of  this  insolent  knight- 
errant,  who  can  be  so  easily  persuaded  that  high- 
born dames  may  need  the  use  of  his  insolent  and 
overweening  valour." 

'^  It  were  but  justice,  methinkB/*  replied  another. 
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«<  that  the  Princets  Guenever  should  ^mbs,  by 
her  courtesy,  him,  whom  her  husband's  wisdom  hai      ' 
been  able  to  cilice  hither."  j 

Struck  to  the  heart  widi  shame  and  res^itment  |^ 
at  what  he  had  heard,  Sir  Kenneth  was  aboot  to  } 
attempt  his  escape  from  the  tent  at  all  haaards,  ' 
when  what  followed  arrested  his  purpose. 

**  Nay,  truly,"  said  the  first  speidcer,  <<  our  oousia  ^' 
Edith  must  first  learn  how  this  vaunted  wig^ht  hath 
conducted  himself,  and  we  must  reserye  the  power  i 
of  giving  her  ocular  proof  that  he  hath  failed  in  his  f 
duty.  It  may  be  a  lesson  will  do  good  upon  her ;  )i 
f<Hr,  credit  me,  Calista,  I  have  sometimes  thought  i 
she  has  let  this  northern  adventurer  sit  nearer  her 
heart  than  prudence  would  sanction." 

One  of  the  other  voices  was  then  heard  to  mut- 
ter something  of  the  Lady  Edith's  prud^ice  and 
wisdom. 

"  Prudence,  wench !"  was  the  reply — "  It  is  mere 
pride,  and  die  desire  to  be  thought  more  rigid  than 
any  of  us.  Nay,  I  will  not  quit  my  advantage. 
You  know  wdl,  that  when  she  has  us  at  fault,  no 
one  can,  in  a  civil  way,  lay  your  error  before  yot 
more  precisely  than  can  my  Lady  Edith — But  here 
she  comes." 

A  figure  as  if  entering  the  apartment,  oast  upon 
the  partition  a  shade,  which  glided  along  slowly 
until  it  mixed  with  those  which  already  clouded  it 
Despite  of  the  bitter  disappointment  which  he  had 
experienced-— despite  the  insult  and  injury  wM 
which  it  seemed  he  had  been  visited  by  die  malice, 
or,  at  best,  by  the  idle  humour  of  Queen  Beren* 
garia,  (for  he  already  c<mcluded  that  she  who  spok^ 
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^efty^and  in  a  commaBdiog  toae^  ^i^as  Ae  wife 
of.JMuatdf)  i^B  laaght  Mt  something  te  ieotbing 
to  big  feelings  in  learning  that  Edith  had  been  no 
psrtner  ta  the  fraud  practised  on  him,  and  so  in- 
teiesting  to  his  oirio^y  in  t^e  scene  which  was 
ab^et  to  take  place,  that,  instead  of  proseonting  his 
more  prudent  purpose  of  an  instant  retreat,  he  look- 
edlipsdously,  on  the  contnury^  for  some  rent  or  ere- 
vioetjfay  means  of  which  he  might  be  made  eye  as 
well  as  ear-witness  to  what  was  to  go  forward. 

^  Surely,"  said  he  to  himself,  <<  the  Queen,  who 
hath  been  pleased  for  an  idle  frolic  to  endanger  my 
r^iilation,  and  perhaps  my  life,  cannot  complain  if 
I  affail  myself  of  the  chance  which  fortune  seems 
willing  to  afford  me,  to  obtain  knowledge  of  her 
fairer  intentions.*' 

It  seemed,  in  the  meanwhile,  as  if  Edith  were 
waiting  for  the  commands  of  the  Queen,  and  as  if 
tbs  other  were  reluctant  to  speak,  for  fear  of  being 
tmMe  to  command  her  laughter,  and  that  of  her 
companions;  for  Sir  Kenneth  could  only  distin- 
guish a  sound  as  of  suppressed  tittering  and  mer« 
riment. 

<<  Your  Majesty,"  said  Edith,  at  last,  <<  seems  in 
a  merry  mood,  though,  methinks,  the  hour  of  night 
prompts  a*  sleepy  one.  I  was  well  di^K>sed  bed- 
ward,  when  I  had  your  Majesty's  commands  to 
attend  you." 

"  I  will  not  long  delay  you,  cousin,  from  your 
r^NMe,"  said  the  Queen ;  <<  though  I  fear  you  will 
sleep  less  soundly  when  I  tell  you  your  wager  is 
lost" 

VOL.  XXXVIII.  P 
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«  Nay,  rojal  madam,*'  saidEditk,  <<  tUsi^orelyyk 
dwelling  <ob  a  jest  which  has  n^ker  been  worn  out 
I  laid  no  wager,  honprever  it  was  your  Majesty  • 
pleasure  to  suppose,  ^or  to  insist,  tl^  I  did  so.** 

<<  Nay,  now,  despite  onr  pilgrimagie»  Satan  is 
strong  with  you,  my  g^tide  cousin^  and  prompts 
thee  to  leasing.  Can  you  doiy  that  you  gaged  your 
ruby  ring  against  my  golden  bracelet,  that  yonder 
Knight  of  the  Libbard,  or  how  call  you  him,  could 
not  be  seduced  from  his  post  ?*' 

^  Your  Majesty  is  too  great  for  me  to  gainsay 
you,'*  replied  Edith ;  "  but  these  ladies  can,  if  they 
will,  bear  me  witness,  that  it  was  your  Highness 
who  proposed  such  a  wager,  and  took  the  ring  from 
my  finger,  even  while  I  was  declaring  that  I  did 
not  think  it  maidenly  to  g^e  any  thing  <m  such  s 
subject." 

<v  Nay,  but,  my  Lady  Edith,"  siud  another  voios^ 
**  you  must  needs  grant,  under  your  £svour,  thai 
you  expressed  yourself  very  confident  of  the  ralour 
of  that  same  knight  of  the  Leopard.*' 

"  And  if  I  did,  minion,*'  said  Edith,  angrily,  '<  is 
that  a  good  reason  why  thou  shouldst  put  in  thy 
word  ta  flatter  her  Majesty's  humour  ?  I  spoke  of 
that  knight  but  as  all  men  speak  who  have  seen  him 
in  the  field,  and  had  no  more  interest  in  defending 
than  thou  in  detracting  from  him.  In  a  camp, 
what  can  women  speak  of  save  soldiers  and  deeds 
ef  arms  ?** 

"  The  noble  Lady  Edith,**  said  a  third  voice, 
**  hath  never  forgiven  Calista  and  me,  since  we  told 
your  Majesty  that  she  dropped  two  rose-buds  in  the 
chapel.** 
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**  If  your  Mi^esty,**  said  Edith,  in  a  tone  which 
Sit  Kenneth  could  judge  to  be  that  of  respectful 
remonstrance,  **  have  no  other  commands  for  me 
than  to  hear  the  gibes  of  your  waiting- women,  I 
most  crave  your  permission  to  withdraw." 

**  Silence,  Florise,"  said  the  Queen,  «  and  let  not 
eor  indulgence  lead  you  to  forget  the  difference  be- 
twixt yourself  and  the  kinswoman  of  England.— r 
But  you,  my  dear  cousin,'*  she  continued,  resuming 
her  tone  of  raillery,  **  how  can  you,  who  are  so  good- 
astured,  begrudge  us  poor  wretches  a  few  minutes* 
laughing,  when  we  have  had  so  many  days  devoted 
to  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth  ?'* 

"  Great  be  your  mirth,  royal  lady,"  said  Edith  ; 
^  yet  would  I  be  contcait  not  to  smile  for  the  rest 
of  my  life,  mther  than" 

She  stopped,  s^parently  out  of  respect ;  but  Str 
Kenneth  could  hear  that  she  was  in  much  agitation. 

"  Forgive  me,"  said  Berengaria,  a  thoughtless 
bat  good-humoured  princess  of  the  House  oi  Na- 
varre,— **  but  what  is  the  great  oftenoe  after  all  ? 
A  young  knight  has  been  wiled  hither — ^has  stolen 
"—or  has  been  stolen — from  his  post,  which  no  one 
will  cUsturb  in  his  absence,  for  the  sake  of  a  fair 
huly ;  for,  to  do  your  champion  justice,  sw^aiet  one, 
the  wisdom  of  Nectabanus  could  conjure  him  hithw 
in  no  name  but  yours." 

''  Gracious  Heaven  I  your  Majesty  does  not  say 
80  ?"  said  Edith,  in  a  voice  of  alarm  quite  different 
from  the  agitation  she  had  previously  evinced, — 
"  you  cannot  say  so,  consistently  with  respect  for 
your  own  honour  and  for  mine,  your  husband's 
kinswoi^an  ! — Say  you  were  jesting  with  vie,  my 
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royal  mistress,  and  forgave  me  that  I  oonld,  even 
for  a  moment,  think  it  possible  you  could  be  in 
earnest  !'* 

'«  The  Lady  Edith,"  s^d  the  Qaeen,  in  a  dis- 
pleased tone  of  voice,  **  regrets  the  ring  we  have 
won  of  her. — We  will  restore  the  pledge  to  yoo, 
gentle  cousin,  only  you  must  not  grudge  us  in  turn 
a  little  triumph  over  the  wisdom  which  has  been  so 
often  spread  over  us,  as  a  banner  over  a  host." 

<«  A  triumph  !"  exclaimed  Edith,  indignantly; 
"  a  triumph  I — the  triumph  will  be  with  the  infidel, 
when  he  hears  that  the  Queen  of  England  can 
make  the  reputation  of  her  husband's  kinswoman 
the  subject  of  a  light  frolic'* 

"  You  are  angry,  fair  cousin,  at  losing  your  fa- 
vourite ring,"  said  the  Queen — «*  Come,  since  yoa 
grudge  to  pay  your  wager,  we  will  renounce  our 
right ;  it  was  your  name  and  that  pledge  brought 
him  hither,  and  we  care  not  for  the  bait  after  the 
fish  is  caught.** 

<<  Madam,"  replied  Edith,  impatiently,  **  yoo 
know  well  that  your  Grace  could  not  wish  for  any 
thing  of  mine  but  it  becomes  instantly  yours.  Bat 
I  would  give  a  bushel  of  rubies  ere  ring  or  name 
of  mine  had  been  used  to  bring  a  brave  mau  into 
a  fault,  and  perhaps  to  disgrace  and  punishment.** 

"  O,  it  is  for  the  safety  of  our  true  knight  that 
we  fear  I"  said  the  Queen.  "  You  rate  our  power 
too  low,  fair  cousin,  when  you  speak  of  a  life  being 
lost  for  a  frolic  of  ours.  O,  Lady  Edith,  others 
have  influence  on  the  iron  breasts  of  warriors  as 
well  as  you — the  heart  even  of  a  lion  is  made  of 
flesh,  not  of  stone ;  and,  believe  me,  I  have  interest 
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«Doagh  with  Richard  to  save  this  knight,  .n  whose 
fate  Lady  Ekiith  is  so  deeply  concerned,  from  the 
penalty  of  disobeying  his  royal  commands.'* 

"  For  the  love  of  the  blessed  Cross,  most  royal 
lady,**  said  Edith — «nd  Sir  Kenneth,  with  feelings 
which  it  were  hard  to  unravel,  heard  her  prostrate 
herself  at  the  Queen's  feet, — "  for  the  love  of  our 
blessed  Lady,  and  of  every  holy  saint  in  the  calcfh- 
dar,  beware  what  you  do  I  You  know  not  King 
Richard — you  have  been  but  shortly  wedded  to 
him — your  breath  might  as  well  combat  the  west 
wind  when  it  is  wildest,- as  your  words  persuade 
my  Foyal  kinsman  to  pardon  a  military  offence. 
Oh !  for  God's  sake,  dismiss  this  gentleman,  if  in- 
deed yon  have  lured  him  hither  !  I  could  almost 
be  content  to  rest  with  the  shame  of  having  invited 
him,  did  I  know  that  he  was  returned  again  where 
his  duty  calls  him  r      .   . 

<'  Ari^e,  cousin,  arise,"  said  Queen  Berengaria, 
**  and  be  assured  all  will  be  better  than  you  think. 
Rise,  dear  Edith ;  I  am  sorry  I  have  played  my 
foolery  with  a  kni^t  in  whom  you  take  such  deep 
interest — Nay,  wring  not  thy  hands — I  will  believe 
thou  carest  not  for  him — ^believe  any  thing  rather 
than  see  thee  look  so  wretchedly  miserable — I  tell 
thee  I  will  take  the  blame  on  myself  with  King 
Richard  in  behalf  of  thy  fair  northern  friend — 
thine  acquaintance,  I  would  say,  since  thou  own'st 
him  not  as  a  friend.— Nay,  look  not  so  reproach- 
fiilly — We  will  send  Nectabanns  to  dismiss  this 
Knight  of  the  Standard  to  his  post ;  and  we  onr- 
lelves  will  grace  him  on  srme  future  day,  to  make 
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amends  for  his  wUd-goose  diase.  He  is,  I  wairtDt, 
but  lyinic  perdue  in  some  neighbomring  tent.** 

**  By  my  crown  of  lilies,  and  my  sceptre  of  a 
specially  good  water-reed,"  said  Nectabanns,  <<  your 
Majesty  is  mistaken — ^he  is  nearer  at  hand  than  yoa 
wot^-he  lieth  ensc<mced  there  behind  that  canvass 
partition/* 

<<  And  within  hearing  of  each  word  we  hare 
said  I"  exclaimed  the  Queen,  in  her  turn  viol^tly 
surprised  and  ag^tated^ — **  Out,  mbnster  of  folly 
and  malignity !" 

As  she  uttered  these  words,  Nectabanns  fled 
from  the  parilion  with  a  yell  of  such  a  natnre,  ai 
leaves  it  still  doubtful  whether  Berengaria  had 
eonfined  her  rebuke  to  words,  <Hr  added  sotne  more 
emphatic  expression  of  her  displeasure. 

*^  What  can  now  be  done  ?"  said  the  Qneen  to 
Edith,  in  a  whisper  of  undisguised  uneasiness. 

«  That  which  must,"  said  Edith,  firmly.  •«  We 
must  see  this  gentleman,  and  place  ourselves  in  hk 
mercy." 

So  saying,  she  began  hastily  to  undo  a  curtain, 
which  at  one  place  covered  an  entrance  or  conuna- 
nication. 

<<  For  Heaven's  sake,  forbear— -consider,*'  said 
the  Queen,  "  my  apartment— our  dress — the  boor 
— my  honour  1"    . 

But  ere  she  could  detail  her  remonstrances,  the 
curtain  fell,  and  there  was  no  division  any  longer 
betwixt  the  armed  knight  and  the  party  of  ladies. 
The  warmth  of  an  Eastern  night  occasioned  the  un- 
dress of  Queen  Berengaria  and  her  household  te 
be  rather  more  simple  and  unstudied  than  their 
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itetioBy  and  the  presence  of  a  male  speetator  of 
rank,  required.  This  the  Qneen  remembered,  and 
With  a  load  shriek  fled  from  the  apartment  where 
Sir  Kenneth  iras  disdosed  to  riew  in  a  oopartment 
of  the  ample  pavilion,  now  no  longer  separated  fixmi 
that  in  which  tiiey  stood.  The  grief  and  agitation 
of  the  Lady  Edidi,  as  well  aa  the  deep  interest  she 
Mk  in  a  ha^  exj^anation  with  the  Scottish  knight, 
pwfaape  oooasioiied  h^  forgetting  that  her  locks 
were  more  disheyelled^  and  her  person  less  heedfol- 
ly  covered,  than  was- the  wont  of  high-bom  damsels, 
ID  an  age  which  wa»  not,  after  all,  the  most  prudish 
or  scmpolons  period  of  the  ancient  time.  A  thin 
loose  garment  of  pinkn^lonred  silk  made  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  her  vestiiients,  with  Oriental  slippers^ 
into  which  she  had  hastily  thrust  her  bare  feet, 
md  a  scarf  hurriedly  and  loosely  thrown  about  her 
i^Milders.  Har  head  had  no  other  covering  than 
the  veil  of  rich  and  dishevelled  looks  falling  round 
it  on  •every  side,  thiit  half  hid  a  countenance,  which 
a  milled  sense  of  modesty,  and  of  resentment,  and 
other  deep  and  agitating  feelings,  had  covered  with 
erimson. 

Bat  idthongh  Edith  felt  her  situation  with  all 
thatdelicacy  which  is  her  sex's  greatest  charm,  it 
did  not  seem  that  for  a  moment  she  placed  her  own 
hiilhfitlness  in  comparison  with  the  duty,  which,  as 
she  thought,  she  owed  to  him,  who  had  been  le;,d 
into  error  and  danger  on  her  account.  She  drew, 
indeed,  her  scarf  more  closely  over  her  neck  and 
bosom,  and  she  hastily  laid  from  her  hand  a  lamp, 
which  shed  too  much  lustre  over  her  figure ;  but, 
while  Sir  Kenneth  stood  motionless  on  the  sarnie 
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spot  in  which  he  was  first  discovered,  she  rather 
stepped  towards  than  retired  from  him,  as  she  ex* 
claimed,  <*  Hasten  to  yoor  post,  raliant  knight  I— -» 
you  are  deceived  in  being  trained  hither*-a8k  nci 
questions." 

*<  I  need  ask  none,'*  said  the  knight,  sinking  upon 
one  knee,  with  the  Reverential  devotion  of  a  sabt  at 
the  altar,  and  bending  his  eyes  on  the  ground,  lest 
his  looks  should  increase  the  lady's  embarrassment. 

**  Have  you  heard  all  ?'*  said  Edith,  impatient- 
ly— «  Gracious  saints!  then  wherefore  wait  yoo 
here,  when  each  minute  that  passes  is  loaded  with 
dishonour  I" 

<<  I  have  heard  that  I  am  dishonoured,  lady,  and 
I  have  heard  it  from  you,"  answered  Kenneth. 
<<  What  reck  I  how  soon  punishment  follows  ?  I 
have  but  one  petition  to  you,  and  then  I  seek,  among 
the  sabres  of  the  infidels,  whether  dishonour  may 
not  be  washed  out  with  blood." 

**  Do  not  so,  neither,"  said  the  lady.  <<  Be  wise 
-—dally  not  here — all  may  yet  be  well,  if  you  will 
but  use  dispatch." 

<<  I  wait  but  for  your  forgiveness," said  the  knight, 
still  kneeling,  "  for  my  presumption  in  believing 
my  poor  services  could  have  been  required  or  valued 
by  you." 

"  I  do  forgive  yon — O,  I  have  nothing  to  for- 
give I — I  have  been  the  means  of  injuring  yon-— 
But  O,  begone ! — I  will  forgive — I  wQl  value  you 
— that  Is,  as  I  value  every  brave  Crusader — ^if  you 
will  but  begone  I" 

*^  Receive,  first,  this  precious  yet  fatal  pledge,'^ 
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laid  the  knight,  tendering  the  ring  to  Edith,  who 
loif  showed  gestures  of  impatience. 

*<  Oh^  no,  no,"  she  said,  declining  to  receive  it* 
**  Keep  it — keep  it  as  a  mark  of  my  regard — my 
regret,  I  would  say.  O  hegone,  if  not  for  your  own 
sake,  for  mine !" 

Almost  recompensed  for  the  loss  even  of  honour, 
which  her  voice  had  denounced  to  him,  by  the  in* 
terest  which  she  seemed  to  testify  in  his  safety,  Sir 
Kenneth  rose  from  his  knee,  and,  casting  a  mo« 
mentary  glance  on  Edith,  bowed  low  and  seemed 
about  to  withdraw.  At  the  same  instant,  that 
maidenly  bashfulness,  which  the  energy  of  Edith's 
feelings  had  till  then  triumphed  over,  became  con- 
queror in  its  turn,  and  she  hastened  from  the  apart- 
ment, extinguishing  her  lamp  as  she  went,  and  lea- 
ving, in  Sir  Kenneth's  thoughts,  both  mental  and 
natand  gloom  behind  her. 

She  must  be  obeyed,  was  the  first  distinct  idea 
which  waked  him  from  his  reverie,  and  he  hasten- 
ed to  the  place  by  which  he  had  entered  the  pavi- 
lion. To  pass  under  the  canvass  in  the  manner  he 
had  entered,  required  time  and  attention,  and  ho 
made  a  readier  aperture  by  slitting  the  canvass  wall 
with  his  poniard.  When  in  the  free  air,  he  felt 
rather  stupified  and  overpowered  by  a  conflict  of 
sensations,  than  able  to  ascertain  what  was  the  real 
import  of  the  whole.  He  was  obliged  to  spur  him- 
self to  action,  by  recollecting  that  the  commi^idt 
of  the  Lady  Edith  had  required  haste.  Even  then, 
engaged  as  he  was  amongst  tent-ropes  and  tents, 
he  was  compelled  to  move  with  caution  until  he 
should  regain  the  path  or  avenue,  aside  from  which 
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the  dwarf  had  led  him,  in  ord^  to  escape  the  obser* 
ration  of  the  guards  before  the  Queen's  parilion ; 
and  he  was  obliged  also  to  move  slowl3r>  and  with 
precaution,  to  avoid  giving  an  alarm,  either  by 
falling  or  by  the  clashing  of  his  armour;  A  thin 
doud  had  obscured  the  moon,  too,  at  the  very  in- 
stant of  his  leaving  the  tent,  and  Sir  Kenneth  had 
to  struggle  with  this  inconvenience  at  a  moment 
when  the  dizziness  of  his  head,  and  the  fulness  of 
his  heart,  scarce  left  him  powers  of  inteUigeiice 
sufficient  to  direct  his  motions. 

But  at  once  sounds  came  upon  his  ear,  which 
mstantly  recalled  him  to  the  full  energy  of  his  fa- 
culties. These  proceeded  from  the  Mount  of  Sahit 
George.  He  heard  first  a  single  fierce,  angry,  and 
savage  bark,  which  was  immediately  followed  by  a 
yeU  of  agony.  No  deer  ever  bounded  with  &  wilder 
start  at  the  voice  of  Roswal,  than  did  Sir  Kenneth 
at  what  he  feared  was  the  death-cry  of  that  noble 
hound,  from  whom  no  ordinary  injury  could  have 
extracted  even  the  slightest  acknowledgment  of 
pain.  He  surmounted  the  space  which  divided  him 
from  the  avenue,  and,  having  attained  it,  began  to 
run  towards  the  mount,  although  loaded  \idth  his 
mail,  faster  than  most  men  could  have  accompanied 
him  even  if  unarmed,  relaxed  not  his  pace  for  the 
steep  sides  of  the  artificial  mound,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  stood  on  the  platform  upon  its  summit 

The  moon  broke  through  the  cloud  at  this  mo- 
ment, and  showed  him  that  the  standard  of  Eng- 
land was  vanished,  that  the  spear  on  which  it  float- 
ed lay  broken  on  the  ground,  and  beside  it  was  hit 
faithful  hound,  apparently  in  the  agonies  of  death. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

•^-All  my  long  arrear  of  honour  lost, 
Heap'd  up  in  youth,  and  hoarded  up  for  age. 
Hath  Honour's  fountidn  then  8iiek*d  up  the  stream  ? 
He  hath — and  hooting  hoys  may  harefoot  pass, 
And  gather  pehhles  from  the  naked  ford ! 

Don  Sebastian, 

After  a  torrent  of  afflicting  sensations,  by  whicb 
lie  was  at  first  almost  stunned  and  confounded,  Sir 
Kenneth's  first  thought  was  to  look  for  the  authors 
of  this  violation  of  the  Ekiglish  banner;  but  in  no 
direction  could  he  see  traces  of  than*  His  next, 
which  to  some  persons,  but  scarce  to  any  who  hare 
made  intimate  acquaintances  among  the  canine  race, 
may  appear  strange,  was  to  examine  the  condition 
of  his  faithful  Roswal,  mortally  wounded,  as  it  seem- 
ed, m  discharging  the  duty  which  his  master  had 
been  seduced  to  abandon.  He  caressed  the  dying 
animal,  who,  faithful  to  the  last,  seemed  to  forget 
hifi  own  pain  in  the  satisfaction  he  received  from 
his  master's  presence,  and  continued  wagging  his 
tail  and  licking  his  hand,  even  while  by  low  moan- 
ings  he  expressed  that  his  agony  was  increased  by 
the  attempts  which  Sir  Kenneth  made  to  withdraw 
from  the  wound  the  fragment  of  the  lance,  or  javelin, 
with  which  it  had  been  inflicted ;  then  redoubled 
bis  feeble  endearments,  as  if  fearing  he  had  ofibnd- 
ed  his  master  by  showing  a  sense  of  the  pain  to 
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which  his  interference  had  subjected  him.  There 
was  something  in  the  display  of  the  dying  creature's 
attachment,  which  mixed  as  a  bitter  ingredient  with 
the  sense  of  disgrace  and  desolation  by  which  Sir 
Kenneth  was  oppressed.  His  only  friend  seemed 
removed  from  him,  just  when  he  had  incurred  the 
contempt  and  hatred  of  all  besides.  The  knight's 
strength  of  mind  gave  way  to  a  burst  of  agonized 
distress,  and  he  groaned  and  wept  aloud. 

While  he  thus  indulged  his  grief,  a  dear  and 
solemn  voice,  close  beside  him,  pronounced  these 
words  in  the  sonorous  tone  of  the  readers  of  the 
mosque,  and  in  the  lingua  Franca,  mutually  under- 
stood by  Christians  and  Saracens : — 

<*  Adversity  is  like  the  period  of  the  former  and 
of  the  latter. rain,— cold,  comfortless,  unfriendly  to 
man  and  to  animal ;  yet  from  that  season  have  their 
birth  the  flower  and  the  fruit,  the  date,  the  rose, 
and  the  pomegranate.** 

Sir  Kenneth  of  the  Leopard  turned  towards  the 
speaker,  and  beheld  the  Arabian  physician,  who» 
approaching  unheard,  had  seated  himself  a  little 
behind  him  cross-legged,  and  uttered  with  gravity^ 
yet  not  without  a  tone  of  sympathy,. the  moral  sen- 
tences of  consolation  with  which  the  Koran  and  its 
commentators  supplied  him  ;  for,  in  the  Eiast,  wis- 
dom is  held  to  consist,  less  in  a  display  of  the  sage*§ 
own  inventive  talents,  than  in  his  ready  memory, 
and  happy  application  of,  and  reference  to,  **  that 
which  is  written.'* 

Ashamed  at  being  surprised  in  a  womanlike  ex 
pression  of  sorrow,  Sir  Kenneth  dashed  his  tears 
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indignantly  aside,  and  again  busied  himself  with 
his  dying  favourite. 

w  The  poet  hath  said,"  continued  the  Arab,  with- 
out noticing  the  knight's  averted  looks  and  sullen 
deportment — "  the  ox  for  the  field,  and  the  camel 
for  the  desert.  Were  not  the  hand  of  the  leech 
fitter  than  that  of  the  soldier  to  cure  wounds,  though 
less  able  to  inflict  them  ?" 

«« This  patient,  Hakim,  is  beyond  thy  help,**  said 
Sir  Kenneth ;  «  and,  besides,  he  is,  by  thy  law,  an 
unclean  animal.*' 

"Where  Allah  hath  deigned  to  bestow  life,  and 
a  sense  of  pain  and  pleasure,"  said  the  physician, 
"  it  were  sinful  pride  should  the  sage,  whom  he  has 
enlightened,  refuse  to  prolong  existence,  or  assuage 
agony.  To  the  sage,  the  cure  of  a  miserable  groom, 
of  a  poor  dog,  and  of  a  conquering  monarch,  are 
events  of  little  distinction.  Let  me  examine  this 
wounded  animal.** 

Sir  Kenneth  acceded  in  silence,  and  the  physi- 
cian inspected  and  handled  Roswal*s  wound  with  at 
mnch  care  and  attention  as  if  he  had  been  a  human 
being.  He  then  took  forth  a  case  of  instruments, 
and,  by  the  judicious  and  skilful  application  of 
pincers,  withdrew  from  the  wounded  shoulder  the 
fragment  of  the  weapon,  and  stopped  with  styptics 
and  bandages  the  effusion  of  blood  which  followed ; 
the  creature  all  the  while  suffering  him  patiently  to 
perform  these  kind  offices,  as  if  he  had  been  aware 
of  his  kind  intentions. 

*'  The  animal  may  be  cured,'*  said  El  Hakim, 
addressing  himself  to  Sir  Kenneth,  «  if  you  will 
permit  me  to  carry  him  to  my  tent,  and  treat  him 
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with  ike  care  which  the  nobleness  of  his  natnrtt 
deserves.  For  know,  that  thy.serv^ant  Adonbec  is 
no  less  skilful  in  tho  race  and  pedigree,  and  dis- 
tinctions of  good  dogs  and  of  noble  steeds,  than  in 
the  diseases  which  affect  the  human  race." 

"  Take  him  with  you,"  said  the  knight.  "  I  be- 
stow him  on  you  freely  if  he  recovers.  I  owe  thee 
a  reward  for  attendance  on  my  squire,  and  have 
nothing  else  to  pay  it  with.  For  myself, — I  will 
never  again  wind  bugle,  or  halloo  to  hound  T* 

The  Arabian  made  no  reply,  but  gave  a  signal 
with  a  clapping  of  his  hands,  which  was  instantly 
answered  by  the  appearance  of  two  black  daves. 
He  gave  them  his  orders  in  Arabic,  received  the 
answer,  that  '*  to  hear  was  to  obey,"  wl^,  taking 
the  animal  in  their  arms,  they  removed  mm,  with- 
out much  resistance  on  his  part;  for  though  his 
eyes  turned  to  his  master,  he  was  too  weak  to 
struggle. 

"  Fare  thee  well,  Roswal,  then,"  said  Sir  Ken- 
neth,— "  fare  thee  well,  my  last  and  only  friend — 
thou  art  too  noble  a  possession  to  be  retained  by 
Ane  «uch  as  I  must  in  future  call  myself. — I  would/' 
he  said,  as  the  slaves  retired,  **  that,  dying  as  he  is, 
J  could  exchange  conditions  with  that  noble  animal." 
"  It  is  written,"  answered  the  Arabian,  although 
the  exclamation  had  not  been  addressed  to  him, 
**  that  all  creatures  are  fashioned  for  the  service  of 
man ;  and  the  master  of  the  earth  speaketh  folly 
when  he  would  exchange,  in  his  impatience,  his 
hopes  here  and  to  come,  for  the  servile  condition  of 
an  inferior  being." 

«<  A  dog  who  diea  in  discharging  his  drty,"  said 
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(be  knight  sternly,  **  is  bett^  than  a  man  who 
fDnrires  the  desertion  of  it.  Leare  me,  Haldm  ; 
tboD  hast,  on  this  side  of  miracle,  the  most  wonder- 
ful science  which  man  erer  possessed,  but  the  woonds 
of  the  spirit  jure  beyond  thy  power." 

**  Not  if  the  patient  will  explain  his  calamity, 
sod  be  guided  by  the  physician,"  said  AdonbecEl 

<<  Know,  then,"  wAd  Sir  Kenneth, ««  since  thou 
irt  so  importonate,  that  last  night  the  Banner  of 
England  was  displayed  from  this  moand«*I  was 
ks  appointed  gnardian — morning  is  now  breaking 
-*4here  lies  the  broken  banner-spear — the  standard 
itself  is  lost — and  here  sit  I  a  living  man  I" 

**  How  I"  said  £1  Hakim,  examining  him ;  **  thy 
annonr  is  whole — there  is  no  blood  on  thy  weapons, 
andrq>ort  tpeaia  thee  one  unlikely  to  return  thus 
^m  fight. — Thou  hast  been  trained  from  thy  post 
r-4iy,  trained  by  the  rosy  cheek  and  black  eye  of 
one  of  those  houris,  to  whom  you  Nasarenes  tow 
wther  such  service  as  is  due  to  Allah,  than  such 
lore  as  may  lawfully  be  rendered  to  forms  of  cUy 
like  oor  own.  It  has  been  thus  assuredly ;  for  so 
hath  man  ever  fallen,  even  since  the  days  of  Sultan 


<<  And  if  it  were  so,  physician,"  sud  Sir  Ken- 
neth, sullenly,  **  what  remedy  ?" 

**  Knowledge  is  the  parent  of  power,"  said  El 
Hakim,  «  as  valour  supplies  strength. — Listen  to 
me.  Man  is  not  as  a  tree,  bound  to  one  spot  of 
earth — nor  is  he  framed  to  cling  to  one  bare  rock, 
like  the  scarce  animated  shell-fish.  Thine  own 
Christian  writings  command  thee,  when  persecuted 
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in  one  city,  to  flee  to  another ;  and  we  Moslem  also^ 
know  that  Mohammed,  the  Prophet  of  Allah,  driren 
forth  firom  the  holy  city  of  Mecca,  found  his  refag« 
and  his  helpmates  at  Medina.** 

*'  And  what  does  this  concern  me  ?"  said  the 
Scot. 

<<  Much,"  answered  the  physician.  '<  Eyen  the 
sage  flies  the  tempest  which  he  cannot  control.  Use 
thy  speed,  therefore,  and  fly  from  the  vengeance 
of  Richard  to  the  shadow  of  Saladin's  Tictorioas 
banner." 

<<  I  might  indeed  hide  my  dishonour,"  said  Sir 
Kenneth,  ironically,  <<  in  a  camp  of  infidel  heathens, 
where  the  very  phrase  is  nnknown.  But  had  I  not 
better  partake  more  fully  in  their  reproach  ?  Does 
not  thy  adyice  stretch  so  far  as  to  reconmiend  me 
to  take  the  turban  ? — ^Methinks  I  want  but  apostasy 
to  consummate  my  infamy." 

<<  Blaspheme  not,  Nazarene,'*  said  the  physician, 
sternly;  **  Saladin  makes  no -converts  to  the  lair 
of  the  Prophet,  save  those  on  whcnn  its  precepts 
shall  work  conviction.  Open  thine  eyes  to  the  light, 
and  the  great  Soldan,  whose  liberality  is  as  bound- 
less as  his  power,  may  bestow  on  thee  a  kingdom ; 
remain  blinded  if  thou  wilt,  and,  being  one  whose 
second  life  is  doomed  to  misery,  Saladin  will  yet, 
for  this  span  of  present  time,  make  thee  rich  and 
happy.  But  fear  not  that  thy  brows  shall  be  bound 
with  the  turban,  save  at  thine  own  free  choice." 

"  My  choice  were  rather,"  said  the  knight,  "  that 
my  writhen  features  should  blacken,  as  they  ai^ 
like  to  do,  in  this  evening's  setting  sun." 

•<  Yet  thou  art  not  wise,  Nazarene,"  said  151 
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Hakim,  <<  to  reject  this  fair  offer ;  for  I  bare  power 
irith  Saladin,  and  can  raise  thee  high  in  hts  grace. 
Look  yon,  my  son-^is  Cmsade,  as  you  call  your 
wild  enterprise,  is  like  a  large  dronond*  parting 
agimder  in  the  wares.  Thou  thyself  hast  homo 
terms  of  tmee  from  the  Kings  and  Princes,  whose 
force  is  here  assembled,  to  the  mighty  Soldan,  and 
kaew'st  not,  perchance,  the  full  tenor  of  thine  own 

**  I  knew  not,  and  I  care  not,"  said  the  knight, 
inpatiently;  *<  what  avails  it  to  me  that  I  hare  been 
of  kto  the  envoy  of  princes,  when,  ere  night,  I  shall 
be  a  gibbeted  and  dishonanred  corse  ?" 

^  Nay,  I  speak  that  it  may  not  be  so  widi  thee," 
said  the  physician.  **  Saladin  is  courted  on  all  sides ; 
tke  combined  Princes  of  this  league  formed  against 
bim,  hare  made  snch  proposals  of  composition  and 
peace,  as,  in  other  circumstances,  it  mig^t  hare 
become  his  honour  ito  have  granted  to  them.  Others 
bare  made  private  offers,  on  their  own  separate 
account,  to  disjom  thehr  forces  from  the  camp  of  the 
Kings  of  FVangistan,  and  even  to  lend  tlieir  arms 
tol^defenoeof  tlie  standard  of  tlie  Prophet.  Bnt 
SiMdn  will  not  be  served  by  snch  treacherous  and 
nterested  de^BCtion.  The  King  of  kings  will  treaC 
only  with  the  Lion  King.  Saladin  will  hold  treaty 
widi  none  but  1^  Meledi  Ric,  and  with  him  he  will 
treat  lUce  a  prince,  or  fight  like  a  champion.  To 
Rii&ard  he  will  yield  sudi  conditions  of  his  free 
liberality,  as  the  swords  of  all  Ekirope  could  never 

*  Tkehrgeat  ton  of  renoli  thoo  ImowB  were  termed  df^t^ 
nioMfey  or  drouaediiriee. 
VOL,  xxxviii  ,  q 
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compel  from  bim  by  force  or  terror.  He  will  pe^ 
mit  a  free  pilgrimage  to  Jerusalem,  and  all  the  placet 
where  the  Nazarenes  list  to  worship ;  na^r,  he  will 
so  far  share  even  his  empire  with  his  brother  Rich- 
ard, that  he  will  allow  Christian  garrisons  in  the  six 
strongest  cities  of  Palestine,  and  one  in  Jerusalem 
itself,  and  suffer  them  to  be  under  the  immediate 
command  of  the  officers  of  Richard,  who,  he  con- 
sents, shall  bear  the  name  of  King  Guardian  of 
Jerusalem.  Yet  farther,  strange  and  incredible  as 
you  may  think  it,  know.  Sir  Knight — ^for  to  your 
honour  I  can  commit  eren  that  almost  incredible 
secret — ^know  that  Saladin  will  put  a  sacred  seal 
on  this  happy  union  betwixt  the  bravest  and  noblest 
of  Frangistan  and  Asia,  by  raising  to  the  rank  of 
his  royal  spouse  a  Christian  damsel,  allied  in  blood 
to  King  Richard,  and  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Lady  Edith  of  Plantagenet."* 

"  Ha  I — say'st  thou  ?"  exclaimed  Sir  Kenneth, 
who,  listening  with  indifference  and  apathy  to  the 
preceding  part  of  El  Hakim's  speech,  was  touched 
by  this  last  communication,  as  the  thrill  of  a  ner?e, 
unexpectedly  jarred,  will  awaken  the  sensation  of 
agony,  even  in  the  torpor  of  palsy.  Then,  mode- 
rating his  tone,  by  dint  of  much^effort,  he  restrained 
his  indignation,  and,  veiling  it  under  the  appear- 
ance of  contemptuous  doubt,  he  prosecuted  the  cou- 

*  This  may  appear  ao  extraordinary  and  improliable  a  pro- 
position, tliat  it  is  necessary  to  say  sudi  a  one  was  actoallf 
made.  Tlie  historians,  however,  substitute  the  widowed 
Queen  of  Naples,  sister  of  Richard,  for  the  bride,  and  Sala^ 
din*s  brother  for  the  bridegroom.  They  appear  to  have  tem 
Ignorant  of  the  existence  of  £dith  of  Plantagenet. — See  Mill's 
History  of  the  Crusades,  vol.  ii.  p.  61. 
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Tersatlon,  in  order  to  get  as  much  knowledge  as 
possible  of  the  plot,  as  he  deemed  it,  against  the 
honour  and  hs^piness  of  her,  whom  he  loved  not 
the  less  that  his  passion  had  mined,  apparently, 
his  fortunes,  at  once^  and  his  honour.-*-^  And  what 
Christian,"  he  said,  with  tolerable  cahnness,  <*  would 
sanction  a  union  so  unnatural,  as  that  of  a  Chris- 
tian maiden  with  an  unbelieying  Saracen  ?" 

"  Thou  art  but  an  ignorant,  bigoted  Nazarene," 
said  the  Hakim.  *^  See'st  thou  not  how  the  Mo- 
hammedan princes  daily  intermarry  with  the  noble 
Nazarene  maidens  in  Spain,  without  scandal  either 
to  Moor  or  Christian  ?  And  the  noble  Soldan  will, 
in  his  full  confidence  in  the  blood  of  Richard,  per- 
mit the  English  maid  the  freedom  which  your 
Prankish  manners  have  assigned  to  women.  He 
will  allow  her  the  free  exercise  of  her  religion, — 
seeing  that,  in  very  truth,  it  signifies  but  little  to 
which  faith  females  are  addicted, — and  he  will  as- 
sign her  such  place  and  rank  over  all  the  women  of 
his  zenana,  that  she  shall  be  in  every  respect  his 
sole  and  absolute  Queen.** 

"  What  I"  said  Sir  Kenneth,  «  darest  thou  think. 
Moslem,  that  Richard  would  give  his  kinswoman 
—a  high-bom  and  virtuous  princess — to  be,  at  best, 
I  the  foremost  concubine  in  the  haram  of  a  misbe- 
I  liever !  Know,  Hakim,  the  meanest  free  Christian 
I  noble  would  scorn,  on  his  child's  behalf,  such  splen- 
I       did  ignominy." 

"  Thou  errest,"  said  the  Hakim;  «  Philip  of 

\      France,  and  Henry  of  Champagne,  and  others  of 

Richard's  principal  allies,  have  heard  the  proposal 

without  starting,  and  have  promised,  as  far  as  they 
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ma^r,  to  forward  an  alliance  that  may  end  these 
wastefol  wars ;  and  the  wise  arch-priest  of  Tyre 
hath  undertaken  to  break  the  proposal  to  Richard, 
not  donbting  that  he  shall  be  able  to  bring  the  plan 
to  good  issue*  The  Soldan's  wisdom  hath  as  yet 
kept  his  proposition  secret  from  others,  such  as  he 
of  Montsrarat,  and  the  Master  of  the  Templars, 
because  he  knows  they  seek  to  thrive  by  Richard's 
death  or  disgrace,  not  by  his  life  or  honour. — Up, 
therefore,  Sir  Knight,  and  to  horse.  I  will  g^re 
thee  a  scroll  which  shall  advance  thee  highly  with 
the  Soldan ;  and  deem  not  that  you  are  leaving 
your  country,  or  her  caiise,  or  her  religion,  since  the 
interest  of  the  two  monarchs  will  speedily  be  the 
same.  To  Saladin  thy  counsel  will  be  most  accept* 
able,  since  thou  canst  make  him  aware  of  much 
concerning  the  marriages  of  the  Christians,  the 
treatment  of  their  wives,  and  other  points  of  their 
laws  and  usages,  which,  in  the  course  of  such  treaty, 
it  much  concerns  him  that  he  should  know.  The 
right  hand  of  the  Soldan  grasps  the  treasures  of  the 
East,  and  is  the  fountain  of  generosity.  Or,  if  thou 
desirest  it,  Saladin,  when  allied  with  England,  can 
have  but  little  difficulty  to  obtain  from  Richard 
not  only  thy  pardon  and  restoration  to  ^Bivour,  bat 
an  honourable  command  in  the  troops  which  may 
be  left  of  the  King  of  England's  host,  to  maintain 
their  joint  government  in  Palestine.  Up,  tlien> 
and  mount — there  lies  a  plain  path  before  thee.** 

«.  Hakim,"  said  the  Scottish  kni^t,  <<  thon  art 
a  man  of  peaces—also,  thou  hast  saved  the  life  of 
Richard  of  England — and,  moreover,  of  my  own 
poor  esquire,  Strauchan.     I  have,  therefore,  heard 
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10  m  end  a  matter,  which,  heing  propounded  by 
another  Moslem  than  thyself,  I  would  have  cut 
sbort  with  a  blow  of  my  dagger  I  Hakim,  in  return 
for  thy  kindness,  I  advise  thee  to  see  that  the  Sa- 
racen, who  ghall  propose  to  Riclmrd  a  union  betwixt 
the  blood  of  PUuitagenet  and  that  of  his  accursed 
race,  do  put  on  a  helmet,  which  is  capable  to  endure 
sack  a  blow  of  a  battle-axe  as  that  which  struck 
down  the  gate  of  Acre.  Certes,  he  will  be  other- 
wise placed  beyond  the  reach  even  of  thy  skill." 

'*  Thou  art,  then,  wilfully  determined  not  to  fly 
to  the  Saracen  host?"  toid  the  physician — <*  Yet, 
remember,  thou  stayest  to  certain  destruction ;  and 
the  writings  of  thy  law,  as  well  as  ours,  prohibit  man 
from  breaking  into  the  tabernacle  of  his  own  life." 

**  €rod  forbid  I"  replied  the  Scot,  crossing  him- 
self; *<  but  we  are  also  forbidden  to  avoid  the  pu- 
nidiment  which  oaf  crimes  have  deserved.  And^ 
lince  so  poor  are  thy  thoughts  of  fidelity.  Hakim, 
itgrodges  me  that  I  have  bestowed  my  good  hound 
on  thee,  for,  should  he  live,  he  will  have  a  master 
ignorant  of  his  value.** 

**  A  gift  that  is  begrudged,  is  already  recalled,' 
said  El  Hidcim,  ^'  only  we  physicians  are  sworn  not 
to  send  away  a  patient  uncnred.  If  the  dog  recover, 
ke  is  once  more  yours." 

"  Go  to.  Hakim,"  answered  Sir  K^enneth ;  <<  men 
spedc  not  of  hawk  and  hound  when  there  is  but 
>n  hour  of  day-breaking  betwixt  them  and  death. 
Leave  me  to  reccdlect  my  sins,  and  reconcile  myself 
to  Heaven." 

"  I  leave  thee  in  thine  obstinacy,"  said  the  phy* 
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sician ;  <'  the  mist  hides  the  precipice  from  those 
who  are  doomed  to  fall  over  it." 

He  withdrew  slowly,  turning  from  time  to  time 
his  head,  as  if  to  observe  whether  the  devoted 
\  knight  might  not  recall  him  either  by  word  or  sig- 
nal.  At  last  his  turbaned  fig^e  was  lost  among 
the  labyrinth  of  tents  which  lay  extended  beneath, 
whitening  in  the  pale  light  of  the  dawning,  before 
which  the  moonbeam  had  now  faded  away. 

But  although  the  physician  Adonbec's  words 
had  not  made  that  impression  upon  Kenneth  which 
the  sage  desired,  they  had  inspired  the  Scot  with 
a  motive  for  desiring  life,  which,  dishonoured  as  he 
conceived  himself  to  be,  he  was  before  willing  to 
part  from  as  from  a  sullied  vestment  no  longer  be- 
coming his  wear.  Much  that  had  passed  betwixt 
himself  and  the  hermit,  besides  what  he  had  obser- 
ved between  the  anchorite  and  Sheerkohf,  (or  II- 
derim,)  he  now  recalled  to  recollection,  and  tended 
to  confirm  what  the  Hakim  had  told  him  of  the 
secret  article  of  the  treaty* 

"  The  reverend  impostor  I"  he  exclaimed  to  him- 
self ;  "  the  hoary  hypocrite  I  He  spoke  of  the  un- 
believing husband  converted  by  the  believing  wife 
— and  what  do  I  know  but  that  the  traitor  exhibit- 
ed to  the  Saracen,  accursed  of  God,  the  beauties  of 
Edith  Plantagenet,  that  the  hound  might  judge  if 
the  princely  Christian  lady  were  fit  to  be  admitted 
into  the  haram  of  a  misbeliever  ?  If  I  had  yonder 
infidel  Ilderim,  or  whatsoever  he  is  called,  again  in 
the  gripe  with  which  I  once  held  him  ^t  as  ever 
hound  held  hare,  never  again  should  he  at  leas' 
Clime  on  errand  disgraceful  to  the  honour  of  Cbn» 
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tian  king,  or  noble  and  virtuous  maiden.  But  I 
-my  hours  are  fast  dwindling  into  minutes — yet, 
while  I  have  life  and  breath,  something  must  be 
done,  and  speedily." 

He  paused  for  a  few  minutes,  threw  from  him 
his  helmet,  then  strode  down  the  hill,  and  took  the 
road  to  King  Richard's  pavilion. 
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CHAPTER  XV- 

llie  feathered  aongiter,  chanticleer^ 

Had  wound  his  bugle-horn, 
And  told  the  early  villager 

The  coming  of  the  mom. 
King  Edward  saw  the  ruddy  streaks 

Of  light  eclipse  the  grey, 
And  heard  the  raven*s  croaking  throat 

Proclaim  the  fated  day. 
"  Thou*rt  right,**  he  said,  "  for,  by  the  God 

lliat  sits  enthroned  on  high, 
Charles  Bawdwin,  and  his  fellows  twain, 

This  day  shall  surely  die.*' 

Chattirton. 

On  the  evening  on  which  Sir  Kenneth  assumed 
his  post,  Richard,  after  the  stormy  event  which 
disturbed  its  tranquillity,  Y^slA  retired  to  rest  in  the 
plenitude  of  confidence  inspired  by  his  unbounded 
courage,  and  the  superiority  which  he  had  dispky- 
ed  in  carrying  the  point  he  aimed  at  in  presence  of 
the  whole  Christian  host,  and  its  leaders,  many  of 
whom,  he  was  aware^  regarded  in  their  secret  souls 
the  disgrace  of  the  Austrian  Duke  as  a  triumph 
over  themselves;  so  that  his  pride  felt  gratified, 
that  in  prostrating  one  enemy  he  had  mortified  a 
hundred. 

Another  monarch  would  have  doubled  his  guards 
on  the  evening  after  such  a  scene,  and  kept  at  least 
a  part  of  his  troops  under  arms.  But  Goeur  de  Lioo 
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diumissed,  upon  4iie  occasioiiy  eyen  his  ordinaiy 
wdJ^hy  and  assigned  to  his  soldiers  a  donatire  ci 
wine  to  celebrate  his  recovery,  and  to  drink  to  the 
Banner  of  Saint  George ;  and  his  quarter,  of  the 
camp  would  have  assumed  a  character  totally  deiroid 
of  vigilance  and  military  preparation,  hut  that  6ir 
Thomas  de  Vanx,  the  Earl  of  Salisbury,  and  other 
nobles,  took  precautions  to  preserve  order  and  dis- 
cipline among  the  revellers. 

The  physician  attended  the  King  from  his  re- 
tiring to  bed  till  midnight  was  past,  and  twice  ad- 
ministered medicine  to  him  during  that  period,  al- 
ways previously  observing  the  quarter  of  heaven 
occupied  by  the  full  moon,  whose  influences  he  de 
clared  to  be  most  sovereign,  or  most  baleful,  to  the 
effect  of  his  drugs.  It  was  three  hours  after  mid-^ 
night  ere  El  Hakim  withdrew  from  the  royal  tent, 
to  one  which  had  been  pitched  for  himself  and  his 
retinue^  In  his  way  thither  he  visited  the  tent  of 
Sir  Kenneth  of  the  Leopard,  in  order  to  see  the 
condition  of  his  first  patient  in  the  Christian  camp, 
old  Slorauchan,  as  the  knight  s  esquire  was  mimed. 
Enquiring  there  for  Sir  Kenneth  himself.  El  Ha- 
kim learned  on  what  duty  he  was  employed,  and 
probably  this  information  led  him  to  Samt  Greorge's 
Mount,  where  he  found  him  whom  he  sought  in  the 
disastrous  circumstances  alluded  to  in  the  last 
chapter. 

It  was  i^out  the  hour  of  sunrise,  when  a  slow,' 
armed  tread  was  heard  approaching  the  King's  pa- 
viUon ;  and  ere  De  Vaux,  who  slumbered  beiside  his, 
master's  bed  as  lightly  as  ever  sleep  sat  upon  the 
eyes  of  a  watch-dog,  had  time  to  do  more  than  arise 
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and  say,  **  Who  comes  ?"  the  Knight  of  the  Leo« 
pard  entered  the  tent,  with  a  deep  and  devoted 
gloom  seated  upon  his  manly  features. 

**  Whence  this  bold  intrusion,  Sir  Knight?"  said 
De  Vaux,  sternly,  yet  in  a  tone  which  respected  hia 
master's  slumbers. 

<<  Hold  I  De  Vaux,"  said  Richard,  awaking  on 
the  instant ;  **  Sir  Kenneth  cometh  like  a  good  sol- 
dier  to  render  an  aocount  of  his  guard — ^to  such  the 
Greneral*s  tent  is  er^r  accessible/* — Then  rising 
fi*om  his  slumbering  posture,  and  leaning  on  his 
elbow,  he  fixed  his  large  bright  eye  upon  the  war- 
rior—<<  Speak,  Sir  Scot ;  thou  comest  to  tell  me  of 
a  vigilant,  safe,  and  honourable  watch,  dost  thou 
not  ?  The  rustling  of  the  folds  of  the  Banner  of 
England  were  enough  to  g^ard  it,  even  without  the 
body  of  such  a  knight  as  men  hold  thee." 

*<  As  men  will  hold  me  no  more,"  said  Sir  Ken- 
neth— '<  My  watch  hath  neither  been  vigilant,  safe, 
nor  honon^ble.  The  Banner  of  England  has  been 
carried  off."  . 

«  And  thou  alive  to  tell  it  ?"  said  Richard,  in  a 
tone  of  derisive  incredulity. — "  Away,  it  cannot  be.  ' 
There  is  not  even  a  scratch  on  thy  face. — Why  dost 
thou  stand  thus  mute  ?  Speak  the  truth — ^it  is  ill 
jesting  with  a  king — yet  I  will  foi^ve  thee  if  thou 
hast  lied." 

<<  Lied  I  Sir  King  I"  returned  the  unfortunate 
knight,  with  fierce  emphasis,  and  one  glance  of  fire 
from  his  eye,  bright  and  transient  as  the  flash  from 
the  cold  and  stony  flint.  <<  But  this  also  must  be 
endured.^ — I  have  spoken  the  truth." 

^  By  God,  and  by  Saint  George  !**  said  the  Kio||;, 
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bursting  into  iriry,  which,  however,  he  instantly 
checked — "  De  Vanx,  go  view  the  spot — This  fe* 
ver  has  disturhed  his  brain — This  cannot  be — The 
man's  courage  is  proof — It  cannot  be  I  Cro  speedily 
—or  send,  if  thou  wilt  not  go." 

The  King  was  interrupted  by  Sir  Henry  Neville, 
who  came,  breathless,  to  say  that  the  banner  was 
gone,  and  the  knight  who  guarded  it  overpowered, 
and  most  probably  murdered,  as  there  was  a  pool 
of  blood  where  the  banner-spear  lay  shivered. 

<<  But  whom  do  I  see  here  ?"  said  Neville,  his 
eyes  suddenly  resting  upon  Sir  Kenneth. 

<*  A  traitor,*'  said  the  King,  starting  to  his  feet, 
and  seizing  the  curtal-axe,  which  was  ever  near  his 
bed— <<  a  traitor  I  whom  thou  shalt  see  die  a  trai- 
tor's death." — And  he  drew  back  the  weapon  as  in 
act  to  strike.  ' 

Colourless,  but  firm  as  a  marble  statue,  the  Scot 
stood  before  him,  with  his  bare  head  uncovered  by 
any  protection,  his  eyes  cast  down  to  the  earth,  his 
lips  scarcely  moving,  yet  muttering  probably  in 
prayer.  Opposite  to  him,  and  within  the  due  reach 
for  a  blow,  stood  King  Richard,  his  large  person 
wrapt  in  the  folds  of  his  camiscia,  or  ample  gown 
of  linen,  except  where  the  violence  of  his  action 
had  flung  the  covering  from  his  right  arm,  shoulder, 
and  a  part  of  his  breast,  leaving  to  view  a  specimen 
of  a  frame  which  might  have  merited  his  Saxon 
predecessor's  epithet  of  Ironside.  He  stood  for  an 
instant,  prompt  to  strike — then  sinking  the  head 
of  the  weapon  towards  the  ground,  he  exclaimed, 
*^  But  there  was  blood,  Neville — there  was  blood 
upon  the  place.     Hark  thee.  Sir  Scot — brave  thou 
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wert  onoe.  for  I  have  seen  tbee  fight— Say  thoa  hasi 
•lain  two  of  the  thieves  in  defence  of  the  Standard 
—say  but  one — say  then  hast  stmck  but  a  good 
blow  in  oar  behalf,  and  get  thee  out  of  the  camp 
with  thy  life  and  thy  infamy  !" 

"  You  have  called  me  liar,  my  Lord  King,"  re- 
plied Kennethy  firmly ;  '<  and  therein,  at  least,  yoa 
have  done  me  wrong — Know,  that  there  was  no 
blood  shed  in  defence  of  the  Standard  save  that  of 
a  poor  hound,  which,  more  faithful  than  his  master, 
defended  the  charge  which  he  deserted." 

<<  Now,  by  Saint  George  I''  said  Richard,  again 
heaving  up  his  arm — But  De  Vaux  threw  himself 
between  the  Kmg  and  the  object  of  his  vengeance, 
and  spoke  with  the  blunt  truth  of  his  character, 
<<  My  liege,  this  must  not  be— here,  nor  by  yonr 
own  hand.  It  is  enough  of  folly  for  one  night  and 
day,  to  have  intrusted  your  banner  to  a  Scot — said 
I  not  they  were  ever  fair  and  false  ?*** 

<<  Thou  didst,  De  Vaux ;  thou  wast  right,  and 
I  confess  it,"  said  Richard.  <<  I  should  have  known 
him  better — I  should  have  remembered  how  the 
fox  William  deceived  me  touching  this  Crusade." 

«  My  lord,"  said  Sir  Kenneth,  «  William  aH 
Scotland  never  deceived ;  but  circumstances  pre- 
vented his  bringing  his  forces." 

*  Such  were  the  terms  in  which  the  English  used  to  speik 
of  their  poor  northern  neighhours,  forgetting  that  their  own 
encroachments  upon  the  independence  of  Scothmd  obliged  the 
weaker  nation  to  defend  themselTes  by  policy  as  well  asfbroe. 
The  disgrace  must  be  divided  between  Edward  I.  and  11L» 
who  enforced  their  domination  over  a  free  country,  and  the 
Scots,  who  were  compelled  to  take  compulsory  oaths,  without 
any  purpose  of  keeping  them. 
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<<  Peace,  shamdess  I"  said  the  King ;  <"<  thoa 
tdtiest  the  name  of  a  prince,  even  by  speaking 
it — And  yet,  De  Vaux,  it  is  strange,"  he  added, 
'<  to  see  the  bearing  of  the  man.  Coward  or  traitoi* 
be  must  be,  yet  he  abode  the  blow  of  Richard  Plan- 
tagenet,  as  oor  arm  had  been  raised  to  lay  knight- 
hood on  his  shoulder.  Had  he  shown  the  slightest 
sign  of  fear — ^had  but  a  joint  trembled,  or  an  eyelid 
qoiyered,  I  had  shattered  his  head  like  a  crystal 
||;oblet.  But  I  cannot  strike  where  there  is  neither 
fear  nor  resistance." 

There  was  a  pause. 

«  My  lord,"  said  Kennedi 

*'  Ha  I"  replied  Richard,  interrupting  him,  <<  hast 
thou  found  diy  speech  ?  Ask  grace  from  Heaven, 
hnt  none  from  me,  for  England  is  dishonoured 
through  thy  fault ;  and  wert  thou  mine  own  and 
only  brother,  there  is  no  pardon  for  thy  fault." 

"  I  speak  not  to  demand  grace  of  mortal  man,** 
liid  the  Scot ;  <Mt  is  in  your  Grace's  pleasure  to 
give  or  refuse  me  time  for  Christian  shrift — ^if  man 
denies  it,  may  Ood  grant  me  the  absolution  which 
I  would  otherwise  ask  of  his  Church  I  But  whether 
I  die  on  the  instant,  or  half  an  hour  hence,  I  equally 
beseech  your  Grace  for  one  moment's  opportunity 
to  speak  that  to  your  royal  person,  which  highly 
ooneems  your  fame  as  a  Christian  King." 

**  Say  on,"  said  the  King,  making  no  doubt  that 
he  was  about  to  hear  some  confession  concerning 
the  loss  of  die  Banner. 

*<  What  I  have  to  speak,"  said  Sir  Kenneth, 
**  touches  the  royalty  of  England,  and  must  be  said 
to  no  ears  but  thine  own." 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


254  VALES  OF  THE  CRUSADERS. 

«  Begone  with  yoanelyeg,  sirs,"  said  the  King 
to  NeviUe  and  De  Vaox* 

The  first  obeyed,  but  the  latter  would  not  stir 
from  the  King*8  presence. 

<<  If  yoa  said  I  was  in  the  right,"  replied  D^ 
Vaux  to  his  sovereign,  <<  I  will  be  treated  as  one 
should  be  who  hath  been  found  to  be  right — that 
is,  I  will  have  my  own  wilL  I  leave  you  not  with 
this  false  Scot." 

"  How !  De  Vaux,"  said  Richard,  angrily,  and 
stamping  slightly,  <<  darest  thou  not  venture  our 
person  with  one  traitor  ?" 

"  It  is  in  vain  you  frown  and  stamp,  my  lord," 
said  De  Vaux ;  "  I  venture  not  a  sick  man  with  a 
sound  one,  a  naked  man  with  one  armed  in  proof." 

"  It  matters  not,"  said  the  Scottish  knight,  <*  I 
seek  no  excuse  to  put  o£F  time — I  will  speak  in 
presence  of  the  Lord  of  GiMand.  He  is  good  lord 
and  true." 

*^  But  half  an  hour  since,"  said  De  Vaux,  with 
a  groan,  implying  a  mixture  of  sorrow  and  vexa- 
tion, <'  and  I  had  said  as  much  for  thee  I" 

"  There  is  treason  around  you.  King  of  Eng» 
land,"  continued  Sir  Kenneth. 

"  It  may  well  be  as  thou  say'st,"  replied  Rich- 
ard, "  I  have  a  pregnant  example." 

"  Treason  that  will  injure  thee  more  deeply 
than  the  loss  of  an  hundred  banners  in  a  pitched 
field.  The — the" — Sir  Kenneth  hesitated,  and  at 
length  continued,  in  a  lower  tone,  "  The  Lady 
Edith" 

"  Hal"  said  the  King,  drawing  himself  sud- 
denly into  a  state  of  haughty  attention,  and  fixing 
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bis  eye  firmly  on  the  tnipposed  criminal ;  **  What 
of  her  ? — ^what  of  her  ? — what  has  the  to  do  with 
this  matter?" 

**  My  lord,"  said  the  Scot,  **  there  is  a  scheme 
on  foot  to  disgrace  your  royal  lineage,  hy  bestow- 
ing the  hand  of  the  Lady  EkUth  on  the  Saracen 
Soldan,  and  thereby  to  purchase  a  peace  most  dis- 
honourable to  Christendom,  by  an  alliance  most 
shameful  to  England." 

This  communication  had  precisely  the  contrary 
effect  from  that  which  Sir  Kenneth  expected. 
Richard  Plantagenet  was  one  of  those,  who,  in 
lago's  words,  would  not  serve  God  because  it  was 
the  devil  who  bade  him ;  advice  or  information  often 
affected  him  less  according  to  its  real  import,  than 
through  the  tinge  which  it  took  from  the  supposed 
character  and  views  of  those  by  whom  it  waa 
communicated.  Unfortunately,  the  mention  of  his 
relative's  name  renewed  his  recollection  of  what 
he  had  considered  as  extreme  presumption  in  the 
Knight  of  the  Leopard,  even  when  he  stood  high 
in  the  rolls  of  chivalry,  but  which,  in  his  present 
condition,  appeared  an  insult  sufficient  to  drive  the 
Bery  monarch  into  a  frenzy  of  passion. 

"  Silence,"  he  said,  <f  infamous  and  audacious  I 
By  Heaven,  I  will  have  thy  tongue  torn  out  with 
hot  pincers,  for  mentioning  the  very  name  of  a 
nohle  Christian  damsel  I  Know,  degenerate  traitor, 
that  I  was  already  aware  to  what  height  thou  hadst 
dared  to  raise  thine  eyes,  and  endured  it,  though 
it  were  insolence,  even  when  thou  hadst  cheated 
U8-~for  thou  art  all  a  deceit — into  holding  thee  at 
of  some  name  and  fame     But  now,  with  lips  blis- 
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tered  Mrfth  the  ooidb«ioii  of  iMne  own  dishonoir 
-^tkal  thoa  shoaldst  now  dare  to  name  our  Boble 
kinswoman  as  one  in  whose  fate  thoa  hast  part  M 
int^r^st  I  What  is  it  to  diee  if  she  marry  Saracea 
or  CSiristian? — ^what  is  it  to  thee,  if  in  a  camp 
where  princes  turn  cowards  hf  day,  and  robbefs 
by  night — where  brave  knights  turn  to  paltry  de- 
serters and  litiitors — what  is  it,  I  say,  to  thee,  or 
any  one,  if  I  shonld  please  to  ally  myself  to  ttnfk, 
and  to  Talonr,  in  the  person  of  Saladin  ?** 

<<  Little  to  me,  indeed,  to  whom  all  th^  wmld 
will  soon  be  as  nothing,"  answered  Sir  Kennetli, 
boldly ;  ^  bat  were  I  now  stretched  mi  die  radc, 
I  wonld  tell  thee,  that  what  I  have  said  is  moch  to 
thine  own  conscience  and  thine  o?m  fame.  I  tdl 
thee,  Sir  King,  that  if  thoa  dost  bat  in  dioaglit 
entertain  tiie  purpose  of  wedding  thy  kimwimian, 
the  Lady  Edith" 

'<  Name  her  not — and  for  an  instant  think  not 
of  her,"  said  1^  King,  again  straining  the  cintal* 
axe  in  his  gripe,  until  the  muscles  started  aboTi 
his  brawny  arm,  like  cordage  formed  by  the  ivy 
around  the  limb  of  an  oak. 

"  Not  name — not  think  of  her  I"  answn^  Sir 
Kenneth,  his  spirits,  stunned  as  they  were  by  self 
depression,  beg^ning  to  recover  their  ^asticitf 
from  this  species  of  controversy, — ^<  Now,  by  the 
Cross,  on  which  I  place  my  hope,  her  name  didS 
be  the  last  word  in  my  mouth,  her  image  llie  last 
thought  in  my  mind.  Try  thy  boasted  strei^ 
on  this  bare  brow,  and  see  if  thou  canst  piwent 
my  purpose." 

<<  He  will  drive  me  mad  I" — sud  Richard,  wlioi 
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in  his  despite,  was  once  more  staggered  in  his  pur- 
pose  by  the  dauntless  determination  of  the  criminal. 

Ere  Thomas  of  Gilsland  could  reply,  some  bustle 
was  heard  without,  and  the  arrival  of  the  Queen 
was  announced  from  the  outer  part  of  the  pavilion. 

"  Detun  her — detain  her,  Neville,"  said  the 
King ;  <<  this  is  no  sight  for  women — Fie,  that  I 
have  suffered  sudi  a  paltry  traitor  to  chafe  me 
thus  I — Away  with  him,  De  Vaux,"  be  whispered, 
"  through  the  back-entrance  of  our  tent-~coop  him 
op  dose,  and  answer  for  his  safe  custody  with  your 
life. — And  hark  ye — he  is  presently  to  die — ^let 
him  have  a  ghostly  father — we  would  not  kill  soul 
and  body. — And  stay— hark  'thee — ^we  will  not 
have  him  dishonoured — he  shall  die  knighitlike, 
in  his  belt  and  spurs ;  for  if  his  treachery  be  as 
hhick  as  hell,  his  boldness  may  match  that  of  the 
devil  himsel£" 

De  Yaux,  right  glad,  if  the  truth  may  be  guess- 
ed, that  the  scene  ended  without  Richard's  descend- 
ing to  the  unkingly  act  of  himself  slaying  an  unre- 
sisdng  prisoner,  made  haste  to  remove  Sir  Kenneth 
hy  a  private  issue  to  a  separate  tent,  where  he  was 
disarmed  and  put  in  fetters  for  security.  De  Yaux 
looked  on  with  a  steady  and  melancholy  attention, 
while  the  provost's  officers,  to  whom  Sir  Kenneth 
Wj)i  now  committed,  took  these  severe  precautions. 

When  they  were  ended,  he  said  solemnly  to  the 
unhappy  criminal — <<  It  is  King  Richard's  plea- 
tore  that  yon  die  undegraded — ^without  mutilation 
of  your  body,  or  shame  to  your  arms — and  that 
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your  head  be  severed  ^om  tlie^riiSRk  by  the  sword 
ef  the  exeontioner."  .    \^ , f.f: ■  ,^. 

**  It  18  kind,"  said  the  knigbt>  Jii'>^Iow«Bd  father 
sabmissive  tone  of  voice,  as  one  ^^hm  n^oeived  Jin  ub- 
eKpe<Sted  favowr^  ^  my  fiEinnly  will  not  then  hear  the 
worst  of  the  tale-^-Ofa,  ^my. ^fy^kfr^-'^^ckY  ^foUier  I** 

This  nattered  iHvocatiod,'did4Bi«t  «soi^  t^e  blunt 
bnt  kiticfiy-'fisctnred  Bnglishman,  and  he  bnuhed 
the  back  of  his  hu^  hand  over  his  rough  features, 
ere  he  coaM  proceed. 

'<  It  is  Richard  of  England's  farther  pleasore," 
he  said,  at  length,  **  that  yen  have  speech  with  i 
holy  man,  and  I  have  naet  on  the  passage  hither 
with  a  Carmelite  friar,  who  may  fit  you  for  yonr 
passage.  He  waits  withont,  until  you  are  ia  a 
faabH  of  mind  to  receive  him." 

<<  Let  it  be  instantly^"  said  the  knight.  **  h  \ 
this  also  Richard  is  kind.  I  cannot  be  more  fit  to  i 
see  the  good  father  at  any  tame  than  now ;  for  life  ' 
and  I  have  taken  farewc^,  as  two  travellers  who  | 
have  arrived  at  die  erossway,  where  llieir  roa^  i 
sq>arate."  ' 

<<  It  is  well,*'  said  De  Vaux,  slowly  and  solemiH  j 
ly ;  **  for  it  irks  me  somewhat  to  say  that  which 
sums  my  message.     It  is  King  Richud's  ipleasnre  I 
that  you  prepare  for  instant  death."  I 

^<  God's  ^pleasure  and  the  King's  be  >done,"  re- 
plied the  knight,  patiently.     **  I  neilher  costest  I 
the  justice  of  the  sentence,  nor  desire  delay  of  the  i 
execution." 

De  Vaux  began  to  leave  the  tent,  but very^ow-  | 
ly — paused  at  the  door,  and  looked  back  attbe  Scot, 
from  whose  aspect  thoughts  of  the  world  seemed 
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Imnished,  as  if  lie  was  compostng  himself  into  deep 
deyetion.  The  £eeling8  4Mf  the  stout  English  Baron 
were  in  general  none  of  the  most  acute,  and  y^et, 
AB  the  present  occastoB,  his  symfiathy  OTeq»owered 
him  in  an  unusual  manner,  fie  cune  hastily  back 
to  the  hundle  of  ireeds  on  which  the  captiFe  lay, 
took  one  of  liis  fettered  hands,  a»d  said,  with  as 
BKiGh  softness  as  his  roBghT>oioe  was  capable  of  ex^ 
pressing,  <<  Sir  JB^ometfa,  thou  art  yet  young — ^on 
kaat.a&thec  My  Rsdph,  whom  I  left  traimnghis 
little  galloway  nag  lOn  the  shanks  of  the  Irthing, 
may  one  day  attaun  thy  years — ^md,  'but  lor  last 
sight,  woidd  to  God  I  saw  his  youth  hear  9udh  'pro- 
mise as  t^ne !-— Can  nothing  be  sM  or  done  in  thy 
behalf?" 

"  Nothing,"  was  the  melancholy  answer.  "  I 
have  deserted  my  charge — the  banner  intrusted  to 
me  is  lost — When  the  headsman  and  block  are 
prepared,  the  head  and  trunk  are  ready  to  part 
company." 

"  Nay,  then,  Crod  have  mercy  I"  said  De  Vaux ; 
**  yet  would  I  rather  than  my  best  horse  I  had  taken 
that  watch  myself.  There  is  mystery  in  it,  young 
man,  as  a  plain  man  may  descry,  though  he  cannot 
see  through  it. — Cowardice  ?  pshaw  !  No  coward 
ever  fought  as  I  have  seen  thee  do. — Treachery  ? 
I  cannot  think  traitors  die  in  their  treason  so  calmly. 
Thou  hast  been  trained  from  thy  post  by  some  deeo 
gaile->some  well-devised  stratagem — the  cry  of 
some  distressed  maiden  has  caught  thine  ear,  or  the 
hiugbful  look  of  some  merry  one  has  taken  thine 
eye.  Never  blush  for  it,  we  have  all  been  led  aside 
by  such  gear.     Come,  I  pray  thee,  make  a  clean 
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eonscience  of  it  to  me,  instead  of  the  priest — Ricb- 
ard  is  merdfol  when  his  mood  is  abatCHcL  Hast  thou 
nothing  to  intmst  to  me  ?** 

The  unfortunate  knight  turned  his  faee  from  the 
kind  warrior,  and  answered — <<  Nothino." 

And  De  Vaux,  who  had  exhausted  his  topics  of 
persuasion,  arose  and  left  the  tent,  with  folded  arms, 
and  in  melancholy  deeper  than  he  thought  the  oc- 
casion merited — even  angry  with  himself,  to  find 
that  so  simple  a  matter  as  the  deadi  of  a  Scottish 
man  could  afPect  him  so  nearly. 

<*  Yet,"  as  he  said  to  himself,  <<  Uiough  the  rough- 
footed  knaves  be  our  enemies  in  Cumberland,  in 
Paleitine  one  almost  oondderi  them  as  brethren" 
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TIs  not  her  aenie— for  sure,  in  that 
There's  nothing  more  than  common ; 

And  all  her  wit  it  only  chat. 
Like  any  other  woman. 


The  high-born  Berengaria,  daughter  of  Sancheii 
King  of  Navarre,  and  the  Queen-Consort  of  the 
lieroic  Richard,  was  accounted  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tifbl  women  of  the  period.  Her  form  was  slight, 
tliongh  exquisitely  moulded.  She  was  graced  witb 
a  complexion  not  common  in  her  country,  a  profu-y 
•ionof  £Eiir  hair,  and  features  so  extremely  juvenile, 
as  to  make  her  look  several  years  younger  than  she 
really  was,  though  in  reality  she  was  not  above  one- 
and-twenty.  Perhaps  it  was  under  the  conscious- 
ness of  this  extremely  juvenile  appearance,  that  she 
affected,  or  at  least  practised,  a  little  childish  pe- 
tulance, and  wilfulness  of  manner,  not  unbefitting, 
she  might  suppose,  a  youthful  bride,  whose  rank 
and  age  gave  her  a  right  to  have  her  fantasies  in- 
dolged  and  attended  to.  She  was  by  nature  per- 
fectly good-humoured,  and  if  her  due  share  of  ad- 
miration and  homage  (in  her  opinion  a  very  large 
one)  was  duly  resigned  to  her,  no  one  could  possess 
better  temper,  or  a  more  friendly  disposition  ;  but 
^ben,  like  all  despots,  the  more  power  that  was  vo- 
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Iqntarily  yielded  to  her,  the  more  she  desired  to  t 
tend  her  sway.  Sometimes,  even  when  all  her  i 
bition  was  gratified,  she  chose  to  be  a  litde  ont  of 
healdi,  and  a  little  out  of  spirits ;  and  physidaas 
had  to  toil  their  wits  to  invent  names  iw  imagi- 
nary maladies,  while  her  ladm  racked  their  imi^- 
nation  for  new  games,  new  headgear,  and  new 
coart-scandal,  to  pass  away  those  nnpieasant  hmrs, 
daring  which  their  own  situation  was.  scarce  to  be 
greatly  envied.  Their  naost  ficeqiiefiiresoorce  for 
divertii^  thb  malady  was  some  trick,  or  piece  of 
mischief,  practised  upon  each  other ;  and  the  good 
Queen,  in  the  bueyaney  of  her  reviving  ^iries,  was, 
to  speak  truth,  rath^  too  intMfferent  whether  tbe 
£radic&  thus  practised  were  entirely  befitting  her 
own  dignity,  m  whether  tlie  pain  whidi  those  sn^ 
£ered  upon  whom  they  were  infiieted,  waff  not  be- 
yond the  proportion  of  ^teasure  whi<jt  ^e  herself 
derived  from  them.  She  was  confident  in  her  fans- 
band's  favour,  in  her  high  rank,  and  in  her  supposed 
power  to  make  good  whatever  such  pnuiks  might 
cost  others.  In  a  word,  she  gamboled  with  the 
^eedom  of  a  young  lioness,  who  is  unconsdons  ot 
the  weight  of  his  own  paws  wh^i  laid  on  tbo8« 
whom  she  spcMrts  with. 

The  Queen  Berengaria  loved  her  hnsbraid  pas- 
sionately, but  she  feared  the  loftiness  and  roaghness 
of  his  character,  and  as  she  felt  herself  not  to  be 
hift  match  in  inteUeet,  was  not  mudi  pleased  to  see 
that  he  woidd  often  talk  with  Edith  Plantagenet  in 
preference  to  herself,  simply  because  he  found  more 
amusement  in  her  conversation,  a  more  compre- 
hensive understanding,  and  a  mcnre  noble  cast  of 
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tiMH^teaad  sentiments,  than  his  beautiful  consort 
exhibited.  Beren^aria  did  not  hate  Edith  on  this 
aeooont,  &ur  les*  meditate  her  any  harm ;  for,  allow* 
ing  for  seme  selfishness,  her  character  was,  on  the 
wboby  innocent  and  generous.  But  the  ladies  of 
her  train,  sharp-sighted  in  such  matters,  had  for 
some  time  discerered,  that  a  poignant  jest  at  the 
expense  ef  the  Lady  Edith  was  a  specific  for  re- 
heving  her  Grace  of  England's  low  i^irits,  and  the 
disGOTery  saved  their  imagination  mudi  toil. 

There  was  something  ungenerous  in  this,  because 
the  Lady  EkHth  was  understood  to  be  an  orphan  ; 
and  though  she  was  called  Plantagenet,  and  the 
¥m  Maid  of  Aajou,  and  admitted  by  Richard  te 
cectam  priril^es  only  granted  to  the  royal  family, 
and  held  her  place  in  the  cirde  accordingly,  yet  few 
kneip,  and  none  acquainted  with  the  Court  of  Ehig- 
Itad  Tentnred  to  ask,  in  what  exact  degree  of  re- 
ktioBship  she  stood  to  CoBur  de  Lion.  She  had 
eune  witk  Eleancnr,  the  celebrated  Queen  Mother 
of  Eiigkad^  and  joined  Richard  at  Messina,  as  one 
•f  the  ladies  destined  to  attend  on  Berengaria, 
whose  anptials  ^en  i^^oaohed.  Richard  treated 
his  kinswoman  with  much  respectful  observance^ 
lid  the  Qoeen  made  her  her  naost  constant  attend- 
aat,aBd,  even  in  despite  of  the  petty  jealousy  which 
we  have  observed,  treated  her,  generally,  with  suit- 
•bb  respect. 

The  ladies  of  the  household  had,  for  a  long  time^ 
BO  further  advantage  over  Edith,  than  might  be 
afforded  by  an  opportunity  of  censuring  a  less  art- 
folly  disposed  head  attire,  or  an  unbecoming  robe ; 
for  the  lady  was  judged  to  be  inferior  in  these  mys- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


264  TALES  OF  THE  CRUSADER&. 

r^ries.  The  silent  devotion  of  the  Seot^h  Knight 
did  not,  indeed,  pass  unnoticed;  his  liveries  his 
cognizances,  his  feats  of  arms,  his  mottoes  and  de- 
vices, were  nearly  watched,  and  occasionidiy  mode 
the  subject  of  a  passing  jest.  But  then  came  the 
pilgrimage  of  the  Queen  and  her  ladies  to  Engaddi, 
a  journey  which  th6  Qneen  had  undertaken  under 
a  vow  for  the  recovery  of  her  husband's  health,  and 
which  she  had  been  encouraged  to  carry  into  effect 
by  the  Archbishop  of  Tyre  for  a  political  purpose. 
It  was  then,  and  in  the  chapel  at  that  holy  place, 
connected  from  above  with  a  Carmelite  nunmsry, 
from  beneath  with  the  cell  of  the  anchorite,^4at 
one  of  the  Queen's  attendants  remarked  that  secret 
sign  of  intelligence  which  Edith  had  made  to  her 
lover,  and  failed  not  instantly  to  communicate  it  to 
her  Majesty.  The  Queen  returned  from  her  pil- 
grimage enriched  with  this  admirable  recipe  against 
dulness  or  ennui,  and  her  train  was  at  the  same  lime 
augpnented  by  a  present  of  two  wretched  dwar^ 
from  the  dethroned  Queen  of  Jerusalem,  as  de^Mm- 
ed  and  as  crazy  (the  excellence  of  that  unhi^py 
species)  as  any  Queen  could  have  desired.  One 
of  Berengaria's  idle  amusements  had  been  to  try 
the  effect  of  the  sudden  appearance  of  such  gliastly 
and  fantastic  forms  on  the  nerves  of  the  Knight 
when  left  alone  in  the  chapel ;  but  the  jest  had  been 
lost  by  the  composure  of  the  Scot,  and  the  inter- 
ference of  the  anchorite.  She  had  now  tiried  an- 
other, of  which  the  consequence  promised  to  be 
more  serious. 

The  ladies  again  met  after  Sir  Kenneth  had  re- 
tired from  the  tent:  and  the  Queen,  at  first  littU 
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mo?ed  by  Edith's  angry  expostulations,  only  re- 
.plied  to  her  by  npbndding  her  prudeiy,  and  by  in- 
dolging  her  wit  at  the  expense  of  the  garb,  nation, 
and,  above  all,  the  poverty,  of  the  Knight  of  the 
Leopard,  in  which  she  displayed  a  good  deal  of 
f byfid  malice,  mingled  with  some  humour,  until 
Sdith  was  compelled  to  carry  her  anxiety  to  her 
.separate  apartment.  But  when,  in  the  morning, 
ft  female,  whom  Edith  had  intrusted  to  make  en- 
•quiry,  brought  word  {hat  the  Standard  was  miss- 
ing, and  its  champion  vanished,  she  burst  into  the 
.Queen's  apartment,  and  implored  her  to  rise  and 
proceed  to  the  King's  tent  without  delay,  and  use 
her  powerful  mediation  to  prevent  the  evil  conse- 
quences of  her  jest. 

.  Hie  Queen,  frightened  in  her  turn,  cast,  as  is 
usual,  the  blame  of  her  own  folly  on  those  around 
her,  and  endeavoured  to  comfort  Edith's  grief,  and 
i^pease  her  displeasure,  by  a  thousand  inconsistent 
arguments.  She  was  sure  no  harm  had  chanced — 
the  knight  was  sleeping,  she  fancied,  after  his  night- 
watch.  What  though,  for  fear  of  the  King's  dis- 
pleasure, he  had  deserted  with  the  standard — it  was 
but  a  piece  of  silk,  and  he  but  a  needy  adventurer 
»-^r  if  he  was  put  under  warding  for  a  time,  she 
would  soon  get  the  King  to  pardon  him — it  was 
but  waiting  to  let  Richard's  mood  pass  away. 

Thus  she  continued  talking  thick  and  fast,  and 
heaping  together  all  sorts  of  inconsistencies,  with 
the  vain  expectation  of  persuading  both  Edith  and 
herself  that  no  harm  could  come  of  a  frolic,  which 
in  her  heart  she  now  bitterly  repented.  But  while 
^th  in  vain  strove  to  intercept  this  torrent  of 
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kHe  tidky  the  csa§flrt  ^  eye  •£  one  of  tfte^  la 
who  entered  the  Qneea's  aportment.  There 
dmMk  in  her  look  of  affright  and  horror,  and  E 
al  the  first  glanee  of  her  coimtettanee,  had  sni 
onoe  OB  the  earth,  had  Bot  strong  Beeeseity,  tmi 
owB  defratioa  o£  dMraoter,  wiahled  her  te  nu^ 
at  least  external  compeeure. 

«  Madanh**  she  said  to  the  Queen,  ^  lose  bo 
odier  word  in  spedtiag,  hat  sare  Jife— if,  ind 
she  addedj  her  Toioe  choking  ae  ^e  said  k, 
nay  yet  he  sared" 

**  It  may — it  may,*'  answeved  t^e  Lniy  €a 
**  I  hare  just  heard  that  he  has  heea  breogt 
fore  the  King— 4t  b  net  yet  orer — bnt,**  she 
ed,  bursting  into  a  vehement  flood  ef  weepii 
which  persetiid  apprehensiens  had  some  shi 
'*  it  will  seen— unless  some  coarse  he  taken/ 

"  I  will  vew  a  gelden  eandiestiok  to  the 
Sepnkhre — a  ^rinre  ef  silT^r  te  ear  Lady  o\ 
gaddi — a  pall,  wor(4  one  kandred  besants,  to 
Thomas  of  Orthea,"  said  the  Qaeen  in  extrei 

<<  Up>  up,  madam  r  swd  Bditk;  «  call  oi 
samts  if  yen  list,  bat  be  yemr  own  best  samt. 

<<  Indeed,  madam,*'  said  the  terrified  atten 
<<  the  Lady  Edith  ^>eak9  truth.  Up,  madam 
let  OS  to  King  Ridiard^s  tent,  and  bejg  the 
gentleman's  life." 

«  I  will  go— I  will  go  instantty,"  saidthe  Q 
rising  and  trembUng  excessively ;  while  her  wc 
in  as  great  confusion  a»  herself,  were  unable  tc 
der  her  those  duties  which  were  indispensal 
her  levee.  Calm,  composed,  only  pale  as  d 
Ed^  ministered  to  the  Qneen  with  kev  own  1 
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and  alone' sapplied  tke  defid«nd«s  oi  Iker  nnaieroiit 
ttUenclaBita. 

<<  How  you  wait,  wencies,*'  emd  the  Queen,  net 
Me  even  then  to  fimrget  friveloM  dntmctiom*  <*^  Slif» 
fer  ye  the  Lady  Edith  to  do  the  duties  of  your 
attendanee? — Sec'st  thou,  Edith,  they  can  do  no- 
thiag — I  ehsdl  never  he  attired  in  time.  We  w^l 
send  lor  the  Arebbkhop  o#  Tyr^  and  enploy  him 
as  a  mediator.'* 

"  0  no,  no  I"  exclaimed  Edith — <<  Go  yourself, 
nwdaiB — ^yoD  have  done  the  evil,  do  yim  confer  the 
renedy;' 

<»  I  wiQ  go--^I  will  go,**  said  the  Queen  ;  ^  hut 
if  Bkhard  he  in.  his  mood,  I  dare  net  speak  to  htm 
-be  will  kill  me  r 

'<  Yet  gOy  gracious  madam,*'  said  the  Lady  Ca- 
pita, who  best  knew  h&r  mistress's  temper;  <*  not 
rhouy  iu  his  fury,  could  look  upon  euch  a  face  and 
form,  and  retain  so  much  as  an  ai^;ry  thooght— • 
hi  less  a  love^true  knight  l^ie  the  njvik  Richard, 
to  whcHu  your  slightest  word  would  he  a-command.** 

<"  Dost  thou  think  so,  CaLista?**  Mid  the  Queem 
'^  Ah,  thou  little  knowest — ^yet  I  w^ll  go^— But  see 
you  here — ^what  means  tJiis  ?  You  have  hedisened 
me  ia  green,  a  o<^ur  he  dete^a^  Lo  yon  I  kt  me 
have  a  blue  robe,  and — seai  ck  fior  the  nihy  carconet, 
which  was  part  of  the  King  of  Oyprus's  ransom — 
it  is  either  iu  the  steel-casket,  or  somewhere  else." 

<<  This,  and  a  man's  life  at  stake  I"  said  Edith, 
indignantly ;  **  it  passes  human  patience.  Remain 
at  your  ease,  madam — I  wiU  go  to  King  Richard — 
I  am  a  party  interested — I  will  know  if  the  honour 
of  a  poor  maiden  of  his  blood  is  to  he  so  far  tam« 
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pered  with,  that  her  name  shall  he  ahiised  to  tnun 
a  hrave  gentleman  from  his  duty,  hring  him  within 
the  compass  of  death  and  infamy,  and  make,  at  the 
same  time,  the  glory  of  England  a  laughing-stock 
to  the  whole  Christian  army." 

At  this  unexpected  burst  of  passion,  Berengarit 
listened  with  an  almost  stupified  look  of  fear  and 
wonder.  But  as  Edith  was  about  to  leave  the  tent, 
she  exclaimed,  though  faintly  ^<  Stop  her — stop 
her." 

*<  You  must,  mdeed,  stop,  noble  lady  Edith,"  said 
Calista,  taking  her  arm  gently ;  **  and  you,  royal 
madam,  I  am  sure,  will  go,  and  without  fartiier 
dallying.  If  the  Lady  Edith  goes  alone  to  the  King, 
he  will  be  dreadfully  incensed,  nor  will  it  be  one 
life  that  will  stay  his  fury." 

"  I  wiU  go — I  will  go,"  said  the  Queen,  yielding 
to  necessity ;  and  Edith  r^uctantly  halted  to  wait 
her  movements. 

They  were  now  as  speedy  as  she  could  have 
desired.  The  Queen  hastily  wrapped  herself  in  a 
large  loose  mantle,  which  covered  all  inaccuracies 
of  the  toilet.  In  this  guise,  attended  by  Edith  and 
her  women,  and  preceded  and  followed  by  a  few 
officers  and  men-at-arms,  she  hastened  to  the  tent 
/»f  her  lionlike  husblmdi 
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Were  erery  hair  upon  his  head  a  life. 
And  erery  life  were  to  be  supplicated 
By  niunbers  equal  to  those  hairs  quadrapled, 
Life  after  life  should  out  like  waning  stars 
Before  the  daybreak — or  as  festive  lamps, 
Which  have  lent  lustre  to  the  midnight  revel. 
Each  after  each  are  quenched  when  guests  depart ! 

Old  P%. 

The  entrance  of  Queen  Betengaria  into  the  in« 
tenor  of  Richard's  pavilion  was  withstood — ^in  the 
most  respectful  and  reverential  manner  indeed—* 
bat  still  withstood,  by  the  chamberlains  who  watch- 
ed in  the  outer  tent.  She  could  hear  the  stem  com- 
mand of  the  King  from  within,  prohibiting  their 
entrance. 

"  You  see,'*  said  the  Queen,  appealing  to  Edith, 
as  if  she  had  exhausted  all  means  of  intercession 
in  her  power—"  I  knew  it — ^the  Bang  will  not  re- 
ceive us." 

At  the  same  time,  they  heard  Richard  speak  to 
some  one  within,-—"  Go,  speed  thine  office  quick- 
ly, sirrah — ^for  in  that  consists  thy  mercy — ^ten  be- 
zants if  thou  deal'st  on  him  at  one  blow«— And, 
hark  thee,  villain,  observe  if  his  cheek  loses  colour, 
or  his  eye  falters — ^mark  me  the  smallest  twitch 
of  the  features,  or  wink  of  the  eyelid— I  love  to 
know  how  brave  souls  meet  death  '* 
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"  If  he  sees  my  blade  waved  aloft  without  shrink* 
ingf  he  is  the  first  ever  did  so,"  answered  a  harsh 
deep  voice,  which  a  sense  of  unusual  awe  had  soft- 
ened into  a  sound  much  lower  than  its  usual  coarse 
tones. 

fiklith  could  remain  sHent  no  longer.  "  If  your 
Grace,'*  she  said  to  the  Queen,  *^  make  not  your 
own  way,  I  make  it  for  you ;  or  if  not  for  your 
Majesty,  for  .myself,  at  least. — Ohamberlaias,  the 
Queen  demands  to  see  King  Richard — the  wife  to 
speak  with  her  husband." 

*^Noble  lady,"  ssad  the  officer,  lowering  his  wand 
of  office,  ^  it  grieves  me  to  gainsay  you ;  but  his 
Majesty  is  busied  on  matters  of  life  and  death." 

"  And  we  seek  idse  to  spealk  with  faim  on  mat- 

ters  ifi  1\£b  and  de^'*  isaid  Edith <<  I  wtU  make 

entrance  far  your  Grace." — And  puttii^  aside  the 
chambedftin  wath  «aie  hand,  she  laid  hold  4»n  the 
curtain  with  the  «tiheE. 

<<  I  dare  Aot  cgainsay  her  Majesty's  pleasure,"  said 
the  chamberlain,  yielding  to  the  vehemence  of  the 
fair  petitioner^  and  a»  he  'gave  way,  t^e  Queen 
found  hecself  obliged  to  .enter  the  apartment  of 
Richavd. 

The  Monarch  was  lying  on  his  couch,  and  at 
some  distance,  as  awaiting  his  £arther  commands, 
stood  .a  man  whose  pFC^essien  -it  was  not  difficult 
to  coi^^ecture.  He  was  -clothed  iin  a  jerkin  of  rod 
cloth,  which  reached  scantly  below  the  shoulders, 
leaving  the  arms  bare  from  about  halfway  afo^ve  the 
elbow,  and,  as  an  upper  garment,  he  wore,  when 
aboat  as  at  present  to  betake  himself  iio  liis  dread- 
fill  office,  a  coat  or  tabard  without  sleeves,  snme- 
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thing  like  t^at  of  a  herald,  made  of  drewed  biitl^ 
hide,  and  stained  w  the  ^ont  with  many  a  broad 
«pot  and  speckle  of  dull  crimson.  The  jiarkin,  and 
the  ti^ard  over  it,  readied  the  knee,  and  the  nether 
stocks,  or  oovering  of  the  legs,  were  of  the  same 
leather  wUch  composed  the  tabard.  A  cap  of  rough 
shag  served  to  hide  the  tipper  pant  of  a  visage, 
which,  like  that  of  a  screech-owl,  seemed  deshrous 
to  conceal  itself  from  light — 4^  lower  part  of  the 
ftoe  being  obscored  by  a  huge  red  beard,  mingling 
with  shaggy  locks  of  the  same  colour.  What  fea- 
tures were  seen  were  stem  and  misanthropical. 
The  man's  figure  was  ^ort,  strongly  made,  with  a 
neck  like  a  boll,  very  broad  shoulders,  arms  of  great 
and  disproportioned  length,  a  huge  square  trunk, 
and  thidc  bandy  legs.  This  truculent  official  leant 
on  a  sword,  the  blade  of  which  was  nearly  four  feet 
and  a  half  in  length,  while  the  handle  of  twenty 
inches,  surrounded  by  a  ring  of  lead  plummets  to 
oouoterpoise  the  weight  of  such  a  blade,  rose  con- 
siderably above  the  man's  liead,  as  he  rested  his  arm 
upon  its  hilt,  watting  for  King  Richard's  farther 
directions. 

On  the  sudden-  entrance  of  die  ladies,  Richard, 
who  was  then  lying  on  his  couch,  with  his  face  to- 
wards the  entrance,  and  resting  on  his  elbow  as  he 
spoke  to  his  grisly  attendant,  flung  himself  hastily, 
as  if  displeased  and  surprised,  to  the  other  side, 
taming  his  bac^  to  the  Queen  and  the  females  of 
her  train,  and  drawing  around  him  the  covering  of 
his  couch,  whidhy  by  his  ^own  dioice,  or  more  pro- 
bably the  flattering  selection  of  his  diambeilains, 
insisted  of  two  large  lions'  skins,  dressed  in  Ve- 
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nice  with  such  admirable  skill  that  th^  seemed 
softer  than  the  hide  of  the  deer. 

Berengaria,  such  as  we  have  described  her,  knew 
well — what  woman  knows  not  ? — her  own  road  to 
victory.  After  a  harried  glance  of  undisguised  and 
una£fected  terror  at  the  ghastly  companion  of  her 
hi^sband's  secret  counsels,  she  rushed  at  once  to  the 
side  of  Richard's  couch,  dropped  on  her  knees,  flung 
her  mantle  from  her  shoulders,  showing,  as  they 
hung  down  at  their  full  length,  her  beautiful  golden 
tresses,  and  while  her  countenance  seemed  like  a 
sun  bursting  through  a  doud,  yet  bearing  on  its 
pallid  front  traces  that  its  splendours  have  been 
obscured,  she  seized  upon  the  right  hand  of  the 
King,  whi(4i,  as  he  assumed  his  wonted  posture, 
had  been  employed  in  dragging  the  covering  of  his 
couch,  and  gradually  pulling  it  to  her  with  a  force 
which  was  resisted,  though  but  faintly,  she  pos- 
sessed herself  of  that  arm,  the  prop  o^  Christen- 
dom, and  the  dread  of  Heathenesse,  and  imprison- 
iag  its  strength  in  both  her  little  foiry  hands,  she 
bent  upon  it  her  brow,  and  united  to  it  her  lips. 

"  What  needs  this,  Berengaria?"  said  Richard, 
his  head  still  averted,  but  his  hand  remaining  an 
der  her  control. 

"  Send  away  that  man — ^his  look  kills  me !"  mat- 
tered Berengaria. 

"  Begone,  siirah,"  said  Richard,  still  withoot 
looking  round — ^*  What  wait'st  thou  for  ?  art  thoo 
6t  to  look  on  these  ladies?*' 

<<  Your  Higfaness's  pleasure  touching  the  head,*' 
said  the  man. 
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•^  0«t  with  thee,  dog !"  answered  Richard— «'  a 
Christian  burial !" 

The  man  disappeared,  after  casting  a  look  upon 
iIm  beautifol  Queen,  in  her  deranged  dress  and 
natqral  loveliness,  with  a  smile  of  admiration  more 
hideous  in  its  expression  than  even  his  usual  scowl 
of  cynical  hatred  against  humanity. 

"  And  now,  foolish  wench,  what  wishest  thou  ?" 
said  Richard,  turning  slowly  and  half  reluctantly 
roand  to  his  royal  suppliant. 

But  it  was  not  in  nature  for  any  one,  far  less  aa 
admirer  of  beauty  like  Richard,  to  whom  it  stood 
only  in  the  second  rank  to  glory,  to  look  without 
emotion  on  the  countenance  and  the  tremor  of  a 
creature  so  beautiful  as  Berengaria,  or  to  feel,  with- 
oat  sympathy,  that  her  lips,  her  brow,  were  on  his 
hand,  and  that  it  was  wetted  by  her  tears.  By  de- 
grees, he  turned  on  her  his  manly  oountoianoe,  with 
the  softest  expression  of  which  his  large  blue  eye, 
which  so  often  gleamed  with  insujBPerable  light,  was 
eapable.  Caressing  her  fair  head,  and  mingling  his 
large  fingers  in  her  beautiful  and  dishevelled  locks, 
he  raised  and  tenderly  kissed  the  cherub  eounte- 
nance  which  seemed  desirous  to  hide  iUeti  in  his 
hand.  The  robust  form,  the  broad,  noble  brow, 
and  majestic  looks,  the  naked  arm  and  shoulder, 
the  lions'  skins  among  which  he  lay,  and  the  fair 
fragile  feminine  creature  that  kneeled  by  his  side, 
night  have  served  for  a  model  of  Hercules  re- 
coaciling  himself,  after  a  quarr^  to  his  wife  De- 
janira. 

"  And,  once  more,  what  seeks  the  lady  of  my 
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heart  in  her  Imigfat's  payilion,  at  tk 
unwonted  honr  ?** 

'<  Pardon,  mj  most  gracious  liege,  i 
the  Queen,  whose  fears  began  again 
for  the  duty  of  intercessor. 

^  Pardon  I  for  what  ?"  said  the  Kii 

"  First,  for. entering  your  royal  j 
boldly  and  unadvisedly"—— 

She  stopped. 

**  Thou  too  boldly ! — ^the  sun  might 
pardon,  because  his  rays  entered  the 
some  wretch's  dungeon.  But  I  was 
work  unfit  for  thee  to  witness,  my  gen 
I  was  unwilling,  besides,  that  thou  si 
thy  precious  health  where  sickness  1 
lately  rife.'* 

<<  But  thou  art  now  well?"  said  the 
delaying  the  communication  which  sh 
make. 

**  Well  enough  to  break  a  lance  c 
crest  of  that  champion  who  shall  refuse 
ledge  thee  the  fairest  dame  in  Christen 

«  Thou  wilt  not  then  refuse  me  one 
one — only  a  poor  life  ?" 

**  Ha  I-^proceed,"  said  King  Richai 
his  brows. 

<<  This  unhappy  Scottish  knight' - 
Queen. 

<*  Speak  not  of  him,  madam,**  8ai< 
sternly ;  *<  he  dies — his  doom  is  fixed." 

**  Nay,  my  royal  liege  and  love,  'tis  I 
banner  neglected— Berengaria  will  giv 
other  broidered  with  her  own  hand,  and } 
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Mied  with  the  wind.  Every  pearl  I  have  shall 
go  to  bedeck  it,  and  with  every  pearl  I  will  dn^  a 
tear  of  thankfulness  to  my  generous  knight." 

<<  Thou  know*8t  not  what  thou  say'st,"  said  the 
King,  interrupting  her  in  anger — *^  Pearls  I  can  all 
the  pearls  of  the  East  atone  for  a  speck  upon  Ekig- 
land's  honour— 4dl  the  tears  that  ever  woman's  eye 
wept  wash  away  a  stain  on  Richard's  fame  ? — Go 
to,  madam,  know  your  place,  and  your  time,  and 
your  sphere.  At  present  we  have  duties  in  which 
yoa  cannot  be  our  partner." 

<*  Thou  hear'st,  Edith,"  whispered  the  Queen, 
**  we  shall  but  incense  him." 

**  Be  it  so,"  said  Edith,  stepping  forward^-—**  My 
lord — I,  your  poor  kinswoman,  crave  you  for  jus- 
tice rather  than  mercy ;  and,  to  the  cry  of  justice, 
the  ears  of  a  monarch  should  be  open  at  every  time, 
place,  and  circumstance." 

<*  Ha  I  our  cousin  Edith  ?"  said  Richard,  rising 
and  sitting  upright  on  the  side  of  his  couch,  cover- 
ed with  his  long  camiscia — *<  She  speaks  ever  king- 
like,  and  kinglike  will  I  answer  her,  so  she  bring 
no  request  unworthy  herself  or  me." 

The  beauty  of  Edith  was  of  a  more  intellectual 
and  less  voluptuous  cast  than  that  of  the  Queen ; 
but  impatience  and  anxiety  had  given  her  counte- 
nance a  glow,  which  it  sometimes  wanted,  and  her 
mien  had  a  character  of  energetic  dignity  that  im- 
posed silence  for  a  moment  even  on  Richard  him- 
self, who,  to  judge  by  his  looks,  would  willingly 
hare  interrupted  her. 

<*  My  lord,"  she  said,  **  this  good  knight,  whose 
blood  you  are  about  to  spill,  hath  done,  in  his  time. 
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lenrice  to  Christendom*  He  hath  fallen  from  hk 
duty,  through  a  snare  set  for  him  in  mere  folly  and 
idleness  of  spirit  A  message  sent  to  him  in  tk« 
name  of  one  who — why  should  I  not  sp^ik  it  ? — it 
was  in  my  own — induced  him  for  an  instant  to  leare 
his  post — And  what  knight  in  the  Christian  euof 
might  not  have  thus  far  transgressed  at  eononnand 
of  a  maiden,  who,  pomr  howsoerw  in  other  qnafities, 
hath  yet  the  hlood  of  Planti^enet  in  her  veins  ?" 
<<  And  you  saw  him,  then,  cousin  ?*'  replied  the 
King,  biting  his  lips  to  keep  down  his  passion. 

«  I  did,  my  H^e,"  said  Edith.  **  It  is  no  time 
to  explain  wherefore — I  am  here  neither  to  excul- 
pate myself  nor  to  blame  others." 
**  And  where  did  you  do  him  such  a  grace  ?" 
*^  In  the  tent  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen." 
«  Of  our  royal  consort  T  saki  Richard.  "  Now 
by  Heaven,  by  Saint  George  <^  England,  and  every 
othw  saint  that  treads  its  crystal  floor,  this  is  too 
audacious  I  I  have  noticed  and  overlooked  this  war- 
rior's insol^it  admiration  of  one  so  far  above  him, 
and  I  grudged  him  not  that  one  of  my  blood  shoold 
shed  from  her  high-bom  sphere  sui^  influence  u 
the  sun  bestows  on  the  world  beneath — But,  heaven 
and  earlli  I  that  yon  should  have  admitted  him  to 
an  audience  by  night,  in  the  very  ^t  of  our  rojtl 
consort  I — and  dare  to  offer  this  as  an  excuse  for 
his  disobedience  and  desertion  I  By  my  ^Either's 
soul,  Editor  thou  shalt  rue  this  thy  lifelong  in  a 
mimastery  !** 

**  My  liege,"  said  Edith,  <<  your  greatness  licenses 
tyranny.  My  honour.  Lord  King,  is  as  Htde  tooch- 
ed  as  yours,  and  my  Lady  the  Queen  cim  profo  it 
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if  she  think  fit. — But  I  have  already  said,  I  am  not 
here  to  excuse  myself  or  inculpate  others^-I  ask 
yen  hut  to  extend  to  one,  whose  fault  was  commit- 
ted under  strong  temptation,  t^at  mercy,  which  even 
yon  yourself,  Lord  King,  must  one  day  supplicate 
at  a  higlier  tribunal,  and  for  &ults,  perhaps,  less 
Feaial'' 

<<€aB  this  be  Edith  Plantagenet?"  said  the  King, 
bitterly.— <<  Eklith  Plantagenet,  the  wise  and  the 
nohle  ? — Or  is  it  some  lovesick  woman,  who  cares 
Mt  for  her  own  fame  in  comparison  of  the  life  <^ 
her  paramour  ?  Now,  by  King  Henry's  soul  I  little 
lindeis  but  I  order  thy  minion's  skull  to  be  brought 
^m  the  g^bet,  and  fixed  as  a  perpetual  ornament 
by  the  crucifix  in  thy  ceU  I" 

<<  And  if  thou  dost  send  it  from  lite  gibbet  to  be 
(diced  for  ever  in  my  sight,"  said  Edith,  <<  I  will 
say  it  is  a  relic  of  a  good  knight,  cruelly  and  un«- 
worthily  done  to  death  by'' — (she  checked  herself) 
-^"  by  one,  <^  whom  J  shiUl  only  say,  he  should  have 
known  better  how  to  reward  chivalry.— Minion 
tall'st  thou  him  ?"  she  continued,  with  increa»ng 
vehemence, — <*  He  was  indeed  my  lover,  and  a  most 
tine  one— but  never  sought  he  grace  from  me  by 
look  or  word-— -contented  willi  such  humble  obser- 
vince  as  men  pay  to  the  saints — And  the  good**- 
the  valiant — the  faithful,  must  die  for  this  I" 

**  O,  peace,  peace,  for  pity's  sake,"  whispered 
the  Queen,  "  you  do  but  <^eod  him  more  1" 

^  I  aue  not,"  said  Edith  ;  <<  tbe  spotless  virgin 
fean  not  ifaa  raging  lion*  Let  him  work  his  will 
on  this  worthy  knight.  Edith,  for  whom  be  dies, 
will  know  how  to  weep  his  memory — to  me  no  oo6 
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•hall  speak  more  of  politic  alliances,  to 
ed  with  thb  poor  hand.  I  could  not— 
' — have  been  his  bride  living— our  deg^ 
distant.  But  death  unites  the  big-h  an 
I  am  henceforward  the  spouse  of  the  ^ 

The  King  was  about  to  answer  with 
when  a  Carmelite  monk  entered  the  api 
tily,  his  head  and  person  muffled  in  the 
and  hood  of  striped  cloth  of  the  coars 
which  distingubhed  his  order,  and,  flin| 
on  his  knees  before  the  King,  conjui 
every  holy  word  and  sign,  to  stop  the  > 

**  Now,  by  both  sword  and  sceptre  V 
ard,  **  the  world  are  leagued  to  drive 
fools,  women,  and  monks,  cross  me  at 
How  comes  he  to  live  still  ?" 

"  My  gracious  li^e,"  said  the  monk,  ** 
of  the  Lord  of  Gilsland  to  stay  the  exe 
I  had  thrown  myself  at  your  royal" 

**  And  he  was  wilful  enough  to  gn 
quest,"  said  the  King ;  <<  but  it  is  of  a 
his  wonted  obstinacy — 'And  what  is  it  tl 
say  ?  Speak,  in  the  fiend's  name  I" 

<<  My  lord,  there  is  a  weighty  seci 
rests  under  the  seal  of  confession — I  d 
or  even  whisper  it — ^but  I  swear  to  thee  1 
order — ^by  the  habit  which  I  wear,  by  t 
Elias,  our  founder,  even  him  who  was 
without  suffering  the  ordinary  pangs  of 
— that  this  youth  hath  divulged  to  m< 
which^  if  I  might  confide  it  to  thee,  woi 
turn  thee  from  thy  bloody  purpose  in 
him." 
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«  Good  father,"  said  Richard,  "  that  I  reverence 
the  church,  let  the  arms  which  I  now  wear  for  her 
§ake  hear  witness.  Give  me  to  know  this  secret, 
and  I  will  do  what  shall  seem  fitting  in  the  matter. 
Bot  I  am  no  hlind  Bayard,  to  take  a  leap  in  thft 
dark  under  the  stroke  of  a  pair  of  priestly  spurs.** 

"  My  lord,"  said  the  holy  man,  throwing  back 
his  cowl  and  upper  vesture,  and  discovering  under 
the  latter  a  garment  of  goatskin,  and  from  beneath 
the  former  a  visage  so  wildly  wasted  by  climate^ 
hsiy  and  penance,  as  to  resemble  rather  the  appa- 
rition of  an  animated  skeleton  than  a  human  face, 
**  for  twenty  years  have  I  macerated  this  miserable 
body  in  the  caverns  of  Engaddi,  doing  penance  for 
a  great  crime.  Think  you  I,  who  am  dead  to  the 
world,  would  contrive  a  falsehood  to  endanger  my 
owasonl,  or  that  one,  bound  by  the  most  sacred 
oaths  to  the  contrary — one  such  as  I,  who  have  but 
one  longing  wish  connected  with  earth,  to  wit,  the 
rebuilding  of  our  Christian  Zion, — would  betray 
the  seorets  of  the  confessional  ?  Both  are  alike  ab- 
horrent to  my  very  soul.*' 

'*  So,'*  answered  the  King,  "  thou  art  that  her- 
nut  of  whom  men  speak  so  much  ?  Thou  art,  I 
confess,  like  enough  to  those  spirits  which  walk  in 
dry  places,  but  Richard  fears  no  hobgoblins- -and 
thou  art  he,  too,  as  I  bethink  me,  to  whom  the 
Christian  princes  sent  this  very  criminal  to  open  a 
eommunication  with  the  Soldan,  even  while  I,  who 
oo^ht  to  have  been  first  consulted,  lay  on  my  sick- 
bed ?  Thou  and  they  may  content  themselves— ^  I 
will  not  put  my  neck  into  the  loop  of  a  Carmelite  s 
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girdle-^ And,  for  your  «nTOj,  he  slitU  ^e, 
ther  and  the  sooner  that  thoa  dost  entrgat  fo 

<<  Now  God  be  graoioos  to  thee,  Lord  I 
said  the  hermit,  with  madi  emodon ;  *^  tl 
setting;  that  mischief  on  foot  which  thea  wi 
after  wish  thoa  hadst  stopt,  thoogh  it  had  o 
a  limb.     Rash,  blinded  man,  yet  forbear  I*' 

**  Away,  away,"  said  the  King,  stamping 
tfun  has  risen  on  the  dtshonoor  of  £Bglan< 
is  not  yet  avenged.— ^Ladies  and  priest,  w 
if  ye  would  not  hear  orders  which  would  ( 
you ;  for,  by  St  Oeorge^  I  swear**'*— ^ 

<«  Swear  Mot  I"  said  the  Tmee  of  one  ' 
just  then  entered  the  pavilion. 

<<  Ha !  my  learned  Hakim,'*  said  the  King 
I  hope,  to  tax  oar  generosity*** 

<<  I  eome  to  request  instant  speech  wi 
instant— and  touching  matters  of  deep  int 

*<  First  look  on  my  wife.  Hakim,  an< 
know  in  you  the  preserver  of  her  hnsbon 

**  It  is  not  for  me,'*  said  the  physiciai 
his  arms  with  an  air  of  Oriental  modesty 
renoe,  and  bending  his  eyes  on  the  gron 
is  not  for  me  to  look  upon  beauty  anv 
armed  in  its  splendours^** 

**  Retire,  then,  Berengaria,*'  said  the 
"  and,  Eidith,  do  you  retire  also ;— nay, 
your  importunities  I  This  I  give  to  then 
execution  shall  not  be  till  high  ttoon*-^( 
pacified— dearest  Berengaria,  begone.*-^] 
added,  with  a  glance  which  struck  Serroi 
the  coun^eous  sonl  of  his  kinswontaii,  << 
are  wise.** 
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The  females  withdrew,  or  rather  harried  from 
ihe  tent,  rank  and  ceremony  forgotten,  much  like  a 
flock  of  wild-fowl  huddled  together,  against  whom 
the  falccm  has  made  a  recent  stoop. 

They  returned  from  thence  to  the  Queen's  pa- 
vilion, to  indulge  in  regrets  and  recriminations, 
equally  unavailing.  Edith  was  the  only  one  who 
seemed  to  disdain  these  ordinary  channels  of  sor- 
row. Without  a  sigh,  without  a  tear,  without  a 
word  of  upbraiding,  she  attended  upon  the  Queen, 
whose  weak  temperament  showed  her  sorrow  in 
violent  hysterical  ecstasies,  and  passionate  hypo- 
diondriacal  effusions,  in  the  course  of  which  Edith 
sedulously,  and  even  a£Seotionat8ly»  attended  her. 

*<  It  is  in^ossible  she  can  have  loved  this  knigktf** 
said  Florise  to  Calista,  her  senior  iu  attendaace 
upon  the  Quemi's  person.     *<  We  have  been  mis- 
taken ;  she  is 'but  sorry  for  his  fate,  as  for  astrui 
ger  who  has  come  to  trouble  on  her  account*" 

*<  Hush,  hush,"  answered  her  more  experienced 
and  more  obs^*vant  conutule ;  <<  she  is  of  that  proud 
house  of  Plaatagenet,  who  never  own  that  a  hurt 
grieves  them.  While  they  have  themselves  been 
bleeding  to  death,  under  a  mortal  wound,  they  have 
been  known  to  bind  up  the  scratches  sustained  by 
theirmore  fainthearted  comrades^-^-Florise,  wehave 
done  fnghtfidly  wrong ;  and,  for  my  own  part,  I 
wonid  buy  with  every  jewel  I  have»  that  our  fatal 
jest  had  remsuned  unacted.'* 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

This  work  desires  a  planetary  intelligenee 
Of  Jupiter  and  Sol ;  and  those  great  spirits 
Are  proad»  £uitasticaL    It  asks  free*  charges 
To  entice  them  from  the  guiding  of  their  spheresy 
To  wait  on  mortals. 

Albumasie. 

The  hermit  followed  the  ladies  from  the  payiHoit 
of  Richard,  as  shadow  follows  a  heam  of  sunshine 
when  the  cloods  are  driving  over  the  face  of  the  san. 
But  he  turned  on  the  threshold,  and  held  ap  hid 
hand  towards  the  King  in  a  warning,  or  almost  a 
menacing  postore,  as  he  said, — "  Woe  to  him  who 
rejects  the  counsel  of  the  Church,  and  betaketh 
himself  to  the  foul  divan  of  the  infidel  I  King  Rich- 
ard, I  do  not  yet  shake  the  dust  from  my  feet  and 
depart  from  thy  encampment-^the  sword  falls  not 
— but  it  hangs  but  by  a  hair.— Haughty  monarch, 
we  shall  meet  again." 

**  Be  it  so,  haughty  priest/'  returned  Richard, 
«  prouder  in  thy  goatskins  than  princes  in  purple 
and  fine  linen.*' 

The  hermit  vanished  from  the  tent,  and  the  King 
continued,  addressing  the  Arabian, — **  Do  the  der- 
vises  of  the  East,  wise  Hakim,  use  such  ^Euniliarity 
with  their  princes  ?" 

**  The  dervise,"  replied  Adonbec,  "  should  be 
either  a  sage  or  a  madman :  there  is  no  middle 
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course  for  him  who  wears  the  khirkhah,*  who 
watches  by  night,  and  fasts  by  day.  Hence,  hath 
he  either  wisdom  enough  to  bear  himself  discreetly 
in  the  presence  of  princes,  or  else,  having  no  rea* 
son  bestowed  on  him,  he  is  not  responsible  for  his 
own  actions." 

**  Methinks  oar  monks  have  adopted  chiefly  the 
latter  character,"  said  Richard — "  But  to  the  mat- 
ter,— In  what  can  I  pleasure  you,  my  learned  phy- 
sician ?" 

*^  Great  King,"  said  El  Hakim,  making  his  pro- 
found Oriental  obeisance,  **  let  thy  servant  speak 
one  word,  and  yet  live.  I  would  remind  thee  that 
thoa  owest — ^not  to  me,  their  humble  instrument 
•-hut  to  the  Intelligences,  whose  benefits  I  di»* 
pense  to  mortals,  a. life" 

**  And  I  warrant  me  thou  wouldst  have  another 
iQjpequital,  ha  ?"  interrupted  the  King. 

^^  Such  is  my  humble  prayer,"  said  the  Hakim, 
^^  to  the  great  Melech  Ric-— even  the  life  of  this 
good  knight,  who  is  doomed  to  die,  and  but  for 
lach  fault  as  was  committed  by  the  Sultan  Adam, 
snmamed  Aboulbeschar,  or  the  father  of  all  men." 

"  And  thy  wisdom  might  remind  thee.  Hakim, 
that  Adam  died  for  it,"  said  the  King,  somewhat 
sternly,  and  then  began  to  pace  the  narrow  space 
of  his  tent,  with  some  emotion,  and  to  talk  to  him- 
self. «  Why,  Crod-a^mercy — I  knew  what  he  de- 
sired as  soon  as  ever  he  entered  the  pavilion  !•— < 
Here  is  one  poor  life  justly  condemned  to  extinc- 
tion, and  I,  a  king  and  a  soldier,  who  have  slain 

*  LitenUy,  the  tom  robe.    The  habit  of  the  derrifleB  is  si 

eaUed. 
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ihoosaads  by  my  command,  and  scores  with  my 
own  hand,  am  to  hare  no  power  over  it,  althougli 
the  honour  of  my  arms,  of  my  house,  oi  my  Tery 
Qoeen,  halh  been  attainted  by  the  cnl[>rit — By 
Saint  George,  it  makes  me  laugh  t — By  Saint 
Louis,  it  reminds  me  of  Blondel's  tale  of  an  en- 
chanted castle,  where  the  destined  knight  was 
withstood  successively  in  his  purpose  of  entrance 
by  forms  and  figures  the  most  dissimilar,  but  all 
hostile  to  his  undertaking  I  No  sooner  one  sunk 
thaa  another  appeared  I — Wife — Kinswoman^ 
Hermit-— Hakim--^eaoh  i^pears  in  the  lists  as  soon 
as  the  other  is  defeated  I — Why,  this  is  a  single 
knight  fighting  against  the  whole  m616e  of  the 
toumamoit — ha  I  ha  I  ha!" — And  Richard  laughed 
aloud ;  for  he  had,  in  fiact,  b^^  to  change  hit 
mood,  his  resentment  being  usually  too  violent  to 
be  of  long  endurance. 

The  physician  meanwhile  looked  on  him  with  a 
countenance  of  surprise,  not  unmingled  with  con- 
tempt ;  for  the  Eastern  people  make  no  allowance 
for  tiiose  mercurial  changes  in  the  temper,  and  con- 
sider open  laughter,  upon  almost  any  account,  as 
donatory  to  the  dignity  of  man,  and  becoming 
only  to  women  and  children.  At  length,  the  sage 
addressed  the  King,  when  he  saw  him  more  cum- 
posed. 

"  A  doom  of  death  should  not  issue  irom  langh 
ing  lips.— -Let  thy  servant  hope  that  thou  hast 
granted  him  this  man's  life." 

*<  Take  the  freedom  of  a  thousand  ci^tives  in- 
stead,** said  Richard;  <<  restore  so  many  of  thy 
countrymen  to  their  tents  and  families,  and  I  will 
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pve  tBe  warrant  instantly.  This  man's  life  can 
tnO  thee  nothing,  and  it  is  forfeited." 

<<  All  oar  lives  are  forfeited,"  said  the  Hakim, 
putting  his  hand  to  his  cap.  "  Bat  the  g^eat  Cre- 
ditor is  mercifnl,  and  exacts  not  the  pledge  rigo* 
roosly  nor  antimely." 

'<  Thoa  canst  show  me,"  said  Richard,  <<  no  spe- 
cial interest  thoa  hast  to  become  intercessor  betwixt 
me  and  the  execation  of  justice,  to  which  I  am  sworn 
u  a  ctowned  king." 

**  Thou  art  sworn  to  the  dealing  forth  mercy  as 
well  as  justice,"  said  El  Hakim ;  "  but  what  tiboa 
seekest,  great  King,  is  the  execation  of  thine  own 
wilL  And,  for  the  concern  I  have  in  this  request, 
know  that  many  a  man's  life  depends  upon  thy 
granting  this  boon.'* 

"  Explain  thy  words,"  said  Richard ;  **  but  think 
not  to  impost  upon  me  by  fiedse  pretexts." 

**  Be  it  far  from  thy  servant  I"  said  Adonbec. 
**  Know,  then,  that  the  medicine  to  which  thoa. 
Sir  King,  and  many  one  beside,  owe  their  recovery, 
is  a  talisman,  composed  under  certain  aspects  of 
the  heavens,  when  the  Divine  InteUigences  are 
most  propitious.  I  am  but  the  poor  administrator 
of  its  virtues.  I  dip  it  in  a  cup  of  water,  observe 
the  fitting  hour  to  administer  it  to  the  patient,  and 
the  potency  of  the  draugbt  works  the  cure." 

^  A  most  rare  medicine,"  said  the  King,  **  and 
a  commodious  I  and,  as  it  may  be  carried  in  the 
leech's  purse,  would  save  tbe  whole  caravan  of 
camels  whicb  they  require  to  convey  drugs  and 
*>hy8io-^;uff — I  marvel  there  is  any  other  in  use." 

"  It  IS  written,"  answered  the  Hakim,  with  im- 
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perturbable  gravity,  ^*  ^  abuse  not  the  steed  whidi 
hath  borne  thee  from  the  battle.'  Know,  that  snch 
talismans  might  indeed  be  framed,  bnt  rare  has 
been  the  number  of  adepts  who  have  dared  to  un- 
dertake the  application  of  their  virtue.  Severe 
restrictions,  painful  observances,  fasts,  and  penance, 
are  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  sage  who  nse^  this 
mode  of  cure ;  and  if,  through  neglect  of  diese  pre- 
parations, by  his  love  of  ease,  or  his  indulgence  of 
sensual  appetite,  he  omits  to  cure  at  least  twelve 
persons  within  the  course  of  each  moon,  the  virtue 
of  the  divine  gift  departs  from  the  amulet,  and  both 
the  last  patient  and  the  physician  will  be  exposed 
to  speedy  misfortune,  neither  will  they  survive  the 
year.  I  require  yet  one  life  to  make  up  the  ap- 
pointed number.** 

"  Go  out  into  ifhe  camp,  good  Hakim,  where 
thou  wilt  find  a-many,"  said  the  King,  **  and  do 
not  seek  to  rob  my  headsman  of  his  patients ;  it  is 
unbecoming  a  mediciner  of  thine  eminence  to  in- 
terfere with  the  practice  of  another. — Besides,  I 
cannot  see  how  delivering  a  criminal  from  the  death 
he  deserves,  should  go  to  make  up  thy  tale  of  mi- 
raculous cures." 

<«  When  thou  canst  show  why  a  draught  of  cold 
water  should  have  cured  thee,  when  the  most  pre- 
cious drugs  failed,"  said  the  Hakim,  ^<  thou  mayst 
reason  on  the  other  mysteries  attendant  on  this 
matter.  For  myself,  I  am  inefficient  to  the  great 
work,  having  this  morning  touched  an  unclean  ani- 
mal. Ask,  therefore,  no  farther  questions ;  it  is 
enough  that,  by  sparing  this  man's  life  at  my  re* 
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qaest,  you  will  deliver  yourself,  great  King,  and 
tiiy  servant,  from  a  great  danger." 

«  Hark  thee,  Adonbec,"  replied  the  King,  "  I 
have  no  objection  that  leeches  should  wrap  their 
wcHrds  in  mist,  and  pretend  to  derive  knowledge 
from  the  stars ;  but  when  you  bid  Richard  Plan- 
tagenet  fear  that  a  danger  will  fall  upon  him  from 
some  idle  omen,  or  omitted  ceremonial,  you  speak 
to  no  ignorant  Saxon,  or  doting  old  woman,  who 
foregoes  her  purpose  because  a  hare  crosses  the 
path,  a  raven  croaks,  or  a  cat  sneezes.** 

"  I  cannot  hinder  your  doubt  of  my  words,"  said 
Adonbec ;  <<  but  yet,  let  my  Lord  the  King  grant 
Uiat  truth  is  on  the  tongue  of  his  servant, — will 
.he  ihink  it  just  to  deprive  the  world,  and  every 
wretch  who  may  suffer  by  the  pains  which  so  lately 
reduced  him  to  that  couch,  of  the  benefit  of  this 
most  virtuous  talisman,  rather  than  extend  his  for- 
giveness to  one  poor  criminal  ?  Bethink  you,  Lord 
King,  that  though  thou  canst  slay  thousands,  thou 
canst  not  restore  one  man  to  health.  Kings  have 
the  power  of  Satan  to  torment,  sages  that  of  Allah 
to  heal — ^beware  how  thou  hinderest  the  good  to 
humanity,  which  thou  canst  not  thyself  render. 
Thou  canst  cut  off  the  head,  but  not  cure  the  ach- 
ing tooth." 

^*  This  is  over  insolent,"  said  the  King,  harden 
ing  himself,  as  the  Hakim  assumed  a  more  lofty, 
and  almost  a  commanding  tone.     *'  We  took  thee 
for  our  leech,  not  for  our  counsellor,  or  conscience- 


"  And  is  it  thus  the  most  renowned  Prince  of 
Frangistan  repays  hem  fit  done  to  his  royal  person  ?" 


L 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


288  TALI»  or  THE  CRUSADERS. 

Mid  El  Hakiin,  exchanging^  tlie  knmtle  and  tUmp^ 
ing  pottore,  in  whidi  he  had  hitherto  solidted  tha 
Kingyforanattitode  lofty  andcommanding.  **  Know, 
then,**  he  said,  <<  that  through  erery  oonrt  of  Europe 
and  Asia — to  Moslem  and  Nasaroie-^to  knight 
and  lady — ^wherever  harp  is  heard  and  sword  worn 
— ^wherever  honour  is  loved  and  infaifay  detested — 
to  erery  quarter  of  the  world  wiU  I  denoonee  thee, 
Meleoh  Ric,  as  ^ankless  and  ungenerous ;  and  even 
the  lands«*-if  there  he  any  sneh — diat  never  heard 
of  thy  renown,  shall  yet  he  acquainted  with  thy 
shame!*' 

*<  Are  these  tems  to  me,  vile  infidel  I**  said  Ri^ 
chard,  striding  np  to  him  in  fiiry.-**<<  Art  weary  ol 
thy  life?*' 

**  Strike  I**  said  El  Hakim ;  «  thine  own  ^ed 
shall  then  paint  thee  more  worthless  than  could  my 
words,  though  eadi  had  an  homet*s  sting.*^ 

Ridbard  turned  fiercely  from  him,  folded  his  arms, 
traversed  the  tent  as  hefbre,  and  then  «celaimed, 
**  Thankless  and  ungenerous  ?*-*as  w^  be  termed 
coward  and  infidel  I*-Hakim,  thou  hast  chosen  thy 
boon ;  and  though  I  had  rather  thou  hadst  asked 
my  crown-jewelsy  yet  I  may  not,  Idi^like,  refose 
thee.  Take  this  Scot,  therefore,  to  iky  keepkig-^ 
the  provost  will  deliver  him  to  thee  on  thk  war- 
rant.*' 

He  hastily  traced  one  or  two  Unes,  and  gave  them 
to  the  physician.  <<  Use  him  as  Iky  bond-^ve,  to 
be  disposed  of  as  thou  wilt^— only,  let  him  beware 
how  he  comes  before  the  eyes  of  Richard.  Hark 
thee — thou  art  wise-^he  hadi  been  over  bold  among 
those  in  whose  fair  looks  and  weak  jndgmenti  ve 
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Hill  oar  lioiioiir»  as  you  of  the  £a8l  lodge  your 
troMures  in  caskets  bf  silver  wire,  as  fine  and  as 
fnil  a»  the  web  of  a  gossamer*" 

^  Tky  servant  understands  the  word  of  the 
King,**  said  the  sage,  at  once  resuming  the  reve- 
rsBt  style  of  address  in  which  he  had  oommenced. 
<<  When  the  rich  carpet  is  soiled,  the  fool  pointeth 
to  the  stun — the  wise  man  covers  it  with  his  man- 
tle. I  have  heard  my  lord*s  pleasure,  and  to  hear 
if  to  obey." 

**  It  is  well,"  said  the  King ;  «  let  him  consult 
his  own  safety,  and  never  appear  in  my  presence 
more. — Is  there  aught  else  in  which  I  may  do  thee 
pleasure  ?" 

"  The  bounty  of  the  King  hath  filled  my  cup  to 
the  brim,"  said  die  sage ;  <*  yea,  it  hath  been  abund* 
ant  as  the  fountain  which  sprung  up  amid  the  camp 
of  tiie  descendants  of  Israel,  when  the  rock  was 
Uricken  by  the  rod  of  Moussa  Ben  Aipran." 

^  Ay,  but,"  said  the  King,  smiling,  **  it  required, 
as  in  the  desert,  a  hard  blow  on  the  rock,  ere  it 
yielded  its  treasures.  1  would  that  I  knew  s(»ne- 
tliing  to  fdeasure  thee,  which  I  might  yield  as  free« 
iy  M  the  natural  fountain  sends  forth  its  waters." 

"  Ijet  me  touch  that  victorious  hand,"  said  the 
Age,  <«  in  token,  that  if  Adonbec*el  Hakim  should 
liereafiter  demand  a  boon  of  Richard  of  England, 
ke  may  do  so,  yet  plead  his  command." 

<^  lliou  hast  hand  and  glove  upon  it,  man,"  re-^ 
plied  Richard  ;  «  only,  if  thou  couldst  consistently 
■ake  up  thy  tale  of  patients  without  craving  me 
to  deliver  from  punishment  those  who  ha^ve  deserved 

VOL.  xxxvin  T 
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it»  I  w^vld  more  wHlkigly  discharge  my  ddbl  m 
tome  other  form*" 

"  May  thy  days  be  mnltipUed  T'-^-aiiswered  the 
Hakim,  and  withdrew  from  the  apartment  after  the 
usual  deep  obeisance. 

King  Richard  gazed  after  him  as  he  departedi 
like  one  but  half-satisfied  with  what  had  passed. 

«<  Strange  pertinacity/'  he  said,  <<  in  this  Hi^im, 
and  a  woi^derM  chance  to  interfere  between  that 
audacious  Scot  and  the  chastisement  he  has  merited 
so  richly.  Yet,  let.  him  live  !  there  is  -one  brare 
man  the  more  in  the  world. — And  now  for  the 
Austrian. — H0|  is  the  Baron  of  (jrilsland  there 
without  ?" 

Sir  Thomas  de  Vaux  thus  summoned,  his  bulky 
form  speedily  darkened  the  opening  of  the  pavilioa, 
while  behind  him  glided  as  a  spectre,  unannounced, 
yet  unopposed,  the  savage  form  of  the  hermit  of 
Engaddi,  wrapped  in  his  goatskin  mantle. 

Richard,  without  noticing  his  presence,  called  in 
a  loud  tone  to  the  Baron,  <<  Sir  Thomas  de  Vaux, 
of  Lanercost  and  Gilsland,  take  trumpet  an^  he 
raid,  and  go  instantly  to  the  tent  of  him  whom 
they  call  Archduke  oi  Austria,  and  see  that  it  he 
when  the  press  of  his  knights  and  vassals  is  great- 
est around  him,T— as  is  likely  at  this  hour,  for  the 
Grerman  boar  breal^ists  ere  he  hears  mass— ^ter 
his  presence  with  as  little  reverence  as  thou  mayst, 
and  impeadi  him,  on  the  part  of  Richard  of  Eog- 
landy  that  be  hath  this  night>  by  his  own  hand,  or 
that  of  o^rsj  stolen  from  its  staff  the  Banner  of 
j^gland.  Wherefore,  say  to  him  our  pleasure, 
that,  within  an  hour  from  the  time  of  my  iq^eakiiig, 
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k»  restore  the  said  banner  with  ali  reverence-^he 
himself  and  his  prineipal  barons  waiting  the  whilst 
with  heads  uncovered,  and  without  their  robes  of 
honour. — And  that,  moreover,  he  pitch  beside  it, 
on  the  one  hand,  his  own  Banner  of  Austria  re- 
versed, as  that  which  hath  been  dishonoured  by  theft 
and  f^^ony-— and  on  the  other,  a  lance,  bearing  the 
bloody  h€»ftd  of  him  who  was  hi^  nearest  counsellor, 
or  assistant,  in  this  base  injury — And  say,  that  such 
our  behests  being  punctually  dischai^ed,  we  will, 
for  the  sake  of  our  vow,  and  the  weal  of  the  Holy 
Land,  forgive  his  other  forfeits.'^ 

*'  And  how  if  the  Duke  of  Austria  deny  all  ac- 
cession to  this  act  of  wrong  and  of  felony  ?"  said 
Thomas  de  Vaux. 

"  Tell  him,"  relied  the  King,  "  we  will  prove 
it  upon  his  body— ay,  were  he  backed  with  his  two 
bravest  champions.  Knightlike  will  we  prove  it, 
on  foot  or  on  hoHe,  in  the  desert  or  in  the  field, 
time,  place,  and  arms,  all  at  his  o?^  choice." 

<*  Bethink  you  of  the  peace  of  Qod  and  the 
Church,  my  liege  lord,"  said  the  Baron  of  GiMand, 
<<  among  those  princes  engaged  in  this  holy  Cru- 
sade." 

^*  Bethauk  you  how  to  execute  my  commands,  my 
liege  vassal,"  answered  Richard,  impatiently.  **  Me- 
thinks  men  expect  to  turn  our  purpose  by  their 
breathy  as  boys  blow  feat^rs  to  and  fro — Peace  of 
the  Church  I — ^who,  I  prithee,  minds  it  ?  The  peace 
of  the  church,  among  Crusaders,  implies  war  with 
the  Saracens,  with  whom  the  princes  have  made 
truce,  and  the  one  ends  with  the  other.  And,  be 
sides,  sec^  you  not  how  every  prince  of  them  is  seek- 
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ing  his  own  dereral  ends  ? — I  will  f*^  niiin»  alsw 
— and  thai  is  honour.  For  honour  I  came  htthm-, 
and  if  I  may  not  win  it  upon  the  Saracens,  at  least 
I  wil]  not  lose  a  jot  from  any  respect  to  this  paltry 
Duke,  though  he  were  holwarked  and  bottressed 
by  every  prince  in  the  Cmsade." 

De  Vanx  turned  to  obey  the  King's  mandate 
shn^ging  his  shoulders  at  the  same  time,  the  Uunt- 
ness  of  his  nature  being  unable  to  conceal  that  its 
tenor  went  against  his  judgment.  But  the  hermit 
of  Engaddi  stepped  forward,  and  assumed  the  mr 
of  one  chaiged  with  higher  commands  than  those 
of  a  mere  earthly  potentate.  Indeed,  his  dress  of 
shaggy  skins,  his  uncombed  and  untrimmed  hair 
and  beard,  his  lean,  wild,  and  contwted  features, 
and  the  almost  insane  fire  whidi  gleamed  from  un- 
der his  bushy  eyebrows,  made  him  approach  nearly 
to  our  idea  o£  some  seer  of  Scripture,  who,  charged 
with  high  mission  to  the  sinful  Kings  of  Jndah  or 
Israel,  descended  from  the  rocks  and  caverns  in 
which  he  dwelt  in  abstracted  solitude,  to  abash 
earthly  tyrants  in  the  midst  of  their  pride,  by  dis- 
charging on  them  the  blighting  denunciations  of 
Divine  Majesty,  even  as  the  cloud  discharges  the 
lightnings  with  which  it  is  fraught,  on  theipinnacles 
and  towers  of  castles  and  palaces.  In  the  midst  of 
his  most  wayward  mood,  Richard  respected  the 
church  and  its  ministers,  and  though  ofiended  at  th^ 
intrusion  of  the  hermit  into  his  tent,  he  greeted  him 
with  respect ;  at  the  same  time,  however,  making 
a  sign  to  Sir  Thcmias  de  Vaux  to  hasten  i>n  his 
message. 

But  the  hermit  prohibited  the  baron,  by  gesture. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TALE  II.      THE  TALISMAK.  S98 

(ook,  and  word,  to  stir  a  yard  on  such  an  errand ; 
aody  holding  op  his  bare  arm,  from  which  the  goat- 
skiD  mantle  fell  back  in  the  violence  of  his  action, 
he  waved  it  aloft,  meagre  with  famine,  and  wealed 
with  the  blows  of  the  disetpline* 

^^  In  the  name  of  God,  and  of  the  most  holy 
Father,  the  vicegerent  of  the  Christian  Church  npon 
earth,  I  prohibit  this  most  profane,  blood-thirsty, 
and  brutal  defiance,  betwixt  two  Christian  princes, 
wb4Ne  shonlders  are  signed  with  the  blessed  mark 
under  whidi  they  swore  brotherhood.  Woe  to  him 
by  whom  it  is  broken  I^-Richard  of  Ekigland,  re- 
call the  most  onhallowed  message  thou  hast  given 
to  that  baron— Danger  and  Death  are  nigh  thee  I — 
the  dagger  is  glancing  at  thy  very  throat  l**—— 

<<  Danger  and  Death  are  playmates  to  Richard," 
ansvrered  the  monarch,  proudly ;  **  and  he  hath 
braved  too  many  swords  to  fear  a  dagger." 

^^  Danger  and  Death  are  near,"  rejdied  the  seer ; 
and,  sinking  his  voice  to  a  hollow,  unearthly  tone, 
he  added,  *<  And  after  death  the  judgment  I" 

^  Good  and  holy  father,"  said  Richard,  ^  I  reve« 
rence  thy  person  and  thy  sanctity"--*— 

^*  Reverence  not  me  I"  interrupted  the  hermit  i 
**  reverence  sooner  the  vilest  insect  l^at  crawls  by 
tk»  shores  of  the  Dead  Sea,  and  feeds  upon  its  ac 
ounied  slime.  Bntrevetence  Him  whose  commands 
1  i^ak-*Reverenee  Him  whose  s^pul^re  you  have 
^^  wed  to  rescuo-«Reveve  the  oath  of  concord  which 
you  have  sworn,  and  break  not  the  silver  cord  of 
union  and  fidelity  with  which  you  have  bound  your- 
self to  your  princely  confederates." 

*'  Good  father/'  said  the  King,  «« yon  of  tb« 
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churcb  teem  to  me  to  prerame  Mmievluil,  if  a  Isy 
man  may  lay  lo  miicli»  upon  the  digaity  of  yon 
holy  dunoter.  Without  dudlenging  yonr  lig^t  t 
take  charge  <^  oar  cmMeienoe,  roethinkg  yoo  migh 
leave  us  the  charge  of  omr  own  honoor.'' 

**  Prenome  I"  r^>eated  the  hermit — ^*  is  it  for  m 
to  presume,  royal  Richard,  n^O  am  bat  th«  bei 
obeying  the  hand  of  the  aextoa — but  the  eenadefl 
and  worthleM  trumpet^  carrying  the  command  c 
him  who  aoonds  it  ?*-*Se^  on  my  knees  I  thnn 
myself  before  thee^  imj^oring  ^lee  to  hare  mere 
on  Chnsteadom,  on  England,  and  on  diysdf !" 

<*  Rise,  rise,"  said  Richard,  oompdlkg  him  t 
stand  up ;  **  it  beseems  not  diat  knees,  wbieb  ar 
so  frequently  bended  to  the  Deity,  riionldpress  th 
ground  in  humour  of  man.  What  damper  await 
us,  reverend  father  ?  and  idien  8t<»d  the  powe 
of  England  so  low,  -thai  the  noisy  Muster  &f  tfaii 
new-made  Duke's  displsasuro  riionld  alarm  her,  oi 
her  monarch  ?" 

<<  I  have  looked  forth  from  m^  monntaia  turrei 
upon  the  starry  host  of  heaven,  aa  eadi  in  lus  mid 
night  circuit  uttered  wisdom  to  another^  aiid  know- 
ledge to  the  few  who  can  understand  thdr  voice. 
There  sits  an  enemy  in  thy  House  of  Li^  Lord 
King,  malign  at  once  to  thy  faihe,  and  thy  prospe- 
rity— an  emanation 'of  Saturn,  menacing  diee  iritb 
instant  and  bloody  peril,  and  ^ioii,  bt^  thou  jiM 
thy  proud  will  to  the  rule  of  Ay  duty,  %ifl  present- 
ly crush  thee,  even  in  thy  pri^" 

"  Away,  away — this  is  headien  ^cienOS^"  ssid 
the  King.  «  Christians  practise  it  not-^wisii  bsq 
believe  it  not. — Old  man,  thou  dotest/* 
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<«  I  4ol6  noly  JRacbftrd,"  answered  the  hermit — 
^  I  MB  noi  wo  happ^.  I  know  my  condition,  and 
tibt  tome  portion  of  reason  is  yet  permitted  me, 
aot  fen*  my  own  use,  but  that  of  the  Chorch,  and 
Ihe  adraBeem^iit  of  the  Gross*  I  am  the  blind  man^ 
«rhe  holds  a  tipreh  to  others^  though  it  yields  no 
light  to  himself.  Ask  me  touching  what  concerns 
the  weal  of  Christendom,  and  of  this  Crusade,  and 
I  will  speak  with  thee  as  the  wisest  counsellor  on 
whose  tongue  persuasion  ever  sat.  Speak  to  me 
of  my  own  wretched  being,  and  my  words  shall  be 
tho0»  of  the  maniac  outcast  which  I  am." 

^<  I  would  not  break  the  l)ands  of  unity  asunder 
avioDg  the  Princes  of  the  Crusade,"  said  Richard, 
witii  a  mitigated  tone  and  manner ;  <<  but  what 
ttoDement  can  they  rend^  me  forthe  injustice  and 
UMolt  which  I  have  susteined  ?" 

*  K^Eren  of  that  I  am  prepared  and  commissioned 
to  speak  by  the  CouncU,  which,  meeting  hastily  at 
thasummoiis  of  Philip  of  France,  huve  taken  mea- 
tarssl^  that  effect." 

*  ** Strange," replied  Richard,  "that  others  should 
treat  of  what  is  due  to  the  wounded  Migesty  of 
EaglaiNir 

'  **ThiBy  are  willing  to  anticipate  your  demands, 
i^  it  b»  possible,'^  answered  the  hermit.  **  In  a 
hody,  they  consent  that  the  Banner  of  England  be 
tepkeed  on  Saint  George's  Mount,  and' they  lay 
ander  ban  and  condemnation  the  audadous  crimi- 
nal, or  criminals,  by  whom  it  was  outragied,  and 
wiUaonoimce  a  princely  rewtird  to  any  who  shall 
dimoitnee  the  d^mquent's  guilt,  and  give  his  flesh 
to  the  wolves  and  ravens.** 
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**  And  Austria,"  said  Richard-^'^  iqMis  wliofo 
rest  such  strong  presumptions  iJiat  he  ^ms  ^im 
author  of  the  deed  ?"  ' 

<<  To  prevent  discord  hi  the  host,"  relied  "^e 
^_ermit,  <*  Austria  will  clear  himself  of  ithe  sq^Icmhk, 
by  submitting  to  whatsoever  ordeal  the  Patriudi 
of  Jerusalem  shall  impose." 

<<  Will  he  clear  himself  by  the  trial  by  con^at  ?^ 
said  King  Richard. 

,    <<  His  oath  prohibits  %"  si»d  tiiie  hermit;  ^j«4« 
moreover,  the  Council  of  tiie  Princes"— 

<<  Will  neither  authorisKe  battle  against  the  Swrn- 
cens,"  interrupted  Richard, .  <<  nor  against  any  one 
else.  But  it  is  enough,  father-^-thou  hast  shown  tarn 
the  folly  of  proceeding  as  I  designed  in  ti^  matter. 
You  shall  sooner  Hght  your  tordi  in  a  paddle  of 
rain,  than  bring  a  spark  out  of  a  c<^4-blooded  «imp^ 
ard.  There  is  no  honour  to  be  gained  on  Austria, 
and  so  let  him  pass. — I  will  have  him  perjure  Jmbi- 
self.  However ;  I  will  insist  on  the  ordeaL^^-^Itar 
I  shaQ  laugh  to  hear  his  clumsy  fingers  hiss,  as^he 
grasps  the  red-hot  globe  of  iron  I — Ay^  orUrlHig« 
mouth  riven,  and  his  gullet  swelling  to  suffocaticNt, 
as  he  endeavours  to  swallow  the  consecratedlNDeadr' 

"  Peace,  Richard,"  said  the  hermit*^"  Ohf  peace, 
for  shame  if  not  for  charity  1  Who  ^laU  ^vmae  or 
honour  princes,  who  insult  and  ci^umniate  each 
other  ?  Alas  !  that  k  creature  so  n^e  «s  thoo  art 
— so  accomplished  in  princely  thoughts  and  prince- 
ly daring — so  fitted  to  honour  Ohrist^Klom  by  tliy 
actions,  and,  in  thy  calmer  mood,  to  rule  ber  bf 
ijiy  wisdom,  s)liould  yet  ha¥e  the  brute  and  wiU 
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far^f  the  lion,  mingled  wHh  the  dignity  and  coa« 
jnige<if  tb«t  kiiig  of  the  f<nrest  T 

He  remsdned  an  instant  musing  with  his  eyes 
fiaced  OB  the  ground,  and  then  proceeded — <*  But 
Hearen,  that  Icaowa  oar  imperfect  nature,  accepts  of 
our  imperfect  obedience,  and  hath  delayed,  though 
m^  averted,  the  bloody  end  of  thy  daring  life.  The 
destco3^g  angel  hath  stood  still,  as  of  old  by  the 
threshing-floor  of  Araunah  the  Jebusite^  and  the 
blade  is  drawn  in  his  hand,  by  which,  at  no  distant 
date,  Biehard,  the  lion-hearted,  ahaU  be  as  low  as 
Ibe  meanest  peasant." 

**  Must  it  then  be  so  soon?" — said  Richard. 
A^  Yoly  OTen  so  be  it.  May  my  course  be  bright^ 
ifitbebutWiefr 

:»:  <<.A]aaI  noble  King,"  said  the  solitary,  and  it 
■earned  as  if  a  tear  (unwonted  guest)  were  gather- 
mf^.  in  his  dry  and  glaxened  eye—**  short  and  me* 
landioly,  marked  with  mortification,  and  calamity, 
audi  oaptivityt  ii  the  span  that  divides  thee  from 
llie  grare  which^  yawns  for  thee—a  grave  in  which 
ihan  ahak  be  laid  without  lineage  to  succeed  thee 
-•f«ritboilt'tiie  tears  of  a  people,  exhaiisted  by  thy 
eeaselesa  wars,  to  lament  thee— widiout  having 
eKtendfid  the  knowledge  of  thy  gubjects— widHmt 
halving  doao  anght  to  enlarge  Uieir  happiness.'* 
•^^^f"  But  not  without  renown,  monk — not  without 
tlMS  tears  of  the  lady  of  my  love  \  These  eonsola- 
tions,  which  thou  canst  neither  know  nor  estimate, 
a^wait  upon  <  Richard  t&  his  grave.** 
y .  ^Ih  I  not  know^-^con  I  not  estimate,  the  value 
oC^lminstoreFs  praise,  and  of  lady's  love  t"  retorted 
ttuB  hemiity  in  a  tone^  which  for  a  moment  seem- 
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ed  to  emukte  the  enthnsiasm  of  Radiard  IiiiiiMlf. 
*'  King  of  England,"  he  oontinned,  exteoding  h» 
emaciated  arai,  ^<  the  blood  whieh  hw^  in  thy  blae 
reins  is  not  more  nohle  than  that  iv^ich  gti^;nates 
in  mine.  Few  and  cold  as  the  dn^  are,  they  still 
are  of  the  blood  of  the  royal  Losignan — of  4^ 
heroic  and  sainted  Godfirey.  I  am^-^hat  is^  1  ^vas 
when  in  the  world— Alberick  Mortemar*-*—*^ 

"  Whose  deeds,"  said  Ridiar<^  **  hare  ee  often 
filled  Fame*s  trumpet  I  Is  it  60*--cain  it  be  so?*^ 
Conld  such  a  light  as  thine '£ftU  from  ike  horimi 
of  chiralry,  and  yet  men  be  oneertain  where . its 
emberrfaad  aligHted  ?" 

<<  Seek  a  fallen  star,"  said  the  hermit^  **  and  Ihoa 
shalt  only  light  on  some  foul  jeUy,  which,  in  shoots 
ing  Uiro^i  the  horison^  has  assiimed  fora-memeiit 
4m  appearwuse  of  splendonv.  Riei»rd,  -tf  I  theiig[hC 
tiiat  rending  the  bloody  veiL  from  ay^honrible  hUB 
could  make  thy  proud  heart  stoop  to  ^i^  diaM^ne 
of  the  diurch^  I  eoidd  find  in  my  heart  to  teB  ik»e 
a  tale,  which  I  hare  hitherto  k^t^  gnawing  at  ny 
vitals  in  concealment*  like  the  self*^YOted  youth  of 
Heal^nesse,— ^Listen,  then,  Richard  imd^naaythe 
grief  and  despair,- which^oaanot  avail  ihis  wretdrad 
remnant  of  what  was  once  a  niaii.^  be  poworfol^es 
an  example  to  so  noblb^  yet  so  wiM  a  being  as  thea 
art  I'  Ye»-*I  ^11-^1  ixnU  tear  (^peiithe4ong<^dden 
wounds,  although  in  thy  very  pres^Ewe  they  ^oald 
bleed  to  death  r 

King  Richard,  upon  whom  the  history  of  M- 
b^iok  of  Mortemar  had  made^i^leep  impresMon  in 
his  early  years,  when  minstepels  were  regaHng-  bis 
father*s  h^ls  wiUi  l^ends  of  the  JEIoly;  liand.  hi* 
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teaed  wttk  respect  to  the  ontlines  of  a  t^  which, 
darkly  and  imperfectly  sketched,  indicated  snffi* 
mikiky  the  cause  of  the  partial  insanity  iff  this  sin* 
gdar  and  meat  unhappy  being. 
.  <<  I  need  not/'  he  said,  **  tell  tiiee  that  I  was 
noble  in  birth,  high  in  fortune,  strong  in  arms,  wise 
n  coonseL  All  these  I  was ;  hut  while  the  noblest 
ladies  in  Palestine  strove  which  should  wind  gar- 
iaadsfor  my  helmet,  my  love  was  fi:ked — unalterably 
Old  devotedly  fixed— -<m  a  maiden  of  low  degree. 
fl«r  ^dier,  an  ancient  soldier  of  the  Cross,  saw 
eor  passion,  and  knowing  tiie  di£Feraice  betwixt  ns, 
saw  no  other  refuge  for  his  dai^tei^s  hononf  than 
to'f  lace  her  within  the  shadow  of  the  doii^r:  I 
returned  hem  a  distant  expeiHtion,  losfded  with 
fpoiis-  and  honour,  to  find  my  happiness  was  d»- 
itro]red  fin*  ever  I  I,  too,  sought  the  cloister,  and 
fiitiui)  who  had  marked  me  for  his  own,  breathed 
i^MT  my  heart  a  va^ur  of  spiritital  pride;  whi<:li 
csuld  mily  have  had  its  source  in  his  own  infernal 
Mgions.  I  had  ris^  as  high  in  the  churdi  as  h^ 
fore  in  the  state^^I  was,  foreo<^, '  the  wise,  the 
tdf^mfficient,  the  impeccable' I — I  was  the'connsiel- 
br.of  eouncils — I  was  the  dii^ector  of  prelate^^ 
kew  should  I  stumble-— wherefore  should  I  fear 
temptation  ?^^Ala8 1  I  beciune  oonfedtfor  to  a  aistet* 
kood,  and  amongstthat  sisterhood  I  foutid  t^e  lM<g- 
lered— the  long-lost.  Spare  me  fiirther  confession  t 
•-^A  fallen  nun,  whose  guilt  was  avenged  by  self- 
nmrder,  sleeps  soumlly  in  the  vaults  of  Engaddi, 
vfaile,  above  her  very  grave,  gibbers,'  moans,  and 
voars  a  creature,  to  whom  bat  so  much  reason  is 
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left  as  may  suffice  to  reader  ban  oempl^tely  8ei»i-> 
bie  to  his  fate  I" 

'<  UDhappy  manr  said  Ricbardy  *^  I  wcmder 
no  longer  at  thy  misery.  How  didst  thou  escape 
the  doom^  whidi  the  canons  d^onnce  agakist  ^y 

**  Ask  one  who  is  yet  in  the  gall  of  wmidly  bit- 
terness," said  the  hermit,  ^  and  he  wiU  speak  ai  a 
life  spared  for  personal  respects,  and  from  ooasid«^ 
ation  to  high  birth.  Bnt>  Richard,  /  tell  thee, 
that  Providence  hath  presenred  me,  to  lift  me  on 
high  as  a  light  and  beacon,  whose  ashes,  when  this 
earthly  fuel  is  burnt  out,  must  yet  be  flung  into 
Tophet.  Withered  and  shrunk  as  this  poor  form 
is,  it  is  yet  animated  with  two  spirits-— one  aetife^ 
shrewd,  and  piercings  to  advocate  the  cause  of  tbe 
Church  of  Jerusalem — one  mean,  aliject,  and  de- 
spairing, fluctuating  between  madn^s  and  mtsecy, 
to  mourn  over  my  own  ^r^chedness,  and  to  guard 
holy  relics,  cm  which  it  would  be  most  sinful  for 
me  even  to  cast  my  eye.  Pity  me  not  I — ^it  is  but 
ffin  to  pity  Ihe  loss  of  such  an  a^ect--pity  me  not, 
but  profit  by  my  exampleb  Thou  standest  on  the 
highest,  and,  therdbre,  on  the  most  dangerous  pin- 
nacle, occupied  by  any  Christian  prince^  Thou  art 
proud  of  heart,  loose  of  life,  bloody  of  hand.  Put 
from  thee  the  sfins  which  are  to  thee  as  daughters 
-—though  they  be  dear  to  the  »aful  Adam,  expd 
these  adopted  furies  fl:*om  thy  breast— 4hy  pride, 
thy  luxury,  thy  blood«thirstiness." 

"  He  raves/*  sai4  Richard,  turning  ftwa  the  to- 
litary  to  De  Vaux,  as  one  who  felt  some  pam  kom 
a  sarcasm  which  yet  he  could  not  resent— thea 
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tofned  hiin  calm]y>  and  somewhat  soomfdlly,  to  tho 
anchoret,  as  he  replied — <*  Thoa  hast  found  a  fair 
bevf  of  daughters,  reverend  father,  to  one  who  hath 
been  hot  lew  months  married ;  hut  since  I  mnsi 
[mt  them  from  mj  roof,  it  were  bat  like  a  iiither  to 
provide  them  with  suitable  matches.  Wherefore, 
I  wiU  part  with  my  pride  to  the  noble  Canons  <ii 
the  Church—- my  luxury,  as  thou  eall'st  it,  to  the 
Monks  of  the  rule — and  my  blood-Uiirstiness  to  the 
Knights  of  the  Temple." 

**  O,  heart  of  steel,  and  hand  of  iron,"  said  the 
anch<Hree«-<<  upon  whom  example,  as  well  as  adviee, 
18  alike  thrown  away  I — Yet  shalt  thou  be  spared 
for  a  season,  in  case  it  so  be  thou  shouldst  turn 
and  do  that  which  is  acceptable  in  Uie  sight  of 
Heaven.^ — For  me,  I  must  return  to  my  place.-— 
K^rrie  Eleison  I — I  am  he  through  whom  the  rays  of 
heavenly  grace  dart  like  those  of  the  sun  through 
a  boming  glass,  concentrating  them  on  other  ob« 
ject8«  until  they  kindle  and  blaie,  while  the  glass 
itself  remains  cold  and  uninfluenced. — Kyrie  Elei- 
son I — the  poor  must  be  called,  for  the  rich  have 
refused  the  banquet — Kyrie  Eleison !" 

So  saying,  he  burst  from  the  tent,  uttering  loud 
cries. 

**  A  mad  priest  I" — said  Richard,  from  whose 
mind  the  frantic  exclamations  of  the  hermit  had 
partly  obliterated  the  impression  produced  by  the 
<ietail  of  his  personal  history  and  misfortunes. 
**  After  him,  De  Vanx,  and  see  he  comes  to  no^ 
Wm ;  for.  Crusaders  as  we  are,  a  jnggler  hath  more 
reverence  amongst  our  varlets  than  a  priest  or  a 
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tmnU  and  ikej  may»  perchance,  pat  some  scorn 
upon  him." 

The  knight  obeyed,  and  Richard  presently  gave 
way  to  the  thoughts  which  the  wiki  prophecy  of 
the  monk  had  inspired* — <<  To  die  early — without 
lineage— -without  lamentation  ? — a  heavy  sentence, 
and  w^  that  it  i&aot  passed  by  a  more  competent 
ju4%e«  Yet  the  &racens,  who  are  accomplished 
in  mystical  knowledge,  will  often  maintain,  that 
He,  in  whose  eyes  the  wisdom  of  the  sage  is  but 
as  folly,  inspires*  wisdom  and  prophecy  into  the 
seeming  folly  of  the  madman.  Yonder  hermit  is 
said  to  read  the  stars  too,  an  art  generally  practised 
in  these  lands,  where  the  heavenly  host  was  of  yore 
the  object  of  idolatry.  I  would  I  had  asked  him 
touchmg  the  loss  of  my  banner ;  for  not  the  blessed 
Tishbite,  the  founder  of  his  order,  could  seem  more 
wildly  rapt  out  of  himself,  or  speak  with,  a  tongne 
more  resembling  that  of  a  prophet.^ — How  now, 
De  Vaux,  what  news  of  the  mad  priest  ?" 

'<  Mad  priest,  call  you  him,  my  lord  ?"  answered 
De  Vaux.  ^  Methinks  he  resembles  more  the 
blessed  Baptist  himself,  just  issued  from  the  wil- 
derness. He  has  placed  himself  on  one  of  the 
military  engines,  and  from  thence  he  preaches  to 
the  soldiers,  as  never  man  preached  since  the  time 
of  Peter  the  Hermit.  The  camp,  alarmed  by  his 
cries,  crowd  around  him  in  thousands ;  and  break- 
ing off  every  now  and  then  from  the  main  thread 
of  his  discourse,  he  addresses  the  several  nations, 
each  in  their  own  language,  and  presses  upon  each 
the  arguments  best  qualified  to  ui^e  them  to  per- 
severance in  the  delivery  of  Palestine." 
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^  By  this  light,  a  noble  hermit  I"  said  King 
Richard.  '*  But  what  else  could  come  from  the 
blood  of  Godfrey  ?  He  despair  of  safety,  because 
he  hath  in  former  days  lived  par  amours  f  I  will 
hare  the  Pope  send  him  an  ample  remission,  and 
I  would  not  less  willingly  be  intercessor  had  his 
hdk  amie  been  an  abbess." 

As  he  sp<^e,4he  Archbishop  of  Tyre  craved 
aodience,  for  the  purpose  of  requesting  Richard's 
attendance,  should  his  health  permit,  on  a  secret 
condavjQ  of  the  chiefe  of  the  Crusade,  and  to  ex- 
plain to  him  the  military  and  political  incidents 
which  had  occurred  during  his  illness. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

]Mlii8t  we  then  sheathe  our  still  Yiatadma  sword; 
Tom  back  our  forward  step,  which  eyer  trode 
0*er  foemen's  necks  the  onward  path  of  glory  ; 
tJndasp  the  mail,  which  with  a  solemn  yow, 
.  Ia  <God^  own  house,  we  hung  upon  our  shoulders ; 
That  YOW,  as  unaccomplished  as  the  promise 
Which  yillage  nurses  make  to  still  their  children. 

And  after  think  no  more  of  ? 

The  Crutade,  a  Trage^ 

The  Archbishop  of  Tyre  was  an  emissary  well 
chosen  to  commonicate  to  Hichard  tidings,  which 
from  another  voice  the  lion-hearted  King  would 
not  have  brooked  to  hear,  without  the  most  nn- 
bounded  explosions  of  resentment.  Even  this  sa- 
gacioas  and  reverend  prelate  fi^und  difficulty  ia 
inducing  him  to  listen  to  news,  which  destroyed  all 
his  hopes  of  gaining  back  the  Holy  Sepulchre  bf 
force  of  arms,  and  acquiring  the  renown,  which  the 
universal  all-hail  of  Christendom  was  ready  to  con- 
fer upon  him,  as  the  Champion  of  the  Cross. 

But,  by  the  Archbishop's  report,  it  appeared  that 
Saladin  was  assembling  all  the  force  of  his  hundred 
tribes,  and  that  the  monarchs  of  Europe,  already 
disgusted  from  various  motives  with  the  expedi- 
tion, which  had  proved  so  hazardous,  and  was  daily 
growing  more  so,  had  resolved  to  abandon  their 
purpose.     In  this  they  were  countenanced  by  tlie 
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example  af  Philip  of  France,  who,  with  many  pro- 
testatioTiR  of  r^ard,  and  assurances  thai  he  would 
first  see  his  brother  of  England  in  safety,  declared 
his  mtention  to  return  to  Europe*  His  great  Tas- 
sal,  the  Earl  of  Champagne,  had  adopted  the  same 
i«8<4ation ;  and  it  oould  not  excite  surprise,  that 
Lei^old  of  Austria,  ASroated  as  he  had  been  by 
Rtcfaard,  was  glad  to  embrace  an  opportunity  of 
deserting  a  cause,  in  which  his  haughty  opponent 
was  to  be  o<msidered  as  chief.  Others  announced 
the  same  pmrpose ;  so  that  it  was  plain  that  the 
King  of  England  was  to  be  left,  if  he  chose  to  re- 
main, supported  only  by  such  volunteers  as  might, 
Doder  such  depressing  circumstances,  join  them- 
Mires  to  the  English  army ;  and  by  the  doubtful 
M  oi  Conrade  of  Montserrat,  and  the  military 
orders  of  the  Temple,  and  of  Saint  John,  who, 
tkoi^h  they  were  sworn  to  wage  battle  against  the 
Saracensy  were  at  least  equally  jealous  of  any  Euro- 
pean monarch  achieving  the  conquest  of  Palestine, 
iHiere,  with  shortsighted  and  selfish  policy,  they 
peposed  to  establish  independent  dominions  of 
their  own« 

It  needed  not  many  arguments  to  show  Richard 
the  truth  of  his  situation ;  and,  indeed,  after  his 
first  burst  of  passion,  he  sat  him  calmly  down,  and 
wil&  gloomy  looks,  head  depressed,  and  arms  folded 
OD-his  bosom,  listened  to  the  Archbishop's  rea- 
soning on  the  impossibility  of  his  carrying  on  the 
Crusade  when  deserted  by  his  companions.  Nay, 
he  ^(»rbore  interruption,  even  when  the  prelate 
ventured,  in  measured  terms,  to  hint  that  Richard's 
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own  impetuosity  had  been  one  mala  canse  of  dii^ 
gusting  the  princes  with  the  expedition* 

<<  Con/kear*' — answered  Richard,  with  a  dejected 
look,  and  something  of  a  melancholy  smile ;  **  I 
confess,  reverend  father,  that  I  ought  on  smne  ac^ 
counts  to  sing  ctdpa  mea.  But  is  it  not  hatd  that 
my  frailties  of  temper  should  be  visited  with  such 
a  penance,  that,  for  a  burst  or  two  of  natural  pas* 
sion,  I  should  be  doomed  to  see  fade  b^ore  me 
ungathered  such  a  rich  harvest  of  glory  to  Grod, 
and  honour  to  chivalry  ? — But  it  shall  not  fade- 
By  the  soul  of  the  Conqueror,  I  will  plant  the 
Cross  on  the  towers  of  Jerusalem,  or  it  shall  be 
planted  over  Richard's  grave  I" 

"  Thou  mayst  do  it,"  said  the  prelate,  "  yet  not 
another  drop  of  Christian  blood  be  shed  in  the 
quarrel." 

"  Ah,  you  speak  of  compromise,  Lord  Prelate— 
but  the  blood  of  the  infidel  hounds  must  ^so  cease 
to  flow,"  said  Richard. 

«  There  will  be  glory  enough,"  replied  the  Arch- 
bishop, **  in  having  extorted  from  Saladin,  by  force 
of  arms,  and  by  the  respect  inspired  by  your  fame, 
such  conditions,  as  at  once  restore  the  Holy  Se- 
pulchre, open  the  Holy  Land  to  pilgrims,  secure 
their  safety  by  strong  fortresses,  and,  stronger  than 
all,  assure  the  safety  of  the  Holy  City,  by  confer- 
ring on  Richard  the  title  of  King  Guardian  of  Je* 
rusalem." 

<<  How !"  said  Richard,  his  eyes  sparkling  with 
unusual  light — **^  I— I — I  the  King  Guardian  of 
the  Holy  City  I  Victory  itself,  but  that  it  is  vic- 
tory, could  not  gain  more— scarce  mo  much,  when 
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^dh  wif  li  BDwillitig  and  disunited  forces. — But  Sa- 
ladin  still  proposes  to  retain  his  interest  in  the  Holy 
Landr 

"  As  a  joint  sovereign,  the  sworn  ally,**  replied 
die  Prelate,  "  of  the  mighty  Richard — his  relative 
—if  it  may  be  permitted — by  marriage." 

<*  By  marriage  I"  said  Richard,  surprised,  yet 
1^  so  than  the  Prelate  had  expected.  <*  Hal — 
Ay — Edith  Plantagenet.  Did  I  dream  this? — 
or  did  some  one  tell  me  ?  My  head  is  still  weak 
from  this  fever,  and  has  been  agitated. — Was  it  the 
Scot,  or  the  Hakim,  or  yonder  holy  hermit,  that 
hinted  such  a  wild  bargain  ?" 

<<  The  hermit  of  Engaddi,  most  likely,*'  said  the 
Archbishop  ;  <*  for  he  hath  toiled  much  in  this  mat- 
ter ;  and  since  the  discontent  of  the  princes  has 
become  apparent,  and  a  separation  of  their  forces 
unavoidable,  he  hath  had  many  consultations,  both 
with  Christian  and  Pagan,  for  arranging  such  a 
pacification,  as  may  give  to  Christendom,  at  least 
in  part,  the  objects  of  this  holy  warfare." 

**  My  kinswoman  to  an  infidel — Ha  I"  exclaim- 
ed Richard,  as  his  eyes  began  to  sparkle. 

The  Prelate  hastened  to  avert  his  wrath. 

'*  The  Pope's  consent  must  doubtless  be  first  at- 
tained, and  the  holy  hermit,  who  is  well  known  at 
Rome,  will  treat  with  the  holy  Father." 

"  How  ? — without  our  consent  first  given  ?"  said 
&e  King. 

*<  Surely  no,"  said  the  Bishop,  in  a  quieting  and 
insinuating  tone  of  voice  *  '*  only  with  and  under 
your  especial  sanction." 

"  My  sanction  to  marry  my  kinswoman  to  an 
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iDfidel  ?"  said  Richard ;  yet  he  spoke  rather  ia  a 
tone  of  donht  than  as  distinctly  reprobating  the 
measnre  proposed.  <*  Could  I  hare  dreamed  of  such 
a  composition  when  I  leaped  upon  the  Syrian  shore 
from  the  prow  of  my  g^ey,  even  as  a  lion  sprii^ 
on  his  prey ! — And  now — But  proceed — I  will  hear 
with  patience.** 

Equally  delighted  and  surprised  to  find  his  task 
so  much  easier  than  he  had  apprehended,  the  Arch- 
bishop hastened  to  pour  forth  before  Richard  the 
instances  of  such  alliances  in  Spain — ^not  withodt 
countenance  from  the  Holy  See — ^the  incalculable 
advantages  which  all  Christendom  would  derive 
from  the  imion  of  Richard  and  Saladin,  by  a  bond 
so  sacred ;  and,  above  all,  he  spoke  with  great  vehe- 
mence and  unction  on  the  probability  that  Saladiit 
would,  in  case  of  the  proposed  alliance,  exchange 
his  false  faith  for  the  true, one. 

^<  Hath  the  Soldan  shown  any  disposition  to  be- 
come Christian  ?"  said  Richard ;  <*  if  so,  the  king 
lives  not  on  earth  to  whom  I  would  grant  the  hand 
^f  a  kinswoman,  ay,  or  lister,  sooner  than  to  my 
noble  Saladin — ay,  though  the  one  came  to  lay 
crown  and  sceptre  at  her  feet,  and  the  other  had 
nothing  to  offer  but  his  good  sword  and  better 
heart  r 

<<  Saladin  hath  heard  our  Christian  teachers,*" 
said  the  Bishop,  somewhat  evasively,— ^' my  tan- 
worthy  self — and  others — and  as  he  listens  with 
patience,  and  replies  with  calmness,  it  can  hardly 
be  but  that  he  be  snatched  as  a  brand  irom  the 
burning.  Magna  est  Veritas,  et  prevakbit  f  More- 
over, the  hermit  of  Engaddi,  few  of  whose  words 
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hare  fallen  fruitless  to  the  ground,  is  possessed 
folly  with  the  belief  that  there  is  a  calling  of  the 
Saracens. an4  the  other  heathen  approaching,  to 
which  this  marriage  shall  be  matter  of  induction. 
Ife  readetb  the  coarse  of  the  stars ;  and  dwelling, 
with  maceration,  of  the  flesh,  in  those  divine  places 
which  the  saints  have  trodden  of  old,  the  spirit  of 
fiyjah  the  Tishbite,  the  founder  of  his  blessed  or- 
der, hath  been  with  him  as  it  was  with  the  prophet 
l^isha,  the  son  of  Shaphat,  when  he  spread  his 
mantle  over  him." 

King  Richard  listened  to  the  Prelate's  reason- 
big,  with  a  downcast  brow  and  a  troubled  look. 

**  I  cannot  tell,"  he  said,  "  how  it  is  with  me ; 
but  roethinks  these  cold  counsels  of  the  Princes  of 
Christendom  have  infected  me  too  with  a  lethargy 
of  spirit.  The  time  hath  been,  that,  had  a  layman 
pn^MMed  such  alliance  to  me,  I  had  struck  him  to 
earth— 4f  a  churchman,  I  had  spit  at  him  as  a  re- 
negade and  priest, of  Baal — yet  now  this  counsel 
•oiRids  not  so  strange  in  mine  ear ;  for  why  should 
I  not  seek  for  brotherhood  and  alliance  with  a  Sa- 
nicen,  brave,  just,  generous,— who  loves  and  ho- 
nours a  worthy  foe,  as  if  he  were  a  friend, — ^whilst 
the  Princes  of  Christendom  shriiflk  from  the  side 
of  their  allies,  and  forsake  the  caxme  of  Heaven 
ttid  good  knighthood  ? — But  I  will  possess  my  pa- 
tience, and  will  not  think  of  them.  Only  one  at- 
tempt will  I  make  to  keep  this  gallant  brother- 
hood together,  if  it  be  possible ;  and  if  I  fail,  Lord 
Archbishop,  we  will  speak  together  of  thy  coun- 
^i  which,  as  now,  I  neither  accept  nor  altogether 
Inject    Wend  we  to  the  Council,  my  lord — the 
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bouraiUs  «84  Thoa  say'st  Hioliod  is^  kasty^ndl 
{«xiiid-Hlhott«hAll  see  him  bumble  bimsetf  like  the 
leffrly  breom^pkmt,  from  whkh  be  derives  Ins  smr* 
name.'*  ,        ,     . 

With  the  assistance  of  those'  of  hit  privy  ^dntift'* 
ber,  the  King  then  hastily  rebed^ums^f  in  a  don* 
blet  and  mantle  of  a  dark  and  naifbrm  colour ;  andl 
without  any  mark  of  r^al  dignity,  excepting  a  rin^ 
of  gold  upon  his  bead,  he  hastened  with  the  An^ 
bishop  of  Tyre,  to  attend  the  Goimcil,  whi^  wbo^^ 
but  his  presence  to  commence  its  sitting. 

The  parilion  of  the  Coandl  was  an  ample  l»at, 
having  before  it  the  large  Banner  of  theOross  ctis- 
played,  and  another,  on  whiefa  was  portrayed  a 
female  kneeling,  with  disherelled  hair  and  diaoiv 
dered  dress,  meant  to  r^iesent  the  des^ate  aad 
distressed  Ohun^  of  •  Jerosalem,  fuid  bearmg  the- 
moUo,  AffikiUB  tpojisa  ne  MimscaHs.  Wardersi* 
carefully  selected,  kept  erery  one  at  a  distance  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  this  tent,  lest  the  dehate%* 
which  were  sometimes  of  a  loud  and  stormy  clnrae-* 
tery  should  readi  other  ears  than  those  they  were 
designed  for.  .  ,  . 

Here,  therefore,  ^o  Princes  of  the  Cri^mde  wer#- 
assraibled,  awaiting  Richard's  mriyal;  and.  even 
the  brief  delay  which  was  thus  interposed,  was 
turned  to  hiadisadyantage  by  his  enemies ;  varidua 
instanees  being  circulated  of  his  pride,  and  undM» 
assumption  ai  superiority,  of  which  even  the  neoes^ 
sity  of  the  present  short  pause  was  quoted  as  wtt 
instance.  Men  strove  to  fortify  each  other  ia  4hei# 
evil  opinion  of  the  King  of  England,  and  vtndioatad 
the  offence  which  each  had  taken,  by  putting  the 
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no8t  »iet«re  cwMlractkm  npon  cih^amstanees  the 
most  triflnig ;  snd  all  this,  perhaps,  becattse  th«f 
wereoonsoioiif  of  an  insthietiTe  reverence  fDr  the 
heroic  monarch,  which  it  would  require  more  than 
oftWiry  ^forts  to  oreroome. 

l%ey  had  settled,  acecnrdingly,  that  they  should 
raoeiye  htm  on  his  entrance  with  slight  notice,  and 
BO  more  respect  than  was  exactly  necessary  to  keep 
within  the  hounds  of  cold  ceremonial.  Bnt  when 
tbey  beheld  tiiat  noble  form,  that  princely  connte^ 
aaoce,  somewhat  pale  ^rom  his  late  illness — the  eye 
wkidi  had  been  called  by  minstrels  the  bright  star 
sIbatUe  and  victory — ^when  his  i^^ts,  almost  sur- 
psiimg  human  strength  and  valour,  rushed  on  their 
FMcdlection,  iJie  Council  of  Princes  simultaneously 
troso  oven  the  jeidous  King  of  France,  and  the 
n&B  and  ofiended  Duke  of  Austrii^  arose  with 
ose  consent,  and  the  assemHed  princes  burst  forth 
wiUi  one  voice  in  the  acclamation,  <<  God  save  King 
Richani  of  England  I — Long  Kfe  to  the  valiant 
Lion*s-heart  I" 

With  a  countenance  frank  and  open  as  ^se  sum- 
taw  sun  when  it  rises,  Richard  distributed  lui 
thinks  around,  and  congratulated  htmftelf  on  being 
oBoe  more  among  hb  royal  brethren  of  the  Cm- 
•■des. 

^  Some  brief  words  he  desired  to  say/'  such  was 
Ui  address  to  the  assembly,  **  though  on  a  suliject 
80  unworthy  as  himsdf,  even  at  the  ride  of  ^May- 
iag  for  a  fow  minutes  their  consultations  for  the 
wsd  of  Ofafistendom,  and  the  advancement  of  thesr 
My  enterprise  " 
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The  aMembled  priBces  Fesnmed^li^  seatSy'irad 
there  was  a  profound  silence. 

<<  This  cUy/'  ciimtuiaed  the  Ku^  of  l^gknd^ 
"  is  a  high  festival  of  the  Chnrdi ;  and  well  beoonie^ 
it  Christian  men,  at  sih^  a  tide,  te  reconeSe  them* 
selves  with  their  brethren,  and  conless  their  &iilts 
to  eadi  other.  Noble  prinees,  and  fathers  €i  this 
holy  expedition,  Richard  is  a  soldier — hie  hand  b 
ever  readier  than  his  t<mg^e*— attd  his  tongue  i« 
but  tpo  much  used  to  the  rough  language  of  his 
trade.  But  do  not,  for  Pkntagraet's  hasty  ^>eedie8 
and  ill-considered  acti<^is,  forsake  the  nobk  cause 
of  the  redemptioa  of  Palestine— do  not  tiirowaw^ 
efUfthly  reaown  and  eternal  salvation,  t»  be  wse 
here  if  ever  they  can  be  ^tm  by  man,  because  the 
act  of  1^  8(ddier  ms^  have  been  hasty,  and  his  ^peeeh 
as  hard  as,  the  iron  w^di  he  has  worn  from  child- 
hood. Is  Ridiard  in  default  to  any  of  yon,  lUctod 
will  make  compensation  both  by  word  and  actiea. 
-—Noble  brother  of  Fn^ice,  have  I  beenso  nnladiy 
as  to  offend  you  ?" 

<*  The  Majesty  of  France  has  no  atonement  to 
seek  from  that  of  England,*'  answered  Phi%,  with 
kingly  digmty,  accepting,  at  die  same  tone,  the 
offered  hand  of  Richard ;  **  and  whatever  opinioB 
I  may  adopt  concerning  the  prosecution  of  tins 
enterprise,  will  depend  on  reasons  artsii^ost  of  the 
state  of  my  own  Idngdom,  certainly  on  no  jeatoasy 
or  disgust  at  my  royid  and  most  valorous  brother.' 

<*  Anslana,''  said  Richard,  walking  i^  to  die  ArA- 
duke,>  mitk  a  nuxtnre  of  frankness  and  digoityv 
while  Leopold  arose  from  his  seat,  avif  i«roluiitii» 
rily,  and  with  the  action  of  an  automaton,  whos* 
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K^^lMHift dipeiided  iip<m  someesterMd^wpiilfei — 
''  Austria  thicks  he  hath  jreaaon  to  he  offended  with 
JiBg^aiid;  En^^dithat  he-ha^cametoooippUiB 
ef  AAstria*  .Let  them  exchange  .fosipiveneM^  that 
the  peace  of  Eprope,  and  the  cow«ord  ni  this  hDst» 
may  remain  unbroken.  We  are  now  joint  sopport- 
era  of  a  more  glorioos  banner  than  ever  biased  be- 
fore aa  eacthl|r  ^rinoe^  even^  the  Banner  of  Salvation 
*«^let  not,  dierefoce>  strife  he.  betwixt  us»  for  the 
symbol  of  our  more  worldly  .dignities ;  butletlrfoo- 
pold  restore  the  pennon  of  Enc^d^.if  he  has  it  in 
his  power,  and  Richard  w}ll  say,  thou^  fixnn  up 
mf^vesave  his  love  for  IMy  Church,  that  he  r<^- 
pents  him  of  .the  hasty  mood  in  which  he  did  insuU 
the  standard  of  Austria."  . 
.  i  ,The  Archduke  stood  still,  sollen  and  diseont^t^ 
ed,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  floor,  and  hif  oouo* 
tenanoeiowering  with  smothered  di^leasnre,  which 
awe^  mingled,  with  awkwardness,  prevented  his 
giving  ventf  to  in  words.   , 

I  The, Patriarch  of  Jerusalem  hastened  to  break 
the  embarrassing  sU^ice,  and  to  bear  witness  for  the 
Archduke  of  Anstria,  that  he  had  exculpated  him- 
sdf,  by  .&  solemn,  oath,  ftom  all  knowledge,  direct 
<Hr indirect,  of  the  aggression  donate  the  Bansi^ 
efiSkogland. 

,^  *\  Then  we. have  done  the  i^oblO:  Archduke  the 
gjceater  wr<Hig,"  said  Bicbard;  *<  and  craving  his 
pav^dao  for  imputing  to  him  an  on^ragesp  coi^ardly, 
we  extend  our  hand, to  l^m  in  t(^^ of, renewed 
peaceand  amity.^*But  hew  is  this ?  .^is^tria  re* 
6|iee.our  mieovered  hfm4»».«B  he  formerly  reused 
pms^wledi^love  ?  What  J  are  wa  |i«ther  tp  bc.hi^ 
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mate  in  pMoe»  nor  his  antagmiifltni  wkt?  W«iR, 
let  H  be  so.  We  wHl  take  the  sUght  esleem  in 
wkieh  he  holds  os,  as  n  penanoe  for  aught  which 
we  may  hare  done  against  him  in  heiri;  <^  blood, 
and  wUl  therefiwe  fa<4d  ^e  aeooimt  betweoi  ns 
deared." 

So  saying,  he  tamed  from  tiie  Arehdnke  wi^ 
an  air  rather  of  dignity  tiian  socmi,  leaving  ikt 
Austrian  apparently  as  moeh  relieved  by  the  re* 
Miofal  of  his  eye,  as  is  a  sullen  and  truant  school- 
boy  when  the  glanee  of  his  severe  pedagogue  if 
withdrawn* 

**  Noble  Earl  of  Champagne-*-Princely  Marqus 
of  Montsemrt — Valiant  Orand  Master  of  (lie  Tern 
plars — I  am  here  a  penitent  in  the  confessionals- 
Do  any  of  you  bring  a  diarge^  or  claim  amends 
from  me?** 

^  I  know  not  on  what  we  couM  ground  any,* 
said  the  smooth-tongued  Conrade,  <<' unless  it  wen 
that  the  King  of  England  carries  off  ^m  hk  poor 
brothers  of  the  war  all  tiie  fame  which  they  might 
have  hoped  to  gain  in  the  expedition.** 

**  My  diarge,  if  I  am  called  on  to  make  one,^ 
said  the  Master  of  the  Templars,  ^  is  grav^  and 
deqier  than  that  of  the  Marquis  of  Monts^rst. 
It  may  be  thought  ill  to  beseem  a  military  monk 
such  as  I  to  raise  his  voice  where  so  many  tioble 
prinees  remain  silent ;  but  it  concerns  our  whole 
host,  and  not  least  this  noble  King  of  Englaiid, 
that  he  should  hear  from  some  one  to  his  fierce  ^oM 
eharges,  which  tliere  are  enow  to  bring  against  hini 
in  his  absence.  We  laud  and  honour  the  coun^ 
and  high  achiev^nents  oi  the  King  of  Et^tidi 
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hit  ire  feei  4igfriey«d  tJbat  he  ehoald^  on  all  ooca« 
liont^  setae  and  maintain  a  precedence  and  superi- 
tritjr  oyer  ns,  which  tt  becomes  not  independent 
ptiaces  to  sohmit  to.  Much  we  might  yield  of  our 
^e  will  to  his  hravery,  his  oeal,  his  weidth^  and 
his  power ;  but  he  who  snatches  all,  as  matter  of 
riglM;,  «nd  leaves  nothii^  to  grant  out  of  courtesy 
sad  &your,  degrades  us  from  allies  into  retainers 
sad  vassals,  and  SttUies,in  the  eyes  of  our  soldiers 
and  sabjeetSt  the  lustre  of  our  authiH*ity,  i^hich  is 
BO  longer  independently  exercised.  Since  the  royal 
Ri<diard  has  asked  the  truth  from  us,  he  must  nei^ 
tlier  be  surprised  nor  angry  when  he  hears  one,  to 
whom  worldly  pomp' is  prohibited,  and  secular  an* 
tliorily  is  ttothing,  saving  so  fair  as  it  advances  the 
preq^ty  of  God's  Temple,  and  the  prostration  of 
the  lion  which  g^eth  about  seeking  whom  he  may 
devanr^^when  he  hears,  I  say,  such  a  one  as  I  tell 
kim^the  Hmth  in  reply  to  his  question ;  which  truth; 
et ea  while  I  speak  it,  is,  I  know,  confirmed  by  the 
heart  of  every  one  who  bean  me,  however  rei^pect 
may  stifle  their  voices/' 

:^obard  coloured  very  highly  while  the  Grand 
Master  was  making  tiiis  direct  and  unvarnished 
attadc  upon  his  oondi«st>  and  the  murmur  of  assent 
wUeh  ioHowed  it  showsed  plainly,  that  almost  all 
who  were  present  acquiesced  in  ^e  justice  of  tho 
seeasation.  Ineoised,  and  at  die  same  time  morti* 
fied,  he  yet  foifesaw  that  to  give  way  to  hb  headlong 
essentment,  would  be  to  give  the  cold  and  wary 
•BQBser  the  advantage  over  him  which  it  was  ih* 
Teni^'e  principal  object  to  obtain.  He^  therefore^ 
iMb  a  strofig  ^oirt»  rtoiaiiMd  itkDt  til  he  bad  T9i 
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pested  a  fMter  nogtev^  being  tiie  oocme  wbtch  bb 
confessor  had  ei^oioed  bim  to  pursue,  wben  angper 
was  lik^y  to  obtain  dominion  orer  bim,  Tbe  Kkg 
then  spoke  with  oonaposnre,  though  not  wttboot  an 
embittered  tone,  e^)ecially  at  tbe  outset. 

<<  And  is  it  eren  so  ?  And  are  onr  bretbrai  at 
sndi  pains  to  note  the  infirmities  of  our  natmml 
temp^,  and  the  roi^b  precipitance  of  our  seal, 
which  may.  sometimes^  have  urged  us  to  issue  cmb- 
maads  when  tberew&Sr  little  time  to  hdd  couumI  ? 
J  oenld  n<^  bav€i,tboQght  that  ofiences,  casual  and 
unpremeditated  like^  mine,  could  find  such  deep 
root  in  the  hearts  4>f  my  allies  in  this  most  b<^ 
cause;  that  fi>r  my  sake  they  should  withdraw  their 
hand  ftom  the  plough  wh^  the  furrow  wi^  near 
the  end ;  ^r  my  sake  turn  aside  from  the  direet 
path  to  Jerusalem,  which  their  swords  have  open- 
ed* I  vainly  thought  lba|k  my  small  services  might 
have,  outweighed  my  rash  errors-^ — tiiat  if  it  wer^ 
rememb^ed  that }  pr^i^ed  to  the  van  in  an  as8auk» 
it^would  not  be  forgotten  that  I  was  over  the  last 
in  tbe  retreat — ^that,  if  I  elevated  my  banner  upon 
GMiquered ^fields  x>f  battle,  it  was  idl  the  advantag;e 
that  I  soi^ht,  whil^  o^ersWjere  dividing  the  i^nhI 
I  .may  have  called  tb^  con<j^u^red  &ty  by  my  name^ 
but  itjva^  to  pthers  that  I  yielded  the  domiaioB. 
If  I  have  been  beadatrong  in  urging  bold  eonnsalsi 
I  hav4  pot,  DEi^lihinks,  spared  my  own  blood  or  my 
poople'a,  in Gairyingthan  into  as  bold  es:ecutioiH« 
or  if  I  have,  in  the  hurry  of  mar^  or  l^tlje»  assn- 
med.a  command  over  the  soldiers  of  others,  such 
have  been  evor  treated  ap  my^  own,  when  my  weaUb 
purchased  the  pravisipns.  and  medi^ei  mMi  their 
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Mm  sovevelgiiB  eonld  not  prociire.^-Btit  it  shanieti 
me  to  remiiid  yon  of  vrkat  all  bat  myself  seem  to 
ham  forgoUmi, — Let  ntn  ratber  look  forMrard  to  our 
fiitBre  measures ;  and  b^ielro  me,  brethren,*'  he 
eontifraed,  his  face  kindling  with  ef^mess,  «  yon 
shaB  not  find  the  pride,  or  the  wrath,  or  the  ambi^ 
tion  of  Richard,  a  stumbling-blodc  of  offence  in  the 
p8&  to  which  i^ligion  and  glory  sammon  yon,  as 
with  ^e  trompet  of  an  archai^el.  Oh,  no,  no  I 
never  wonld  I  survive  l^e  thought,  that  my  frail- 
ties and  infirmities  had  been  the  means  to  sever 
tbis  goodly  fellowship  of  assembled  princes.  I 
would  cat  off  my  left  hand  with  my  right,  conld 
ray  doin^  so  attest  my  sincerity.  I  wjU  yield  up, 
volnntarily,  all  right  to  command  in  the  host,  even 
mine  own  liege  subjects.  They  shall  be  led  by 
9mk  sovereigns  as  you  may  nominate,  and  their 
King,  ever  but  too  apt  to  exchange  the  )eader*s 
baton  for  the  adventurer's  lance,  will  serve  under 
^  bfltoiner  of  Beau-Seant  among  the  Templars-^ 
ty,  or  under  that  of  Austria,  if  Austria  will  name 
a  brave  man  to  lead  his  forces.  Or,  if  ye  are  your- 
nlvies  a-weary  of  this  war,  and  feel  your  armour 
diafe  your  tender  bodies,  leave  but  with  Richard 
to^Eie  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  of  your  soldiers  to 
work  out  the  accomplishment  of  your  vow  t  and 
when  Zion  is  won,*'  he  exdaimed^  waving  his  hand 
aloft,  as  if  displaying  the  standard  of  the  Cross 
ever  Jerusalem — «  when  Zion  is  won,  we  will  write 
upon  her  gates,  not  the  name  of  Richard  Planta- 
g<M€C,  but  of  those  generous  Princes  who  intrusted 
Urn  with  the  m^ms  of  con({uest  !** 
'  The  rough  eloquence  and  determined  expresMfl 
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of  the  military  monaidi,  at  once  rooted  die  dboop* 
ing  spirits  of  the  Crusaders,  reanimated  th^  dele- 
tion, and,  fixing  their  att^itkm  on  the  prine^ 
ohject  of  the  expedition,  made  most  of  them  who 
were  present  blush  fur  having  been  moved  by  such 
petty  subjects  of  complaint  as  had  before  engrossed 
them.  Eye  caught  fire  from  eye,  voice  lent  cou- 
rage to  voice.  They  resumed,  as  with  one  accord, 
the  war-cry  with  which  the  sermon  of  Peter  the 
Hermit  was  echoed  back,  and  shouted  aloud,  *^  Lead 
us  on,  gallant  Lion*s-heart — none  so  wordiy  to  lead 
where  brave  men  follow.  Lead  ns  on — ^to  Jeru- 
salttn — to  Jemsalem  I  It  is  the  will  of  God— 4t  is 
the  will  of  God  I  Blessed  is  he  who  idiali  l^d  an 
arm  to  its  fulfilment  I" 

The  shout,  so  suddenly  and  generally  raised,  was 
heard  beyond  the  ring  of  s^itinels  who  guarded 
the  pavilion  of  Council,  and  spread  among  the  sd- 
diers  of  the  host,  who,  inactive  and  dispirited  by 
disease  and  climate,  had  begun,  like  their  leaders, 
to  droop  in  resolution;  but  the  reappearance  of 
Richard  in  renewed  vigour,  and  the  well-^own 
shout  which  echoed  from  the  assembly  of  the  princes, 
at  once  rekindled  their  enthusiasm,  and  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  answered  with  the  same 
shout  of  *<  Zion,  ZionI — War,  war  I — instant  batde 
with  the  infidels  I  It  is  the  will  of  God^— it  is  the 
wUl  of  God  I" 

The  acclamations  from  widiout  increased  in  their 
turn  the  enthusiasm  which  prevailed  within  the  pa- 
vilion. Those  who  did  not  actually  catch  the  flame, 
were  afraid,  at  least  fbr  the  time,  to  seem  cold^ 
tban  others.     There  was  no  more  speech  exc^t  of 
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ajN'wd  siwamee  towsrds  Jerusatein  apon  tlie  ex- 
]wy  of  ibe  traee,  and  the  measures  to  be  taken  in 
themeantiBiefor  sop^ying  and  reoraiting  the  army. 
Tbe  Gomcil  broke  np,  all  apparently  filled  with  the 
same  enthusiastic  purpose, — whioh,  faowerer,  soon 
iided  in  the  bosom  of  most,  and  never  had  an  ex- 
istence in  that  of  others. 

Of  the  latter  class  were  the  Marqois  Comrade 
and  the  Grand  Master  of  th^  Templars,  who  r^r 
tired  tc^ether  to  their  quarters  ill  at  ease,  and  mai- 
oontent  with  the  events  of  the  day. 

**  I  ever  uiLd  it  to  thee,"  said  the  latter,  with  the 
cald  sardonic  expression  peculiar  to  him,  ^  that 
Riehard  would  burst  through  the  flimsy  wiles,  you 
spread  for  him,  as  would  a  lion  through  a  spider's 
web.  Thou  seest  he  has  but  to  speak,  and  his  breath 
agitates  these  fickle  fools  as  easily  as  the  whirlwind 
catoheth  scattered  straws,  and  sweeps  them  toge- 
ther, or  disperses  them  at  its  pleasure." 

«  When  the  blast  has  passed  away,"  said  Con- 
rade,  <<  the  straws,  which  it  made  dance  to  its  pipe, 
will  settle  to  earth  again." 

"  But  know'st  thou  not  besides,"  said  the  Tem- 
plar, «  that  it  seems,  if  this  new  purpose  of  con- 
quest shall  be  abandoned  and  pass  away,  and  each 
mighty  prince  shall  again  be  left  to  such  guidance 
as  his  own  scanty  brain  can  supply,  Richard  may 
yet  probably  become  King  of  Jerusalem  by  com- 
pact, and  establish  those  terms  of  treaty  with  the 
Soldan,  which  thou  thyself  thought'st  him  so  likely 
tospramat?" 

"  Now,  by  Mahonnd  and  Termagannt,  for  Chris- 
tian oaths  are  out  of  fashion,"  said  Conrade,  <<  say*8t 
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thou  the  proud  King  of  England  would  unite  hii 
blood  with  a  heathen  Soldan  ? — My  policy  threw 
in  that  ingredient  to  make  the  whole  treaty  an  aho* 
mination  to  him« — Aa  bad  for  u»  that  he  becoine 
our  master  by  an  agreement,  as  hy  ricboryJ* 

<<  Thy  policy  hath  ill  calculated  Richard's  diges- 
tion," answered  the  Templar ;  <<  I  know  his  mind 
by  a  whisper  from  the  Archbishop.— ^ And  then  thy 
master-stroke  respecting  yonder  haoner — it  has 
passed  off  with  no  more  respect  than  two  cubits  of 
embroidered  silk  merited.  Marquis  Conrade,  thy  wk 
begins  to  halt-^I  will  trust  thy  fine-spun  measares 
no  lodger,  but  will  try  my  own.  Know'st  thou  not 
the  people  whom  the  Saracens  call  Oharegites  ?" 

"  Surely,"  answered  the  Marquis ;  '*  they  are 
desperate  and  besotted  enthusiasts,  who  devote 
tlieir  lives  to  the  advancement  of  reUgion — some- 
wiiat  like  Templars — only  they  are  never  knows 
to  pause  in  the  race  of  their  calling." 

**  Jest  not,**  answered  the  scowling  monk ;  <<know, 
that  one  of  these  men  has  set  down,  in  his  bloody 
vow,  the  name  of  the  Island  Emperor  yonder,  to  be 
hewn  down  as  the  chief  enemy  of  the  Moslem  fikith." 

<*  A  most  judicious  paynim,"  said  Conrada 
<<  May  Mahomet  send  him  hb  paradise  for  a  re^ 
ward  17 

<<  He  was  taken  in  the  camp  by  one  of  our  squireSi 
and,  in  private  examination,  frankly  avowed  hu 
fixed  and  determined  purpose  to  me;"  said  the 
Orand  Master. 

**  Now  the  Heavens  pardon  them  who  prevented 
the  purpose  of  this  most  ju^cious  CSiaregite  I"  an- 
swered Conrade 
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**  He  is  my  prisoner,"  added  the  Templar,  '<  and 
leduded  from  speech  with  others,  as  thoa  mayst 
suppose-— but  prisons  have  been  broken" 

"  Chains  left  unlocked,  and  captives  have  esca 
ped** — answered  the  Marquis.     *<  It  is  an  ancient 
saying,  no  sure  dungeon  but  the  grave." 

**  When  loose  he  resumes  his  quest" — continued 
the  military  priest,  <*  for  it  is  the  nature  of  this  sort 
of  bloodhound  never  to  quit  the  slot  of  the  prey  he 
has  once  scented." 

"  Say  no  more  of  it,"  said  the  Marquis ;  "  I  see 
thy  policy — it  is  dreadful,  but  the  emergency  is 
imminent." 

'<  I  only  told  thee  of  it,"  said  the  Templar,  «  that 
thou  mayst  keep  th^^lf  on  thy  guard,  for  the  up- 
roar will  be  dreadful,  and  there  is  no  knowing  on 
whom  the  English  may  vent  their  rage — Ay,  and 
there  is  another  risk— my  page  knows  the  counsels 
of  this  Charegite,"  he  continued ;  **  and,  moreover, 
he  18  a  peevish,  self-willed  fool,  whom  I  would  I 
vrere  rid  of,  as  he  thwarts  me  by  presuming  to  see 
with  his  own  eyes,  not  mine.  But  our  holy  Order 
gives  me  power  to  put  a  remedy  to  such  inconve- 
nience. Or  stay — ^the  Saracen  may  find  a  good 
dagger  in  his  cell,  and  I  warrant  you  he  uses  it  as 
he  breaks  forth,  which  will  be  of  a  surety  so  soon 
ts  the  page  enters  with  his  food." 

*'  It  will  give  the  afiBair  a  colour,"  said  Conrade ; 
"and  yet" 

**  Yet  and  ^,"  said  the  Temphir,  ♦<  are  words 
«for  fools— wise  men  neither  hesitate  nor  retract^— 
they  resolve  and  they  execute." 

Vol.,  yxxviii.  X 
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CHAPTER  XX, 

When  beauty  leads  the  Hon  in  her  toils, 
Sueh  are  her  cfaarmsy  he  dare  not  raise  his  maiM^ 
Far  less  expand  the  terror  of  his  fenga. 
So  great  Alcides  made  his  dub  a  distaff, 
And  spun  to  please  fitir  Omphale. 

An&ii'ifm&ui 

RicharI),  the  nnsuspicioas  object  of  the  dark 
treachery  detailed  in  the  dosing  part  of  the  last 
p.hapter,  having  effected,  for  the  present  at  least, 
the  triumphant  union  of  the  CrusfMiing  princes,  in 
a  resolution  to  prosecute  the  war  with  vigour,  had 
it  next  at  heart  to  establish  tranquillity  in  his  own 
family ;  and  now  that  he  could  judge  more  tem- 
perately, to  enquire  distinctly  into  the  circumstan- 
ces leading  to  the  loss  of  his  banner,  and  the  nature 
and  the  extent  of  the  connexion  betwixt  his  kins- 
woman Qdith,  and  the  banished  adrenturer  from 
Scotland. 

'  Accordingly,  the  Queen  and  her  household  wars 
startled  with  a  visit  from  Sir  Thomtti  de  Vaux, 
requesting  the  present  attendance  of  the  Lady  Ga- 
lista  of  Montfaucon,  the  Queen's  principal  bower- 
(voman,  upon  King  Richard. 
^  <<  What  itm  I  to  say,  madam  ?"  said  the  trem- 
bling attendant  to  the  Queen.  «<  He  will  slay  ni 
alL" 

<<  Nay,  fear  not,  madam,"  said  De  Vaux.  <*  Hit 
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Majesty  hBth  spared  the  life  of  the  Scottish  knight, 
who  was  the  chief  offender,  and  bestowed  him  upon 
the  Moorish  physician — he  will  not  be  severe  upon 
a  lady,  though  faulty." 

<<  Devise  some  cunning  tale,  wench,"  said  Be- 
rengaria.  <<  My  husband  hath  too  little  time  to 
make  enquiry  into  the  truth." 

«  TeU  the  tale  as  it  really  happened,"  said  Edith, 
<<  lest  I  tell  it  for  thee." 

i  <<  With  humble  permission  of  her  Migesty,"  said 
De  Vanx,  ^  I  would  say  Lady  EdiUi  aidviseth 
.well ;  for  although  King  Ridiard  is  pleased  to  be- 
lieve what  it  pleases  your  Grace  to  tell  him,  yet  i 
doubt  his  having  the  same  deference  for  the  Lady 
Calista,  and  in  this  especial  matter." 

"  The  Lord  of  Gilsknd  is  right,"  said  the  Lady 
Calista,  much  agitated  at  the  thoughts  of  the  inves<- 
tigation  which  was  to  take  place :  <<  and,  besides,  if 
I  had  presence  of  mind  enough  to  forge  a  plausible 
story,  beshrew  me  if  I  think  I  should  have  the 
courage  to  tell  it." 

In  diis  candid  humour,  the  Lady  Calista  was  con 
.ducted  by  De  Vaux  to  the  King,  and  made,  as  she 
had  pressed,  a  full  confession  of  the  decoy  by 
which  the  unfortunate  Knight  of  the  Leopard  had 
been  induced  to  desert  his  post;  exculpating  the 
Lady  Edith,  who,  she  was  aware,  would  not  fail 
to  exculpate  herself,  and  laying  the  full  burden  on 
the  Queen,  her  mistress,  whose  share  of  the  frolic, 
she  well  knew,  would  appear  the  most  venial  in  the 
eyes  of  Coeur  de  Lion.  In  truth,  Richard  was  a 
tod— almost  an  uxorious  husband.  The  first  burst 
i>f  his  wrath  had  long  since  passed  away,  and^  he 
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was  not  disposed  soTerely  to  censure  what  could 
not  now  be  amended.  The  wily  Lady  Calista,  ac- 
customed from  her  earliest  childhood  to  fathom  the 
intrigues  of  a  court,  and  watoh  the  indications  of  a 
sovereign's  will,  hastened  back  to  the  Queevr  with 
the  speed  of  a  lapwing,  charged  with  the  King'i 
commands  that  she  should  expect  a  speedy  visit 
^m  him ;  to  which  the  bower-lady  added  a  com- 
mentary founded  on  her  own  observation,  tendinfj; 
to  show  that  Richard  meant  just  to  preserve  so 
much  severity  as  might  bring  his  royal  consort  to 
repent  of  her  frolic,  and  then  to  extend  to  her  anH 
all  concerned,  his  gracious  pardon. 

'*  Sits  the  wind  in  that  comer,  wench  ?"  said  the 
Queen,  much  relieved  by  this  intelligence ;  <<  be- 
lieve me,  that,  great  commander  as  he  is,  Richard 
will  find  it  hard  to  circumvent  us  in  this  matter ; 
and  that,  as  the  Pjrrenean  shepherds  are  wont  to 
say  in  my  native  Navarre,  many  a  one  comes  for 
wool,  and  goes  back  shorn." 

Having  possessed  herself  of  all  the  informatioB 
which  Calista  could  conamunicate,  the  royal  Beren- 
garia  arrayed  herself  in  her  most  becoming  dress, 
and  awaited  with  confidence  the  arrival  of  the  he- 
roic Richard. 

He  arrived,  and  found  himself  in  the  situation 
of  a  prince  entering  an  offending  province,  in  die 
confidence  that  his  business  will  only  be  to  inflict 
rebuke,  and  receive  submission,  when  he  unexpect- 
edly finds  it  in  a  state  of  complete  defiance  and 
insurrection.  Berengaria  well  knew  the  power  of 
her  charms,  and  the  extent  of  Richard's  affection, 
and  felt  assured  that  she  could  make  her  own  terms 
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food,  now  that  the  first  tremendous  explosion  of 
his  anger  had  expended  itself  without  mischief. 
Far  from  listening  to  the  King*8  intended  rebuke, 
as  what  the  leyity  of  her  conduct  had  justly  deser- 
ved, she  extenuated,  nay  defended,  as  a  harmless 
fix)lic,  that  which  she  was  accused  of.  She  denied, 
indeed,  with  many  a  pretty  form  of  negation,  that 
she  had  directed  Nectabanus  absolutely  to  entice 
4he  knight  farther  than  the  brink  of  the  Mount  on 
which  he  kept  watch — and  indeed  this  was  so  far 
true,  that  she  had  not  designed  Sir  Kenneth  to  be 
introduced  into  her  tent, — and  then,  eloquent  in 
urging  her  own  defence,  the  Queen  was  far  more 
80  in  pressing  upon  Richard  the  charge  of  unkind- 
ness,  in  refusing  her  so  poor  a  boon  as  the  life  of 
in  unfortunate  knight,  who,  by  her  thoughtless 
prank,  had  been  brought  within  the  danger  of  mar- 
tial law.  She  wept  and  sobbed  while  she  enlarged 
on  her  husband's  obduracy  on  this  score,  as  a  rigour 
which  had  threatened  to  make  her  unhappy  for  life, 
whenever  she  should  reflect  that  she  had  given, 
anthinkingly,  the  remote  cause  for  such  a  tragedy. 
The  vision  of  the  slaughtered  victim  would  have 
haunted  her  dreams — ^nay,  for  aught  she  knew, 
since  sudi  things  often  hapi)ened,  his  actual  spectre 
might  have  stood  by  her  waking  couch.  To  all  this 
misery  of  the  mind  was  she  exposed  by  the  severity 
of  one,  who,  while  he  pretended  to  dote  upon  her 
slightest  glance,  would  not  forego  one  act  of  poor 
revenge,  though  the  issue  was  to  render  her  miser- 
able. 

All  this  flow  of  female  eloquence  was  accompa- 
lued  with  the  usual  arguments  of  tears  and  sighs, 
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and  ottered  with  sach  tone  and  action,  as  seemed 
to  show  that  the  Qaeen's  resentment  arose  neither 
from  pride  nor  sulienness,  but  frcnn  feelings  hart  at 
finding  her  consequence  with  her  husband  less  thai 
she  had  expected  to  possess. 

The  good  King  Richard  was  consid^tCbly  em- 
barrassed. He  tried  in  vain  to  reason  witii  one, 
whose  very  jealousy  of  his  afi^Bction  rendered  her 
incapable  of  listening  to  argument,  nor  could  be 
bring  himself  to  use  the  restraint  of  lawful  autho- 
rity to  a  creature  so  beautiful  in  the  midst  of  her 
unreasonable  displeasure.  He  was,  therefore,  re- 
duced to  the  defensive,  endeavoured  gently  to  chide 
her  suspicions,  and  soothe  her  displeasure,  and  re- 
called to  her  mind  that  she  need  not  look  back  upoa 
the  past  with  recollections  either  of  reuHNrse  or 
supernatural  fear,  since  Sir  Kenneth  was  alive  and 
well,  and  had  been  bestowed  by  him  upon  the  great 
Arabian  physician,  who,  doubtless,  of  all  men,  knew 
best  how  to  keep  him  living.  But  this  seemed  the 
jinkindest  cut  of  all,  and  dbe  Queen's  smtow  wat 
renewed  at  the  idea  of  a  Saracen — a  mediciner— 
obtaining  a  boon,  for  which,  widi  bare  head,  and 
OB  bended  knee,  she  had  petitioned  her  husband  in 
vain.  At  this  new  charge,  Richard's  patience  began 
rather  to  give  way,  and  he  said,  in  a  serious  tone 
of  voice,  '*  B^engaria,  the  physician  saved  my  life. 
If  it  is  of  value  in  your  eyes,  you  will  not  gnidg;e 
him  a  higher  recompense  than  the  only  one  I  oookl 
prevail  on  him  to  accept." 

The  Queen  was  satisfied  she  had  urged  her  co- 
quettish displeasure  to  the  terge  of  safety. 

*'  My  Richard,"  she  said,  <<  why  brought  yoa 
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not  d»|  8ag<e  to  me,  that  Englind's  Queen  might 
show  how  the  esteemed  htm,  who  ooald  saye  from 
extinction  the  lamp  of  chivalry,  the  glory  of  Eng- 
land, and  tiie  light  of  poor  Berengaria't  life  and 
hope?** 

In  a-word,  the  matrimonial  dispute  was  ended  ; 
hut,  iJiat  aome  penalty  might  be  paid  to  justice, 
bodb  King  and  Qoeen  accorded  in  laying  the  whole 
hkune  on  the  ageat  Nectabanas,  who  (the  Queen 
being  by  this  time  well  weary  of  the  poor  dwarfs 
humour)  was,  with  his  royal  consort  Croeneyra,  sen- 
tenced to  be  banished  from  the  court;  and  die 
nnladi:y  dwarf  only  escaped  a  sup^ementary  whip- 
ping, from  die  Queen's  assurances  that  he  had 
already  sustained  personal  chastisement.  It  was 
decreed  farther,  that  as  an  envoy  was  shortly  to  be 
dispatched  to  Saladin,  acquainting  him  with  the 
resolution  of  the  Council  to  resume  hostilities  so 
soon  as  the  truce  was  ended,  and  as  Richard  pro^ 
posed  to  send  a  valuable  present  to  the  Soldan,  in 
admowledgment  of  the  high  benefit  he  had  derived 
from  the  services  of  El  Hakim,  the  two  unhappy 
o^atures  should  be  added  to  it  as  curiosities,  which, 
from  their  extremely  grotesque  appearance,  and 
the  shattered  state  of  their  intellect,  were  gifts  that 
might  well  pass  between  sovereign  and  sovereign. 

Richard  had  that  day  yet  another  fmnale  eii«- 
counter  to  sustain;  but  he  advanced  to  it  with 
comparative  indifference,  for  Edith,  though  beauw 
tiful,  and  highly  esteemed  by  her  royal  relative-^ 
nay,  although  she  had  from  his  unjust  suspicions 
actually  sustained  the  injury  of  which  Berengaria 
only  al^ted  to  complain,  still  was  neither  Ridi»- 
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ard's  wife  nor  mistress,  and  he  feared  ker  reproach ei 
less,  although  founded  in  reason,  than  those  of  the 
Queen,  though  unjust  and  fantastical.  Having 
requested  to  speak  with  her  apart,  he  was  ushered 
into  her  apartment,  adjoining  that  of  the  Queen, 
whose  two  female  Coptish  slayes  remained  on  their 
knees  in  the  most  remote  comer  during  the  inter- 
view. A  thin  hlack  veil  extended  its  ample  folds 
over  the  tall  and  graceful  form  of  the  high-honi 
maiden,  and  she  wore  not  upon  her  person  any 
female  ornament  of  what  kind  soever.  She  arose 
and  made  a  low  reverence  when  Richard  entered, 
resumed  her  seat  at  his  command,  and,  when  be 
sat  down  beside  her,  waited,  without  uttering  a 
syllable,  until  he  should  communicate  his  pleasure. 

Richard,  whose  custom  it  was  to  be  familiar  with 
Edith,  as  their  relationship  authorized,  felt  this 
reception  chilling,  and  opened  the  conversation  with 
some  embarrassment. 

*<  Our  fair  cousin,"  he  at  length  said,  "  is  angry 
with  us ;  and  we  own  that  strong  circumstances 
have  induced  us,  without  cause,  to  suspect  her  of 
conduct  alien  to  what  we  have  ever  known  in  her 
course  of  life.  But  while  we  walk  in  this  misty 
valley  of  humanity,  men  will  mistake  shadows  ibr 
substances.  Can  my  fair  cousin  not  forgive  her 
somewhat  vehement  kinsman,  Richard  ?" 

"  Who  can  refxise  forgiveness  to  Richard^  an- 
swered Edith,  <<  provided  Richard  can  obtam  par- 
don of  the  ^n^T 

"  Come,  my  kinswoman,"  replied  Coeur  de  Lion, 
"  this  is  all  too  solemn.  By  Our  Lady,  such  a 
wehmcholy  countenance,  and  this  ample  sable  veiJ» 
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night  make  men  think  tbou  wert  a  new-made  wi- 
dow, or  had  lost  a  betrothed  lover,  at  least.  Cheer 
op— tbou  hast  heard  doubtless  that  there  is  no 
real  cause  for  woe — why  then  keep  up  the  form  of 
mourning?*' 

<*  For  the  departed  honour  of  Plantagenet — for 
the  glory  which  hath  left  my  father's  house." 

Richard  frowned,  <*  Departed  honour  I  glory 
which  hath  left  our  house  I" — he  repeated,  angrily ; 
"  but  my  cousin  Edith  is  privileged.  I  have  judged 
her  too  hastily,  she  has  therefore  a  right  to  deem 
of  me  too  luurshly.  But  tell  me  at  least  in  what 
I  have  faulted." 

<<  Plantagenet,"  said  Edith,  "  should  have  either 
pardoned  an  offence,  or  punished  it.  It  misbe- 
comes him  to  assign  free  men.  Christians,  and 
brave  knights,  to  the  fetters  of  the  infidels.  It 
becomes  him  not  to  compromise  and  barter,  or  to 
grant  life  under  the  forfeiture  of  liberty.  To  have 
doomed  the  unfortunate  to  death  might  have  been 
severity,  but  had  a  show  of  justice ;  to  condemn 
him  to  slavery  and  exile,  was  barefaced  tyranny.** 

"  I  see,  my  fair  cousin,"  said  Richard,  "  you  aro 
of  those  pretty  ones  who  think  an  absent  lover  as 
bad  as  none,  or  as  a  dead  one.  Be  patient ;  half 
a  score  of  light  horsemen  may  yet  follow  and  re- 
deem the  error,  if  thy  gallant  have  in  keeping  any 
secret  which  might  render  his  death  more  conve- 
nient than  his  banishment." 

'<  Peace  with  thy  scurril  jests  I"  answered  Eidith» 
colouring  deeply — "  Think  rather,  that  for  the  in- 
dulgence of  thy  mood  thou  hast  lopped  from  this 
great  enterprise  one  goodly  limb^  deprived  the  Cross 
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of  one  of  its  most  brave  sopporters,  and  placed  a 
lervant  of  the  true  Crod  in  the  hands  of  the  hea- 
then ;  hast  given,  too,  to  minds  as  suspicions  as  thoa 
hast  shown  thine  own  in  this  matter,  some  right  to 
say  that  Richard  Coeur  de  Lion  banished  the  bra- 
vest soldier  in  his  camp,  lest  his  name  in  battle 
might  match  his  own." 

"  I — 1 1"  exdaimed  lUchard,  now  indeed  greatly 
moved-*-'*  am  I  one  to  be  jealous  of  renown  ?^I 
would  he  were  here  to  profess  such  an  equality  1 1 
would  wave  my  rank  and  my  crown,  and  meet  him, 
manlike,  in  the  lists,  that  it  might  appear  whether 
Richard  Plantagenet  had  room  to  fear  or  to  envy 
the  prowess  of  mortal  man.  Come,  Edith,  thoa 
think*st  not  as  thou  sa^st.  Let  not  anger  or  grief 
for  the  absence  of  thy  lover,  make  thee  unjust  to 
thy  kinsman,  who,  notwithstanding  all  thy  tetdii- 
ness,  values  thy  good  report  as  high  as  that  of  any 
one  living." 

<<  The  absence  of  my  lover  ?"  said  the  Lady 
£klitlu  **  But  yes — he  may  be  well  termed  my 
lover,  who  hath  paid  so  dear  for  the  title.  Un- 
worthy as  I  might  be  of  such  homage^  I  was  to  him 
like  a  light,  leading  him  forward  in  the  noble  path 
of  chivalry ;  but  that  I  forgot  my  rank,  or  that  he 
presumed  beyond  his,  is  fiilse,  were  a  king  to  speak 

k." 

"  My  fair  cousin,"  said  Richard,  <<  do  not  put 
words  in  my  mouth  which  I  have  not  spoken.  I 
said  not  you  had  graced  this  man  beyond  the  favoiur 
which  a  good  knight  may  earn,  even  from  a  prin-i 
cess,  whatever  be  his  native  condition.  But,  by 
Our  Lady,  I  kpiow  something  of  this  love-gear^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TALE  II.      THE  TALISMAN.  SSI 

U  begins  with  mute  respect  and  distant  reference ; 
but;,  when  opportunities  occur,  familiarity  increases, 
and  so — But  it  skills  not  talking  with  one  wno 
thinks  hersdf  wiser  than  all  the  worid." 

<<  My  kinsman's  counsels  I  willingly  listen  to, 
when  ikey  are  such,'*  said  Eklith,  <<  as  convey  no 
insult  to  my  rank  and  character." 

<<  Kings,  my  &ir  cousin,  do  not  counsel,  hut  ra- 
ther command,'*  said  Richard. 

"  Soldans  do  indeed  command,"  said  Edith,  «  hot 
it  is  because  they  have  slaves  to  govern." 

"  Come,  you  might  learn  to  lay  aside  this  scorn 
of  Soldanrie,  when  you  hold  so  high  of  a  Scot,"  said 
the  King.  <<  I  hold  Saladin  to  be  truer  to  his  word 
than  this  William  of  Scotland,  who  must  needs  be 
called  a  Lion,  forsooth — he  hath  foully  ^Euilted  to- 
wards me,  in  failing  to  send  the  auxiliary  aid  he 
promised.  Let  me  tell  thee,  Edith,  thou  mayst 
live  to  prefer  a  true  Turk  to  a  fidse  Soot." 

<<  No-—never  I"  answered  Eklith — <<  not  should 
Richard  himsetf  embrace  the  false  religion,  which 
he  crossed  the  seas  to  expel  from  Palestine." 

*<  Thou  wilt  have  the  last  word,"  said  Richard, 
**  and  thou  shalt  have  it.  Even  think  of  me  what 
thou  wilt,  pretty  Edith.  I  shall  not  foi^et  that  we 
are  near  and  dear  cousins." 

So  saying,  he  took  his  leave  in  fair  fashion,  buft 
very  litde  satisied  with  tJie  result  of  his  visit. 

It  was  the  fourth  day  after  Sir  Kenneth  had 
been  dismissed  from  the  camp ;  and  King  Richard 
sat  in  his  pavilion,  enjoying  an  evening  breeze  from 
the  west,  which,  with  unusual  coolness  on  her  wings, 
•eemed  breathed  from  merry  England  for  the  re- 
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freshment  of  her  adyenturomi  moDarch,  as  he  was 
(gradually  recovering  the  fall  strength  which  was 
necessary  to  carry  on  his  gigantic  projects.  There 
was  no  one  with  him,  De  Vanx  having  been  sent 
to  Ascalon  to  bring  up  reinforcements  and  supplies 
of  military  munition,  and  most  of  his  other  attend- 
ants being  occupied  in  different  departments,  all 
.preparing  for  the  re-opening  of  hostilities,  and  for 
a  g^rand  preparatory  review  of  the  army  of  the  €ra- 
saders,  which  was  to  take  place  the  next  day.  The 
King  sat,  listening  to  the  busy  hum  among  the  sol- 
diery, the  clatter  from  the  forges,  where  horseshoev 
were  preparing,  and  from  the  tents  of  the  armour- 
ers, who  were  repairing  harness — ^the  voice  of  the 
soldiers  too,  as  they  passed  and  repassed,  was  loud 
and  cheerful,  carrying  with  its  very  tone  an  assu- 
rance of  high  and  excited  courage,  and  an  omen  of 
approaching  victory.  While  Richard's  ear  drank 
in  these  sounds  with  delight,  and  while  he  yielded 
himself  to  the  visions  of  conquest  and  of  glory  which 
they  suggested,  an  equerry  told  him  that  a  messen- 
ger from  Saladin  waited  without. 

**  Admit  him  instantly,"  said  the  King,  <<  and 
with  due  honour,  Josceline." 

The  English  knight  accordingly  introduced  a 
person,  apparently  of  no  higher  rank  than  a  Na- 
bian  slave,  whose  appearance  was  nevertheless  high- 
ly interesting.  He  was  of  superb  stature  and  nobly 
formed,  and  his  commanding  features,  although 
almost  jet-black,  showed  nothing  of  negro  descent 
He  wore  over  his  coal-black  locks  a  milk-white 
turban,  and  over  his  shoulders  a  short  mantle  of 
ihe  same  colour,  open  in  front  and  at  the  sleerai* 
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ander  which  appeared  a  doublet  of  dressed  leo- 
pard's skin  reaching  within  a  handbreadth  of  the 
knee.  The  rest  of  his  muscalar  limbs,  both  legs 
and  amis,  were  bare,  excepting  that  he  had  sandals 
on  his  feet,  and  wore  a  collar  and  bracelets  of  sil- 
ver. A  strmght  broadsword,  with  a  handle  of  box- 
wood, and  a  sheath  covered  with  snake>skin,  was 
suspended  from  his  waist.  In  his  right  hand  he  held 
a  short  javelin,  with  a  broad,  bright,  steel  head,  of 
a  span  in  length,  and  in  his  left  he  led,  by  a  leash 
of  twisted  silk  and  gold,  a  large  and  noble  stag- 
bound. 

The  messenger  prostrated  himself,  at  the  sam« 
time  partially  uncovering  his  shoulders,  in  sig^  of 
humiliation,  and  having  touched  the  earth  with  his 
forehead,  arose  so  fEir  as  to  rest  on  one  knee,  while 
he  delivered  to  the  King  a  silken  napkin,  enclosing 
another  of  cloth  of  gold,  within  which  was  a  letter 
from  Saladin  in  the  original  Arabic,  with  a  trans- 
lation into  Norman-English,  which  may  be  mo- 
dernized thus : — 

"  Saladin,  King  of  kings,  to  Melech  Ric,  the  Lion 
of  England.  Whereas,  we  are  informed  by  thy 
last  message,  that  thou  hast  chosen  war  rather  than 
peace,  and  our  enmity  rather  than  our  friendship, 
we  account  thee  as  one  blinded  in  this  matter,  and 
trnst  shortly  to  convince  thee  of  thine  enror,  by  the 
help  of  our  invincible  forces  of  the  thousand  tribes, 
when  Mohammed,  the  Prophet  of  Crod,  and  Allah^ 
the  God  of  the  Prophet,  shall  judge  the  controversy 
betwixt  us.  In  what  remains,  we  make  noble  ac< 
count  of  thee,  and  of  the  gifts  which  thou  hast  sent 
OS,  and  of  the  two  dwarfs,  singular  in  their  defor» 
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mity  M  Ysop,  and  mirthful  as  the  lute  of  Isaadc 
And  in  requital  of  these  tokens  from  the  treasure- 
house  of  thy  bounty,  behold  we  hare  sent  thee  a 
Nubian  slave,  named  Zohaok,  oi£  whom  judge  not 
by  his  complexion,  according  to  the  foolish  ones  of 
the  earth,  in  respect  the  dark-rinded  fruit  hath  the 
piost  exquisite  flavour.  Know  that  he  is  strong  to 
execute  the  will  of  his  master,  as  Rustan  of  Zabk- 
stan ;  also  he  is  wise  to  give  counsel  when  thou 
shalt  learn  to  hold  eommunioalion  with  him,  for  the 
liord  of  Speech  hath  been  stricken  with  silence  be- 
twixt the  ivory  walls  of  his  palace.  We  commend 
him  to  thy  care,  hoping  the  hour  may  not  be  dis- 
tant when  he  may  render  thee  good  service.  And 
herewith  we  bid  thee  farewell ;  trustiug  that  our 
most  holy  Prophet  may  yet  call  thee  to  a  sight  of 
the  truth,  failing  which  illumination,  our  desire  is, 
for  the  speedy  restoration  of  thy  royal  health,  that 
AUah  may  judge  between  thee  and  us  in  a  plain 
field  of  battle." 

And  the  missive  was  sanctioned  by  the  signa* 
ture  and  seal  of  the  Soldan. 

Richard  surveyed  the  Nubian  in  silence  as  he 
Stood  before  him,  his  looks  bent  upon  the  ground, 
his  arms  folded  on  his  bosom,  with  the  appearanot 
of  a  black  marble  statue  of  the  most  exquisite  work- 
manship, waiting  life  from  the  touch  of  a  Prome- 
tJieus.  The  King  of  England,  who,  as  it  was  em- 
phattcally  said  of  hb  successor  Henry  the  Eighth, 
loved  to  look  upon  ▲  man,  was  well  pleased  with 
the  thewes,  sinews,  and  symmetry  of  him  whom  he 
vow  surveyed,  and  questioned  him  in  the  lingua 
Franca,  **  Art  thou  a  pagan  T* 
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The  slave  shook  his  head,  and  raising  his  finger 
to  his  hrow,  erossed  himself  in  token  of  his  Chris- 
tianity,  then  resumed  hit  posture  of  motionless  hu- 
mility. 

"  A  Nubian  Christian,  doubtless,"  said  Richard, 
*<  and  mutilated  of  the  organ  of  speech  by  these 
heathen  dogs  ?" 

The  mute  again  slowly  shook  his  head,  in  token 
of  negative,  pointed  with  his  forefinger  to  Heaven, 
and  ^en  laid  it  upon  his  own  lips. 

<<  I  understand  thee,*'  said  Richard ;  '<  thou  dost 
loffer  under  the  infliction  of  God,  not  by  the  cruelty 
of  man.  Canst  thou  clean  an  armour  and  belt,  and 
buckle  it  in  time  of  need  ?*' 

The  mute  nodded,  and  stepping  towards  the  coat 
of  mail,' which  hung  with  the  shield  and  helmet  of 
the  chivalrous  monarch,  upon  the  pillar  of  the  tent, 
he  handled  it  with  such  nicety  of  address,  as  suffi* 
ci^itly  to  show  that  he  fuUy  understood  the  busi- 
ness of  the  armour-bearer. 

<*  Thou  art  an  apt,  and  wilt  doubtless  be  a  use- 
ful knave— thou  shalt  wait  in  my  chamber,  and  on 
my  person,*'  said  the  King,  <<  to  show  how  much  I 
value  the  gift  of  the  royal  Soldan.  If  thou  hast  no 
tongue,  it  follows  thou  canst  carry  no  tales,  neither 
provoke  me  to  be  sudden  by  any  unfit  reply." 

The  Nubian  again  prostrated  himself  till  his 
brow  touched  the  earth,  then  stood  erect,  at  some 
paces  distant,  as  waiting  for  his  new  master's  com- 
mands. 

**  Nay,  thou  shalt  conunence  thy  office  present- 
ly," said  Richard,  **  for  I  see  a  speck  of  rust  dark- 
ening on  that  shield ;  and  when  1  iihake  it  in  the 
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face  of  Saladin,  it  should  be  bright  and  onfinllted 
as  the  8oIdan*8  honour  and  mine  own/' 

A  horn  was  winded  without,  and  presently  Sif 
Henry  Neville  entered  with  a  packet  of  dispatcher. 
— <<  From  England,  my  lord,*'  he  said,  as  he  de- 
livered it. 

"  From  England — our  own  England  I"  repeat- 
ed Richard,  in  a  tone  of  melancholy  enthusiasm — 
<*  Alas  I  they  little  think  how  hard  their  Sove- 
reign has  been  beset  by  sickness  and  sorrow — ^faint 
friends  and  forward  enemies."  Then  opening  the 
dispatches,  he  said,  hastily,  ^*  Ha  t  this  comes  from 
no  peacefiil  land — they  too  have  their  feuds. — ffe* 
viUe,  begone — I  must  peruse  these  tidings  alone, 
and  at  leisnre.'* 

Neville  withdrew  accordingly,  and  Richard  was 
soon  absorbed  in  the  melancholy  details  which  bad 
been  conveyed  to  liim  from  England,  oonceminj^ 
the  factions  that  were  tearing  to  pieces  his  native 
dominions — the  disunion  of  his  brothers,  John  and 
Geoffrey,  and  the  quarrels  of  both  with  the  High 
Justiciary  Longchamp,  Bishop  of  Ely, — ^the  op- 
pressions practised  by  tho  nobles  upon  the  pea- 
santry, and  rebellion  of  the  lattpr  against  their 
masters,  which  had  produced  everywhere  scenes  of 
discord,  and  in  some  instances  the  effusion  of  blood. 
Details  of  incidents  mortifying  to  his  pride,  and 
derogatory  from  his  authority,  were  intermingled 
with  the  earnest  advice  of  his  wisest  and  most  at- 
tached counsellors,  that  he  should  presently  return 
to  England,  as  his  presence  offered  the  only  hope 
of  saving  the  kingdom  from  all  the  horrors  of  civil 
discord,  of  which  France  and  Scotland  were  likely* 
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lo  arail  ikemselTet.  Filled  with  the  moit  painful 
anxiety,  Richard  read,  and  again  read,  tiie  ill- 
omened  letters,  oraapared  the  intelligence  which 
some  of  Uiem  contained  with  the  same  facts  as  dif- 
ferently stated  in  others,  and  soon  became  totally 
insensible  to  whatever  was  passing  aronnd  him, 
althon^  seated,  for  the  sake  of  coolness,  dose  to 
the  entrance  of  his  tent,  and  having  the  curtains 
withdrawn,  so  that  he  could  see  and  be  seen  by  the 
guards  and  others  who  were  stationed  without. 

Deeper  in  the  shadow  of  the  pavilion,  and  bur 
lied  with  the  task  his  new  master  had  imposed,  sat 
the  Nubian  slave,  with  his  back  rather  turned  to- 
wards the  King.  He  had  finished  adjusting  and 
deaniiig  the  hauberk  and  brigandine,  and  was  now 
busily  employed  on  a  broad  pavesse,  or  buckler,  of 
uiBsual  sice,  and  covered  with  steel-plating,  which 
Richard  often  used  in  reconnoitring,  or  actually 
storming  fortified  places,  as  a  more  effectual  pro- 
tection against  missile  weapons,  than  the  narrow 
triangular  shield  used  on  horseback.  This  pavesse 
bore  nmther  the  royal  lions  of  England,  nor  any 
e^er  device,  to  attract  the  observation  of  the  de- 
fenders oi  the  walls  against  which  it  was  advanced ; 
the  care,  therefore,  of  the  armoury  was  addressed 
to  caufdng  its  surfiice  to  shine  as  bright  as  crystal, 
in  which  he  seemed  to  be  peculiarly  successful. 
Beyond  the  Nubian,  and  scarce  visible  from  with- 
out, lay  the  large  dog,  which  might  be  termed  hvB 
brother  slave,  and  which,  as  if  he  felt  awed  by  be- 
mg  transferred  to  a  royal  owner,  was  couched  dose 
to  the  side  of  the  mute,  with  head  and  ears  on  thus 
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ground,  and  his  limbs  and  tail  drawn  close  around 
and  under  bim. 

While  tbe  Monarch  and  bis  new  attendant  were 
thus  occupied,  another  actor  crept  upon  the  scene, 
and  mingled  among  the  group  of  English  yeomen, 
about  a  score  of  whom,  respecting  the  unusually 
pensive  posture  and  close  occupation  of  their  sove* 
reign,  were,  contrary  to  their  wont,  keeping  a  si- 
lent guard  in  front  of  his  tent.  It  was  not,  how- 
ever, more  vigilant  than  usual.  Some  were  playing 
at  games  of  hazard  with  small  pebbles,  others  spoke 
together  in  whispers  of  the  approaching  day  of 
battle,  and  several  lay  asleep,  their  bulky  limbs 
folded  in  their  green  mantles. 

Amid  these  careless  warders  glided  the  pony 
form  of  a  little  old  Turk,  poorly  dressed  like  a 
marabout  or  santon  of  the  desert,  a  sort  of  enthu- 
siasts, who  sometimes  ventured  into  the  camp  of 
the  €i*nsaders,  though  treated  always  with  contume- 
ly, and  often  with  violence.  Indeed,  the  luxury 
and  profligate  indulgence  of  the  Christian  leaden 
had  occasioned  a  motley  concourse  in  their  tents, 
of  musicians,  courtezans,  Jewish  merchants,  Copts, 
Turks,  and  all  the  varied  refuse  of  the  Eastern 
nations ;  so  that  the  caftan  and  turban,  though  to 
drive  both  from  the  Holy  Land  was  the  professed 
object  of  the  expedition,  were  nevertheless  neither 
an  uncommon  nor  an  alarming  sight  in  the  camp 
of  the  Crusaders.  When,  however,  the  little  insig*- 
nificant  figure  we  have  described  approached  so  nigh 
as  to  receive  some  interruption  from  the  warden, 
he  dashed  his  dusky  green  turban  from  his  head, 
showed  that  his  beard  and  eyebrows  were  shaved 
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Site  those  of  a  professed  bufPoon,  and  that  the  ex- 
pression of  his  fantastic  and  writhen  features,  as 
well  as  of  his  little  black  eyes,  which  glittered  like 
jet,  was  that  of  a  crazed  imagination. 

**  Dance,  marabout,"  cried  the  soldiers,  acquaint- 
ed with  the  manners  of  these  wandering  enthusiasts 
— "  dance,  or  we  will  scourge  thee  with  our  bow- 
strings, till  thou  spin  as  never  top  did  under  school- 
boy's lash." — Thus  shouted  the  reckless  warders, 
as  much  delighted  at  having  a  subject  to  teaze,  as 
a  child  when  he  catches  a  butterfly,  or  a  schoolboy 
upon  discovering  a  bird's  nest. 

The  marabout,  as  if  happy  to  do  their  behests, 
bounded  from  the  earth,  and  spun  his  giddy  round 
before  them  with  singular  agility,  which,  when  con- 
trasted with  his  slight  and  wasted  figure,  and  dimi- 
nutive appearance,  made  him  resemble  a  withered 
leaf  twirled  round  and  around  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
winter  s  breeze.  His  single  lock  of  hair  streamed 
upwards  from  his  bald  and  shaven  head,  as  if  some 
genie  upheld  him  by  it ;  and  indeed  it  seemed  as  if 
supernatural  art  were  necessary  to  the  execution  of 
.the  wild  whirling  dance,  in  which  scarce  the  tiptoe 
of  the  performer  was  seen  to  touch  the  ground. 
Amid  the  vagaries  of  his  performance,  he  flew  here 
and  there,  from  one  spot  to  another,  still  approach- 
ing, however,  though  almost  imperceptibly,  to  the 
entrance  of  the  royal  tent ;  so  that,  when  at  length 
he  sunk  exhausted  on  the  earth,  after  two  or  three 
bounds  still  higher  than  those  which  he  had  yet 
executed,  he  was  not  above  thirty  yards  from  the 
King^s  person. 
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<<  Give  him  wat^,"  sud  one  yeoonan ;  **  ihtif 
always  craye  a  drink  alter  tkeir  merry-^o-rooML" 

<<  Aha^  water,  say'-st  thou,  Long  Allen  ?" — ex- 
claimed another  ardier,  with  a  mo^  seomfid  em- 
phasis on  the  despised  element;  "  how  wooidsl 
like  sach  beverage  thyself,  after  mach  a  morrioe 
dancing  ?** 

**  The  devil  a  water-drop  he  gets  here,**  said  a 
third.  «  We  will  teach  the  light-fboted  old  infidel 
to  be  a  good  Christian,  and  drink  wine  of  Cyprus." 

*<  Ay,  ay,"  simi  a  fourth ;  **  and  in  case  he  be 
restive,  fetch  thou  Dick  Hunter's  horn,  that  ha 
drenches  his  mare  withal." 

A  circle  was  instantly  formed  around  the  i»oi- 
trate  and  exhausted  dervbe,  and  while  one  tall  yeo- 
.  man  raised  his  feeUe  form  from  the  ground,  another 
presented  to  him  a  huge  flagon  of  wine.  IncapaUe 
of  speech,  the  old  man  shook  his  head,  and  waved 
away  from  him  with  his  hand  the  liquor  feriuddea 
by  the  Prophet ;  but  his  tormentors  were  not  thos 
to  be  appeased. 

*<  The  horn,  the  horn  I"  exdaimed  one.  **  Lottie 
difference  between  a  Turk  and  a  TWkish  horN^ 
and  we  will  nse  him  conforming." 

**  By  Saint  George,  you  will  choke  him  V*  said 
Long  Allen ;  "  and,  besides,  it  is  a  sin  to  threw 
away  upon  a  heathen  dog  as  much  wine  as  weald 
serve  a  good  Christian  for  a  treble  night-cap." 

<<  Thou  know'st  not  the  nature  of  these  Turks 
and  pagans,  Long  Allen,"  replied  Henry  Wood- 
stall  ;  <<  I  tell  thee,  man,  that  this  flagon  of  Cypros 
will  set  his  brains  a-spinning,  just  in  the  opposite 
direction  that  they  went  whirling  in  the  danciniTt 
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und  to  bring  hinn,  as  it  were,  to  kimself  again^ — 
Cboke  ?  he  wUl  no  BM>re  choke  on  it  thaa  Bea'a 
bJadk  bitch  on  the  pound  of  butter." 

<<  And  for  grudging  it,"  said  TonuJin  Bladdeei, 
'*  why  ^onldst  thou  grudge  the  poor  paynim-devil 
a  drop  of  drink  on  earth,  aiiiGe  thou  know  st  he  it 
not  to  have  a  drc^  to  cool  the  tip  of  hit  tongue 
through  a  long  eternity  ?" 

**  That  were  hard  laws,  look  ye,"  said  Long 
Allen,  *<  only  for  being  a  Turk,  at  hit  father  was 
before  him.  Had  he  been  Christiaii  turned  hea- 
then, I  grant  you  the  hottest  comer  had  been  good 
winter  quarters  for  him." 

<<  Hold  thy  peace.  Long  Allen,"  said  Henry 
Woodstall ;  *<  I  tell  thee  that  tongue  of  thine  is  not 
the  shortest  limb  about  thee,  and  I  prophesy  that  it 
will  bring  thee  into  disgrace  with  Father  Frandti 
as  onoe  about  tfie  black-eyed  Syrian  wench.i— But 
here  comes  the  horn. — Be  active  a  bit,  man,  wilt 
i^u,  and  just  force  open  hit  teeth  with  the  haft  of 
thy  dudgeon- dagger." 

**  Hold,  hold — ^he  it  conformable,"  taid  Tomaim ; 
**  tee,  tee,  he  tignt  for  the  goblet — give  him  room, 
boys.  Oop  self  et,  quoth  the  Dutchman— down  it 
goes  like  lambs-wool  I  Nay,  they  are  true  topers 
when  once  they  begin — your  Turk  never  coughs  in 
hit  cup,  or  stints  in  his  liquoring." 

In  fact,  the  dervise,  or  whatever  he  was,  drank, 
or  at  least  seemed  to  drink,  the  large  flagon  to  the 
very  bottom  at  a  single  pull ;  and  when  he  took  it 
from  his  lips,  after  the  whole  contents  were  ex- 
hausted, only  uttered,  with  a  deep  sigh,  the  words 
AUah  kerim,  or  God  is  merciful.    There  was  a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


342  TALES  OF  THE  CRUSAI>£RS. 

laugh  among  the  yeomen  who  witnessed  this  pottlef^ 
deep  potation,  so  obstreperous,  as  to  ronse  and  dis- 
turb the  King,  who,  raising  his  finger,  said,  angrily, 
«  How,  knaves,  no  respect,  no  observ^ce  ?" 

All  were  at  once  hushed  into  silence,  well  ac- 
4)uainted  with  the  temper  of  Richard,  which  at  some 
times  admitted  of  much  military  familiarity,  and  at 
others  exacted  the  most  precise  respect,  although 
the  latter  humour  was  of  much  more  rare  occur- 
rence. Hastening  to  a  more  reverent  distance  from 
the  royal  person,  they  attempted  to  drag  along 
with  them  the  marabout,  who,  exhausted  apparently 
by  previous  fatigue,  or  overpowered  by  the  potent 
draught  he  had  just  swallowed,  resisted  being  mo- 
ved from  the  spot,  both  with  struggles  and  groans. 

"  Leave  him  still,  ye  fools,"  whispered  Long 
Allen  to  his  mates ;  "  by  Saint  Christopher,  you 
will  make  our  Dickon  go  beside  Himself,  and  we 
shall  have  his  dagger  presently  fly  at  our  costards. 
Leave  him  aJone,  in  less  than  a  minute  he  wiR 
sleep  like  a  dormouse.** 

At  the  same  moment,  the  Monarch  darted  an- 
other impatient  glance  to  the  spot,  and  all  retreated 
in  haste,  leaving  the  dervise  on  the  ground,  unable, 
as  it  seemed,  to  stir  a  single  limb  or  joint  of  hit 
body.  In  a  moment  afterward,  all  was  as  still  and 
quiet  as  it  had  been  before  the  intrusion 
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and  wither*d  Murder, 

Alaraiii*d  by  his  sentinel,  the  wolf, 
Whose  howFa  his  watch,  thus  with  his  stealthy  p«<M^ 
With  Tarquin*8  raTlshing  strides,  towards  his  design 
Moves  like  a  ghost. 

Macbeth. 

For  the  space  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  or  longer, 
ifter  the  incident  related,  all  remained  perfectly^ 
quiet  in  the  front  of  the  royal  habitation.  The 
King  read,  and  mused  in  the  entrance  of  his  pavi- 
lion— behind,  and  with  his  back  turned  to  the  same 
entrance,  the  Nubian  slave  still  burnished  the  ample 
pavesse — in  front  of  all,  at  an  hundred  paces  dis-* 
tant,  the  yeomen  of  the  guard  stood,  sat,  or  lay 
extended  on  the  grass,  attentive  to  their  own  sports, 
but  pursuing  them  in  silence,  while  on  the  espla- 
nade betwixt  them  and  the  front  of  the  tent,  lay, 
scarcely  to  be  distinguished  from  a  bundle  of  rags, 
the  senseless  form  of  the  marabout. 

But  the  Nubian  had  the  advantage  of  a  mirror, 
from  the  brilliant  reflection  which  the  surface  of 
the  highly  polished  shield  now  afforded,  by  means 
of  which  he  beheld,  to  his  alarm  and  surprise, 
that  the  marabout  raised  his  head  gently  from  the 
Sfround,  so  as  to  survey  all  around  him,  moving 
with  a  well-adjusted  precaution,  which  seemed  en- 
tirely incoasistent  with  a  state  of  ebrioty*     He 
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couched  his  head  instantly,  as  if  satisfied  he  was 
unohserved,  and  began,  with  the  slightest  possible 
appearance  of  voluntary  effort,  to  drag  himself,  as 
if  by  chance,  ever  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  King, 
but  stopping,  and  remaining  fixed  at  intervals,  like 
the  spider,  which,  moving  towards  her  object,  col- 
lapses into  apparent  lifelessness,  when  she  thinks 
she  is  the  subject  of  observation.  This  species  of 
roovvment  appeared  suspicious  to  the  Ethiopian, 
who,  on  his  part,  prepared  himself,  as  quietly  as 
possible^  to  interfere,  the  instant  that  interference 
should  seem  to  be  necessary. 

The  marabout  meanwhile  glided  ob  gradually 
and  imperceptiUy,  serpent-like,  or  rather  snail4tke, 
till  he  was  about  ten  yards*  distance  from  Richard's 
person,  when,  starting  on  his  feet,  he  sprui^  for- 
ward with  the  bound  of  a  tiger,  stood  at  the  King's 
back  in  less  than  an  instant,  and  brandished  aloft 
the  cangiar,  or  poniard,  which  he  had  hiddoi  ip 
kis  skeve.  Not  the  presence  of  his  whole  army 
could  have  saved  their  heroic  Monardi^— but  the 
motions  of  the  Nubian  had  been  as  well  calenlatwl 
as  those  of  the  enthusiast,  and  ere  the  latter  could 
strike,  the  former  caught  his  uj^ifted  anik  Tom-^ 
ing  his  fanatical  wrath  upon  what  thus  unexpect- 
edly interposed  betwixt  him  and  his  object,  the 
Charegite,  for  such  was  the  seeming  maraboat, 
dealt  the  Nubian  a  Uow  with  the  dagges^  winch, 
however,  only  grazisd  his  arm,  while  the  fiur  sape* 
rior  strength  of  the  Ethi^ian  easily  Wished  him 
to  the  ground.  Aware  of  what  had  passed,  Rich 
ard  had  now  arisen,  aad  with  little  move  of  sur- 
prise, anger,  or  interest  of  any  kind  in  kit  connto* 
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Mmee,  than  an  ordinary  man  would  show  in  broth- 
ing  off  and  onshing  an  intrusive  wasp,  oanght  up 
the  atool  on  which  he  had  heen  sitting,  and  ex- 
daiming  only, "  Ha,  dog  1"  dashed  almost  to  pieces 
Uie  skull  of  the  assassin,  who  uttered  twice,  once 
in  a  kad,  and  once  in  a  broken  tone,  the  words 
**  Allah  ackbar  V* — €rod  is  yictorions — and  expired 
at  the  King's  feet. 

**  Ye  are  careful  warders,'*  said  Richard  to  his 
archers,  in  a  tone  of  scornful  reproach,  as,  aroused 
by  the  bustle  of  what  had  passed,  in  t^ror  and  tu- 
mult they  now  rushed  into  his  tent ;-— "  watchful 
soitiiiels  ye  are,  to  leave  me  to  do  such  hangaan*s 
w<H:k  with  my  own  hand«— Be  silent  all  of  you, 
and  cease  your  senseless  clamour  I  saw  ye  never  a 
dead  Turk  before  ? — Here— cast  that  carrion  out 
of  the  camp,  strike  the  head  horn  the  trunk,  and 
stick  it  on  a  lance,  taking  care  to  turn  the  f^e  to 
Meoca«  that  he  may  the  easier  tell  the  fonl  impos- 
tor, on  whose  inq>iradon  he  came  hither,  how  he 
has  sped  on  his  errand. — For  thee,  my  swart  and 
silent  firiend,"  he  added,  turning  to  the  Ethiopian 
— *^  Birt  how's  this  ? — ^thou  art  wounded — and  with 
a  poisoned  weapon,  I  warrant  me^  for  by  force  of 
stab  so  weak  an  animal  as  that  could  scarce  hope 
to  do  more  than  raze  the  lion's  hide. — Suck  the 
poison  from  his  womMl  one  of  you— the  venom  is 
harmless  on  the  lips,  though  £stal  when  it  mingles 
with  the  blood." 

The  yeomen  looked  on  each  other  confusedly  and 

widi  hesitation,  the  a(^rehension  of  so  strange  a 

danger  prevailing  with  those  who  feared  no  other. 

;  **  Haw  now»  urrahs,"  oof^nued  the  King,  **•  am 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


M6  TALES  OF  THE  CRUSADE  Il«U 

you  dainty-lippedj  or  do  you  fear  death,  tbat  yoil 
dally  thus?" 

**  Not  the  death  of  a  man,"  said  Long  Allen, 
to  whom  the  King  looked  as  he  spoke ;  '<  hut  me- 
thinks  I  would  not  die  like  a  poisoned  rat  for  the 
sake  of  a  hlack  chattel  there,  that  is  bought  and 
soVi  in  a  market  like  a  Martlemas  ox." 

*^  His  Grace  speaks  to  men  of  sucking  poison," 
muttered  another  yeoman,  "  as  if  he  said,  Gro  to, 
swallow  a  gooseberry  I" 

"  Nay,"  said  Richard,  "  I  never  bade  man  do 
that  which  I  would  not  do  myself." 

And,  without  farther  ceremony,  and  in  spite  of 
the  general  expostulations  of  those  around,  and  the 
respectful  opposition  of  the  Nubian  himself,  the 
King  of  England  applied  his  lips  to  the  wound  of 
the  black  slave,  treating  with  ridicule  all  remon- 
strances, and  overpowering  all  resistance.  He  had 
no  sooner  intermitted  his  singular  occupation,  than 
the  Nubian  started  from  him,  and,  casting  a  scarf 
over  his  arm,  intimated  by  gestures,  as  firm  in  pur- 
_ppse  as  they  were  respectful  in  manner,  his  deter- 
mination not  to  permit  the  Monarch  to  renew  so 
degrading  an  employment.  Long  Allen  also  inter- 
posed, saying,  that  if  it  were  necessary  to  prevent 
the  King  engaging  again  in  a  treatment  of  this 
kind,  his  own  lips,  tongue,  and  teeth,  were  at  the 
service  of  the  negro,  (as  he  called  the  Ethiopian,) 
and  that  he  would  eat  him  up  bodily,  rather  than 
King  Richard's  mouth  should  again  approach  him. 

^oville,  who  entered  with  other  officers,  added 
his  remonstrances. 

"  Nay,  nay,  make  not  a  needless  halloo  about  a 
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but  that  tke  hounds  hare  lost,  or  a  clanger  when 
it  is  over,"  said  the  King — **  the  wound  will  be  a 
trifte,  for  the  blood  b  scarce  drawn — an  angry  cat 
had  deah  a  deeper  scratch — and  for  me,  I  have 
bnt  to  take  a  drachm  of  orrietan  by  way  of  precau- 
tion, though  it  is  needless." 

Thus  spoke  Richard,  a  little  ashamed,  perhaps, 
of  his  own  condescension,  though  sanctioned  both 
by  humanity  and  gratitude.  But  when  Neville 
continued  to  make  remonstrances  on  the  peril  to  his 
royal  person,  the  King  imposed  silence  on  him. 

<*  Peace,  I  prithee — make  no  more  of  it — I  did 
it  bat  to  show  these  ignorant  prejudiced  knaves  how 
they  might  help  each  other  when  these  cowardly 
caiti£&  come  against  us  with  sarbacanes  and  poison- 
ed shafts. — But,"  he  added,  <<  take  thee  this  Nubian 
to  thy  quarters,  Neville — I  have  changed  my  mind 
touching  him — ^let  him  be  well  cared  for — But,  hark 
in  ^ine  ear — see  that  he  escapes  thee  not-— there 
is  more  in  him  than  seems.  Let  him  have  all  liberty, 
so  that  he  leave  not  the  camp. — And  you,  ye  beef- 
devouring,  wine-swilling  English  mastifis,  get  ye 
to  your  guard  again,  and  be  sure  you  keep  it  more 
warily.  Think  not  you  are  now  in  your  own  land 
of  fair  play,  where  men  speak  before  they  strike, 
and  shake  hands  ere  they  cut  throats.  Danger  in 
our  land  walks  openly,  and  with  his  blade  drawn, 
and  defies  the  foe  whom  he  means  to  assault ;  but 
here,  he  challenges  you  with  a  silk-glove  instead  of 
a  steel-gauntlet,  cuts  your  throat  with  the  feather 
of  a  turtle-dove,  stabs  you  with  the  tongue  of  a 
priest's  brooch,  or  throttles  you  with  the  lace  of 
uiy  lady*s  boddice.     Qo  to — ^keep  your  eyes  open 
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9^d  your  mouths  shut — drink  less  and  look  sharper 
about  you ;  or  I  will  place  your  huge  stomachs  on 
such  short  allowance^  as  would  pinch  the  stomach 
of  a  patient  Scottishman.'' 

The  yeomen,  abashed  and  mortified,  withdrew 
to  their  post,  and  Neville  was  beginning  to  remon- 
strate with  his  master  upon  the  risk  of  passing  over 
lihus  slightly  their  negligence  i^Mm  their  duty,  and 
the  propriety  of  an  example  in  a  case  so  peculiarly 
aggravated  as  the  permitting  one  so  suspidous  u 
the  marabout  to  approach  withm  dagger's  length 
•f  his  person,  when  Richard  interrupted  him  with 
**  Speak  not  of  it,  Nerille — ^wouldst  thou  have  me 
avenge  a  petty  risk  to  myself  more  severely  than 
the  loss  of  England's  hanner  ?  It  has  been  stoLen— 
stolen  by  a  thief^  or  delivered  up  by  a  traitor,  and 
no  blood  has  been  shed  for  it, — My  sable  friend, 
thou  art  an  expounder  of  mysteries,  saith  the  illus- 
trious Soldan-— now  would  I  give  thee  thine  o<^n 
weight  in  gold,  if,  by  raising  one  still  blacker  thau 
thyself,  or  by  what  other  means  thou  wilt,  thou 
cimhlst  show  me  the  thief  who  did  mine  honour 
thal^  wrong.    What  say'st  thou  ?  ha  !'* 

The  mute  seemed  desirous  to  speak,  but  uttered 
only  that  imperfect  sound  proper  to  his  melancholy 
comlition,  then  folded  his  arms,  looked  on  the  King 
with  an  eye  of  intelligence,  and  nodded  in  answer 
to  his  question. 

"  How  r*  said  Richard,  with  joyful  impatience. 
**  Wilt  tbou  undertake  t^  make  discovery  in  this 
matter  ?** 

The  Nubian  slave  rq»eated  the  same  motion. 
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<<  But  how  shall  we  midentuid  each  odier?**  Mid 
the  King.— <*  Canst  thon  write,  good  Mow  ?" 
The  slare  again  nodded  in  aasient. 
<<  Give  him  wrking-tools,"  said  the  King.  '<  Thejr 
were  readier  in  my  Other's  tent  than  mine— hut 
the^r  he  somewhere  ahont,  if  this  soorvhing  olimaite 
hare  not  dried  up  die  ink. — Wh y,  this  fcdlow  is  • 
jewel — a  hlack  diamond,  Nerille.*' 

<<  So  please  you,  my  Itege,"  said  NeriUe,  <*  if  I 
nught  speak  my  poor  mind,  it  were  ill  dealing  in 
this  ware.  This  man  must  he  a  wizard,  and  wisards 
deal  with  the  Enemy,  who  hath  most  interest  to 
sow  tares  among  the  wheat,  and  hrtng  dissension 

into  •nr  councOs,  and" 

<<  Peace,  NeviUe,"  sud  lUohard.  "  Hollo  to 
your  northern  hound  when  he  is  dose  on  tiie  hauncli 
af  the  deer,  and  hope  to  recall  him,  hot  seek  not  to 
stop  Plantagenet  when  he  hath  hope  to  retrieve  his 
hcmoiir.** 

The  slave,  who  during  this  discussion  had  bee« 
writing,  in  which  art  he  seemed  skilAil,  now  arose, 
and  {M*essing  what  he  had  written  to  his  hrow,  pro- 
strated himself  as  usual,  ere  he  delirered  it  into  the 
King's  hands.  The  scroll  was  in  French,  although 
their  intercourse  had  hitherto  heeu  conducted  by 
Richard  in  the  lii^ua  Franca. 

**  To  Richard,  the  conquering  and  inrincihle 
Kiqg  of  Bk^land,  this  from  the  humblest  of  his 
slaves.  Mysteries  are  the  sealed  caskets  of  Hea- 
FOB,  hut  wisdcmi  may  devise  means  to  open  the 
lock.  Were  your  slave  stationed  where  the  leaders 
of  the  Christian  host  were  made  to  pass  hefore  him 
in  order,  doubt  nothing,  that  if  he  who  did  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


350  .TALES  OF  THE  CRUSADfiRS. 

injurjr  whereof  my  King  complains  shall  be  among 
the  number,  he  may  be  made  manifest  in  his  ini- 
quity, though  it  be  hidden  under  seven  veils." 

"  Now,  by  Saint  George  I"  said  King  Richard, 
**  thou  haet  spoken  most  opportunely, — Neville, 
thou  know*st,  that  when  we  muster  our  troops  to- 
morrow, the  princes  have  agreed,  that  to  expiate 
the  affront  offered  to  England  in  the  theft  of  her 
Banner,  the  leaders  should  pass  our  new  standard 
as  it  floats  on  Saint  George's  Mount,  and  salute  it 
with  formal  regard.  Believe  me,  the  secret  traitor 
will  not  dare  to  absent  himself  from  an  expurgation 
so  solemn,  lest  his  very  absence  should  be  matter 
uf  suspicion.  There  will  we  place  our  sable  man  of 
counsel,  and,  if  his  art  can  detect  the  villain,  leave 
me  to  deal  with  him." 

<<  My  liege,''  said  Neville,  with  the  frankness  of 
an  English  baron,  <<  beware  what  work  you  begin. 
Here  is  the  concord  of  our  holy  league  unexpect- 
edly renewed — will  you,  upon  such  suspicion  as  a 
negro  slave  can  instil,  tear  open  wounds  so  lately 
closed— or  will  you  use  the  solemn  procession, 
adopted  for  the  reparation  of  your  honour,  and 
establishment  of  unanimity  amongst  the  discording 
princes,  as  the  means  of  again  finding  out  new 
cause  of  offence,  or  reviving  ancient  quarrels  ?  It 
were  scarce  too  strong  to  say,  this  were  a  breach  of 
the  declaration  your  Grace  made  to  the  assembled 
Council  of  the  Crusade.'* 

«  Neville,"  said  the  King,  sternly  interrupting 
him,  **  thy  zeal  makes  thee  presumptuous  and  an- 
mannerly.  Never  did  I  promise  to  abstain  from 
taking  whatever  means  were  most  promising,  to 
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discover  the  infamous  author  of  the  attack  on  my 
honour,  fihre  I  had  done  so,  I  would  have  renoun* 
ced  my  kingdom — my  life*  All  my  declarations 
were  under  this  necessary  and  absolute  qualification ; 
—only,  if  Austria  had  stepped  forth  and  owned 
tlie  injury  like  a  man,  I  proffered,  for  the  sake  of 
Christendom,  to  have  forgiven  himJ* 

"  But,"  continued  the  baron,  anxiously,  *<  what 
hope  that  this  juggling  slave  of  Saladin  will  not 
palter  with  your  Grace  ?** 

«  Peace,  Neville,"  said  the  King ;  <<  thou  think'st 
thyself  mighty  wise,  and  art  but  a  fool.  ■  Mind 
thou  my  charge  touching  this  fellow-— there  b  more 
in  him  than  thy  Westmoreland  wit  can  fathom.— 
And  thou,  swart  and  silent,  prepare  to  perform  the 
feat  thou  hast  promised,  and,  by  the  word  of  a  King, 
thou  shalt  choose  thine  own  recompense. — Lo,  he 
writes  again.*' 

The  mute  accordingly  wrote  and  delivered  to 
the  King,  with  the  same  form  as  before,  another 
slip  of  paper,  containing  these  words. — *'  The  will 
of  the  King  is  the  law  to  his  slave — nor  doth  it 
become  him  to  ask  guerdon  for  discharge  of  his 
devoir." 

"  Guerdon  and  devoir  F  said  the  King,  inter- 
mpting  himself  as  he  read,  and  speaking  to  Neville 
Jn  the  English  tongue  with  some  emphasis  on  the 
words, — **  These  Eastern  people  will  profit  by  the 
Crusaders — they  are  acquiring  the  language  of  chi- 
vahry  I — And  see,  Neville,  how  discomposed  that 
fellow  looks — were  it  not  for  his  colour  he  would 
blush.  I  should  not  think  it  strange  if  he  under- 
itood  what  I  say — ^they  are  perilous  linguists*** 
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«  The  poor  slave  4»nDot  endure  your  Grace's 
eye/*  said  Neville ;  ^  it  is  nothing  more." 

"  Well,  hut,"  centinaed  the  King,  strildng  the 
paper  with  his  finger,  as  he  proceeded,  **  this  bold 
scrdl  proceeds  to  say,  that  our  trusty  mute  is 
charged  with  a  message  from  Saladin  to  the  Lady 
Edith  Plantagenet,  and  craves  means  and  oppor- 
tunity to  deliver  it.  What  think*st  thou  of  a  re- 
quest so  modest — ha,  Neville  ?" 

"  I  cannot  say,"  said  Seville,  "  how  such  free- 
dom may  relish  with  yonr  Grace ;  but  the  lease  of 
the  messenger's  neck  would  be  a  short  one,  wbs 
should  carry  euch  a  request  to  the  Soldan  on  tht 
part  of  your  Majesty." 

^<  Nay,  I  thank  Heaven  that  I  covet  none  of  hit 
jninbnmt  beauties,"  said  Richard;  <<  and  for  pa* 
nishiag  l^s  fellow  for  'discharging  his  master  i 
^'''^'e^nmd,  and  that  when  he  has  just  sav«d  my  life— 
methinks  it  were  somediing  too  summary.  Ill  tell 
thee,  Neville,  a  secret — for,  although  our  sable  and 
mute  minister  be  present,  he  cannot,  thou  know'st, 
tell  it  over  again,  even  if  he  should  diance  to  un- 
derstand us— I  ten  tkee,  that,  for  this  fortnigiit 
past,  I  have  been  under  a  strange  spell,  and  I 
would  I  were  disenchanted.  There  has  no  sooner 
any  one  done  me  good  service,  hot  lo  you,  he  can- 
cels his  interest  in  me  by  some  deep  injury ;  an4 
on  the  other  hand,  he  who  hath  deserved  death  at 
my  hands  for  some  treachery  or  some  insult,  is  sore 
to  be  the  very  person,  of  fdl  others,  who  confen 
upon  me  some  obligation  that  overbalances  his  de- 
fnf»rit8,  and  renders  respite  of  his  sentence  a  debt 
due  from  my  honour.    Thus,  thou  see  st,  I  am  do 
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prired  of  the  best  part  of  my  royal  function^  ginoe 
I  can  neither  punish  men  nor  reward  them.  Until 
the  influence  of  this  disqualifying  planet  be  passed 
away,  I  will  say  nothing  concerning  the  request  of 
this  onr  sable  attendant,  save  that  it  is  an  unusually 
bold  one,  and  that  his  best  chance  of  finding  grace 
in  our  eyes  will  be,  to  endeavour  to  make  ^e  dis- 
covery which  he  proposes  to  achieve  in  our  behalf. 
Meanwhile,.  Neville,  do  thou  look  well  to  him,  and 
let  him  be  honourably  cared  for. — And  hark  thee 
once  more,"  he  said,  in  a  low  whisper,  **  seek  out 
yonder  hermit  of  Engaddi,  and  bring  him  to  me 
forthwith,  be  he  saint  or  savage,  madman  or  sane. 
Let  me  see  him  privately.** 

Neville  retired  from  the  royal  tent,  signing  to 
the  Nubian  to  follow  him,  and  much  surprised  at 
what  he  had  seen  and  heard,  and  especially  at  the 
unusual  demeanour  of  the  King.  In  general,  no 
task  was  so  easy  as  to  discover  Richard's  immediate 
course  of  sentiment  and  feeling,  though  it  might, 
in  some  cases,  be  difficult  to  calculate  its  duration ; 
for  no  weathercock  obeyed  the  changing  wind  more 
readily,  than  the  King  his  gusts  of  passion.  But, 
on  the  present  occasion,  his  manner  seemed  un- 
usually constrained  and  mysterious,  nor  was  it  easy 
to  guess  whether  displeasure  or  kindness  predomi- 
nated in  his  conduct  towards  his  new  dependant, 
or  in  the  looks  with  which,  from  time  to  time,  he 
regarded  him.  The  ready  service  which  the  King 
had  rendered  to  counteract  the  bad  eflFecti  of  the 
Nubian's  wound,  might  seem  to  balance  the  obli- 
gation conferred  on  him  by  the  slave,  when  he  iu- 
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tercepted  the  blow  of  the  aasassin ;  bat  it  seemed^ 
as  a  roach  looger  accoaot  rem^aed  to  beacraiiged 
betweea  them,  that  the  Monareb  was  doubtful 
whether  ,the  settlement  might  leave  him,  upon  the 
wholQ,  debtor  or  creditor,  and  thatj  therefore,  hie 
assumed,  in  the  meantime,  a  neutral  *  demeanour, 
which  might  suit  with  either  diaracter.  As  for  the 
Nubian,  by  whatever  means  he  had  lusquired  the 
art  of  writing  the  European  languages,  the  King 
remained  convinced  that  die  English  tongue  at'lisast 
was  unknown,  to  him,  since,  having  watched  him 
closely  during  the  last  part  of  the  interview,  he 
conceived  it  impossible  for  any  one  understanding 
a  conversation,  of  which  he  was  himself  the  subject 
to  have  so  con^pletely  avoided  tfae.AppearanMLof 
taking  an  interest  in  it. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 


Who's  there  ? — Approach-^'tis  kindly  < 
My  learned  physician  and  a  friend. 

Sir  E0STACX  Gebt. 

Our  narrative  retrogrades  to  a  period  shortly  pre- 
rious  to  the  inctdei^  last  mentioned,  when,  as  the 
reader  must  remember,  the  unfortanate  Knight  of 
the  Leopard,  bestowed  upon  the  Arabian  physician 
by  King  Richard,  rather. as  a  slave  than  in  any 
other  oapadty,  was  exiled  from  the  camp  of  the 
Cmsadersy  in  whose  ranks  he  had  so  often  and  so 
brilliantly  disdngnidied  himsdf.  He  followed  his 
new  master,  for  so  he  most  now  term  the  Hakim, 
to  the  Mo<Hrish  tents  which  contiuned  his  retinue 
and  his  property,  with  the  stupified  feelings  of  one, 
who,  faMen  from  the  summit  of  a  precipice,  and 
escaping  unexpectedly  with  life,  is  just  able  to  drag 
bimsdf  from  the  fatal  spot,  but  without  the  power 
of  estimating  the  extent  of  the  damage  which  he 
has  sustained.  Arrived  at  the  tent,  he  threw  him- 
self, without  speech  of  any  kind,  upon  a  couch  of 
dressed  bufBolo's  hide,  which  was  pointed  out  to 
him  by  his  conductor,  and  hiding  his  face  betwixt 
his  hands,  groaned  heavily,  as  if  his  heart  was  on 
the  point  of  bursting.  The  physician  heard  him, 
as  he  was  giving  orders  to  his  numerous  d^imestics 
to  prepare  for  their  departure  the  next  morning 
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before  daybreak,  and,  moved  with  compasrioa,  m- 
termpted  his  occupation,  to  sit  down,  crossl^ged, 
by  the  side  of  his  coodi,  and  administer  comfort 
according  to  the  Oriental  manner. 

««  My  firiend,*'  he  said,  «*  be  of  good  comfort— 
fbr  what  sayeth  the  poet — ^it  is  better  that  a  man 
should  be  the  servant  of  a  kind  master,  than  the 
slave  of  his  own  wild  passions.  Again,  be  of  good 
courage ;  because,  whereas  Ysouf  Ben  Yagoube  was 
sold  to  a  King  by  his  brethren,  even  to  Pharaoh 
King  of  Egypt,  thy  king  hath,  on  the  odier  hand, 
bestowed  thee  on  one  who  will  be  to  thee  as  a 
brother." 

Sir  Kenneth  made  an  eflFort  to  thank  the  Hakhn, 
but  his  heart  was  too  full,  and  the  indistinct  sounds 
which  accompanied  his  abortive  attempts  to  reply, 
induced  the  kind  physician  to  desist  fhim  his  pre- 
mature endeavours  at  consolation.  He  left  his  new 
domestic,  or  guest,  in  quiet,  to  indulge  bis  sorrows, 
and  having  commanded  all  the  necessary  ^rejpanr 
tions  for  their  departure  on  the  morning,  sat  down 
upon  the  carpet  of  the  tent,  and  indulged  himself 
in  a  moderate  repast.  After  he  had  thus  refreshed 
himself,  similar  viands  were  ofPored  to  the  Scottish 
Knight ;  but  though  the  slaves  let  him  understand 
that  the  next  day  would  be  far  advanced  ere  thef 
would  halt  for  the  purpose  of  reft'eshment.  Sir  Ken- 
neth could  not  overcome  the  disg^ust  which  he  felt 
against  swallowing  any  nourishment,  and  could  be 
prevailed  upon  to  taste  nothing,  saving  a  draught 
of  cold  water. 

He  was  awake,  long-after  his  Arab  hostliad  per^ 
formed  his  usual  devotionsi  and  betaken  iiimsdf  to 
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kis  repose,  nor  had  sleep  visited  him  at  the  hour 
of  midnight,  when  a  movement  took  place  among 
the  domesticsy  which,  though  attended  with  no 
speech,  and  very  little  noise,  made  him  aware  they 
were  loading  the  camels  and  preparing  for  depar- 
ture^ In  the  coarse  of  these  preparations,  the  last 
person  who  was  disturbed,  excepting  the  physician 
himself,  was  the  Knight  of  Scotland,  whom,  about 
three  in  the  morning,  a  sort  of  major-domo,  ot 
master  of  the  household,  acquainted  that  he  must 
arise*  He  did  so,  without  £uther  answer,  and 
followed  him  into  the  moonlight,  where  stood  the 
camels,  most  of  which  were  already  loaded,  and 
one  only  remained  kneeling  until  its  burden  should 
be  completed. 

A  little  apart  from  the  camels  stood  a  number 
of  horses  ready  bridled  and  saddled,  and  the  Ha- 
kim himself,  coming  forth,  mounted  on  one  of  them 
with  as  much  agility  as  the  grave  decorum  of  his 
diaracter  permitted,  and  directed  another,  which 
he  pointed  out,  to  be  led  towards  Sir  Kenneth. 
An  English  officer  was  in  attendance,  to  escort 
them  through  the  camp  of  the  Crusaders,  and  to 
ensure  their  leaving  it  in  safety,  and  all  was  ready 
for  their  departure.  The  pavilion  whidi  they  had 
left,  was,  in  the  meanwhile,  struck  with  singular 
dispatch,  and  the  tent-poles  and  coverings  composed 
the  burden  of  the  last  camel — when  the  physician, 
pronouncing  solemnly  the  verse  of  the  Koran,  «<  God 
be  our  guide,  and  A^ommed  our  protector  in  the 
desert  as  in  the  watered  field,"  the  whole  cavalcade 
was  instantly  in  motion. 

In  traversing  the  camp,  they  were  challenged  by 
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the  varions  sentinds  who  maintained  gnard  thcA^ 
and  suffered  to  proceed  ki  silenoe^  or  ^th  a  mat- 
tered corse  upon  their  prophfet^  m  they  passed  the 
post  of  «ome  more  nealons  Ohisader.'  '  Aa  len^b, 
she  last  harriers  werOc  left*  hehind  them,  ai^  the 
party  formed  themselves  !foi^  the  mttreh'with  mili- 
tary preoantion.  Two  or  thi-er  horsemen  adt«iioed 
in  &pnt  as  arTangnard  ^  one  or  two  retnaiiMd'a  how- 
shot  in  the  rear ;  and,  wherero*  the  ^groted 'admit* 
ted»  others  were.detached  to  ke^  an  ootiobk  iim  the 
flaQk^,  In  this  manner  they  proceeded  on  ward, 
while  Sir  Kenneth,  looking  Imck'On  the  mootdiglit 
fsamp,  might  now  indeed  ^semn  ^amshed,  deprived 
at.  opoe  <rf  honoorimd  of  ly^erty^  from  th^  glim- 
mering banners  under  which  he  had  hof^  to  gain 
^ditional  renown,  and  the  tented  dwdlings  df  cbi* 
valry,  of  .Christianity,  and— 4>f  iBdith  I^antagenet. 
.  The  Hakim,  who  rode  by  hwstde,  o^bsei^ed,  in 
his  usual  tone  of  sententioBB/cohsolaetioiP-^  It  is 
nnwise  to  look  back  when  the  jdnmey  Ueth  for- 
ward ;"  and  as>he  . spoke,  the'  horse 'of  Hl^  Idiigbt 
pnade  sudi  a  perilouS/Stnmble,-  as  tlirdateiied  tb  lidd 
a  practical  moral  to  the  tak.   ^     »  ^       "'   ^ 

The  knigbtoWas  compiled  by  this  hint  to  gire 
more^  atteation  to  the  management  of  his  steed, 
wbich  more, than  onc«  required 'the  assfctaiHS^  and 
support*  fvf  the.  €heck-<bridle,'Althdiigii,^1n' other  re- 
sp^ts,  nothing;  could  be  more  easy  at  tvA^  and 
f^tive,  Ijhan /the,  jamUing  pace^atwhieh  fhe  aoinkal 
(yrhi<ch.w^ftmar»)  proceed^      :  .  ■  ' 

<<The  conditions  of  that  hoirse,'  observed  tim 
sententious  physician,  <<  are  like  those  of  human 
fortune ;  seeing  that  amidst  ^bis  most  swifl  aikd  easy 
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pace,  the  rider  nust  gnard  \am9fM  agmiiwl  a  fall, 
and  that  it  is  when  prosperity  is  a(  the  highest^ 
that  our  prudence  should  be  awake  and  vigilant,  to 
preveni  misfortune*" 

The  overloaded  appetite  loathes  even  the  heney- 
oottib,  imd  it  is  scarce  «  wonder  that  the  knight, 
mortified  and  harassed  with  misfortunes  and  abase- 
ment, became  something  impatient  of  hearing  his 
misery  made,  at  every  turn,  the  gronnd  of  proverbs 
and  apoth^^s,  however  just  and  apposite. 

^  Methinks;*'  he  said,  rather  peevishly,  '<  1  want- 
ed no  additional  iUostration  of  the  instability  of 
fortune^-though  I  would  thank- thee.  Sir  Hakim, 
for  thy  choice'  of  a  steed  for  me,  would  the  jade  but 
stomble  so  effectually  as  at  once  to  break  my  neck 
and  her  own.'* 

^  My  brother,"  answered  the<  Arab  sage,  with 
imperturbable  g^vity,  **  thou  speakest  as  one  of 
the  foolish.  Thou  say'st  in  thy  hearty  that  the  sage 
dioaM  have  given  one  as  his  gnesty  the  yoihiger 
and  better  horM^  and  reserved  the:  old  one  f6r  him- 
deif ;  but  knoW)  that  the  defects  of  the  plder  steed 
may  be  compensated  by  the  energies  of  the>  young 
rider,  whereas  die  violence  of  the  young  horse  re- 
quires to  be  moderated  by  the  oo^d  temper  of  the 
older." 

So  spoke  the  sage ;  but  neither  to  this  observa- 
tion did  Sir  Kenneth  return  any  answer  which  could 
lead  to  M  continuance  of  their  conversation^  and  the 
physician,  wearied,  perhaps,  of  administering  com- 
fort to  one  who  would  not  be  comforted,  signed  to 
one  ef  his  retinue. 
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<<  HaMfto,"  he  taid,  **  hast  tkoo  noihbg  wfaere- 
with  to  begoi|e  the  way  ?** 

Hassan,  story-tdler  and  poet  hy  profesnon,  spar- 
red up,  upon  this  summons,  to  exercise  his  calinig. 
— <<  Lord  of  the  palace  of  life,"  he  said,  addressing 
the  physician, «« thou,  before  whom  the  angel  As- 
rael  spreadeth  his  wings  for  flight — thou,  wiser  than 
Solimaun  Ben  Daoud,  upon  whose  signet  was  in« 
scribed  the  real  name  which  controls  the  spirits 
of  the  elements — ^forbid  it.  Heaven,  that  while  thou 
travellest  upon  the  track  of  benevolence,  bearing 
healing  and  hope  wherever  thou  comest,  thine  own 
course  should  be  saddened  for  lack  of  the  tale  and 
of  the  song.  Behold,  while  thy  servant  is  at  thy 
side,  he  w^  pour  forth  the  treasures  of  his  memo- 
ry, as  the  fountain  sendeth  her  stream  beside  the 
pathway,  for  the  refreshment  of  him  that  walketh 
thereon.** 

After  this  exordium,  Hassan  uplifted  his  voice, 
and  began  a  tale  of  love  and  mi^c,  intermixed  ^th 
feats  of  warlike  achievement,  and  ornamented  with 
abundant  quotations  from  the  Persian  poets,  with 
whose  compositions  the  orator  seemed  familiar.  The 
retinue  of  the  physician,  such  excepted  as  were 
necessarily  detained  in  attendance  on  the  camels^ 
thronged  up  to  the  narrator,  and  pressed  as  dose 
as  deference  for  their  master  pennitted,  to  enjoy 
the  delight  whidi  the  inhabitants  of  the  East  have 
ever  derived  from  this  species  of  exhibition. 

At  another  time,  notwithstanding  his  imperfect 
knowledge  of  the  language.  Sir  Kenneth  might 
have  been  interested  in  the  recitation,  whidi,  thoogb 
dictated  by  a  more  extravagant  imagination,  sad 
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expressed  in  more  inflated  and  meti^horica]  lan- 
guage, bore  yet  a  strong  resemblance  to  the  ro- 
mances of  chivalry,  then  so  fashionable  in  Europe. 
But  as  matters  stood  with  him,  be  was  scarcely 
even  sensible  that  a  man  in  the  centre  of  the  caval- 
cade recited  and  sung,  in  a  low  tone,  for  nearly  two 
hours,  modulating  his  voice  to  the  various  moods 
of  passion  introduced  into  the  tale,  and  receiving, 
in  return,  now  low  murmurs  of  applause,  now  mut- 
tered expressions  of  wonder,  now  sighs  and  tears, 
and  sometimes,  what  it  was  £ur  more  difficult  to 
extract  from  such  an  audience,  a  tribute  of  smiles, 
and  even  laughter. 

During  the  recitation,  the  attention  of  the  exile, 
however  abstracted  by  his  own  deep  sorrow,  was 
occasionally  awakened  by  the  low  wail  of  a  dog, 
secured  in  a  wicker  enclosure  suspended  on  one  of 
the  camels,  which,  as  an  experienced  woodsman, 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  recognising  to  be  that  of 
his  own  faithful  hound;  and  from  the  plaintive 
tone  of  the  animal,  he  had  no  doubt  that  he  was 
sensible  of  his  master's  vicinity,  and,  in  his  way,  in- 
voking hb  assistance  for  liberty  and  rescue. 
'  <<  Alas  I  poor  Roswal,"  he  said,  <<  thou  callest  for 
aid  and  sympathy  upon  one  in  stricter  bondage  than 
tiiou  thyself  art.  I  will  not  seem  to  heed  ^ee,  or 
return  thy  affection,  since  it  would  serve  but  to  load 
our  parting  with  yet  more  bitterness." 

Thus  passed  the  hours  of  night,  and  the  space  of 
dim  hazy  dawn,  which  forms  the  twilight  of  a  Sy- 
rian morning.  But  when  the  very  first  line  of  the 
sun's  disk  began  to  rise  above  the  level  horizon, 
and  when  the  very  first  level  ray  shot  glimmeritiic 
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in  dew  tJong  the  suriBoe  of  the  desert,  which  the 
travellers  had  now  attained,  thesenoroas  voice  of 
El  Hakim  himsdf  overpowered  and  cut  short  the 
narrative  of  the  tale-teller,  while  he  caused  to  re- 
sound along  the  sands  the  solemn  summons,  which 
the  muezzins  thunder  at  morning  from  the  minaret 
of  every  mosjque. 

"  To  prayer— to  prayer!  God  is  the  one  €rod. 
— To  prayer — ^to  .prayer {  Mahommed  is  the  pro- 
phet of  Godvr-To  prayer— *to  prayer  I  -  Time  is  fly- 
ing from  you« — To  prayer — to  prayer!  Judgment 
is  dravring  nigh  to  you."  -i 

In  an  instant  each  Moslem  cast  himself  from  his 
horse,  turned  his  &(ce  towards  Mecca,  and  perform- 
ed with  sand  an  imita4}ion  of  those  ablutions,  which 
were  elsewhere  required  to  he  made  with  water, 
while  each,  individual,  in  brief  but  fervent  ejacnk 
tions,  recommended  himself  to  .the  care,  and  his 
sins  to  the  forgiveness,  of  God.  and  the  Prophet. 

Even  Sir  Kenneth,  whose  reason  at  once  and 
prejudices  were  offended  by  seeing  his  companions 
in  that  which  he  considered  as  an  act  of  idolstry, 
could  not  help  respecting  the  sincerity  of  tl^tr  mis- 
guided zeal,  and  being  stimulated  Jby  th^ir  fbrvonr 
to  apply  supplications  to  Heaven  in  »« purer  form, 
wondering,  meanwhile,  what  new-born  feelings 
could  teach  him  to  accompany  in  prayer,  thoi^ 
with  varied  invocation,  those  very  Saracens,  whose 
heathenish  worship  he  had  conceived  a  crime  dis- 
honourable tp  the  land  in  which  high  mirades  had 
been  wrought,  and  where  the  daystar  of  redemp- 
tion had  arisen. 

The  act  of  devotion,  however,  t^ogh  rendered 
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in  8ach  strange  society,' hunt  purely  frem  his  na- 
tural feelings  <^  religioiift  duty,  and  had  its  usual 
effect  in  composing  the  spirite,  which  hadheen  long 
harassed  hy  so  rapid  a  suecession  of  calamities. 
The  sincere  and  earnest  approadi  of  the  Christian 
to  the  throne  of  the  Almighty^  teaches  -the  best 
lesson  of  ^patience  under  affliction ;  since  wherefore 
should  we  mock  the  Deity  with  supplications,  when 
we  insult  him  hy  murmuring  under  his  decrees  ? 
or  how,  while  euv  prayers  hare  in  erery  wmrd  ad- 
mitted the  vanity  and  nothingness  of  the  things 
of  time  in  comparison  to  those  ci  eternity,  should 
we  hope  to  deceive  the  Searcher  of  Hearts,'  by  per- 
mitting the  world  and  >/fi»ldly  passions  to  reassume 
the  reins  even  immediately  after  a  solemn  address 
to  Heaven?  BntSir  Kenneth  was  not  of  these.  He 
felt  himself  comforted  and  strengthened,  and  bet« 
ter  pr^ared  to  execute  or  submit  to  wlurtever  his 
destiny  might  call  upon  him  to  do  or  to  suffer. 

Meanwhile,  the  party  of  Saracens  regained  their 
itaddles,  and  continued  their  route,  and  the  tale- 
teller, Hassan,  resumed  the  thread  of  his  narrative ; 
but  it  was  no  longer  to  the  same  attentive  audience. 
A  horseman,  who  had  ascended'some 'high  ground 
on  the  right  hand  of  the  little  cdiumn,  had  return*- 
ed  on  a  speedy  gallop  to  El  Hakim,  and  commu- 
nicated with  him.  Pour  or  five  more  cavaliers  had 
then  been  dispatched^  and  the  litlie  hand,  which 
might  consist  of  about  twenty  or  thiifty  persons, 
began  to  follow  them  with  theireye8,'as:men  from 
whose  gestures,  and  advance  or  retreat,  they  were 
to  aug^r  good  or  evil.  Hassan,  findti^  his  audience 
inattentive,  ^  being  hknself  attracted  by  the  dii- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


864  TALES  OF  THE  CRUSADERS. 

bioui  appearanoes  on  the  ilsakt  sdnted  in  hit  son^; 
and  the  march  became  silenty  save  when  a  camri- 
driver  called  oat  to  his  patient  charge,  or  some 
juizioas  follower  of  the  Haldm  communicated  witJk 
his  next  neighbour  in  a  hurried  and  low  whiter. 

This  suspense  continued  until  they  had  roonded 
a  ridge,  composed  of  hillocks  of  sand,  which  coneealr 
ed  from  their  main  body  the  object  that  had  created 
this  alarm  among  their  scouts.  Sir  Kenneth  could 
now  see,  at  the  distance  of  a  mile  or  more,  a  daric 
object  moving  n^idly  on  the  bosom  of  the  desert 
whidi  his  experienced  eye  recognised  for  a  partr 
of  cavalry,  much  superior  to  their  own  in  numben) 
«nd,  from  the  thick  and  frequent  flashes  whidi  flnn^ 
back  the  level  beams  of  the  rising  sun,  it  was  plaiu 
that  these  were  Europeans  in  their  complete  pa- 
noply. 

The  anxious  looks  which  the  horsemen  of  Bi 
Hakim  now  cast  upon  their  leader,  seemed  to  in- 
•dicate  deep  apprehension ;  while  he,  with  grarilj 
as  undisturbed  as  when  he  called  his  followers  to 
prayer,  detached  two  of  his  best-mounted  cavaliers, 
with  instructions  to  approach  as  dosely-  as  prudence 
permitted  to  these  travellers  of  the  desert,  and  ob- 
serve more  minutely  their  numbers,  their  character, 
and,  if  possible,  their  purpose.  The  approach  of 
danger,  or  what  was  feared  as  such,  was  like  a  sti- 
mulating draught  to  one  in  apathy,  and  recslled 
Sir  Kenneth  to  himself  and  his  situation. 

<  What  feu*  you  from  these  Christian  horsemen, 
for  such  they  seem  ?"  he  said  to  the  Hakim. 

"  Fear  I"  said  El  Hakim,  repeating  the  word 
disdainfully — «« The  sage  fears  nothing  but  Heaves 
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—bat  erer  expects  from  wicked  men  the  wont  wkich 
they  can  do.** 

«  They  are  Christiang,*'  said  Sir  Kenneth,  «  and 
it  is  iJie  time  of  trace — why  shoald  y on  fear  a  breach 
dffidth?- 

<«  They  are  the  priestly  soldiers  of  the  Temple/ 
answered  EH  Hakim,  *<  whose  tow  limits  them  to 
know  neither  trace  nor  faith  with  the  worshippers 
of  Islam.  May  the  Prophet  blight  them,  both  root, 
branch,  and  twig  I — Their  peace  is  war,  and  their 
faith  is  fiedsehood.  Other  invaders  of  Palestine  have 
their  times  and  moods  of  conrtesy.  The  lion  Rich- 
ard will  spare  when  he  has  conquered — the  eagle 
Philip  will  dose  his  wing  when  he  bas  stricken  a 
prey — even  the  Austrian  bear  will  sleep  when  he 
is  gorged ;  but  thu  horde  of  ever-hnngry  wolves 
know  neither  panse  nor  satiety  in  their  rapine. — 
See'st  ibsm  not  that  they  are  detaching  a  party 
from  their  main  body,  and  that  they  take  an  eastern 
direc^n  ?  Yon  are  their  pages  and  squires,  whom 
they  train  up  in  their  accursed  mysteries,  and  whom^ 
as  lighter  mounted,  they  send  to  cut  us  off  from 
our  watering-place.  But  they  will  be  disappointed : 
/  know  the  war  of  the  desert  yet  better  than  they.** 

He  spoke  a  few  words  to  his  principal  officer, 
and  his  whole  demeanour  and  countenance  was  at 
once  changed  from  the  solemn  repose  of  an  Eastern 
sage,  accustomed  more  to  contemplation  than  to 
action,  into  the  prompt  and  proud  expression  of  a 
gaOsnt  soldier^  whose  energies  are  roused  by  the 
fiear  approach  of  a  danger,  whidi  he  at  once  foreset^s 
and  despises. 

To  Sir  Kenneth's  eyes  the  approaching  crUis 
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had  a  different  aspect^:  and  wlien  Adonbec  sskid 
to  him,  **  Thon  must  tarry  dose  by  my  side,**  he 
answered  solemnly  in  the*ne§^ti1re. 

*'  Yonder,**  he  said,  ^  are  my  comrades  in  amm 
— the  men  in  whose  society  I  have  vowed  to  %lit 
or  fidl— on  their  .banner' gleams  the  sign  of  our 
most  blessed  redemption — I  cannot  fly  from  the 
Gross  in  eompany  witk  the  Orescent.** 

<<  Fod  I'*  aaid  the  Hakim ;  ^  their  first  acdoa 
would  be  to  do  ^ee  to  death,  were  it  only  to  con- 
ceal their  breadi  of  the  tmoe." 

<<  Of  that  I  most  take  my  chance,"  replied  Sir 
Kenneth^  *^  but  I  wear  not  the  bond8  of  the  io- 
fideb  an  instant  longer  than  I  can  cait  them  ftom 
me.** 

<'  Thra  will  I  compel  thee  to  foiled  me,"  said 
ElHakim. 

«<  Ck>rapeir*  answered  Sir  Kenneth,  angrily. 
*<  Wert  thou  not  my  bene&ctor,  or  one  who  has 
showed  will  4o  be  .8iich,^«nd  "were  it  tfot-lhat  it  is 
to  thy  confidencr  I  ewe  the  freedom  of  these  hands, 
which  thou  mightst  have  loaded  wil^  fetters,  I 
would  show  thee  that,  unarmed  as  I  lim,  compidsioo 
would  be  nor  easy  fade'* 

<*  Enodgbf  enough/'  replied  the  Arabian  |>by- 
sician,  (^  we  lose  time  even  when  it  is  beconrinf 
precious.** 

So  saying,  hertbrew  his  arm-idoft,  and  uttered 
a  loud  and  shriM  cry^  as  a-  signal  to  those  of  his 
retinue,  who  mstanUy  dii^ersed  themselves  on  the 
face  of  the  desert,  in  as  many  different  directions 
as  a  chaplet  of  beads  when  the  string,  is  brokea 
Sir  Kenneth  had  no  tame  to  note  what  ensued ;  for, 
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•t  the  8Mne  instant,  the  Hakim  seised  the  rein  of 
his  steedy  and  puttang  his  own  to  its  mettle,  both 
sprung  forth  at  once  with  the  suddenness  of  iighty 
and  at  a  pitch  of  Telocity  which  almost  deprived 
Ihe  Scottish  knight  of  the  power  of  respiration,  and 
left  him  absolutely  incapable,  had  he  been  desirous, 
to  have  cheid^^  the  career  of  his  guide.  Practisea 
as  Sir  Kenileth  was  th  horsemanship  from  his  ear- 
liest youth,  the  sp^diest  horse  h&  had  ever  mount- 
ed was  a  tort<Hse  in  comparison  to  those  of  the 
Arabian  sage.  They  spumed  the  sand  from  behind 
them — they  seemed  to  devour  the  desert  before 
them — miles  flew  «way  with' minutes,  and  yet  their 
strength  seemed  unalNited,  and  their  respiration  at 
free  as  when  they  first  started  upon  the  wonderful 
race.  The  .motion,  too,  at  easy  as  it  was  swift, 
teemed  more  like  flying  through  the  air  than  riding 
on  the  earthy  and  was  attended  with  lio  unpleasant 
lensationv  sa^e  the  awo  naturally  felt  by  one  who 
18  moviog  at  such  •astonishing  speed,  and  the  diffi- 
culty of :  breathing  occasioned  by  their  passing 
through  the  air  so  rapidly. 

It  was  ruot  until  after  an  hour  of  this  portentous 
motion,  and  when  all  human  pursuit  was  £ur,  far 
behind,  that  the  Hakim  at  leng^  ri^axed  his  speed, 
and,  slackening  the  pave  of  the  horses  into  a  hand 
g;allop,  began,  in  awotce  as  composed  and  even  as 
if  he  had  been  walking  for  the  last  hour,  a  descant 
upon  the  ^ccellence  of  his  oomrsers  to  the  Scot,  who, 
breathloBS,  half  blind,  half  deaf,  and  altogether  gid- 
dy, from  the  rapidity  of  diis  singidar  ride,  hardly 
comprehended*  the  words  which  flowed  so  firedy 
from  his  Gon^anioiu 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SOS  TALES  OF  THE  rRUSADERS. 

**  These  hones,"  he  said, «  are  of  the  breed  called 
the  Winged,  equal  in  speed  to  aught  excepting 
the  Borak  of  the  prophet.  They  are  fed  on  the 
golden  barley  of  Yemen,  mixed  with  ibices,  and 
with  a  snmll  portion  of  dried  sheep's  flesh.  Kings 
have  giren  provinces  to  possess  them,  and  their 
age  is  active  as  their  yonth.  Thou,  Nasarene,  art 
the  first,  save  a  trae  believer,  that  ever  had  beneath 
his  loins  one  of  this  noble  race,  a  gift  of  the  pro- 
phet himself  to  the  blessed  Ali,  Ids  kinsman  and 
lieutenant,  well  called  the  Lion  of  God.  Time 
la3rs  his  touch  so  lightly  on  these  generous  steeds, 
that  the  mare  on  which  thou  now  sittest  has  seen 
five  times  ^ve  years  pass  over  her,  yet  retains  her 
pristine  speed  and  vigour,  only  that  in  the  career 
the  suf^rt  of  a  bridle,  managed  by  a  hand  more 
experienced  than  thine,  hath  now  become  neces- 
sary. May  the  prophet  be  blessed,  who  hath  be- 
stowed en  the  true  believers  the  means  of  advance 
and  retreat,  which  canseth  their  iron-dothed  ene- 
mies to  be  worn  out  with  their  own  ponderous 
weight  I  How  the  horses  of  yonder  dog  Templars 
must  have  snorted  and  blown,  when  they  had  toiled 
fetlock-deep  in  the  desert  for  one-twentieth  part 
of  the  space  which  these  brave  steeds  have  left 
behind  them,  without  one  thick  pant,  or  a  drop  of 
moisture  upon  their  sleek  and  velvet  coats  !" 

The  Scottish  knight,  who  had  now  began  to 
recover  his  breath  and  powers  of  attention,  could 
not  help  acknowledging  in  his  heart  the  advantage 
possessed  by  these  Eastern  warriors  in  a  race  of 
animals,  alike  proper  for  advance  or  retreat,  asd 
so  admirably  adapted  to  the  level  and  sandy  de« 
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•erts  of  Arabia  and  Syria.  Biit  fae  did  not  dioose 
to  angmmiti  the  pride  of  the  Moslem  by  acqaieseiog. 
in  his  proad  obim  of  sn^riority,  and  therefore  suf- 
fered ^e  conTersatictn  to  drop,  and,  looking  around 
him,  could  now,  at  the  more  moderate  pace  at  which 
they  moved,  distinguish  that  be  was  in  a  country 
net  uAknown  to  him. ,      . . 

The  blighted  borders,' and  sullen  waters  of  the 
Dead  Soa^  the  ragged  and  precipitous  chain,  of 
OKNiiftains  arising  on  the  left,  the  two  or  three 
palBM  clustered  together,  forming  the  single  green 
q>edk'  on  the  bosom  of  the  waste  wilderness,-— 
objects  which,  once  seen,  were  scarcely  to  be  for- 
gotten,— showed  to  Sir  Kenneth  that  they  were 
approaching  the  fountain  called  the  Diamond  of 
the  Desert,  which  had  been  the  scene  of  his  inter- 
view on  a  formal;  occasion ; with  the  Saracen  Emir 
Sheerkohf,  or  Ilderim.  In  a  few  minutes  they 
eheciked  their  horses  beside  the  spring,  and  the 
Hakim  invited  Sir  Kenneth  to  descend  from  horse- 
back, and  repose  himself  as  in  a  place  of  safety. 
They  unbridled  their  steeds,  El  Hakim  observing 
that  farther  care  of  them  was  unnecessary,  since 
they  would  be  speedily  jomed  by  some  of  the  best- 
mounted  amoiig  his  slaves^  who  would  do  what 
fiurUier  was  needful. 

**  Meantime,"  he  said,  spreading  some  food  on 
the  grass,  **  eat  and  drink,  and  be  not  discouraged. 
Fortune  may  raise  up  or  abuse  the  ordinary  mor- 
M^,  but  the  sage  and  the  soldier  should  have  minds 
beyond  her  control.*' 

The  Scottish  knight  endeavoured  to  testify  his 
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thmnki  by  thowing  himielf  docile ;  but  thougfa  h« 
strove  to  eat  out  of  complaisanoe,  the  mgidar  con- 
trast between  his  present  situation,  and  that  which 
he  had  occupied  on  the  same  ^ot,  when  the  envoy 
of  princes^  and  the  victor  in  conibat»  came  like  a 
cloud  .over  his  mind,  and  fasting,  lassitude,  and 
fatigue,  oppressed  his  bodily  powers.  El  Hakim 
exammed  his  hurried  puke^  his  red  and  inflamed 
eye,  his  heated  hand,  and  his  shortened  respiration. 

«  The  mind,"  he  said,  <<  grows  wise  by  watching, 
but  her  sister  the  body,  of  coarser  materials,  needs 
the  support  of  repose.  Thou  must  sle^ ;  and  that 
thou  may'st  do  so  to  refreshment,  thou  must  tske 
a  draught  mingled  with  this  elixir.*' 

He  drew  from  his  bosom  a  small  crystal  vial, 
cased  in  silver  filigree-work,  and  dropped  into  a 
little  golden  drinking-cup  a  small  p<ntion  of  a  dark- 
coloured  fluid. 

**  This,'*  he  said,  <<  is  one  of  those  productionft 
which  Allah  hath  sent  on  earth  for  a  blessing, 
though  man's  weakness  and  wickedness  have  some- 
times converted  it  into  a  curse.  It  is  powerfbl  ai 
the  wine-cup  of  the  Naaarene  to  drop  the  cortab 
on  the  sleepless  eye,  and  to  relieve  the  burden  of 
the  overloaded  bosom ;  but  when  applied  to  the 
purposes  of  indulgence  and  debauchery,  it  rends 
the  nerves,  destroys  the  strength,  weakens  the 
intellect,  and  undermines  life.  But  fear  not  thon 
to  use  its  virtues  in  the  time  of  need,  for  the  wise 
man  warms  him  by  the  same  firebrand  with  whicb 
the  madman  bumeth  the  tent."* 

*  Some  preparation  of  opium  cm^jim  to  be  intimated. 
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.  «*  (  have  seen  too  mudi  of  thy  skill/  sage  Ha- 
kim/*  said  Sir  Kenneth,  <<  to  debate  thine  hest  ;*' 
and  swallowed  the  narootic,  mingled  as  it  was  with 
some  water  from  the  spring,  then  wrapped  him  in 
the  haik,  or  Arab  doak,  which  had  been  fastened 
to  his  saddle-pommel,  and,  according  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  physician,  stretched  himself  at  ease  in 
the  shade  to  await  the  promised  repose.  Sleep 
came  not  at  first,  bat  in  her  stead  a  train  of  ple'a- 
sing  yet  not  rousing  or  awakening  sensations.  A 
state  ensued,  in  which,  still  conscious  of  his  own 
identity  and  his  own  condition,  the  knight  felt  en- 
abled to  consider  them  not  only  without  alarm  and 
sorrow,  but  as  composedly  as  he  might  have  viewed 
the  story  of  his  misfortunes  acted  upon  a  stage, 
or  rather  as  a  disembodied  spirit  might  regard  the 
transactions  of  its  past  existence.  From  this  state 
of  repose,  amounting  almost  to  apathy  respecting 
the  past,  his  thoughts  were  carried  forward  to  the 
future,  which,  in  spite  of  all  that  existed  to  over- 
cloud the  prospect,  glittered  with  such  hues,  as 
under  much  happier  auspices  his  unstimulated  ima- 
gination had  not  been  able  to  produce,  even  in  its 
roost  exalted  state.  Liberty,  fame,  successful  love, 
appeared  to  be  the  certain,  and  not  very  distant 
prospect,  of  the  enslaved  exile,  the  dishonoured 
knight,  even  of  the  despairing  lover,  who  had  placed 
his  hopes  of  happiness  so  far  beyond  the  prospect 
of  chance,  in  her  wildest  po^ibilities,  serving  to 
countenance  his  wishes.  Gradually  as  the  intel- 
lectual sight  became  overclouded,  these  gay  visions 
became  obscure,  Uke  the  dying  hues  of  sunset,  until 
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they  were  at  last  lost  in  total  oblivion ;  and  Sir 
Kenneth  lay  extended  at  the  feet  of  El  Hakim,  to 
all  appearance,  but  for  his  deep  respiration,  as 
inaoioiate  a  corpse,  as  if  life  had  actually  departaii 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 

MH  then  wild  aooies  Enchantment  wnvet  her  band. 
To  change  the  fiioe  of  the  mytteriou^  laqd ; 
TiO  the  bewildering  eoenee  around  ua  leem 
The  Tain  productions  of  a  feroish  dream. 

AttotpkOf «  Rdmance, 
*    i'    >*    ■  *'•'.' 

W^KN  die.  Jjiigfat  of  tlie  Leopard  awoke  from 
bis  }<mig  nod  profound  repos^  he  ibutid  himself 
in  ciirqwnstaneeA.so  different  from  those  in  which 
he  had  J»in  down  to  sleep^.thal  he  donhted  whe- 
ther he  .wasr.not  still  dreaming,  or  whether  the 
scene  hud  not  been  changed  bj  magic  Instead  of 
the  damp  grassy  he  lay-  on  a  oonch  of  more  than 
Oriental Inxwrf* and  somd  kindhaiids had,  daring 
Ilia  r^pose^  stcqpped  him  of  the  cassock  of  chamois 
which  he  wooe.  under  his  armonr,' and  sabstitnted  a 
night  dfesn  of  the 'finest  linen,  and  a  loose  gown  of 
8il|c.  He  :had  been  canopied  ^mXj  by  the  palm-trees 
pf  t)^  desert,  but  now  he  lay  beneadi  a  silken 
payilioQ»  which  blaied  with  the  richeiBt  cokmrs  of 
the  ChiAese  loom,  while  a  slight  coitainof  gaiize, 
displayed  aronnd  his  conch,  was  calculated  to  pro« 
tec(.|4»  repose  ^m  the  insects,  towhidi  he  had, 
erer  jnnoe  his  arrival  in  these  climates,  been  a  con- 
stant and  passive  prey*  He  looked  aronnd,  as  if  to 
eonyince  himself  that  he  was  actually  awake,  and 
all  that  fell  beneath  his  eye  partook  of  the  splen« 
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door  of  his  dormitory.  A  portable  bath  of  cedar, 
lined  with  silver,  was  ready  for  use,  and  steamed 
with  the  odoars  which  had  been  used  in  preparing 
it.  On  a  small  stand  of  ebony  beside  the  cooch, 
stood  a  silver  vase,  containing  sherbet  of  the  most 
exquisite  quality,  cold  as  snow,  and  which  the  thirst 
that  followed  the  use  of  the  strong  narcotic  ren- 
dered peculiarly  delicious.  Still  farther  to  dispel 
the  dregs  of  intoxication  which  it  had  left  behind, 
the  knight  resolved  to  use  the  bath,  and  experi- 
enced in  doing  so  a  delightful  refreshment.  Having 
dried  himself  with  napkins  of  the  Indian  wool,  he 
would  willingly  have  resumed  his  own  coarse  gar- 
ments, that  he  might  go  forth  to  see  wheth^  the 
world  was  as  much  changed  without  as  within  the 
place  of  his  repose.  These,  however,  were  nowhere 
to  be  seen,  but  in  their  place  he  found  a  Saraoea 
dress  of  rich  materials,  with  sabre  and  poniard,  and 
all  befitting  an  emir  of  distinction.  He  was  able 
to  suggest  no  motive  to  himself  for  this  exuberance 
of  care,  excepting  a  suspicion  that  these  attentions 
were  intended  to  shake  him  in  his  religious  pro- 
fession ;  as  indeed  it  was  well  known  that  the  high 
esteem  of  the  European  knowledge  and  oourage* 
made  the  Soldan  unbounded  in  his  gifts  to  those, 
who,  having  become  his  prisoners,  had  been  induced 
to  take  the  turban.  Sir  Kenneth,  therefwe,  crossing 
himself  devoutly,  resolved  to  set  all  such  snares  at 
defiance  ;  and  that  he  might  do  so  the  more  firmly, 
conscientiously  determined  to  avail  himself  as  mo- 
derately as  possible  of  the  attentions  and  Inxsrieft 
thus  liberally  heaped  upon  hinu  Still,  however,  he 
felt  his  head  oppressed  and  sleepy,  and  aware>  tot^ 
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that  hk  andreM  wag  not  fit  for  appearing  abroad, 
he  reclined  upon  the  coach,  and  was  again  locked  in 
the  arms  of  slumber. 

Bat  this  time  his  rest  was  not  nnbroken ;  for 
he  was  awakened  by  the  voice  of  the  physician  at 
the  door  of  the  tent,  enqairing  after  his  health,  and 
whether  he  had  rested  sufficiently. — <<  May  I  enter 
yoar  tent  ?'*  he  concluded,  **  for  the  curtain  is  drawn 
before  the  entrance." 

<<  The  master,"  replied  Sir  Kenneth,  determined 
to  show  that  he  was  not  surprised  into  fbrgetfulness 
of  his  own  condition,  **  need  demand  no  permission 
to  enter  the  tent  of  the  slare.'* 

**  But  if  I  come  not  as  a  master  ?**  said  El  Hakim, 
still  without  entering. 

^<  The  physician,"  answered  the  knight,  **  hath 
free  access  to  the  bedside  of  his  patient." 

<<  Neither  come  I  now  as  a  physician,"  replied 
El  Hakim ;  <<  and  therefore  I  still  request  permis- 
sion, ere  I  come  under  the  covering  of  thy  tent." 

<<  Whoever  comes  as  a  friend,"  said  Sir  Kenneth, 
**  and  such  thou  hast  hitherto  shown  thyself  to  me, 
the  habitation  of  the  friend  is  ever  open  to  him." 

"  Yet  once  again,"  said  the  Eastern  sage,  after 
the  periphrastical  manner  of  his  countrymen,  <<  sup« 
posing  that  I  come  not  as  a  friend  ?" 

**  Come  as  thou  wilt,"  said  the  Scottish  knight, 
^somewhat  impatient  of  this  circumlocution, — <<  be 
what  thou  wilt — ^thou  knowest  well  it  h  neither 
in  my  power  nor  my  inclination  to  refuse  thee  en- 
trance." 

<<  I  come,  then,"  said  El  Hakim,  **  as  your  an- 
cient  foe  ;  but  a  fair  and  a  geiMrous  one." 
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He  entered  as  he  spoke;  and  when  he  sUnmI 
before  tbe  bedside  of  Sir  Kenneth,  the  vmce  con- 
tinued to  be  that  of  Adonbec  the  Arabian  physician, 
but  the  forni)  dress,  and  features,  were  those  of 
Ilderim  of  Kurdistan,  called  Sheerkohf.  Sir  Ken- 
neth rgazed  upon  him,^  as  if  he  expected  the  vision  to 
depart,  like  something  ^nreated  by  his  imaginatioD. 

<*  Doth:  it  so  surprise  thee,"  said  Ilderim,  '*  and 
thou  an  approved  warrior,  to  see  that  a  soldier 
knows  somewhat  of  the  art  of  healing  ?-r-I  say  to 
thee,  Nazarene,  that  an  accomplished  caralier  should 
know  how  to  dress  his  steed  as  well  as  how  to  ride 
him ;  how  to  forge  his  sword  jupon  the  stithy,  as 
well  as  hour  to  tee  it  in. battle; how  ixi  burnish  his 
arms,  as  well  as  how  to  wear  them;  and,  above  all, 
.how  to  oujps  wounds  as  wc^  as  how  to  inflict  them." 

As  he  spoke,  the  Christifetn  knight  r^eatedly 
shut  Jiis  eyesy  and  while  they  remained  closed,  the 
idea  of  th»^  Hakim,  with  his  long  flowing  dark 
rdhes,  high  Tartar  cap,.and  gr^egestnreis,  was  pre- 
sent to  his  imagination;  but  so  soon  .as  he  opened 
them,  the  graoeful  and  richly^mmed  tlirbali,  the 
light  hauberk  of  steel  rings  estwisted  with  silver, 
which  glanced  brilliantly  as  H  obeyed  every^jnflee- 
tion  oi  the  body,. the  features  freed  from  th^  for 
mal  expression,  less  swarthy^;  and  n6  longer  sha- 
dowed by  the  mass  of  hair  (now  limked  to  a  well- 
trinuned  beard),  sannenncedi  the  soldier  and  not  tks 


<<  Art  thou  .still  so.  much  surprised,"  said  the 
Emir,  *<  and  hast  thou  walked  in  the  wofid  with 
such  little  obsen»moe«  as  to  wonder  that  men  are 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TALE  II.      THE  TALISMAN.  87t 

not  aHrays  what  they  seem  ? — Thoa  thyself — ait 
tboa  ^hat  thou  «eemest  ?•■ 

**  JNo,  by  Saint^ Andrew  I"  exclaimed  the  knight ; 
<*  iorfU>  the  \diole  Christian  eamp  I  geem  a  traitor, 
and  I  knol¥  myself  to  be  a  trbe,  though  an  erring 
num." 

<<  Even  80  I  judged  thee/'  said  Dderim,  <<  and  as 
WW  had  eaten  salt  together,  I  deemkl  myself  bound 
to  reseue  thee  from  dealli  and  contumely. — But 
wb^efimre  lie  you  stili  on  your  couch,  since  the  sun 
-is  high  in  the  heayens  ?  or  are  the  Tedtments  which 
my  sumpter-^camels  have  afforded  unworthy  of  your 
wearing?** 

"  Not  unworthy,  surely,  but  unfitting  for  it," 
replied  the  Scot ;  ^  giVe  me  the  dre^s  of  a  slave, 
noble  llderim,  and  I  will  ddn  it  with  pleasure ;  but 
I  cannot  brook  to  wear  the  habit  of  the  fi*ee  Eias^ern 
warrior;  with  the  turban  of  the  Moslefifft." 

«  Naaareiie,'?  answered  the  Emir,  "  thy  nation 
so  easily  ^ntertam^ suspicion,  that  it  miiy  well  ren- 
der themselves  suspected.  Have  I  not  told  thee 
that  Saladin  desires  no  converts  savinj^  those  whom 
the  holy  fnTophet  shall  dispose  to  subihit  themselves 
to  his  law?  violence  and  bribery  are  alike  alien  to 
his  i^au  for  extending  the  true  faith.  Hearken  to 
me,,  my  brother.  When  the  blind  mari  was  mira- 
culouj^y  restored  to  sight,  the  scales  dropped  from 
his  ey^  at  the  Divine  pleasui^e— ^thihk*st  thou  that 
any  earthly,  leedl  could  have  removed  them  ?  No. 
Such  mediciner  might  have  tormented  the  patient 
with  his  instruments,  or  perhaps  soothed  him  with 
his  balsams  and  cordials,  but  dark  as  he  was  must 
the  darkened  toan  have  remained ;  aud  it  is  even 
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SO  with  the  blindness  of  the  understanding.  If 
there  be  those  among  the  Franks,  whOf  for  the  sake 
of  worldly  lacre,  have  assumed  tlw  tnrban  of  the 
prophet,  and  followed  the  lawv  of  Islam,  with  their 
own  consciences  be  the  blame.  Themselres  sought 
out  the  bait-^it  was  not  Aung  to  them  by  the  Sol- 
dan.  And  when  tb^y  shall  hereafter  be  sentenced, 
as  hypocrites,  to  the  lowest  gulf  of  hell,  below 
Christian  and  Jew,  magician  and  idolater,  and  con- 
demned  to  eat  the  fruit  of  the  tree  Yacoun,  which 
h  the  heads  of  demons — to  themselves,  not  to  the 
Soldan,  shall  their  g^ilt  and  their  punishment  be 
attributed.  Wherefore  wear,  without  doubt  or 
scruple,  the  vesture  prepared  for  you,  since,  if  you 
proceed  to  the  camp  of  Saladin,  your  own  native 
dress  will  expose  you  to  troublesome  observation, 
and  perhaps  to  insult." 

**  J^  I  go  to  the  camp  of  Sabdin  ?"  said  Sir 
Kenneth,  repeating  the  words  of  the  Emir;  <<  Alas! 
am  I  a  free  agent,  and  rather  must  I  not  go  wher- 
ever your  pleasure  carries  me  ?'* 

<^  Thine  own  will  may  g^ide  thine  own  motions,** 
said  the  Emir,  <<  as  fi^ly  as  the  wind  which  mti- 
veth  the  dust  of  the  desert  in  what  direction  it 
chooseth.  The  noble  enemy  who  met,  and  wellnig^ 
mastered  my  sword,  cannot  become  my  slave  like 
him  who  has  crouched  beneath  it.  If  wealth  and 
power  would  tempt  thee  to  join  our  people,  I  could 
ensure  thy  possessing  them ;  but  the  man  who  re- 
fused the  favours  of  the  Soldan,  when  the  axe  was 
at  his  head,  will  not,  I  fear,  now  accept  them,  wtien 
I  tell  him  he  has  his  free  choice.*' 

**  Complete  your  generosity,  noUe  Emir,"  said 
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Sir  Kenneth,  <<  by  forbearing  to  show  me  a  node 
of  reqnita],  which  conscience  forbids  me  to  eompl  j 
with.  Permit  me  rather  to  express,  as  bound  in 
courtesy,  my  gratitude  for  this  most  chiTaliooe 
bounty,  this  undeserved  generosity." 

«  Say  not  undesenred,"  relied  the  Emir  Dde- 
rim ;  <<  was  it  not  through  diy  conyersation,  a^d 
thy  account  of  the  beauties  which  grace  the  court 
of  the  Melech  Ric,  that  I  ventured  me  thither  in 
disguise,  and  thereby  procured  a  sight  the  most 
blessed  that  I  have  ever  enjoyed— that  I  ever  shall 
enjoy,  until  the  glories  of  Paradise  beam  on  my 
eyes?" 

<<  I  understand  you  not,"  Mud  Sir  Kenneth,  co- 
louring alternately,  and  turning  pale,  as  one  who 
felt  that  the  conversation  was  taking  a  tone  of  the 
most  painful  delicacy. 

**  Not  understand  me  I"  exclaimed  the  Enir. 
'<  If  the  sight  I  saw  in  the  tent  of  Kii^  Richard 
escaped  thine  observation,  I  will  aeeonnt  it  duller 
than  the  edge  of  a  bufiboa'a  wooden  Mchion.  True, 
thou  wert  under  aenteace  of  death  at  the  time ;  but, 
in  mj  case,  had  my  head  been  dropping  from  the 
trunk,  the  last  strained  glances  of  my  eyeballs  had 
distingubhed  with  delight  such  a  vision  of  loveli* 
ness,  and  the  head  would  have  rolled  itself  towards 
the  incomparable  honris,  to  kiss  with  its  quivering 
lips  the  hem  of  their  vestments. — Yonder  royalty 
of  Ekigland,  who  for  her  superior  loveliness  deserves 
to  be  Queen  of  the  universe— -what  tenderness  in 
her  blue  eye— what  lustre  in  her  tresses  of  dishe- 
velled gold  I — By  the  tomb  of  the  prophet,  I  scarce 
think  that  the  honri  who  shall  present  to  me  the 
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<£naDBd cap  (^immortality,  will  deserve  so  warm 
a.  caress!" 

:•  fS*  Sacacen,'?  8aid<  Sir  Kennedi,  sternly;  '^thou 
speakest  of  the  wife  of  Richard  of  Eu^and,  of 
whom  men  thiidc  not  and  speak  not  as  a  woman  to 
be  woDj  but  as  a  Q^een'to  be  rerered." 
• ,  u  J  (aryyoumeroy^^  siaid  the  Saracen.  "I  had 
feirgetten  your  superstitioHS  yeheratibn  for  the  sex, 
wUeh  yo«  oeasider  rather  fit  to  bewonderM  at  and 
worshipped,  than  wooed  and  possessed.  I  warrant. 
^inee  jfchoaiezaotest  such  profennd  respect  to  yon- 
der Jtender  piece  of  frailty,  whose  every  motion, 
step,  and  look,  bespeaks  her  very  woman,  less  than 
aWqlUtOi  adoration  mnst  not  be  gelded  to  her  of 
the  dark  tresses>  and  nobly  speaking  eye.  She, 
indeed,  I  will  allow,  hath  in  her  noble  port  and 
majestic  mien  something  at  once  pure  and  firm — 
yet  even. she,  when  pressed  by  opportunity  Imd  a 
forwand  lover,  would,' I  warrant  thee^  thlmk  hiin  u 
her  hearty  xather  for  treating  her  as  a  mortal  than 
as  a  goddess." 

''  Re^>ect  the  kinswoman  of  Cceur  de  Lion  T 
said  Sir  Kenneth,  in  a  tone  of  unrepressed  anger. 

"  Respect  her  !**  answered  the  Emir,  in  scorn— 
'*  by  the  Caaba,^andif  I  do,  it  diall  be  radier  as  the 
bride  of  Saladin." 

'<  The  infidel  Soldan  is  unworthy  to  salute  even 
a  spot  that  has  been  pressed  by  the  foot  of  Edith 
Plantagenet !"  exclaimed  the  Christian,  springmg 
from  his  couch. 

*^  Ha !  what  said  the  Giaour  ?'  exclaimed*  the 
Emir,  laying  his  hand  on  his  poniard  hilt,  while 
his  forehead  glowed  like  glandng  oc^er,  and  the 
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roosdes  of  his  lips  and  isheda  wroogbt  till  each 
curl  of  his  hieard  seemed  to  twiat  and  screw  itself,  as 
if  alive  with  instinctiye  wratb*  Bnt  the  Scottish 
knight,  who  had  stood  the  lion-anger  of  Richard^ 
was  nnappalled  at  the  tigerrlike  m€k>d  of  the  chafed 
Saracen. 

"  What  I  have  said,*'  o<Hitinued .  Sir  Kenneth, 
with  ^folded  arms  and  dauBtiless.  look,.'  ^  I:  would, 
were  my  hands  loosOy  maintain  on  foot  jot  kcnrseback 
against  all  mortals ;  and  would  bold  it  not  the  most 
memorable  deed  of  my  life  to  support  k  with  my 
good  broadsword  against  a  score  of  these  sicikles 
and  bodkins,"  pointing  at  the  curved  sabve'  and 
small  poniard  of  the  Eknin 
,  The  Saracen  recovered  his  composure  aa  the 
Christian  spoke,  so  far  as  to  withdraw  his  hand  from 
his.  weapon,  as  if  the  motion  had  been  without 
meaning ;  but  still  continued  in  de^  ire* 

^  By  the  sword  of  the  prophet,"  he  said,  <<  which 
Is  the  key  both  of  Heaven  and  Hell,  be  little  values 
his  own  life,  brotWf  who  paea  the  language  thou 
dost  I  Believe  me,  that  were  thine  hands  loose,  as 
thou  term*st  it,  one  single  true  believer  would  find 
^em  so  much  to  do,  that  thou  wouldst  soon  wish 
them  fettered  again  in  manacles  of  iron*" 

*f  Sooner. wquld  J  wish  them  hewn  o£F  by  the 
shoulder-blades  I"  replied  Sir  Kenneth. 

*<  WeU.  Thy  hands  are  bound  at  present,"  said 
the  Saracen,  in  a  ipore  amicable  tone^  **  bound  by 
thine  own  gentle  sense  of  courtesy,  m>r  have  I  any 
present  purpose  of  setting  them  at  liberty.  We 
have  proved  each  .other's  strength  and  oourage  ere 
now,  and  we  may  again  meet  in  a  fair  field ; — and 
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shame  be&U  him  who  shall  be  the  first  to  part  from 
his  foeman  !  But  now  we  are  friends,  and  I  look 
for  aid  from  thee,  rather  than  hard  terms  or  de- 
fiances.'* 

<<  We  aire  friends,'*  repeated  the  knight ;  and 
there  was  a  panse,  daring  which  the  fiery  Saracen 
paced  the  tent,  like  the  lion,  who,  after  violent  irri- 
tation, is  sud  to  take  that  method  of  cooling  tbt 
distemperature  of  his  blood,  ere  he  stretches  him- 
self to  repose  in  his  den.  The  colder  Boropean 
renuuned  unaltered  in  posture  and  aspect ;  yet  he, 
donbdess,  was  also  engaged  in  subduing  the  angry 
feelings  which  had  been  so  unexpectedly  awakened 

*<  Let  us  reason  of  this  calmly,"  sidd  the  Sara- 
cen ;  ^<  1  am  a  physician,  as  thou  know'st,  and  it  is 
writtmi,  that  he  who  would  have  his  wound  cured, 
must  not  shrink  when  the  leech  probes  and  tents  it. 
Seest  thou,  I  am  about  to  lay  my  finger  on  the  sore. 
Thou  loTest  this  kinswoman  of  the  Melech  Ric — 
Unfold  the  veil  that  shrouds  Ithy  thoughts — or  nn- 
fold  it  not  if  thou  wilt,  for  mine  eyes  see  through 
its  coverings." 

<<  I  loceA  her,"  answered  Sir  Kenneth,  after  a 
pause,  '^as  a  man  loves  Heaven's  g^race,  and  sued 
for  her  favour  like  a  sinner  for  Heaven's  pardon." 

<<  And  you  love  her  no  longer?"  said  the  Sa- 
racen. 

<<  Alas,"  answered  Sir  Kenneth,  <<  I  am  no  longer 
worthy  to  love  her. — I  prithee  cease  this  discourse 
—thy  words  are  poniards  to  me." 

"  Pardon  me  but  a  moment,"  continued  Ilderim. 
**  When  thou,  a  poor  and  obscure  soldier,  didst  so 
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boldly  and  so  highly  fix  thine  affection,  tdl  me, 
badst  thoa  good  hope  of  its  issue  ?" 

«  Love  exists  not  without  hope,"  replied  the 
knight ;  **  but  mine  was  as  nearly  allied  to  despair, 
as  that  of  the  sailor  swimming  for  his  life,  who,  as 
he  surmounts  billow  afiter  billow,  catches  by  inter-^ 
yals  some  gleam  of  the  distant  beacon,  which  shows 
him  there  is  land  in  sight,  though  his  sinking  heart 
and  wearied  limbs  assure  him  that  he  shall  never 
reach  it.*' 

<<  And  now,"  said  Ilderim,  **  these  hopes  are  sunk 
— that  solitary  light  is  quenched  for  ever?*' 

<<  For  ever,"  answered  Sir  Kenneth,  in  the  tone 
of  an  echo  from  the  bosom  of  a  ruined  sepulchre. 

**  Methinks,"  said  the  Saracen,  <<  if  all  thou  lack- 
est  were  some  such  distant  meteoric  glimpse  of 
happiness  as  thou  hadst  fonnerly,  thy  beacon-light 
might  be  rekindled,  thy  hope  fished  up  from  the 
ocean  in  which  it  has  sunk,  and  thou  thyself,  good 
knight,  restored  to  the  exercise  and  amusement  of 
nourishing  thy  fantastic  fashion  upon  a  diet  as  un- 
substantial as  moonlight ;  for,  if  thou  stoodst  to- 
morrow fair  in  reputation  as  ever  thou  wert,  she 
whom  thou  lovest  will  not  be  less  the  daughter  of 
princes,  and  ihe  elected  bride  of  Saladin." 

<<  1  would  it  so  stood,"  said  the  Scot,  *<  and  if  1 
did  not" 

He  stopt  short,  like  a  man  who  is  afraid  of  boast- 
ing, under  circumstances  which  did  not  permit  his 
being  put  to  the  test.  The  Saracen  smiled  as  he 
concluded  the  sentence. 

*^  Thou  wouldst  challenge  the  Soldan  to  single 
combat?"  siddhe. 
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«  And  if  I  did,"  said  Sir  Kenneth,  hsnghtilr; 
**  Saladin's  would  neither  be  the  first  nor  the  best 
torban  that  I  have  coached  lance  at.** 

**  Ay,  bat  methioks  the  Soldan  might  regard  it 
as  too  nneqoal  a.  mode  of  periling  the  chance  of  a 
royal  bride,  and  the  event  of  a  great  war,'*  said  the 
Emir. 

«  He  may  be  met  with  in  the  front  of  battle,** 
said  the  knight,  his  eyes  gleaming  -with  the  ideas 
which  sach  a  thonght  inspired* 

<<  He  has  been  ever  fband  ther^**  said  Ilderim ; 
<<  nor  is  it  his  wont  to  tarn  his  horse's  head  firenr 
any  brave  encounter.— -Bat  it  was  not  of  the  Soldaa 
that  I  meant  to  speak*  In  a  wordy  if  it  will  con- 
tent thee  to  be  placed  in. sach  reputation  as  may 
be  attained  by  detection  of  the  thief  who  st<de  the 
Banner  of  England,  I  can  pot  thee  in  a  hk  way 
of  achieving  this  tadc — ^that  is,^  if  tfaos  wUt  be  go^ 
remed ;  for  what  says  Lokmaa»^  If  the  diild  would 
walk,  the  nurse. must  lead  Um^^-if  the  ignorant 
would  understand,  the  wise  most  instruct." 

<*  And  thou  art  wise,  Ilderim,"  said  the  Soet, 
<<  wise  though  a  Saracen,  and  generous  though  an 
infidel.  I  have  witnessed  that  thoa  art  both.  Tahei 
then,  the  guidance  of  this  matter;  and  so  thoa 
ask  nothing  of  me  contrary  to  my  loyalty  and  my 
Christian  faith,  I  will  obey  thee  punetuallyv  Do 
what  thoi;  hast  said,  and  take  my  life  when  it  is 
accomplished."  .      .        .     :  ' 

**  Listen  thou  to  me,,  then,"  said  the  Saracen* 
"  Thy  noble  hound  is  now  recovered,  by  the  bless- 
ij(ig  of  that  divine  medicine  which  healeUi  man  and 
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beast,  and  by  his  sagacity  shall  those  who  assailed 
him  be  discovered.** 

"  Ha !"  said  the  knight, — "  methinks  I  com- 
prehend thee — I  was  dall  not  to  think  of  this  I'' — 

<<  But  tell  me,"  added  the  Emir,  «  hast  thou  any 
foUowers  or  retainers  in  the  camp,  by  whom  the 
animal  may  be  known  ?" 

"  I  dismissed,"  said  Sir  Kenneth,  **  my  old  at- 
tendant, thy  patient,  with  a  varlet  that  waited  on 
bim,  at  the  time  when  I  expected  to  suffer  death, 
giving  him  letters  for  my  friends  in  Scotland — 
there  are  none  other  to  whom  the  dog  is  familiar. 
But  then  my  own  person  is  well  known — ^my  very 
speech  will  betray  me,  in  a  camp  where  I  have 
played  no  mean  part  for  many  months." 

<<  Both  he  and  thou  shall  be  disguised,  so  as  to 
escape  even  close  examination. — I  tell  thee,"  said 
the  Saracen,  "  that  not  thy  brother  in  arms — not 
thy  brother  in  blood — shall  discover  thee,  if  thou 
be  guided  by  my  counsels.  Thou  hast  seen  me  do 
matters  more  difficult — he  that  can  call  the  dying 
from  the  darkness  of  the  shadow  of  death,  can  easily 
casft  a  mist  before  the  eyes  of  the  living.  But  mark 
me — ^tbere  is  still  the  condition  annexed  to  this 
service,  that  thou  deliver  a  letter  of  Saladin  to  the 
niece  of  the  Melech  Ric,  whose  name  is  as  difficult 
to  onr  Eastern  tongue  and  lips,  as  her  beauty  is 
delightful  to  our  eyes." 

Sir  Kenneth  paused  before  he  answered,  and  the 
Saracen  observing  his  hesitation,  demanded  of  him, 
"  if  he  feared  to  undertake  this  message  ?" 

"  Not  if  there  were  death  in  the  execution,"  said 
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Sir  Kenneth ;  *<  I  do  biit  pause  to  consider  whether 
it  consists  with  my  honour  to  bear  the  letter  of  tite 
Soldan,  or  with  that  of  the  Lady  Bdith  te  leceire 
it  iron  a  heathen  prmceJ* 

<<  Bj  the  head  of  Mahommed,  and  by  the  honoar 
of  a  soldier — by  the  ton^  at  'Mecca,  and  by  the 
soul  of  my  father,"  said  the  Emir,  "  I  swear  to 
thee  that  the  letter  is  written  in  all  honoar  and 
respect.  The  song  of  the  nightingale  will  soener 
blight  the  rose*bower  she  lores,  than  will  the  words 
of  the  Soldaa  c^end  the  ears  of  the  lorely  kins- 
woman of  England." 

«  Then,"  said  the  knight,  <<  I  will  bear  the  SoU 
dan's  letter  faithfully,  as  if  I  were  his  bom  yassal; 
— understanding,  that  beyond  this  simple  act  ef 
sendee,  which  I  will  render  with  fidelity,  from  me 
of  all  men  he  can  least  expect  mediation  or  advies 
in  this  his  strange  love-^suit." 

<<  Saladin  is  noble,"  answered  the  Emir,  **  and  will 
not  spur  a  generous  horse  to  a  leap  which  he  can- 
not achieve. — Come  with  me  to  my  tent,"  he  added, 
•<  and  thou  shalt  be  presently  equipped  with  a  dis* 
guise  as  unsearchable  as  midnight ;  so  thou  may'st 
walk  the  camp  of  the  Nazarenes  as  if  thou  hadst  on 
thy  finger  the  signet  of  Giaougi."* 

*  Perliap9  the  same  with  Gy^ es 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 


■  A  grain  of  dust 


Soiling  our  cup,  will  make  our  sense  reject 
Fastidiously  the  draught  which  we  did  thirst  for  ; 
A  rusted  nail,  placed  near  the  faithful  compass, 
Will  sway  it  from  the  truth,  and  wreck  the  argosy. 
Even  this  small  cause  of  anger  and  disgust 
WiU  break  the  bonds  of  amity  *mongst  princes. 
And  wreck  their  noblest  purposes. 

'  '  The  Crusade. 

The  reader  can  now  have  little  doubt  who  the 
Ethiopian  slave  really  was,  with  what  purpose  he  , 
had  sought  Riohard'acamp,  and  wherefore  and  with 
what  hope  he  now  stood  close  to  the  person  of  that 
monarch,  as,  surrounded  by  his  valiant  peers  of  Eng- 
land and  Normandy,  Cceur  de  Lion  stood  on  the 
summit  of  ^ Saint  George's  Mount,  with  the  Banner 
of  England  by  his  side,  borne  by  the  most  goodly 
person  in  the  army,  being  his  own  natural  brother, 
William  with  the  Long  Sword,  Earl  of  Salisbury, 
theofPspring  of  Henry  the  Second's  amour  with  the 
celebrated  Rosamond  of  Woodstock. 

From  several  expressions  in  the  King's  conver- 
sation with  Neville  on  the  preceding  day,  the  Nu- 
bian was  left  in  anxious  doubt  whether  his  disguise 
had  not  been  penetrated,  especially  as  that  the  King 
seemed  to  be  aware  in  what  manner  the  agency  of 
the  dog  was  expected  to  discover  the  thief  who 
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8tole  tbe  banner,  although  the  circumstance  of  soeli 
an  animal's  having  been  wounded  on  the  occasion, 
had  been  scarce  mentioned  in  Richard's  presence. 
Nevertheless,  as  the  King  continued  to  treat  him 
in  no  other  manner  than  his  exterior  required,  the 
Nubian  remained  uncertain  whether  he  was  or  was 
not  discovered,  and  determined  not  to  throw  his 
disguise  aside  voluntarily. 

Meanwhile,  the  powei*s  of  the  various  Crusading 
princes,  arrayed  under  their  royal  and  princely 
leaders,  swept  in  long  order  around  the  base  of  the 
little  mound ;  and  as  those  of  each  di£Ferent  country 
passed  by,  their  commanders  advanced  a  step  or 
two  up  the  hill,  and  made  a  signal  of  courtesy  to 
Richard  and  to  the  Standard  of  England,  <<  in  sign 
of  regard  and  amity,"  as  the  protocol  of  the  cere- 
mony heedfuUy  expressed  it,  <<  not  of  subjection  or 
vassalage."  The  spiritual  dignitaries,  who  in  those 
days  veiled  not  their  bonnets  to  created  being,  be- 
stowed on  the  King  and  his  symbol  of  conHnand 
their  blessing  instead  of  rendering  obeisance. 

Thus  the  long  files  marched  on,  and,  dimmishod 
as  they  were  by  so  many  causes,  appeared  still  an 
iron  host,  to  whom  the  conquest  of  Palestine  might 
seem  an  easy  task.  The  soldiers,  inspired  by  tlie 
consciousness  of  united  strength,  sat  erect  in  their 
steel  saddles,  while  it  seemed  that  the  trumpets 
sounded  more  cheerfully  shrill,  and  the  steeds,  re- 
freshed by  rest  and  provender,  chafed  on  the  bit, 
and  trode  the  ground  more  proudly.  On  they  passed, 
troop  after  troop,  banners  waving,  spears  glandng) 
plumes  dancing,  in  long  perspective — a  host  con- 
posed  of  different  nations*  conq^lexionsy  langaag<ei» 
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s,  and  appearances,  but  all  fired,  for  the  time, 
willi  the  holy  yet  romantic  purpose  of  rescuing  the 
dtslressed  dau^ter  of  Zion  from  her  thraldom,  and 
redeeming  the  sa<»'ed  earth,  which  more  than  mor- 
tal had  trodden,  from  the  yoke  of  the  unbelieving 
Pagan.  And  it  must  be  owned,  that  if,  in  other 
circumstances,  the  species  of  courtesy  rendered  to 
the  King  of  England  by  so  many  warriors,  from 
whom  he  claimed  no  natural  allegiance,  had  in  it 
something  that  might  have  been  thought  humilia- 
ting, yet  tJie  nature  and  cause  of  the  war  was  so 
fitted  to  his  pre-eminently  chivalrous  character,  and 
renowned  feats  in  arms,  that  claims,  which  might 
elsewhere  have  been  urged,  were  there  forgotten  * 
and  the  brave  did  willing  homage  to  the  bravest, 
in  an  expedition  where  the  most  undaunted  and 
^lergetic  courage  was  necessary  to  success. 
'  The  good  King  was  seated  on  horseback  about 
half  way  up  the  Mount,  a  morion  on  his  head,  sur- 
mounted by  a  crown,  which  left  his  manly  features 
exposed  to  public  view,  as,  with  cool  and  considerate 
eye,  he  perused  each  rank  as  it  passed  him,  and 
retmned  the  salutation  of  the  leaders.  His  tunic 
was  of  sky-coloured  velvet,  covered  with  plates  of 
silver,  and  his  hose  of  crimson-silk,  slashed  with 
doth  of  gold.  By  his  side  stood  the  seeming  Ethi- 
opian slave,  holding  the  noble  dog  in  a  leash,  such 
as  was  used  in  wood-craft.  It  was  a  circumstance 
which  attracted  no  notice,  for  many  of  the  princes 
of  the  Crusade  had  introduced  black  slaves  into  their 
household,  in  imitation  of  the  barbarous  splendour 
•f  the  Saracens.  Over  the  King's  head  streamed 
liie  large  folds  of  the  banner,  and,  as  he  looked  to 
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it  from  time  to  tim6,  he  seemed  to  regard  a  eere» 
mony,  indifferent  to  himself  personally^  as  import- 
ant, when  considered  as  atoning  an  indignity •offcgred 
to  the  kingdom  which  he  rioled.  In  ihe  bac^i^and, 
and  on  the  very  summit  <jf£  the  Moutit,  a  wooden 
turret,  erected  for  the  ooeasion^  held  the  Qoeea 
Berengaria  and  the  principal  lacKes  of  the  eomt 
To  this  the  King  looked  from  time  to  time,  and 
then  ever  and  anon  his  eyes  were  turned  ob  the 
Nubian  and  the  dog,  but  <mly  when  such  lieaden 
approached,  as,  from  circiunstaiices  of  previous  ill- 
will,  he  suspected  of  beings  accessary  to  the  theft 
of  the  standard,  or  whom  he  judged  capable  of  a 
crime  so  mean.  .  .  ,    .   , 

Thus,  he  did  not  look  in  that  direction  when 
Philip  Augustus  of  France  i^proaohed  at  the  head 
of  his  splendid  troops  of  Gcdlic  ehiralry — ^nay,  he 
anticipated  the  motions  of  t^  French  King,  by 
descending  the  Mount  as  the  latter  <ssaae  i^  'the 
ascent,  so  that  they  met  in  the  middle  ispiwse,'and 
blended  their  greetings  so  gracefidly,  that  tt-a{^^ear- 
ed  they  met  in  fraternal  equality.  The  sight  of  the 
tw,o  greatest  princes  in  Europe,  in  rank  at  once 
and  power,  thus  publicly  avowing  their  concord, 
called  forth  bursts  of  thundering  acclaim  from  the 
Crusading  host  at  many  miles'  distance,  and  made 
the  roving  Arab  scouts  ^f  the  desert  idarm  the 
camp  of  Saladin  with  intelligence,  that  the  army  of 
the  Christians  was  in  motion.  Yet  who  hut  the 
King  of  kings  can  read  the  hearts  of  mcmarohs? 
Under  this  smooth  show  of  courtesy^  Richard  nou- 
rished displeasure  and  suspicion' against  Philip, imd 
Philip  meditated  withdrawing  himself  a^d  his  host 
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froii^  the  4ttniy  of  the  Cross^  and  leaving  Richard 
to  aoeomplish  or  fail  in  the  enterprise  with  his  own 
nnastifited  foTGet. . 

,  Richard's  demeanour  was  different  when  the  dark« 
aimed  -kni^ts  and  squires  of  the  Temple  chivalry 
ifyproaehed— »men  >  with  countenances  hroneed  to 
Asiatite'Uaokness  hy  the  suns  of.  Palestine^  and  the 
a^nijrahle  state  of<  whose  horses  and  appointments 
far  surpassed  even  that  of  the. choicest  tro<^8  of 
Enmce  and  England.  The  King  cast  a  hasty  glance 
aside,  hut  the  Nubian  stood  quiet,  and  hit  trusty 
dog  sat  at  his  fe^  watching,  mth  a  sagacions  yet 
pleased  look,  the  ranks  which  now  passed*  before 
them.  The  King's  look  turned. again  on  the  ohi- 
valreus  Templars,  as  the^  Gdcand  Master,  availing 
himself  of  his  mingled  ^character,  bestowed  his  be- 
ne^etioB  on  Richardtas  a-priest,  instead  of  doing 
him  revercjpM^  as  amiUtary  leader.  <  t  .  )  : 
.  <<  tThe  misproud  and  amphibious  caitiff  puts  the 
monk  upon  me,"  said  Richard  to  the  Earl  of  Salis- 
bury. **  But,  Long- Sword,  we  will  let  ittpass.  A 
panctilio  must  not  lose  Christendom  the  services 
of  these  experienced  lances,  because  their  ^victories 
have  rendered  them  overwe^iing«-^Lo  yoa^  Iwre 
comes  our  valiant  ^adversary,  the  Duke  of  Aiistria 
•p-mark  his  manner  and  bearing,  Long-Sword— ^d 
thouy  Nubian,  let  the  hound  have  fn}l  view  of  ^him. 
By  Heaven^  hetbripgs  his  buffoons  along  with  him  I" 
t  luffaot,  whether  .from,  habits  toiv  which  is  more 
likely,! to  intuuate  cont^nq>t  of  the  oeremonial.  he 
was-  a|iout  to ;  comply  wilh,  Leopold  was  attended 
by  his  ^DmchtSjmchm'  and  his  jester,  and,  aa^he 
advanced  towards  Richard,  he  whistled  in  what  he 
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wished  to  be  considered  as  an  indifiereht  manner^ 
though  his  heavy  features  evinced  the  sulleimess, 
mixed  with  the  fear,  with  which  a  truant  schoolboy 
may  be  seen  to  approach  his  master.  As  the  reluc- 
tant dignitary  made,  with  discomposed  and  sulky 
look,  the  obeisance  required,  the  spruch-sprecher 
shook  his  baton,  and  proclaimed,  like  a  herald,  that, 
in  what  he  was  now  doing,  the  Archduke  of  Austria 
was  not  to  be  held  derogating  from  the  rank  and 
privileges  of  a  sovereign  prince ;  to  which  the  jester 
answered  with  a  sonorous  amefiy  which  provoked 
much  laughter  among  the  bystanders. 

King  Richard  looked  more  than  once  at  the 
Nubian  and  his  dog ;  but  the  former  moved  not, 
nor  did  the  latter  strain  at  the  leash,  so  that  Rich- 
ard said  to  the  slave  with  some  scorn,  <<  Thy  sac- 
cess  in  this  enterprise,  my  sable  friend,  even  though 
thou  hast  brought  thy  hound's  si^acity  to  back 
thine  own,  will  not,  I  fear,  place  thee  high  in  the 
rank  of  wizards,  or  much  augment  thy  merits  to- 
wards our  person." 

The  Nubian  answered,  as  usual,  only  by  a  lowly 
obeisance. 

Meantime  the  troops  of  the  Marquis  of  Mont- 
serrat  next  passed  in  order  before  the  King  of  Eng- 
land. That  powerful  and  wily  baron,  to  make  the 
greater  display  of  his  forces,  had  divided  them  into 
two  bodies.  At  the  head  of  the  first,  consisting 
of  his  vassals  and  followers,  and  levied  fi^m  his 
Syrian  possessions,  came  his  brother  Enguerrand, 
and  he  himself  followed,  leading  on  a  gallant  band 
of  twelve  hundred  Stradiots,  a  kind  of  light  cavahy 
raised  by  the  Venetians  in  their  Dalmatian  posses- 
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sioofi,  and  of  which  they  had  intrusted  the  command 
to  the  Marquis,  with  whom  the  republic  had  many 
bonds  of  connexion.  These  Stradiots  were  clothed 
in  a  fashion  partly  European,  but  partaking  chiefly 
of  the  Eastern  fashion.  They  wore,  indeed,  short 
hauberks,  but  had  over  them  parti-ooloured  tunics 
of  rich  stuffs,  with  large  wide  pantaloons  and  half- 
boots.  On  their  heads  were  straight  upright  caps, 
similar  to  those  of  the  Greeks,  and  they  carried 
small  round  targets,  bows  and  arrows,  scimitars 
and  poniards.  They  were  mounted  on  horses,  care- 
fully selected,  and  well  maintained  at  the  expense 
of  the  State  of  Venice ;  their  saddles  and  appoint- 
ments resembled  those  of  the  Turks,  and  they  rode 
in  the  same  manner,  with  short  stirrups  and  upon 
a  high  seat.  These  troops  were  of  great  use  in 
skirmishing  with  tlie  Arabs,  though  unable  to  en- 
gage in  close  combat,  like  the  iron-sheathed  men- 
at-arms  of  Western  and  Northern  Europe. 

Before  this  goodly  band  came  Conrade,  in  the 
same  garb  with  the  Stradiots,  but  of  such  rich  stuff 
that  he  seemed  to  blaze  with  gold  and  silver,  and 
the  milk-white  plume  fastened  in  his  cap  by  a  clasp 
of  diamonds,  seemed  tall  enough  to  sweep  the  clouds. 
The  noble  steed  which  he  reined  bounded  and 
caracoled,  and  displayed  his  tpirit  and  ag^ity  in  a 
manner  which  might  have  troubled  a  less  admirable 
horseman  than  the  Marquis,  who  gracefully  ruled 
him  with  the  one  hand,  while  the  other  displayed 
.  the  baton,  whose  predominancy  over  the  ranks 
whidi  he  led  seemed  equally  absolute.  Yet  his 
authority  over  the  Stradiots  was  more  in  show  than 
in  substance ;  for  there  paced  beside  him,  on  an 
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aHibling  palfirej  of  soberest  mood,  a  little  old  man,' ' 
dressed  entird^r  in  black,  without  beard  or  «iib- 
tadies,  and  having  an  i^^earance  altogether  iniean 
and  insignifieaiit,  when  c^npared  with  the  blase 
of  s^endour  around 'him.  Bnt  <;ht9(meaii4o^ing 
old  man  was  one  of  those  deputies  whom>  lite  Ve- 
netian government  sent  into  oamps  to  overlook  the 
conduct  of  the  geoesafe  to  ^om  the  leading  was 
consigned,  and  to-maintmn  that  jealotis  «ystent^of 
espial  and  control  which  had  long  distingaished  the 
policy  of  the  republic  i  . 

•*  Conrade,»who^  by  cultivating  Richard's  hwnoor, 
had  attained  a  certain  chegreeof  fevour  with  him, 
no  sooner  was  corner  within  his  ken  than- the  Kmg 
of  England  descended  asstep  or  two'to  meet  him, 
exclaiming,  at  the  sarae<time^  ^  Ha,  -Lord  ;Mir*> 
qniS)  thou  «l  the  head^of  the  ieet  Stradiotsir  and 
thy  blaelr  shadow 'attending  theec  as  usual,  whether 
the  8un<; shines  or  >n»t  I-r— May^  not  ^ne  ai^^thee 
whether  the  rule* of  the  troops  remains  with  the 
shsMiow  or  the  substance*?''  I  "*  )  i.  r?  j  .  i 
.  Conrade  was  conmenoing'his  reply  wkh  s  smile, 
when 'Roswal,  the? noble  hound,  uttering'^a' furious 
and  savage  yeil,r  sprung  fo£ward«  >The  Nsibian^  at 
the- same  thne^  sHpped  the  > leash,,  and  tiie«  hound, 
misking^B,  deapt  upon  Oonrade^s  noble  charger, 
andf  seifeing^  the  Marquis  by  the  j  throat,  pulled  him 
down  from  the  saddle.'  The  plumed' fider  lay  will- 
ing on  the  sand(»and  the  frightened  horse  fled  ia 
wild  career  Shrough.diedcampk'   u     m     .      .i:: 

«<  Thy  hound  hath  pudled  down  theiright^iwrry, 
I  warrant  him" — said  the  King  to  the  Nubiao. 
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**  and  I  vow  to  Saint  Greorge  he  is  a  stag^  ten 
tynes  I — Pluck  the  dog  off,  lest  he  thrdttle  him." 
« •  The  Ethiopian,  aceerdngly,  though  not  without 
difficulty,  disengaged  the  dog  from  Comrade^  and 
fastened  him  up,  still  highly  excited^  and  struggling 
in  the  loash.  •  Meanwhile  many  crowded  to  the 
^>ot,' especially  followers  of  Gonrade,  and  officers 
of 'die  Stradiots^  who^  acrthey  saw  their  leader  lie 
gasin^'  wildly  on  the  sky^  raised  him  up  amid  a 
tumultuary  cry  of — "  Cut  the  slave  and  his  hound 
to  pieces  I** 

But  the  voice  of  Richard,  loud  and  sonorous, 
was  heard  dear  ahove  all  other  exdamadons— 
^  H«  dies  the  death  who  injures  the  hound!   He 
ha^  but  done  his  duty>  affce^  the  sagacity  with 
which  God  and  nature  have  endowed  the  ^hrave 
animal. — Stand  forward  for  a  false  traitor,  thou 
Geaiwde,  Marquis  of  Montserrat  I  I  impeach  thee 
of  treason."  ...... 

'  ^^eral  of  the<  Syrian  leaders  hadnow  come  up, 
and  Conrade^  vexation,  «and  shame,  and*  confusion 
struggling  with  passioa  in  his  mMiner  and  voice, 
exclaimed,  <<  What  means  this  ? — With  what  am 
I  charged  ? — Why  this  base  usajope,  and  these  re- 
proachful terms  •P-'^Is  Mb  the  league  of  concord 
which  England  renewed  hut  so  ^lately  ?'- 

'  **  Are  the  Prihoes  of  the  Crusiide  turned  hares 
or^deerd  an  the  eyes  of  King  Ridiard,^that  he 
should  slip  hounds  on  them  ?"  said  ^e  depuldural 
vmce  of  the  Gktund  Master  of  the  Templars^ 
<  ^ -It must' he  s6me ^ingnkuracdident-^^ome fatal 
mistake" — said  Philip  of  France,  who  rode  up  at 
ihe  same  moment 
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^<  Some  deceit  of  the  Enemy/*  said  the  Ardi- 
bishop  of  Tyre. 

"A  strati^em  of  the  Saracens,**  cried  Henry  of 
llhampagne' — <<  It  were  well  to  hang  ap  the  6ogy 
tatd  put  the  slave  to  the  torture." 

*<  Let  no  man  lay  hand  upon  them,"  said  Rich- 
ard, "  as  he  loves  his  own  life  I — Conrade,  stand 
forth,  if  thou  darest,  and  deny  the  accusation  which 
this  mute  animal  hath  in  his  noble  instinct  brot^ht 
against  thee,  of  injury  done  to  him,  and  foul  socm 
to  England  ?" 

<<  I  never  touched  the  banner,"  said  Conrade, 
hastily. 

"  Thy  words  betray  thee,  Conrade  I"  said  Rieh- 
'ttrd ;  <<  for  how  didst  ^on  know,  save  from  oob- 
scions  guilt,  that  the  question  is  concerning  the 
banner?" 

**  Hast  thou  then  not  kept  the  camp  in  tmrmoil 
on  that  and  no  other  score  ?"  answered  Conrade ; 
<<  and  dost  thou  impute  to  a  prince  and  an  aUy  a 
crime,  which,  after  all,  was  probably  committed  by 
some  paltry  felon  for  the  sake  of  the  gold  thread? 
Or  wouldst  thou  now  impeach  a  confederate  on  the 
credit  of  a  dog?" 

By  ^is  time  the  alarm  was  becoming  general,  «o 
that  Philip  of  France  interposed. 

<<  Princes  and  nobles,"  he  said,  ^  yon  ^eakin 
pres^ice  of  tliose  whose  swords  wiU  somi  be  at  the 
throats  of  each  other,  if  they  hear  ^eir  leaders  at 
such  terms  tc^ether.  In  the  name  of  Heaven^  let 
118^  draw  o£P,  each  his  own  troops,  into  their-separate 
quarters,  and  emrselves  meet  an  hour  hence  in  the 
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BavUiou  •£  Council,  to  take  some  order  in  this  new 
8tate  of  confusion." 

'*  C<mtent,"  siud  Kin^  Richard,  <<  though  I 
should  haFe  liked  to  have  interrogated  that  caitiiP 
while  his  gay  douhlet  was  yet  besmirched  with  sand 
-—But  the  pleasure  of  France  shall  be  ours  in  this 
matter." 

The  leaders  separated  as  was  proposed,  each 
prince  placing  himself  at  the  head  of  his  own  forces 
and  then  was  heard  on  all  sides  the  crying  of  war- 
cries,  and  the  sounding  of  gathering-notes  upon 
bngles  and  trumpets,  by  which  the  different  strag* 
glers  were  summoned  to  their  prince's  banner ;  and 
the  troops  were  shortly  seen  in  motion,  each  taking 
Afferent  routes  through  the  camp  to  their  own 
quarters.  But  although  any  immediate  act  of  vio- 
lence was  thus  prevented,  yet  the  accident  which 
had  taken  place  dwelt  on  every  mind ;  and  those 
foreigners,  who  had  that  morning  hailed  Richard 
as  the  worthiest  to  lead  their  army,  now  resumed 
their  prejudices  against  his  pride  and  intolerance, 
while  the  English,  conceiving  the  honour  of  their 
country  connected  with  the  quarrel,  of  which  va- 
rious reports  had  gone  about,  considered  the  natives 
of  other  countries  jealous  of  the  fame  of  England 
and  her  King,  and  disposed  to  undermine  it  by  the 
meanest  arts  of  intrigue.  Many  and  various  were 
the  rumours  spread  upon  the  occasion,  and  there 
was  one  which  averred  that  the  Queen  and  her 
kdies  had  been  much  alarmed  by  the  tumult)  and 
tki^  one  of  them  had  swooned. 

The  Council  assembled  at  the  appointed  hour. 
Conrade  had  in  the  meanwhile  laid  aside  his  di<i- 
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hononred  dress,  and  with  it ^e  slitime  and  eoiaia* 
sion  which,  in  spite  of  his  talents  and  promptitodey 
had  at  first  overwhehned  him,  owing  ta  the  strange- 
ness of  the  accident,  imd  suddenness  of  the  aecasa^ 
tion.  He  was  now  rohed  like  a  prince,  and  entered 
the  couneil-cbamber  attended  by  the  Archdake  of 
Austria,  the  Grand  Masters  both  of  the  Temple  and 
of  the  Order  of  Saint  John,  and  several  other  po- 
tentates, who  made  a  show  of  supporting  him  and 
defending  his  cause,  chiefly  peilu^  fi:t)m  political 
motives,  or  because  they  themselves  nourished  a 
personal  ennuty  against  Richard. 

This  appearance  of  union  in  ^vour  of  Conrade 
was  fkr  from  influencing  the  King  of  fiUgland.  He 
entered  the  Counml  with  his  usual  indifference  of 
manner,  and  in  the  same  dress  in  which  he. had  just 
alighted  from  horseback*  He  cast  a  careless  and 
somewhat  scornful  glance  on  the  leaders,  wlra  had 
wiUi  studied  affectation  arranged  themselves  around 
Convade,  as  if  owning  his  cause,  and  in  the  most 
direct  t^rms  charged  Oonrade  of -Montserrat  with 
having  stolen  the  Banner  of  Englsmd,  andwomded 
the  faithful  animal  who  stood  in  its  defence. . 

Conrade  arose  boldly  to  answer,  and  in  despite, 
as  he  expressed  himself,  of  man  and  brute,  king  or 
dog,  avouched  his  innocence  of  the^cHmoichai^jed* 

'^  Broths  of  England,"  said  Philip,  who^will^ 
ingly  assumed  the  character  of  moderator  of  the 
assembly,  <<  this  is  an  unusual  impeachment.  We 
do  not  hear  you  avouch  your  own  knowlec^  of 
this  matter,  farther  than  your  belief  resting  upcm 
the  demeanour  of  this  hound  towards  the  Marquis 
of  Montserrat.     Surely  the  word  of  a  knight  and  a 
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pmce  should  bear  him  out  against  the  barking  of 
ac«r?- 

'<  Royal  brodier/*  returned  Richard^ ''  recollect 
that  the  Akfitghty,  who  gate  the  dog  to  be  com- 
pamon  of  our  pleasures  imd  our  toils,  hath  invested 
him  with  'a  nature  noble  and*  incapable  of  deceit. 
He  forgets  neither  friend  nor  foe — ^remembers,  and 
witli  aceuracy^  both  benefit  and  injury^  He  hath  a 
share  of  man's  inteliigenee,  but  no  share  of  man's 
fsdfiehood.  You  may  bribe  a  soldier  to  slay  a  man 
with  his  swordv  or  a  witness  to  take  life  by  false 
accusation  ;  but  you  cannot  make  a  hound  tear  his 
benefactor — he  is  the  friend  ef  man,  save  when  man 
justly  incurs  his  enmity.  Dress  yonder  Marquis  in 
what  peacock-robes  you  will— ^iisguise  his  appear- 
ance— alter  his  complexion  with  drags  and  washes 
— hide  him  amidst  an  hundred  men— *I  will  yet 
pawn  my  sceptre  that  the  hound  detects  him,  and 
expresses  his  resentment,  as  you  have  this  day  be* 
held.  This  is  no  new  incident,  although  a  strange 
one.  Murderers  and  robbers  have  been,  ere  -now, 
convicted,  »id  suffered  death  under  such  evidence, 
and  men  have  said  that  the  finger  of  Grod  was  in  it* 
In  thine  own  land,  royal  brother,  and  upon  such  an 
occasion^  the  matter  was  tried  by  a  solemn  duel 
betwixt  the  man  and  the  dog,  as  appellant  and  de- 
fendant in  a  challenge  of  murder.  The  dog  was 
victMieas,  the  man  was  punished,  and  the  crime 
was  confessed.  Credit  me,  royal  brother,  that  hid- 
den crimes  have  often  been  brought  to  light  by  the 
testimony  even  of  inanimate  substances,  not  to  men* 
tion  animals  far  inferior  in  instinctive  sagacity  te 
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the  dog,  who  is  the  friend  aad  companion  of  our 
race." 

<<  Such  a  dnel  there  hath  indeed  been,  roytd  bro- 
ther,** answered  Philip,  *^  and  that  in  the  reign  ci 
one  of  onr  predecessors,  to  whom  God  be  gracious. 
Bnt  it  was  in  the  olden  time,  nor  can  we  hold  it  a 
precedent  fitting  for  this  occasion.  The  defendant 
in  that  case  was  a  private  gentleman,  of  small  rank 
or  respect ;  his  offensive  weapons  were  only  a  club, 
his  defensive  a  leathern  jerkin.  Bat  we  cannot 
degrade  a  prince  to  the  disgrace  of  using  such  radfl 
arms,  or  to  the  ignominy  of  such  a  combat.** 

<<  I  never  meant  that  you  should,*'  said  King 
Richard ;  *<  it  were  foul  play  to  hazard  the  good 
hound's  life  against  that  of  such  a  double-faced 
traitor  as  this  Conrade  hath  proved  himself.  But 
there  lies  our  own  glove— we  appeal  him  to  the 
combat  in  respect  of  the  evidence  we  brought  forth 
against  him — A  king,  at  least,  is  more  than  the 
mate  of  a  marquis.*' 

Conrade  made  no  hasty  effort  to  seize  on  the 
pledge  which  Richard  cast  into  the  middle  of  the 
assembly,  and  King  Philip  had  time  to  reply,  ere 
the  Marquis  made  a  motion  to  lift  the  glove. 

*<  A  king,**  said  he  of  France,  "  is  as  much  more 
than  a  match  for  the  Marquis  Conrade,  as  a  dog 
would  be  less.  Royal  Richard,  this  cannot  be  per- 
mitted. You  are  the  leader  of  our  expedition — the 
sword  and  buckler  of  Christendom.'* 

'<  I  protest  against  such  a  combat,**  said  the  Ve- 
netian proveditore,  <*  until  the  King  of  England 
shall  have  repaid  the  fifty  thousand  bezants  which 
he  is  indebted  to  the  republic     It  is  enough  to  h^ 
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threatened  with  loss  of  our  debt,  should  our  debtor 
fall  by  the  hands  of  the  pagans,  without  the  uddi- 
tional  risk  of  his  being  slain  in  brawls  amongst 
Christians,  concerning  dogs  and  banners." 

"  And  I,"  said  William  with  the  Long  Sword, 
Earl  of  Salisbury,  "  protest  in  my  turn  against  my 
royal  brother  periling  his  life,  which  is  the  property 
of  the  people  of  England,  in  such  a  cause. — ^Here, 
noble  brother,  receive  back  your  glove,  and  think 
only  as  if  the  wind  had  blown  it  from  your  hand. 
Mine  shall  lie  in  its  stead.  A  king's  son,  though 
with  the  bar  sinister  on  his  shield,  is  at  least  a  match 
for  this  marmozet  of  a  marquis.^* 

*'  Princes  and  nobles,"  said  Conrade,  <<  I  will  not 
accept  of  King  Richard's  defiance^  He  hath  been 
chosen  our  leader  against  the  Saracens,  and  if  his 
conscience  can  answer  the  accusation  of  provoking 
an  ally  to  the  field  on  a  quarrel  so  frivolous,  mine, 
at  least,  cannot  endure  the  reproach  of  accepting  it. 
Bat  touching  his  bastard  brother,  William  of  Wood- 
stock, or  against  any  other  who  shall  adopt,  or  shall 
dare  to  stand  godfather  to  this  most  false  charge,  I 
will  defend  my  honour  in  the  lists,  and  prove  who- 
soever impeaches  it  a  false  liar." 

«  The  Marquis  of  Montserrat,"  ^id  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Tyre,  <<  hath  spoken  like  a  wise  and  mo- 
derate gentleman ;  and  methinks  this  controversy 
might,  without  dishonour  to  any  party,  end  at  this 
point." 

**  Methinks  it  might  so  terminate,"  said  the  King 
of  France,  "  provided  King  Richard  will  recall  his 
accusation,  a»  made  upon  over  flight  grounds" 

VOL.  XXXVIII.  2  0 
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"  Philip  of  France,"  answered  Cceur  de  Lion* 
**  my  words  shall  never  do  my  thoughts  so  mach 
injury.  I  have  charged  yonder  Conrade  as  a  thief, 
who,  under  cloud  of  night,  stole  from  its  place  the 
emhlem  of  England's  dignity.  I  still  believe  and 
charge  him  to  be  such ;  and  when  a  day  is  appoint- 
ed for  the  combat,  doubt  not  that,  since  Conrade 
iledines  to  meet  us  in  person,  I  will  find  a  cham- 
pion to  iqypear  in  support  of  my  challenge ;  for  thou, 
William,  must  not  thrust  thy  long  sword  into  this 
quarrel  without  our  special  licence.'* 

<«  Since  my  rank  makes  me  arbiter  in  this  most 
unhappy  matter,"  said  Philip  of  France,  <<  I  appoint 
the  fifth  day  from  hence  for  the  decision  thereof, 
by  way  of  combat,  according  to  knightly  usage — 
Richard,  King  of  England,  to  appear  by  his  cham- 
pion as  appellant,  and  Conrade,  Marquis  of  Mont- 
serrat,  in  his  own  person,  as  defendant.  Yet  1  own, 
I  know  not  where  to  find  neutral  ground  where  such 
a  quarrel  may  be  fought  out ;  for  it  must  not  be  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  this  camp,  where  the  soldiers 
would  nmke  faction  on  the  different  sides." 

**  It  were  well,"  said  Richard,  <*  to  apply  to  the 
-'generosity  of  the  royal  Saladin,  since,  heathen  as 
he  is,  I  have  never  known  knight  more  fulfilled  of 
nobleness,  or  toiwhose  good  faith  we  may  so  pe- 
remptorily intrust  ourselves.  I  speak  thus  for  those 
who  may  be  doubtful  of  mishap — ^for  myself,  where- 
ever  I  see  my  foe,  I  make  that  spot  my  battle- 
ground." 

*<  Be  it  so,"  said  Philip ;  <<  we  will  make  this 
matter  known  to  Saladin,  although  it  be  showing 
to  an^enemy  the  unhappy  spirit  of  discord  which 
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we  would  willingly  hide  from  eren  ourselyes,  were 
it  possible.  MeaDwhile,  I  dismiss  this  assembly, 
and  charge  yon  all,  as  Christian  men  and  noble 
knights,  that  ye  let  this  nnhappy  feud  breed  no 
farther  brawling  in  the  camp,  but  regard  it  as  a 
thing  solemnly  referred  to  the  judgment  of  €U>d, 
to  whom  each  of  you  should  pray  that  he  will  dis- 
pose  of  victory  in  the  combat  according  to  the  truth 
of  the  quarrel ;  and  therewith  may  His  will  be 
done  I" 

**  Amen,  amen !"  was  answered  on  all  sides ; 
while  the  Templar  whispered  the  Marquis,  <<  Con- 
rade,  wilt  thou  not  add  a  petition  to  be  delivered 
from  the  power  of  the  dog,  as  the  Psalmist  hath 
it?** 

"  Peace,  thou 1"  replied  the  Marquis ;  "  there 

is  a  revealing  demon  abroad,  which  may  report, 
amongst  other  tidings,  how  far  thou  dost  carry  the 
motto  of  the  order — Feriatur  Leo^ 

"  Thou  wilt  stand  the  brunt  of  challenge  ?"  said 
the  Templar. 

"  Doubt  me  not,"  said  Conrade.  "  I  would  not, 
indeed,  have  willingly  met  the  iron  arm  of  Richard 
himself,  and  I  shame  not  to  confess  that  I  rejoice 
to  be  free  of  his  encounter.  But,  from  his  bastard 
brother  downward,  the  man  breathes  not  in  his 
ranks  whom  I  fear  to  meet." 

<<  It  is  well  yon  are  so  confident,*'  continued  the 
Templar ;  <<  and  in  that  case,  the  fangs  of  yonder 
hound  have  done  more  to  dissolve  this  lei^e  of 
princes,  than  either  thy  devices,  or  the  dagger  of 
the  Charegite.  Seest  thou  how,  under  a  brow  stu- 
diously overclouded,  Philip  cannot  conceal  the  sa« 
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tisfaetron  which  he  feels  at  the  prospect  of  release 
from  the  alliance  which  sat  so  heavy  oti  him  ?  Mark 
how  Henry  of  OhampagAe  smiles  to  himself,  like 
a  sparkling  gbhlet  of  his  own  wine — and  see  the 
chuckling  delight  of  Austria,  who  thinks  his  qoar^ 
rel  is  ahout  to  be  avenged,  without  risk  or  trouble 
of  hiy  own.  Hush,  he  approaches — A  most  grie- 
vous chance,  most  royal  Austria,  that  these  breaches 
in  the  walls  of  our  Zion" 

"  If  thou  meanest  this  Crusade,"  replied  the'Duke, 
"  I  would  it  were  crumbled  to  pieces,  and  eacli 
were  safe  at  home  t-^— I  speak  this  in  confidence.*' 

"  But,"  said  the  Marquis  of  Montserrat,  <<  to 
think  this  disunion  should  be  made  by  the  hands 
of  King  Richard,  for  whose  pleasure  we  have  been 
contented  to  endure  so  much,  and  to  whom  we  have 
beei)  as  submissive  as  slaves  to  a  master,  in  hopes 
that  he  would  use'  his  valour  against  our  enemies, 
instead  of  exercising  it  upon  our  friends  P 

<<  I  see  not  that  he  is  so  much  more  valorous 
than  others,"  said  the  Archduke.  "  I  believe>  had 
the  noble  Marquis  met  him  in  the  lists,  he  would 
have  had  the  better ;  for,  though  the  islander  deals 
heavy  blows  with  the  pole-axe,  he  is  not  so  very 
dexterous  with  the  lance.  I  should  have  cared  lit- 
tle to  have  met  him  myself  on  our  <dd  quarrel,  had 
the  weal  of  Christendom  permitted  to  sovereign 
princes  to  breathe  themselves  in  the  lists— ^ And  if 
thou  de^irest  it,  noble  Marquis,  I  will  myself  be 
your  godfather  in  this  combat." 

<^  And  I  also,"  said  the  Grand  Master. 

*<  Come,  then,  and  take  your  nooning  in  our  tenli 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TALE  II.      THE  TALISMAN.  405 

noble  sirs/'  said  the  Duke,  <<  and  well  speak  of  this 
business,  over  some  right  nierenstein" 

They  entered  together  accordingly. 

<*  What  said  our  patron  and  these  great  folks  to- 
gether ?*l  said  Jonas  Schwanker  to  his  companion, 
the  spruch-sprecherf,  who  had  used  the  freedom  to 
press  nigk  to  his  master  when,  the  council  was  dis- 
misaed*.  while  the  jester  waited  at  a  more  respect- 
ful distance.  .    ,    . 

"  Servant  of  Folly,"  said  the  spruch-sprecher^ 
'*  moderate,  thy  curiosity — it  beseems,  not  that  I 
should,  tell  to  thee  the  counsels  of  our  master." 

"  Man  of  wisdom^  you  mistake/'  answered  Jo- 
nas ;  ^<  we  are  both  the  constant  attendants  on  our 
patron,  and  it  concerns  us  alike  to  know  whether 
thou  or  I — Wisdom  or  Folly — have  the  deeper 
interest  in  him." 

"  He  told  to  the  Marquis,"  answered  the  sprtich' 
sprechery  «  and  to  the  Grand  Master,  that  he  was 
aweary  of  these  wars,  and  would  be  glad  he  was 
safe  at  home." 

"  That  is  a  drawn  cast,  and  counts  for  nothing 
in  the  game,"  said  the  jester ;  "  it  was  most  wise 
to  thiiik  thus,  but  great  folly  to  tell  it  to  others — 
proceed." 

"  Ha,  hem  I"  said  the  spruch-sprecher ;  "  he 
next  said  to  them,  that  Richard  was  jiot  more  va- 
lorous than  others,  or  over  dexterous  in  the  tilt- 
yard." 

"  Woodcock  of  my  side,"  said  Sch  wanker ;  "  this 
was  egregious  folly.     What  next  ?" 

"  Nay,  I  am  something  oblivious,"  replied  the 
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man  of  wisdom — **  he  invited  them  to  a  goblet  of 
nierensteifu" 

<<  That  hath  a  show  of  wisdom  in  it/'  said  Jonas, 
<<  thou  may'st  mark  it  to  thy  credit  in  the  mean- 
time ;  but  an  he  drink  too  mach,  as  is  most  likely, 
I  will  have  it  pass  to  mine*     Any  thing  more  ?'* 

<<  Nothing  worth  memory/'  answered  the  orator, 
<<  only  he  wished  he  had  taken  the  occasion  to  meet 
Richard  in  the  lists." 

<<  Ont  upon  it — out  upon  it  I**  said  Jonas — *<  this 
is  such  dotage  of  folly,  that  I  am  wellnigh  ashamed 
of  winning  the  game  by  it — ^Ne'ertheless,  fool  as  he 
is,  we  will  follow  him,  most  sage  tprueh-ffprechery 
4md  have  our  share  of  the  wine  of  niermOmn" 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

Tet  this  inconsistency  is  waebf 

As  thou,  too,  shalt  adore ; 
I  could  not  love  thee,  love,  so  muebi 

Loved  I  not  honour  more. 

MoMTBOis't  Limgt,    ' 

When  King  Richard  returried  to  his  tent,  he 
commanded  the  Nuhian  to  he  hrought  hefore  him. 
He  entered  with  his  usual  ceremonial  rererenoe, 
and  having,  prostrated  himself,  remained  standing 
hefore  the  King,  in  the  attitude  of  a  slave  avmt- 
ing  the  orders  of  his  master.  It  was  perhaps  well 
for  him,  that  the  preservation  of  his  character  re- 
quired his  eyes  to  he  fixed  on  the  ground,  since  the 
ke^i  glance  with  which  Richard  for  some  time  sur- 
veyed him  in  silence,  would^  if  fully  encountered, 
have  heen  difficult  to  sustun. 

**  Thou  canst  well  of  wood-craft,*'  said  the  King, 
after  a  pause,  <*  and  hast  started  thy  game  and 
hrought  him  to  hay,  as  ahly  as  if  Tristrem  himself 
had  taught  thee.*  But  this  is  not  all — he  must  he 
hrought  down  at  force.  I  myself  would  have  liked 
to  have  levelled  my  hunting-spear  at  him.     There 

*  An  universal  tradition,  ascrihed  to  Sir  Tristrem,  famous 
for  his  love  of  the  fair  Queen  Ysenlt— the  laws  eoncemlng  the 
practice  of  wood-craft,  or  venerie,  as  it  was  called,  heing  those 
tliat  related  to  the  rules  of  the  chase,  were  deemed  of  much 
consequence  during  the  middle  ages. 
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are,  it  seems,  respects  which  prevent  this.  ThoQ 
art  about  to  return  to  the  camp  of  the  Soldao, 
bearing  a  letter,  requiring  of  his  courtesy  to  appoint 
neutral  ground  for  the  deed  of  chivalry,  and,  should 
it  consist  with  his  pleasure,  to  concur  with  us  in 
witnessing  it.  Now,  speaking  conjecturally,  we 
think  thou  might*st  find  in  that  camp  some  cava- 
lier, who,  for  the  love  of  truth,  and  his  own  aug- 
mentation of  honour,  will  do  battle  with  4iii8  same 
traitor  of  Montseirat." 

The  Nubian  raised  his  eyes  and  fixed  them  on 
the  King  with  a  look  of  eager  ardour ;  then  raised 
them  to  Heaven  with  such  solemn  ^gratitade,  that 
the 'Water  soon  glistened  in  them-j-then  bent  his 
head>  as  affirming  what  Richard  desired,  and  re- 
sumed his  iusual  posture  of  submissive  attention. 

<^It'.i8>well,''.sdd  the  King;  <*  and  I  see  thy 
desire  ta  oblige  me  in  this  matter;  And  h^etn,  1 
must  needs  say^  lies  the  excelisnoe  of  sach  a' ser- 
vant as  thou,  who  hast  not  speech  -  either  te  debate 
our  purpose;  oc  to  require^  explanation  of  what  W^ 
have  determined.  An  Ei^lish  serving-man,  in  tby 
place,  had  given  me  his  dogged  advice 'to  tmst  the 
combat  with  some  good  lanceof*  my  hoas^hdd, 
who^^from  my  brother  Longsword  downwards,  «re 
all  on  fire  to  do  battlei  m  my  cause ;  and  a  diatter-^ 
ing  Frenchman  had  made  a  thousand  attempts  to 
disooyer  wherefore  I  look  for  a  champion^m  the 
camp  .of  th&  infidels.  But  thou^  my  silent  agent, 
canst  do  mine  errand  without  questioning  <»*  com- 
prehending it ;  with  thee  to  hear,  is  to  obey." 

A  bend  of  the  body,  and  a  genuflection,  ^ere 
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the  appropriate  answer  of  the  Ethiopian  to  these 
observations. 

^  And  now  to  another  point,**  said  the  King,  and 
speaking  suddenly  and  rapidly. — «  Have  you  yet 
seen  Edith  Plantagenet  ?" 

The  mnte  looked  up  as  in  the  act  of  being  about 
to  speak, — nay,  his  lips  had  begun  to  utter  a  dis- 
tinct negative,— -when  the  abortive  attempt  died 
away  in  the  imperfect  murmurs  of  the  dumb. 

"  Why,  b  you  diere  I"  said  the  King.  ^«  The 
very  sound  of  the  name  of  a  royal  maiden>  of  beauty 
so  surpassing  as  that  of  our  lovely  cousin,  seems  to 
have  power  enough  wellnigh  to  make  the  dumb 
speak.  What  miracles  then  might  het  eye  work 
upon  such  a  subject  I  I  will  make  the  experiment, 
friend  slave.  Thou  shalt  see  this  choice  beauty 
of  our  court,  and  do  the  errand  of  the  princely 
Soldan."  ,  ,,         .  - 

Again  a  joyful  glance — again  a  genuflection^- 
but,  as  lie  arose,  the  King  laid  hiaiiand  heavily  on 
his  shoulder,  and  proceeded  with  stem  gravity  thus. 
— <5  Let  me  in  one  thing  warn  you,  my  sable  envoy. 
Even  i£  thou  shouldst  feel  that  the  kindly  influ*^ 
ence  of  her,  whom  thou  art  soon  to  beh<^d,  should 
loosen  the  bonds  of  thy  tongue^  presently  impri- 
sonedt  as  the  good  Soldan  expresses  it,  within  the 
ivory  walls  of  its  castle,  beware  how  thou  changest 
thy  taciturn  character,  or  speakest  a  word  m  her 
presence,  even  if  thy  powers  of  utterance  were  to 
be  miraculously  restored.  Believe  me^  that  Lshould 
have  thy  tongue  extracted  by  the  roots,  and  its 
ivory,  palace,  that  is,  I  presume,  its  range  of  teoth^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


410  TALB6  OF  THE  CRU6ADEES. 

drawn  out  one  ky  one.  Wherefore,  be  wliB  and 
«ileat  still.** 

The  Nubbin,  eo  soon  aa  the  King  had  remered 
^is  heavy  grasp  from  his  shoulder,  bent  his-Jiead, 
and  laid  his  hand  on  his  lips,  in  token  of  silent 
obedience* 

But  Richard  agidn  laid  his  hand  on  him  moi^ 
gently,  and  added,  <<  This  behest  we  lay  -on  thee 
as  on  a  sjave.  Wert  thou  knight  and  gentlemaB, 
we  would  require  thine  honour  in  pledge  of  thy 
silence,  which  is  one  especial  condition  of  onr  pre* 
sent  trust," 

The  Ethiopian  raised  his  body  prondly,  loirfc- 
ed  full  at  the  King,  and  laid  his  light  hand  moL  his 
heart. 

Richard  then  summoned  his  cdiamberiiun. 

<<  Go,  Neville,"  he  said,  **  with  this  elave,  to  the 
tent  of  our  royal  consort,  and  say  it  is  our  pleasure 
that  he  have  an  audience — a  private  audience-'-^f 
our  cousin  Edith.  He  is  charged  wil^  a  commis* 
sion  to  her.  Thou  canst  show  him  the  way  also,  ib 
case  he  requires  thy  guidance,  though  thou  may'st 
have  observed  it  is  wonderful  how  familiar  he  al- 
ready seems  to  be  wit^  the  purlieus  of  our  camp^— *• 
And  thou,  too,  friend  Ethiop,"  the  King  continned, 
*<  what  thou  dost,  do  quickly,  and  return  hither 
within  the  half  hour." 

<<  I  stand  discovered,"  thought  the  seeming  Nu- 
bian, as,  with  downcast  looks  and  fi^ded  arms,  he 
followed  the  hasty  stride  of  Neville  towards  tiie 
tent  of  Queen  Berengaria.— -<<  I  stand  undoubtedly 
discovered  and  unfolded  to  King  Richard ;  yet  I 
cannot  perceive  that  his  resentment  is  hot  against 
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me*  If  loademaiidhisworcb,  andmir^f  itbkiK* 
possible  to  misinterpret  them^  he  gives  me  a  noble 
dianee  of  redeeming  my  honour  upon  tJie  crest  ol 
this  Cedse  Marqois,  whose  gailt  I  read  in  his  crayen 
eje  and  quiverii^  lip,  when  the  charge  was  made 
against  Mm. — Roswal,  faithfully  hast  thou  served 
thy  master,  and  most  dearly  shall  thy  wrong  be 
avenged ! — But  what  is  the  meaning  of  my  pre* 
sent  permission  to  look  upon  her,  whom  I  had  de- 
spaired erer  to  see  again  ? — And  why,  or  how,  can 
the  royal  Plantagenet  consent  that  I  should  see  his 
divine  kinswoman,  either  as  the  messenger  of  the 
heafthen  Saladin,  or  as  the  guilty  exile  whom  he 
so  lately  expelled  from  his  camp — his  audacious 
avowal  of  the  affection  which  is  his  pride,  being 
the  greatest  enhancement  of  his  guilt  ?  That  Ri- 
chard should  consent  to  her  receiving  a  letter  from 
aa  infidel  lover,  by  the  hands  of  one  of  such  dis- 
proportioned  rank,  are  either  of  them  circumstances 
equally  incredible,  and,  at  the  same  time,  inconsist* 
eot  with  each  other.  But  Richard,  when  unmoved 
by  his  heady  passions,  is  liberal,  generous,  and 
trvlj  noble,  and  as  such  1  will  deal  with  him,  and 
aet  according  to  his  instructions,  direct  or  implied, 
seeking  to  know  no  more  than  may  gradually  un- 
fcM,  itself  without  my  officious  enquiry.  To  him 
who  has  given  me  so  brave  an  opportunity  to  vin- 
dicate my  tarnished  honour,  I  owe  acquiescence 
and  obedience,  and,  painful  as  it  may  be,  the  debt 
shall  be  paid.  And  yet," — thxu  the  proud  swell* 
ing  of  his  heart  farther  suggested, — <<  CoBur  de 
Lion,  as  he  is  called,  might  have  measured  the 
feelings  of  others  by  his  own.    /  urge  an  address 
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to  hk  kinswoman  I  /;  who  never  spok^  word  to  her 
when  I 'took  a  royid  prize  from  her  hand — when  I 
was  accounted  not  the  lowest  in  feats  of  chivalry 
am«ng  the  defenders  of  the  Cross  I  /  apprea<^  her 
wheft  in «  base  disguise,  and  in  a  servile  habit — 
and,  alas  I  when  my  actual  condition  is  that  of  » 
slave,  with  a  spot  of  dishonour  on  that  which  wb» 
once  my  shield  1 :  7  do  this  I  He  little  -knows  me.- 
Yet  I  thank  him  for  the  opportunity  which .  may 
make  us  all  better  acquainted. with  each  other." 

As  he  arrived  at  this  conclusion,  ihej  paused 
liefore  the  entrance  of  the  Queen's  pavilion. 

They  were  of  course  admitted  by  the  guards,  and 
Neville^  leaving  the  Nubian  in  a  small  apartment^ 
or  antechamber,  which  was  but  too  well  remember- 
ed by  him,  passed  into  that  which  was  used  as  the 
Queen's  presence-chamber.  He  communicated  his 
royal  master's  pleasure  in  a  low  and  respectful  tone 
of  voice,  very  dif^ent  from  the  bluntness  of  Tho- 
mas de  Vaux^  to  whom  Richard  was  everything, 
and  the  rest  of  the  court,  including  Berengaria  her- 
self was  nothing.  A  burst  of  laughter  followed  the 
communication  of  his  errand. 

<<  And  what  like- is  the  Nubian  slave,  who  comes 
ambassador  on  sudi  an  errand  from  the  Soldan  ?-— 
a  Negro,  De  Neville,  is  ho  not  ?"  said  a  female 
voice,  easily  recognised  for  that^f  Berengaria«  ^^  A 
Negro  is  he  not,  De  Neville,  with  black  skin^  ahead 
curled  like  a  ram's,  a  flat  nose,  and  hlubber  Hps^-* 
ha,  worthy  Sir  Henry  ?'-  t-    -, 

"  Let  not  your  Grace  forget  the  shin-bones,"  said 
another  voice,  <<  bent  outwards  like  the  edge  of  a 
8aracoa  scimitar.'- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TALEJl.,     THE  TM.ISMAN*  413 

**  Batber  like  the  bow  of  a  Cupidy  sisce  he  cones 
upon  a  lorer's  errand/'  said  the  Qveen^  ^  Gentle 
Neviltey  thou  art  ever  prompt  to  pleasure  us  poor 
wornm^  who  hate  so  litUe  to  pass  away,  out  idle 
moments.  We  must  see  this  messenger  of  love. 
Turks,  and  Moors  hare  I  seen  many,  but  Negro 
never."  • 

'  **  I  am  moated  to  obey  your  Orace's  eommands. 
so  you  will  bear  me  out  with  my  sovereign  ibr  do^ 
ing  so/'  answered  the  debonair  knight.  <^  Yet,  let 
me  assure  your  Grace,  you  will  see  somewhat  dif- 
ferent &om  what  you  expect." 
'  *<  So  much  the  better— uglier  yet  than  omr  ima- 
gmations  can  fancy,  yet  the  chosen  love-messenger 
of  this  g^allfmt  Soldan  I"  ^ 

**  Gracious  madam,"  sud  the  Lady  Calista,  **  may 
r  implore  you  would  pennit  the  good  knight  to 
carry  tlib  messenger  straight  to  the  Lady^Edith) 
to  whom  his  credentials  are  addressed  ?  We  have 
already  escaped  hardly  for  such  a  fiiolic." 

'<  ^Escaped  ?" — repeated  the  Queen,  scornfully. 
"Yet  thou  mayst  be  ngkt,  Calista,  in  thy  caution 
— let  this  Nubian,  as  thou  cailest  him,  first  da  his 
errand  to  our  cousin — Besides,  he  is  mute  too— is 
he  not?" 

<<  He  is,  gracious  madam,"  answered  the  knight. 

"  Royal  sport  have  these  Eastern  ladies,"  said 
Berengaria,  <<  attended  by  those  before  whom  they 
may  say  any  things,  yet  who  can  import  nothing. 
Whereas  in  our  camp,  as  the  Prelate  of  Saint  Jude*s 
is  wont  to  say,  a  bird  of  the  air  will  carry  th« 
matter." 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


414  TALES  OP  THE  CRUSADEBS. 

«<  BecMM^**  sud  De  NeTiIle, «"  toot  GnM»  for- 
gets diat  yoo  9femk  wkhin  canvaM  walls.." 

The  Toiees  sunk  on  ^b  obserrsdoiiy  and  «to 
a  little  whispering,  the  English  knight  agaia  re- 
twned  to  the  Ethiopian,  and  made  him  &  siga  to 
follow.  He  did  so,  and  Neville  conducted  him  to 
a  pavilion,  pitdied  somewhat  apart  from  that  ai  the 
Queen,  for  the  accommodation,  it  seemed,  of  the 
Lady  Edidi  and  her  attendants.  One  of  hear  Cop- 
tic maidens  received  the  message  oommnnioated 
by  Sir  Henry  Neville,  and,  in  the  qpace  of  a  very 
few  minutes,  ^e  Nubian  was  ushered  into  Edith'i 
fH^esence,  while  Neville  was  left  on  l^e  ontside  of 
the  tent.  The  dave  who  introduced  him  withdrew 
on  a  signal  from  her  mistress,  and  it  was  with  ha- 
miliation,  not  of  the  posture  only>  but  of  the  ver  j 
inmost  soul,  that  the  unfortunate  knight,  ih« 
strangely  disguised,  threw  himself  on  one  knee^ 
with  looks  bent  on  the  ground,  and  arms  folded  oa 
his  bosom,  like  a  criminal  who  expects  his  doom. 
Edith  was  dad  in  the  same  manner  as  whesk  she 
received  King  Richard,  her  long  transparent  dark 
veil  hanging  around  her  like  the  shade  of  a  summer 
night  on  a  beautiful  landscape,  disguising  and  rea- 
dering  obscure  the  beauties  which  it  could  not  hide. 
She  held  in  her  hand  a  silver  lamp,  fed  with  some 
aromaUc  spirit,  which  burned  with  unusual  bright- 
ness. 

When  Edith  came  within  a  step  of  the  kneding 
and  motionless  slave,  she  held  the  lig^t  towards  Us 
face,  as  if  to  peruse  his  features  more  attentivelfc, 
then  turned  from  him,  and  placed  her  lamp  so  as 
to  throw  the  shadow  of  his  face  in  profile  upon  the 
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autimi  i^ich  bang  beside.     8be  at  lengtb  spoke 
in  a  voice  cerarposed^  yet  deeply  Borrowfnl. 

•"  Is  it  yon? — Is  it  indeed  yoo,  brare  Knigbt  of 
tbe  Leopard — gallant  Sir  Kenneth  of  Scotland-^ 
ir in  indeed  you? — tbos  servilely  disguised — ^tbns 
surroanded  by  an  bundred  dangers  ?" 

At  hearing  the  tones  of  bis  lady's  Toice  tbos  un- 
eitpebtedly  addressed  to  him,  and  in  a  tone  of  com- 
pdtssion  approaching  to  tenderness,  a  corresponding 
tieplyrashed  to  tbe  knight's  lips,  and  scarce  coald 
]!lichm*d^s  commands,  and  bis  own  promised  silence, 
prevent  bis  answering,  that  tbe  sight  be  saw,  the 
tfooiids  be  jnst  beard,  were  snffictent  to  recompense 
tSie'Bliiyery  of  a  life,  and  dangers  which  threatened 
that  life  every  hour.  He  did  recollect  himself^ 
however,  and  a  deep  and  impassioned  sigh  was  his 
otdy  reply  to  tbe  high-bom  Edith's  qaestion* 

*«  I  see — I  know  I  have  guessed  right* — coiiti<* 
ttued  Bditb.  ^<  I  marked  you  from  yonr  first  ap- 
jnearan^  near  the  platform  on  which  I  stood  with 
the  Queen.  I  knew,  too,  your  valiant  hound.  She 
is  'no  true  lady,  and  is  unworthy  of  the  service  of 
such  a  knight  as  thou  art,  from  whom  disguises  of 
dress  or  hue  could  conceal  a  faitbfol  servant.  Speak, 
then,  without  fear,  to  Edith  Plantagenet.  She 
knows  how  to  grace  in  adversity  the  good  knight 
who  served,  honoured,  and  did  deeds  of  arms  in  her 
name,  when  fortune  befriended  him. — Still  silent ! 
Is  it  fear  or  shame  that  keeps  thee  so  ?  Fear  should 
be  unknown  to  thee  ;  and  for  shame,  let  it  remain 
with  those  who  have  wronged  thee." 

The  knight,  in  despair  at  being  obliged  to  play 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


4 16  TALES  OF  THE  CRUSADERjJ. 

the  mate  in  an'  interview  so  interesting,  conld  rnilr 
express  his  mortification  by  sighing  deeply,  and 
laying  his  finger  upon  his  lips.  Edith  stepped  hack, 
as  if  somewhat  displeased. 

"  What  I"  she  said,  "  the  Asiatic  mute  in  very 
deed,  as  well  as  in  attire  ?  This  I  looked  not  for— 
Or  thou  may'st  scorn  me,  perhaps,  for  thas  boldly 
admowledging  that  I  have  heedfiilly  observed  the 
homage  thou  hast  paid  me  ?  Hold  no  unworthy 
thoQghts  of  Eidith  on  that  account.  She  knows  weU 
the  bounds  which  reserve  and  modesty  prescribe  to 
high-bom  maidens,  and  she  knows  when  and  howfiu* 
they  should  give  place  to  gratitude— to  a  sincere 
desire  that  it  were  in  her  power  to  repay  services 
and  repair  injuries,  arising  from  the  devotion  which 
a  good  knight  bore  towards  her. — Why  fold  thy 
hands  together,  and  wring  them  with  so  much  pas- 
sion ? — Can  it  be,"  she  added,  shrinking  back  at 
the  idea-^"  that  their  cruelty  has  actually  deprived 
thee  of  speech  ?  Thou  shakest  thy  head*  *  Be  it  a 
spell-— be  it  obstinacy,  I  question  thee  no  farther, 
but  leave  thee  to  do  thine'  errand  afiter  thine  own 
fashion.     I  also  can  be  mute." 

The  disguised  knight  made  an  action  as  If  at 
once  lamenting  his  own  condition,  and  deprecating 
her  displeasure,  while  at  the  same  time  he  present- 
ed to  her,  wK^ped,  asusual,  in  fine  silk  and  doth 
of  gold,  the  letter  of  the  Soldan.  She  took  it>  snr- 
▼eyed  it  carelessly,  l^en  laid  it  aside,  and  bending 
her  eyes  once  more  on  the  knight,  she  said  in  alow 
tone — «  Not  even  a  word  to  do  thine  errand  to 
me?" 
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He  prMstd  both  his  hands  to  his  brow,  as  if  to 
intiBiate  the  pain  which  he  felt  at  being  unable  to 
obej  her ;  but  die  turned  from  him  in  anger. 

«  B^fone !"  she  said.  **  I  have  spoken  enongh-* 
too  much — to  one  who  will  not  waste  on  me  a  word 
in  reply.  Begone  I — and  say,  if  I  have  wronged 
thee>  I  have  done  penanoe ;  for  if  I  have  been  the 
unhappy  means  of  dragging  thee  down  from  a  sta^ 
tion  of  honour,  I  have,  in  tiua  intenriew,  forgotten 
my  own  worth,  and  lowered  myself  in  Uiy  eyes  and 
in  my  own.** 

She  covered  her  eyes  with  her  hand,  and  seem* 
ed  deeply  agitated.  Sir  Kenneth  would  have  ap* 
preached,  but  she  waved  him  back. 

<<  Stand  off  I  thou  whose  soul  Heaven  hath  suit- 
ed to  its  new  station  I  Aught  less  dull  and  fearful 
than  a  slavish  mute  had  spoken  a  word  of  gratitude, 
were  it  but  to  reconcile  me  to  my  own  degradation. 
Why  pause  you  ? — begone  I" 

The  disguised  knight  almost  involuntarily  look- 
ed towards  Uie  letter  as  an  apology  for  protracting 
his  stay.  She  snatched  it  up,  saying  in  a  tone  of 
irony  and  contempt,  **  I  had  forgotten— -the  dutiful 
slave  waits  an  answer  to  his  message.^— -How's  this 
—from  the  SoldanT 

She  hastily  ran  over  the  contents,  which  were 
expressed  both  in  Arabic  and  French,  and  when 
die  had  done,  she  laughed  in  bitter  anger. 

^  Now  this  passes  imagination  I"  she  said ;  "  no 
jongleur  can  show  so  defi  a  transmutaUon  I  His 
legerdemain  can  tranrform  lechins  and  besants  into 
doits  and  maravedies ;  but  can  his  art  convert  a 
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€hri»tian  knight,  ever  esteemed  ambiig  the  brareiit 
of  the  Holy  Crusade,  into  the  dust-kissing  slave  of 
a  heathen  Soldan — the  bearer  of  a  Paynim's  insor 
lent  proposals  to  a  Christian  maiden-r^ay,  forget- 
ting the  laws  of  honourable  chivalry,  as  well  as  of 
religion  I  But  it  avails  not  talking  to  the  willing 
slave  of  a  heathen  hound.  Tell  your  master,  whea 
his  scourge  shall  have  found  thee  atongue,  that  which 
thou  hast  seen  me  do.'* — So  saying,  she  threw  the 
Soldan's  letter  on  the  ground,  and  placed  her  foot 
upon  it — <<  And  say  to  him,  that  Edith  Plantagenet 
scorns  the  homage  of  an  unchristened  Pagan." 

With  these  words  she  was  about  to  shoot  from 
the  knight,  when,  kneeling  at  her  feet  in  bitter 
agony,  he  ventured  to  lay  his  hand  upon  her  robe 
and  oppose  her  departure. 

**  Heardst  thou  not  what  I  said,  dull  slave? 
she  said,  turning  short  round  on  him,  and  speaking 
with  emphasis ;  <<  tell  the  heathen  Soldan,  thy  mas- 
ter, that  I  scorn  his  suit  as  much  as  I  despise  the 
prostration  of  a  worthless  renegade  to  religion  and 
chivalry — ^to  God  and  to  his  lady  V" 

So  saying,  she  burst  from  him,  tore  her  garment 
irom  his  grasp,  and  left  the  tent. 

The  voice  of  Neville,  at  the^same  time,  summon- 
i^d  him  from  without.  Exhausted  and  stupified  by 
the  distress  he  had  undergone  during  this  inter- 
view, from  which  he  could  only  have  extricated 
himself  by  breach  of  the  engagement  which  he  had 
tormed  with  King  Richard,  the  unfortunate  knight 
staggered  rather  than  walked  after  the  English 
baron,  till  they  reached  the  royal  pavilion,  before 
which  a  party  of  horsemen  had  just  dismounted 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TALE  n.      THE  TALISMAN.  419 

There  was  light  and  motion  within  the  tent,  and 
when  Neville  entered  with  his  disguised  attendant, 
they  fonnd  the  King,  with  several  of  his  nohility, 
engaged  in  welcoming  those  who  were  newly  ar- 
rived. 
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CHAPTER  XXVL 

«  Hie  tears  I  shed  must  ever  fitll ! 
I  weep  not  for  an  absent  swain, 
For  time  may  happier  hours  recdU, 
And  parted  lorers  meet  again. 

«  I  weep  not  for  the  silent  dead, 
Hieir  pains  are  past,  thdr  sorrows  o*er. 
And  those  that  loved  their  steps  must  tread. 
When  death  shall  Join  to  part  no  more." 

But  worse  than  absence,  worse  than  death, 
Sie  wept  her  lorer's  sullied  finne^ 
And,  fired  with  all  the  pride  of  birth. 
She  wept  a  soldier's  iijured  name. 

Bailmd. 

The  frank  and  bold  voice  of  Richard  was  heard 
In  joyous  gratulation. 

<<  Thomas  de  Vanx  I  stout  Tom  of  the  Gills  I  by 
the  head  of  King  Henry,  thou  art  welcome  to  me 
as  ever  was  flask  of  wine  to  a  jolly  toper !  I  should 
scarce  have  known  how  to  order  my  battle  array, 
unless  I  had  thy  bulky  form  in  mine  eye  as  a  land- 
mark to  form  my  ranks  upon.  We  shall  have  blows 
anon,  Thomas,  if  the  saints  be  gracious  to  us ;  and 
had  we  fought  in  thine  absence,  I  would  have  look- 
ed to  hear  of  thy  being  found  hanging  upon  an 
elder-tree/* 

"  I  should  have  borne  my  disappointment  with 
more  Christian  patience,  I  trust,*'  said  TluHiias  de 
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Vanx,  **  dhan  to  hare  died  the  deatk  (^  an  iqmtate. 
But  I  thank  your  Grace  for  my  welcome)  which  is 
the  more  generous,  as  it  respects  a  banquet  of  blows, 
•f  which,  saving  yo«r  pleasure,  yon  are  ever  too  i4>t 
to  esgvoM  the  laiger  diare ;  bat  here  have  I  brought 
one,  to  whom  your  Grace  will,  I  know,  give  a  yet 
warmer  welcome." 

The  person  who  now  stuped  forward  to  make 
obotsance  to  Richard,  was  a  young  man  of  low  sta- 
tins and  slight  form.  His  dress  was  as  modest  as 
his  figure  was  unimpressive,  but  he  bore  on  his  bon- 
net a  gold  buckle,  with  a  gem,  the  lustre  of  which 
could  only  be  rivaled  by  the  brilUancy  of  the  eye 
wlitdi  the  bonnet  shaded,  it  was  the  only  striking 
feature  in  his  countenance ;  bat  when  once  noticed, 
it  uniformly  made  a  strong  impression  on  the  spec- 
tator. About  his  neck  there  hung  in  a  scarf  of 
sky-blue  silk  a  wresti  as  it  was  oalled,-«that  is,  the 
key  with  which  a  haip  is  tuned,  and  which  was  of 
•olidgidd. 

This  persoMige  would  have  kneded  reverently 
to  Richard,  but  the  monarch  raised  him  in  joyful 
haste,  pressed  him  to  his  bosom  warmly,  and  kissed 
him  on  either  inde  of  the  £mo. 

*<  Bkmdel  de  Nesle  I'*  he  exclatmed  joyfully — 
**  welcome  from  Cyprus,  my  king  of  minstrels  I — 
welcome  to  the  Khigof  England,  who  rates  not  his 
own  dignity  more  highly  than  he  does  thine.  I 
have  been  sick,  man,  and,  by  my  soul,  1  brieve  it 
was  for  lack  of  thee ;  for,  were  1  half  way  to  the 
gate  of  Heaven,  methinkfi  thy  strains  could  cdl  me 
back.-— And  what  news,  my  gentle  master,  from' 
the  land  of  the  lyre  ?    Any  thing  fresh  from  the 
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trmikvewrs  of  Provence  ? — any  thing  froni  the  min- 
gtrels  of  merry  Normandy  ? — ^abore  all,  hast  tkou 
thyself  been  bnsy  ? — But  I  need  not  ask  thee — 
thon  canst  not  be  idle,  if  thou  wouldst — ^thy  nob}« 
qualities  are  like  a  fire  burning  within,  and  compel 
thee  to  pour  thyself  out  in  music  and  song.** 

<<  Something  I  have  learned,  and  something  I 
have  done,  noble  King,"  answered  the  celebrated 
Blondel,  with  a  retiring  modesty,  which  all  Rich>* 
ard's  enthusiastic  admiration  of  his  skill  had  been 
unable  to  banish. 

*^  We  will  hear  thee,  man — we  will  hear  thee  in- 
stantly," said  the  King ; — then  touching  Blondel't 
shoulder  kindly,  he  added,  ^<  that  is,  if  thou  art  not 
fatigued  with  thy  journey ;  for  I  would  sooner  rid€l 
my  best  horse  to  death,  than  injure  a  note  of  thy 
voice." 

"  My  voice  is,  as  ever,  at  the  service  of  my  i^iyal 
patron,"  said  Blondel ;  <<  but  your  Majesty,"  be 
added,  looking  at  some  papers  on  the  tab^,  **  seen^t 
more  importantly  engaged,  and  the  hour  waxes 
late." 

<<  Not  a  whit,  man,  not  a  whit,  my  dearest  Blon^ 
del.  I  did  but  sketch  an  array  of  batde  against  thd 
Saracens,  a  thing  of  a  moment--almost  as  soon  done 
as  the  routing  of  them." 

<<  Methinks,  however,"  said  Thomas  de  Vanx, 
'<  it  were  not  unfit  to  enquire  what  soldiers  yonf 
Grace  hath  to  array.  I  bring  reports  on  that  sob 
ject  from  Ascalon." 

"  Thou  art  a  mule,  Thomas,"  said  the  King— ^ 
«*  a  very  mule  for  dnhiess  and  obstinacy  I — Comei 
nobles-^a  hall-^a  hall  I-»--raiige.ye  M*<Hmd  Him--^ 
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Qvre  Blonde!  the  tabouret — Where  is  his  harp- 
bearer  ? — or,  soft — ^letid  him  my  harp,  his  own  may 
be  damaged  by  the  journey." 

"  I  would  your  Grace  would  take  my  report," 
Mud  Thomas  de  Vanx.  **  I  have  ridden  far,  and 
have  more  list  to  my  bed  than  to  have  my  ears 
tickled." 

<«  2%  ears  tickled  *"  sud  the  King ;  "  that  must 
be  ¥nth  a  woodcock's  feather,  and  not  with  sweet 
sounds.  Hark  thee,  Thomas,  do  thine  ears  know 
the  singing  of  Blondel  from  the  braying  of  an  ass  ?'* 

<<  In  faith,  my  liege,"  replied  Thomas,  <<  I  can- 
not well  say ;  but  setting  Blondel  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, who  is  a  bom  gentleman,  and  doubtless  of  high 
acquirements,  I  shall  never,  for  the  sake  of  your 
Grace's  question,  look  on  a  minstrel,  but  I  shall 
^ink  upon  an  ass." 

<<  And  might  not  your  manners,"  said  Richard^ 
<<  have  excepted  me,  who  am  a  gentleman  bom  as 
well  as  Blondel,  and,  like  him,  a  guild-brother  of 
the  Joyeuse  science  ?" 

**  Your  Grace  should  remember,"  said  De  Vaux, 
smiling,  "  that  *tis  useless  asking  for  manners  from 
a  mule." 

<^  Most  truly  spoken,"  said  the  King ;  <<  and  an 
ill-conditioned  animal  thou  art — But  come  hither, 
master  mule,  and  be  unloaded,  that  thou  may'st  get 
thee  to  thy  litter,  without  any  music  being  wasted 
on  thee. — Meantime  do  thou,  good  brother  of  Sa- 
lisbury, go  to  our  consort's  tent,  and  tell  her  that 
Blondel  has  arrived,  with  his  budget  fraught  with 
the  newest  minstrelsy — Bid  her  come  hither  in* 
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ttantly,  and  do  thoa  esomrt  her,  and  me  thai  oar 
oouiin,  Ekiith  Pl&ntagenet,  remain  mat  behind.** 

His  eye  then  rested  for  a  moment  on  the  Nb- 
bian,  with  that  ex{Nres8ion  of  doabtful  BMOAmg, 
which  his  countenance  osoally  dispkyed  when  ht 
looked  at  him. 

<<  Ha,  our  silent  and  secret  messenger  returned? 
— Stand  up,  slave,  behind  the  bade  of  De  Neville, 
and  thou  shalt  hear  presoitly  sounds  wbkih  will 
make  thee  bless  God  that  he  afflicted  lliee  rather 
with  dumbness  than  deafness." 

So  saying,  he  turned  from  the  rest  of  the  com- 
pany towai^ds  De  Vanx,  and  |dunged  instantly  into 
the  military  details  which  that  baron  laid  befere 
him. 

About  the  time  that  the  Lord  of  Gilsland  had 
finished  his  audience,  a  messeng^  announced  that 
the  Queen  and  her  attendants  were  approachiiig  the 
royal  tent.-^<<  A  fiask  ai  wine,  ho  !**  said  ^e  King; 
<*  of  oLd  King  Isaac's  long-saved  Cy{^us,  wluch  we 
won  when  we  stormed  Famagost»^ffi  to  the  stoat 
Lord  of  GiMand,  gentles«--a  more  car^d  and 
faithful  servant  never  had  any  prince." 

<<  I  am  glad,"  said  Thomas  de  Vaux,  "  that  your 
Grace  finds  the  mule  a  us^ul  slave^  though  his 
voice  be  less  musical  than  horse-hair  or  wire." 

«  What,  thou  canst  not  yet  digest  that  quip  of 
the  mule  ?"  said  Richard.  **  Wash  it  down  with 
a  brimming  flagon,  man,  or  thou  wilt  choke  upw 
it. — Why,  so — well  pulled ! — and  now  I  will  tell 
thee,  thou  art  a  soldier  as  well  as  I^  and  we  most 
brook  each  other's  jests  in  the  hall,  as  each  other*i 
blows  in  the  tourney,  and  love  each  other  the  harder 
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we  lilt.  Bj  my  fiuth,  if  thou  didst  not  hit  me  as 
hard  as  I  did  thee  in  our  late  encounter  I  thou  gavest 
all  thy  wit  to  the  thrust.  But  here  lies  the  differ- 
ent hetwixt  thee  and  Blondel.  Thou  art  but  my 
comrade^-I  might  say  my  pupil — ^in  the  art  of  war ; 
Blondel  is  my  master  in  the  science  of  minstrelsy 
and  music  To  thee  I  permit  the  freedom  of  inti- 
macy^-^to  him  I  must  do  rererenoe,  as  to  my  supe- 
rter  in  his  art.  Come,  man,  be  not  peerish,  hut 
temain  and  hear  our  glee." 

^*  To  see  your  Majesty  in  such  cheerful  mood," 
said  the  Lord  of  Gilsland,  ^*  by  my  faith,  I  could 
remaiB  till  Blondel  had  achieved  the  great  Romance 
of  King  Arthur,  which  lasts  for  three  days." 

<<  We  will  not  tax  your  patience  so  deeply,"  said 
the  King.  **  But  see,  yonder  glare  of  tordies  with- 
out shows  that  our  consort  approaches— Away  to 
receive  her,  man,  and  win  thyself  grace  in  the 
brightest  eyes  of  Christendom. — Nay,  never  stop 
to  adjust  thy  cloak.  See,  thou  hast  let  Neville  come 
between  the  wind  and  the  sails  of  thy  galley." 

"  He  was  never  before  me  in  the  field  of  battle," 
said  De  Vanx,  not  greatly  pleased  to  see  himself 
antidplited  by  the  moi*e  active  service  of  the  cham- 
berlain* 

**  No,  neither  he  ikht  any  one  went  befbre  thee 
theroi  my  good  Tom  of  the  Gills,"  said  the  King, 
*^  unless  it  was  ourself,  now  and  then." 

**  Ay,  my  liege,"  said  De  Vanx,  **  and  let  us  do 
justice  to  the  unfortunate  ;-^the  unhappy  Knight 
9i  the  Leopard  hath  been  before  me,  too,  at  a 
season ;  for»  look  yon»  he  weighs  less  on  horseback, 
and  so"  *    ■ 
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'<  Hilsh  I"  said  the  King,  interrupting  hiiki  in  a 
peremptory  tone — "  not  a  word  of  him" — ^and  in- 
tttantly  stepped  forward  to  greet  his  royal  consort; 
and  when  he  had  done  so,  he  prasented  to  her 
BUmdel^  as  king  of  mtastTeby,  and  his  master  in 
tiie  gay  net^ice.  Berengaria,  who  well  knew  that 
her  royal  husband's  passion  for  poetry  and  music 
almost  equalled  his  appetite  for  warlike  faine»  and 
that  Blondel  was  his  especial  favourite,  took  an- 
xious care  to  receive  him  with  all  the  flattering  dis- 
tinctions due  to  one  whom  the  King  delighted  to 
honour.  Yet  it  was  evident,  that,  though  Blondel 
made  suitable  returns  to  the  compliments  showered 
on  him  something  too  abundantly  by  the  royal 
beauty,  he  owned  with  deeper  reverence  and  more 
humble  gratitude  the  simple  and  graceful  welcome 
of  Eidith,  whose  kindly  g^eting  appeared  to  him, 
perhaps^  sincere  in  proportion  to  its  brevity  and 
simplicity* 

Both  the  Queen  and  her  royal  husband  were 
aware  of  this  distinction,  and  Richard,  seeing  his 
consort  somewhat  piqued  at  the  preference  assigned 
to  his  cousin,  by  which  perhaps  he  himself  did  not 
feel  much  gratified,  said  in  the  hearing  of  both,— 
<<  We  minstrels,  Berengaria,  as  thou  may'st  see 
by  the  bearing  of  our  master  Blondel,  pay  more 
reverence  to  a  severe  judge,  like  our  kinswoman, 
than  to  a  kindly  partial  Mend,  like  thyself,  who  is 
willing  to  take  our  worth  upon  trust." 

Edith  was  moved  by  this  sarcasm  of  her  royal 
kinsman,  and  hesitated  not  to  reply,  that,  "  To  bd 
a  harsh  and  severe  judge,  vras  ^  not  an  attribute 
proper  to  her  alone  of  all  the  Plantagenets.** 
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She  had  perhaps  said  more,  having  some  touch 
of  the  temper  of  that  house,  which,  deriving  their 
name  and  oognisanee  from  the  lowly  hroom,  (Pkmia 
GenistGy)  assumed  as  an  emhlem  of  humility,  were 
perhaps  one  of  the  proudest  families  Uiat  ever  ruled 
in  EiUgland ;  hut  her  eye,  when  kindling  in  her  reply, 
suddenly  caught  those  of  the  Nubian,  although  he 
endeavoured  to  conceal  himself  behind  the  nobles 
who  were  present,  and  she  sunk  upon  a  seat,  turn- 
ing so  pale,  that  the  Queen  Berengaria  deemed 
herself  obliged  to  call  for  water  and  essences,  and 
to  go  through  the  other  ceremonies  appropriate  to 
a  lady's  swoon.  Richard,  who  better  estimated 
Edith's  strength  of  mind,  called  to  Blondel  to 
assume  his  seat  and  commence  his  lay,  declaring 
that  minstrelsy  was  worth  every  other  recipe  to 
recaU  a  Plantagenet  to  life. — '<  Sing  us,*'  he  said, 
**  that  song  of  the  Bloody  Vest,  of  which  thou  didst 
formerly  g^ve  me  the  argument,  ere  I  left  Cyprus ; 
thou  must  be  perfect  in  it  by  this  time,  or,  as  our 
yeomen  say,  thy  bow  is  broken." 

The  anxious  eye  of  the  minstrel,  however,  dwelt 
on  Ekiith,  and  it  was  not  till  he  observed  her  re- 
turning colour  that  he  obeyed  the  repeated  com- 
mands of  the  King.  Then,  accompanying  his  voice 
with  the  harp,  so  as  to  grace,  but  yet  not  drown, 
the  sense  of  what  he  sung,  he  chanted  in  a  sort  of 
recitative,  one  of  those  ancient  adventures  of  love 
and  knighthood,  which  were  wont  of  yore  to  win 
the  public  attention.  So  soon  as  he  began  to  pre- 
lude, the  insignificance  of  his  personal  appearance 
seemed  to  disappear,  and  his  countenance  glowed 
with  energy  and  inspiration.   His  full,  manly,  mel* 
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low  Toiee,  so  sbsolatelf  under  ooniHiaiid  of  tbe 
purest  taste,  thrilled  on  every  «ar,  and  to  every 
bearU  Richard,  rejoiced  as  after  victory,  eafied 
ottt  the  appropriate  snmmoBs  for  silence, 

Litten,  lords,  in  bower  and  haO ; 

while^  with  the  leal  of  a  patron  at  once  and  a  piqnl, 
he  arranged  the  circle  around,  and  hashed  thin 
into  silence ;  and  he  himself  sat  down  with  an  sir 
of  expectation  and  interest,  not  altog^ether  unmixed 
with  the  gravity  of  the  profensed  critic  The  cour- 
tiers tomed  their  eyes  on  the  King,  that  they  m%lit 
be  ready  to  trace  and  imitate  the  emoti<ms  his  fea- 
tures should  express,  and  Thomas  de  Vaux  yawned 
tremendously,  as  one  who  submitted  unwillingly 
to  a  wearisome  penance.  The  song  of  Blondel  wsi 
of  course  in  the  Norman  language ;  but  the  verMi 
which  follow,  express  its  meaning  and  its  i 

Cj^e  ISIoolfp  Vtit 

*TwAB  near  the  Mr  city  of  Benerenft, 
Wlien  the  son  was  setting  on  boogh  and  bent* 
And  knights  were  preparing  in  bower  and  tent^ 
On  the  ere  of  the  Baptises  toamament ; 
When  in  Lincoln  green  a  stripling  gent^ 
Wefl  seeming  a  page  by  a  princess  sent^ 
Wander'd  the  camp,  and,  still  as  he  went, 
£nquired  tor  the  Kngl^^h^nHTn,  Thomas  a  Blent. 

Far  hath  he  fared,  and  farther  most  fare, 
Till  he  finds  his  pavilion  nor  statdy  nor  rarer^ 
Little  ss?e  iron  and  sted  was  there ; 
And,  as  lacking  the  coin  to  pay  armourer's  cai^ 
"With  his  sinewy  arms  to  the  shoulders  bare, 
The  good  knight  with  hammer  and  file  did  repair 
The  mail  that  to-morrow  mnst  see  him  wear, 
For  the  hononr  of  Saint  John  and  his  Uidy  Mr, 
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•*  Hum  tpeakfl  my  lady^"  the  page  said  he, 
And  the  knight  hent  lowly  hoth  head  and  knee^ 
•*  She  is  Beneyent*s  PHncess  so  high  in  degree, 
And  thou  art  as  lowly  as  knight  may  well  be — 
'He  that  would  climb  so  lofty  a  tree, 
Or  spring  such  a  gulf  as  divides  her  from  thee, 
Must  dare  some  high  deed,  by  which  all  men  may  sas 
His  ambition  is  back*d  by  his  hie  chivalrie. 

•*  Hierefore  thus  speaks  my  lady,**  the  fikir  page  he  said* 
And  the  knight  lowly  louted  with  hand  and  with  head, 
«•  Fling  aside  the  good  armour  in  which  thou  art  dad, 
And  don  thou  this  weed  of  her  night-gear  instead. 
For  a  hauberk  of  steel,  a  kirtle  of  thread  : 
And  charge,  thus  attired,  in  the  tournament  dread. 
And  fight  as  thy  wont  is  where  most  blood  is  shed. 
And  bring  honour  away,  or  remain  with  the  dead.** 

Untroubled  ib  his  look,  and  untroubled  in  his  breast, 
The  knight  the  weed  hath  taken,  and  reverently  hath  kias'd :-« 
^  Now  blessed  be  the  moment,  the  messenger  be  blest ! 
Much  honoured  do  I  hold  me  in  my  lady's  high  behest ; 
And  say  unto  my  lady.  In  this  dear  night-weed  dress'd. 
To  the  best  armed  champion  1  will  not  veil  my  crest ; 
But  if  1  live  and  bearme  weU  'tis  her  turn  to  take  the  test.* 
Here,  gentles,  ends  the  foremost  fytte  of  the  Iaj  of  the  Bloody 
Vest. 

<<  Thon  hast  changed  the  measure  upon  ns  un- 
awares in  that  last  couplet,  my  Blondel  ?'*  said  the 
King. 

<<  Most  true,  my  lord/'  said  Blondel.  '<  I  ren- 
dered the  verses  from  the  Italian  of  an  old  harper, 
whom  I  met  in  Cyprus,  and  not  having  had  time 
either  to  translate  it  accurately,  or  commit  it  to 
memory,  I  am  fain  to  supply  gaps  in  the  music 
and  the  verse  as  I  can  upon  the  spur  of  the  mo- 
ment, as  you  see  boors  mend  a  quickset  fence  with 
a  faggot." 

"  Nay,  on  my  faith,"  said  the  King, "  I  like  Xhm^ 
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ratding  rolling  Alexandrines — methhikstiiey  come 
more  twangingly  off  to  the  mosic  than  that  briefer 
meaanre.** 

<<  Both  are  lioenaed,  as  is  well  known  to  your 
Grraee,"  answered  BlondeL 

"  They  are  so,  Blondel/'  said  Richard ;  «  yet 
methinks  the  scene,  where  th^re  is  like  to  be  fight- 
ing, will  go  best  on  in  these  same  thundering  Alex- 
andrines, which  sonnd  like  the  charge  of  cavalry ; 
while  the  other  measure  is  bnt  like  the  sidelong 
amble  of  a  lady's  palfrey." 

'*  It  shall  be  as  your  Grace  pleases,"  replied 
Blondel,  and  began  again  to  prelude^ 

•*  Nay,  first  cherish  thy  fancy  with  a  cup  of  fiery 
Chios  wine,"  said  the  King ;  <<  and  haik  thee,  I 
would  have  thee  fling  away  that  new-ftmgled  re- 
striction of  thine,  of  terminating  in  accurate  and 
similar  rhymes. — They  are  a  constraint  on  thy  flow 
of  fancy,  and  make  thee  resemble  a  man  dancing 
in  fetters.** 

<'  The  fetters  are  easily  flung  o£F,  at  least,'*  said 
Blondel,  again  sweeping  his  fingers  over  the  strings, 
as  one  who  would  rather  have  played  than  Ustened 
to  criticism. 

*^  But  why  put  them  on,  man  ?"  continued  the 
King — "  Wherefore  thrust  thy  genius  into  iron 
bracelets  ?  I  marvel  how  you  got  forward  at  all— 
I  am  sure  I  should  not  have  been  able  to  compose 
a  stanza  in  yonder  hampered  measure.** 

Blondel  looked  down  and  busied  himself  with 
the  strings  of  his  harp,  to  hide  an  involuntary  smile 
which  crept  over  his  features ;  but  it  escaped  not 
Richard's  observation. 
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*^  By  my  faith,  thoa  laogh'tt  ftt  me,  Blonde!,'* 
he  said ;  ''  and,  in  good  timth,  erery  man  deseires 
it,  who  presumes  to  play  the  master  when  he  should 
he  the  pupil ;  hut  we  king^  get  had  hahits  of  self- 
opinion. — Come,  on  with  thy  lay,  dearest  Blondel 
— on  after  thine  own  fashion,  hetter  than  aught 
that  we  can  suggest,  though  we  must  needs  he 
talking." 

Blondel  resumed  the  lay ;  hut,  as  extemporane- 
ous composition  was  familiar  to  him,  he  failed  not 
to  comply  with  the  King's  hints,  and  was  perhaps 
not  displeased  to  show  with  how  much  ease  he 
eould  new-model  a  poem,  even  while  in  the  act  of 
recitatioq. 

Frm  SicovD. 

The  Baptist's  fair  morrow  behdd  gallant  feats — 
There  was  winning  of  honour,  and  losing  of  seats — 
There  was  hewing  with  fidchions,  and  splintering  of  staves, 
The  victors  won  glory,  the  Tan<iulsh*d  won  graves. 
O,  many  a  knight  there  fought  bravdy  and  well, 
Tet  one  was  accounted  his  peers  to  excel. 
And  'twas  he  whose  sole  armour  on  body  and  breast, 
Seem'd  the  weed  of  a  damsel  when  boune  for  her  rest 

There  were  some  dealt  him  wounds  that  were  bloody  and  sore^ 

But  others  respected  his  plight,  and  forbore. 

•*  It  is  some  oath  of  honour,"  they  said,  **  and  I  trow, 

IVere  unknightly  to  slay  him  achieving  his  tow." 

Then  the  Prince,  for  his  sake,  bade  the  tournament  cease. 

He  Aung  down  his  warder,  the  trumpets  sung  peace; 

And  the  judges  declare,  and  competitors  yield, 

That  the  Kidght  of  the  Night-gear  was  first  in  the  field. 

The  feast  it  was  nigh,  and  the  mass  it  was  nigfaer, 
Whan  before  the  fair  Princess  low  louted  a  squire^ 
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And  ddlTcr'd  m  gamieiil  nnwwinly  to  Tiew« 

With  sword-cut  and  spear-thnut,  all  hack*4  and  pierced 

through ; 
An  rent  and  all  tatter'd,  all  dotted  with  Uood, 
With  foam  of  the  horsea,  with  dust»  and  with  mvd. 
Not  the  point  of  that  lady*s  small  itnger,  I  ween. 
Could  have  rested  on  spot  was  unsullied  and  dean. 

*  This  token  my  master.  Sir  Thomas  a  Kent, 
Restores  to  the  Princess  of  foir  Benevent ; 
He  that  dimbs  the  tall  tree  has  won  right  to  the  frvdtp 
He  that  leaps  the  wide  gulf  should  prerail  in  his  suit ; 
llirough  lif e*s  utmost  peril  the  prize  I  have  won. 
And  now  must  the  faith  of  my  mistress  be  shown : 
For  she  who  prompts  knights  on  such  danger  to  run. 
Must  avouch  his  true  service  in  front  of  the  sun. 

^  *  I  restore,*  says  my  master,  <  the  garment  IVe  worn. 

And  I  daim  of  the  Princess  to  don  it  in  turn ; 

For  its  stains  and  its  rents  she  should  prize  it  the  more. 

Since  by  shame  'tis  unsnllied,  though  crimson'd  with  gore.  ** 

Then  deep  blush*d  the  Princess— yet  kiss*d  she  and  preas'd 

The  blood-spotted  robes  to  her  lips  and  her  breast. 

«  Go  tell  my  true  knight,  church  and  chamber  shall  aboWy 

If  I  value  the  blood  on  this  garment  or  no." 

And  when  it  was  time  for  the  noUes  to  pasi^ 
In  solemn  procession  to  minster  and  mass, 
The  first  walk*d  the  Princess  in  purple  and  paU, 
But  the  Uood-besmear'd  night-robe  she  wove  aivsr  all  | 
And  eke,  in  the  hall,  where  they  all  sat  at  dine^ 
When  she  kndt  to  her  fath^  and  proffered  the  winc^ 
Over  all  her  rich  robes  and  state  Jewds,  she  woro 
That  wimple  unseemly  bedabbled  with  gore. 

Then  lords  whisper'd  ladies,  as  wdl  you  may  think. 
And  ladies  replied,  with  nod,  titter,  and  wink ; 
And  the  Prince^  who  in  anger  and  shame  had  lookM  down. 
Tum*d  at  length  to  his  daughter^  and  sfoke  vHtk  a  frawn  i 
**  Now  since  thou  hast  puUish'd  thy  folly  and  i^oilt^, 
£*en  atone  with  thy  hand  for  the  blood  thou  hast  spilt; 
Yet  sore  for  your  bddness  you  both  will  repent, 
When  you  wander  as  exiles  from  lair  Benevent*** 
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Then  out  spoke  stoat  Thomas,  in  hall  where  he  stood, 
Exhausted  and  feeble,  but  dauntless  uf  mood : 
«  The  blood  that  I  lost  for  this  daughter  of  thine, 
I  pour'd  forth  as  freely  as  flask  gives  its  wine ; 
And  if  for  my  sake  she  brooks  penance  and  blame. 
Do  not  doubt  I  will  save  her  from  suffering  and  shame  j 
And  light  will  she  reck  of  thy  princedom  and  rent. 
When  I  hail  her,  in  England,  the  Countess  of  Kent.** 

A  murmur  of  applause  ran  through  the  assem- 
bly, following  the  example  of  Richard  himself,  who 
loaded  with  praises  his  favourite  minstrel,  and  end- 
ed by  presenting  him  with  a  ring  of  considerable 
value.  The  Queen  hastened  to  distinguish  the  fa- 
vourite by  a  rich  bracelet,  and  many  of  the  nobles 
who  were  present  followed  the  royal  example. 

'^  Is  our  cousin  Edith,"  said  the  King,  <<  become 
insensible  to  the  sound  of  the  harp  she  once  loved?" 

<<  She  thanks  Blondel  for  his  lay/'  replied  Edith, 
'*  but  doubly  the  kindness  of  the  kinsman  who  sug- 
gested it." 

"  Thou  art  angry,  cousin,"  said  the  King ;  "  an- 
gry because  thou  hast  heard  of  a  woman  more  way- 
ward than  thyself.  But  you  escape  me  not — I 
will  walk  a  space  homeward  with  you  towards  the 
Queen's  pavilion — ^we  must  have  conference  toge- 
ther ere  the  night  has  waned  into  morning." 

The  Qneen  and  her  attendants  were  now  on 
foot,  and  the  other  guests  withdrew  from  the  royal 
tent.  A  train  with  blazing  torches,  and  an  escort 
•f  archers,  awaited  Berengaria  without  the  pavi- 
lion, and  she  was  soon  on  her  way  homeward. 
Richard,  as  he  had  proposed,  walked  beside  his 
kinswoman,  and  compelled  her  to  accept  of  his  arm 
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as  her  9a{^rt,  so  that  they  coald  speak  to  eneh 
other  without  being  overheard. 

«  What  answer,  then,  am  I  to  return  to  the  jhh 
ble  Soldan?"  said  Richardj^  *<  The  Kings  and 
Prinees  are  falling  from  me,  Edith — this  new  quar- 
rel hath  alienated  them  once  more.  I  would  do 
something  for  the  Holy  Sepulchre  by  composition, 
if  not  by  victory ;  and  the  chance  of  my  doing  this 
depends,  alas,  on  the  caprice  of  a  woman.  I  would 
lay  my  single  spear  in  the  rest  against  ten  of  the 
b^  lances  in  Christendom,  rather  than  argue  witii 
a  wilful  wench,  who  knows  not  what  is  for  her  own 
good. — What  answer,  cofe,  am  I  to  return  to  the 
Soldan  ?  It  must  be  decisive." 

**  Tell  him,*'  said  Edith,  «  that  the  poorest  of 
the  Plantagenets  will  rather  wed  with  misery  than 
with  misbelief." 

«  Shall  I  say  with  slavery,  Edith?*'  said  the 
King — **  Methinks  that  is  nearer  thy  thoughts." 

<*  There  is  no  room,"  said  Edith,  '<  for  the  sus- 
picion you  so  grossly  insinuate.  Slavery  of  the 
body  might  have  been  pitied,  but  that  of  the  soul 
is  only  to  be  despised.  Shame  to  thee,  King  of 
merry  England.  Thou  hast  enthralled  both  the 
limbs  and  the  spirit  of  a  knight,  once  scarce  less 
famed  than  thyself." 

<<  Should  •!  not  prevent  my  kinswoman  from 
drinking  poison,  by  sullying  the  vessel  which  con- 
tained it,  if  I  saw  no  other  means  of  disgusting  hef 
with  the  fatal  liquor  ?"  replied  the  King. 

<*  It  is  thyself,*'  answered  Edith,  «  that  woold 
press  me  to  drink  poison,  because  it  is  proffered  in 
u  golden  chalice." 
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*<  fidith/*  said  Richard,  "  I  cannot  force  thy  re- 
golution  ;  but  beware  you  shut  not  the  door  which 
Heaven  opens.  The  hermit  of  Engaddi,  he  whom 
Popes  and  Cooncils  have  regarded  as  a  prophet, 
kath  read  in  the  stars  that  thy  marriage  shall  re- 
concUe  me  with  a  powerful  enemy,  and  that  thy 
husband  shall  be  Christian,  leaving  thus  the  fairest 
ground  to  hope,  tiiat  the  conversion  of  the  Soldan, 
and  the  bringing  in  of  the  sons  of  Ishmael  to  the 
pale  of  the  church,  will  be  the  consequence  of  thy 
wedding  with  Saladin.  Come,  thou  must  make  some 
sacrifice  rather  than  mar  such  happy  prospects.'' 

^  Men  may  sacrifice  rams  and  goats,**  said  Eklith, 
<<  but  not  honour  and  conscience.  I  have  heard 
that  it  was  the  dishonour  of  a  Christian  maiden 
which  brought  the  Saracens  into  Spain — the  shame 
of  another  is  no  likely  mode  of  expelling  them  from 
Palestine.** 

<'  Dost  thou  call  it  shame  to  become  an  Empress  ?*' 
said  the  King. 

<<  I  call  it  shame  and  dishonour  to  profane  a 
Christian  sacrament,  by  entering  into  it  with  an 
infidel  whom  it  cannot  bind ;  and  I  call  it  foul  dis- 
honour, that  I,  the  descendant  of  a  Christian  prin- 
cess, should  become  of  free  will  the  head  of  a  haram 
of  heathen  concubines.** 

<<  Well,  kinswoman,*'  said  the  King,  after  a  pause, 
<<  I  must  not  quarrel  with  thee,  though  I  think  thy 
dependent  condition  might  have  dictated  more  com- 
pliance.** 

"  My  liege,**  replied  Edith,  "  your  Grace  hath 
worthily  succeeded  to  all  the  weaJth,  dignity,  and 
dominion  of  the  House  of  Plantagenet,— do  not, 
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therefore,  begmdge  your  poor  kinswonmii  some 
tmaU  share  of  their  pride." 

**  By  my  faith,  wench,'*  said  the  King,  **  thoa 
hast  unhorsed  me  with  that  very  word ;  so  we  will 
kiss  and  be  friends.  I  will  presently  dispatch  thy 
answer  to  Saladin.  But  after  all,  coz,  were  it  i)ot 
better  to  suspend  your  answer  till  you  have  seen 
him  ?  Men  say  he  is  pre*eminent]y  handsome/* 

**  There  is  no  chance  of  our  meeting,  my  lord," 
said  Edith. 

<<  By  Saint  Creorge,  but  there  is  next  to  a  cer* 
tainty  of  it,**  said  the  King ;  "  for  Saladin  will 
doubtless  afford  us  a  free  field  for  the  doing  of  this 
new  battle  of  the  Standard,  and  will  witness  it  him 
self.  Berengaria  is  wild  to  behold  it  also,  and  I 
dare  be  sworn  not  a  feather  of  you,  her  companions 
and  attendants,  will  remain  behind — ^least  of  all  thoa 
thyself,  fair  coz.  But  come,  we  have  reached  the 
pavilion,  and  must  part — ^not  in  unkindness  though 
— ^nay,  thou  must  seal  it  with  thy  lip  as  well  as  thy 
hand,  sweet  Edith — it  is  my  right  as  a  sovereign 
to  kiss  my  pretty  vassals." 

He  embraced  her  respectfully  and  affectionately, 
and  returned  through  the  moonlight  camp,  hum- 
ming to  himself  such  snatches  of  Blondel's  lay  am 
he  could  recollect. 

On  his  arrival,  he  lost  no  time  in  making  up  his 
dispatches  for  Saladin,  and  delivered  them  to  the 
Nubian,  with  a  charge  to  set  out  by  peep  of  day  on 
bis  return  to  the  Soldan. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TALE  IK      THE  TALISMAN*  44)7 


CHAPTER  XXVIL 

W«  heard  the  Tecbir,— w  these  Arabs  call 
Iheir  shout  of  onset,  wheoj  with  loud  acclaim, 
They  challenge  hearen  to  give  them  victory. 

Siege  qfl)ama$cua» 

On  die  subsequent  morning,  Richard  was  inri« 
ted  to  axonference  by  Philip  of  France,  in  which 
the  latter,  with  many  expressions  of  his  high  esteem 
for  his  brother  of  England,  communicated  to  him, 
in  terms  extremely  courteous,  but  too  explicit  to 
be  misunderstood,  his  positive  intention  to  return  to 
Europe,  and  to  the  cares  of  his  kingdom,  as  entirely 
despairing  of  future  success  in  their  undertaking, 
with  their  diminished  forces  and  civil  discords.  Rich- 
ard remonstrated,  but  in  vain ;  and  when  the  con- 
ference ended,  he  received  without  surprise  a  ma- 
nifesto from  the  Duke  of  Austria,  and  several  other 
princes,  announcing  a  resolution  similar  to  that  of 
Philip,  and  in  no  modified  terms,  assigning,  for 
their  defection  from  the  cause  of  the  Cross,  the  in- 
ordinate ambition  and  arbitrary  domination  of  Rich- 
ard of  England.  All  hopes  of  continuing  the  war 
with  any  prospect  of  ultimate  success,  were  now 
abandoned,  and  Richard,  while  he  shed  bitter  tears 
over  his  disappointed  hopes  of  glory,  was  little  con- 
soled, by  the  recollection,  that  the  failure  was  in 
Home  degree  to  be  imputed  to  the  advantages  which 
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he  had  given  his  enemies  by  his  own  hasljr  and  tm* 
prudent  temper, 

<<  They  had  not  dared  to  have  deserted  my  iather 
thus,"  he  said  to  De  Vanx,  in  the  bitterness  of  his 
resentment. — *^  No  slanders  they  oould  have  utter- 
ed against  so  wise  a  king  wonid  have  been  believed 
in  Christendom;  whereas,— fool  that  I  am ! — I  have 
not  only  afforded  them  a  pretext  for  deserting  me, 
bat  even  a  colour  for  casting  all  the  Uame  of  the 
rupture  upon  my  unhappy  foibles." 

These  thoughts  were  so  deeply  galling  to  the 
Kingy  thai  De  Vaux  was  rojoteed  when  the  anival 
of  aa  ambassador  from  Saladin  turned  his  rdieotioni 
into  a  different  channeL 

This  new  envoy  was  an  Emir  much  respected  hy 
the  Soldan,  whose  name  was  AbdaUak  el  Hadgi. 
He  derived  his  descent  from  the^  fiunily  c^  ^e  Pro* 
phety  and  the  race  or  tribe  of  Hashem,  in  witness 
of  which  genealogy  he  wore  a  green  turban  of  large 
dimensions*  He  had  also  three  times  perfemied 
the  journey  to  Mecca,  from  which  he  derived  his 
epithet  of  EU  Hadgi,  or  the  Pilgrinw  Notwkh* 
standii^  these  vanous  pretensions  to  sanotky,  Ab« 
dallah  was  (for  an  Arab)  a  boon  caompenioa,  who 
enjoyed  a  merry  tale,  and  laid  aside  his  gravity  so 
£uf  as  to  quaff  a  blithe  flagon,  when  secrecy  ensured 
him  against  scandal.  He  was  likewise  a  Btntesiani 
whose  abilities  had  been  used  by  Saladin  in  various 
negotiations  with  the  Chnstian  Priaces,  aad  par« 
ticnlarly  with  Richard,  to  whoa  El  Hadgi  wae 
personally  known  and  acceptable.  Animated  by 
the  cheeiful  acquiescence  with  whidi  the  envoy  i^ 
SaUdin  afforded  a  fair  field  ftr  the  oonbiiti  a  sate 
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eondiiet  for  all  who  might  choose  to  witness  it,  and 
offered  his  own  person  as  a  guarantee  of  his  fidelitf^ 
Richard  soon  forgot  his  disappointed  hopes,  and  the 
approaching  dissolution  of  the  Christian  league,  in 
the  interesting  discussions  preceding  a  combat  in 
the  lists. 

The  station,  called  the  Diamond  of  the  Desert, 
was  assigned  for  the  place  of  conflict,  as  being  near- 
ly at  an  equal  distance  betwixt  the  Christian  and 
Saracen  camps.  It  was  agreed  that  Conrade  of 
Montserrat,  the  defendant,  with  his  godfathers,  the 
Archduke  of  Austria  and  the  Grand  Master  of  th^ 
Templars,  should  appear  there  on  the  day  fixed  for 
the  combat,  with  an  hundred  armed  followers,  and 
no  more ;  that  Richard  of  England,  and  his  brother 
Salisbury,  who  supported  the  accusation,  should 
attend  with  the  same  number,  to  protect  lus  cham- 
pion ;  and  that  the  Soldan  should  bring  with  him 
a  g^uard  of  fire  hundred  chosen  followers,  a  band 
considered  as  not  more  than  equal  to  the  two  hun* 
dred  Christian  lances.  Such  persons  of  considera- 
tion as  either  party  chose  to  ipvite  to  witness  the 
contest,  were  to  wear  no  other  weapons  than  their 
swords,  and  to  come  without  defensive  armour. 
The  Soldan  undertook  the  preparation  of  the  lists^ 
and  to  provide  accommodations  and  refreshments  of 
erery  kind  for  all  who  were  to  assist  at  the  solem- 
nity ;  and  his  letters  expresseds  with  much  courtesy, 
the  pleasure  which  he  anticipated  in  the  prospect  of 
a  personal  and  peaceful  meeting  with  the  Melech 
Ric,  and  his  anxious  desire  to  render  his  reception 
as  agreeable  as  possible. 

All  preliminaries  being  arranged,  and  comm«ni<F 
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cmted  to  the  defendant  and  his  godfathers,  Abdallafi 
the  Hadgi  was  admitted  to  a  more  priyate  interview, 
where  he  heard  with  delight  the  strains  of  Blondel 
Having  first  carefully  put  hu  green  turban  out  of 
sight,  and  assumed  a  Greek  cap  in  its  stead,  he  re- 
quited the  Norman  minstrel's  music  with  a  drinJdng 
song  from  the  Persian,  and  quaffed  a  hearty  flagon 
of  Cyprus  wine,  to  show  that  his  practice  matched 
his  principles.  On  the  next  day,  grave  and  sober 
as  the  water-drinker  Mirglip,  he  bent  his  brow  to 
the  ground  before  Saladin's  footstool,  and  rendered 
to  the  Soldan  an  account  of  his  embassy. 

On  the  day  before  that  appointed  for  the  combat, 
Conrade  and  his  friends  set  off  by  daybreak  to  re- 
pair to  the  place  assigned,  and  Richard  left  the 
camp  at  the  same  hour,  and  for  the  same  purpose ; 
but,  as  had  been  agreed  upon,  he  took  his  journey 
by  a  different  route,  a  precaution  which  had  been 
judged  necessary,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  a 
quarrel  betwixt  their  armed  attendants. 

The  good  King  himself  was  in  no  humour  for 
quarrelling  with  any  one.  Nothing  could  have  add- 
ed to  his  pleasurable  anticipations  of  a  desperate 
and  bloody  combat  in  the  lists,  except  his  being  in 
his  own  royal  person  one  of  the  combatants ;  and 
he  was  half  in  charity  again  even  with  Conrade  oi 
Montserrat.  Lightly  armed,  richly  dressed,  and  gay 
as  a  bridegroom  on  the  eve  of  his  nuptials,  Richard 
caracoled  along  by  the  side  of  Queen  Berengaria's 
litter,  pointing  out  to  her  the  various  scenes  throagb 
which  they  passed,  and  cheering  with  tale  and  song 
the  bosom  of  the  inhospitable  wilderness.  The  for- 
mer route  of  the  Qaeen'9  pilgrimage  to  Engaddi 
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had  been  on  the  other  gide  of  the  chain  of  monh- 
tAing,  80  that  the  kdies  were  strangers  to  the  scenery 
of  the  desert ;  and  though  Bereng^ria  knew  her 
husband's  disposition  too  well  not  to  endeav-oor  to 
seem  interested  in  what  he  was  pleased  either  to 
say  or  to  sing,  she  could  not  help  indulging  some 
female  fears  when  she  found  herself  in  the  howling 
wilderness  with  so  small  an  escort,  which  seemed 
almost  like  a  moving  speck  on  the  bosom  of  the 
plain,  and  knew,  at  the  same  time,  they  were  not 
so  distant  from  the  camp  of  Saladin  but  what  they 
might  be  in  a  moment  surprised  and  swept  off  by 
an  overpowering  host  of  his  fiery-footed  cavalry, 
should  the  Pagan  be  faithless  enough  to  embrace  an 
opportunity  thus  tempting.  But  when  she  hinted 
these  suspicions  to  Richard,  he  repelled  them  with 
displeasure  and  disdain.  <<  It  were  worse  than  in- 
gratitude," he  said.  **  to  doubt  the  good  faith  of  the 
generous  Soldan." 

Yet  the  same  doubts  and  fears  recurred  more  than 
once,  not  to  the  timid  mind  of  the  Queen  alone, 
but  to  the  firmer  and  more  candid  soul  of  Edith 
Plantagenet,  who  had  no  such  confidence  in  the  faith 
of  the  Moslem  as  to  render  her  perfectly  at  ease 
when  so  much  in  their  power ;  and  her  surprise  had 
been  fiar  less  than  her  terror,  if  the  desert  around 
had  suddenly  resounded  with  the  shout  of  Alia  hu ! 
and  a  band  of  Arab  cavalry  had  pounced  on  them 
like  vultures  on  their  prey.  Nor  were  these  sus- 
picions lessened,  when,  as  evening  approached,  they 
were  aware  of  a  single  Arab  horseman,  distinguish^ 
ed  by  his  turban  and  long  lance,  hovering  on  the 
edge  of  a  small  eminence  like  a  hawk  poised  in  the 
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air,  and  who  iuitaDtly,  on  the  app«anuiee  of  Um 
royal  retinue,  darted  ofiF  with  the  speed  oi  the  same 
bird,  when  it  shoots  down  the  wind  and  dkappears 
from  the  horizon. 

<<  We  must  be  near  the  station,"  said  EAng 
Richard ;  <^  vid  yonder  cavalier  is  one  of  SaladiB's 
outposts — methinks  I  hear  the  noise  of  the  Macrish 
horns  and  cymbals.  Gret  you  into  order,  mj  hearts, 
and  form  yourselves  around  the  ladies  soldiertiktt 
and  firmly." 

As  he  spoke,  eadi  knigl^  Sfvire,  and  ardier, 
hastily  closed  in  upon  his  ^pointed  ground,  and 
they  proceeded  in  the  most  compact  cutler,  whi^ 
made  their  numbers  i^pear  still  smaUer;  and  to  say 
the  truth,  though  there  might  be  no  fear,  th^re  was 
anxiety  as  wdl  as  curiosity  in  the  attention  wkh 
which  ihey  listened  to  the  wild  bursts  of  Moorish 
music,  which  came  ever  and  anon  more  di^incdy 
from  the  quarter  in  which  the  Arab  horseman  had 
been  seen  to  disappear. 

De  Vaux  spoke  in  a  whisper  to  the  King^ 
»  Were  it  not  weU,  my  liege,  to  send  a  page  to  the 
t(^  of  that  sand-bank  ?  Or  would  it  stand  with 
your  pleasure  that  I  prick  forward  ?  Methinks,  by 
all  yonder  dash  and  clang,  if  there  be  no  more  tkm 
five  hundred  men  beyond  the  sand-hills,  half  of  ^ 
Soldan's  retinue  must  be  drummers  and  cymbalo 
tossers. — Shall  I  spur  on?" 

The  baron  had  checked  his  horse  with  the  Ut, 
and  was  just  about  to  strike  him  with  the  qmrs, 
when  the  King  exclaimed — ^^  Net  for  the  weild. 
JSuch  a  caution  would  egress  suspicion,  and  could 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TALE  II.      THE  TALISMAN.  44S 

do  Htde  to  preTefit  wurprise,  which,  howerer,  I 
teppr^end  noU" 

They  adyanced  aocor^ngly  in  dose  and  firm  or« 
fler  till  they  surmounted  the  line  of  low  sand-hiUi, 
and  came  in  sight  of  the  appointed  station,  when  » 
splendid,  hut  at  the  same  time  a  startling  spectacle, 
awaited  them. 

The  DiaBMmd  ai  the  Desert,  so  lately  a  solitary 
fouMnin,  dktingnished  only  amid  the  waste  by  so« 
litary  groups  of  palm-trees,  was  now  the  centre  ol 
an  Muampment,  the  embroidered  flags  and  gilded 
ornaments  of  which  glittered  Dbut  and  wide,  and  re« 
fleeted  a  thousand  rich  tints  agaii»t  the  setting  sun. 
Hie  eoTeriBgs  of  the  large  pavilions  were  of  the 
gayest  colours,  scarlet,  bright  y^low,  pale  Uue,  and 
other  gaudy  and  gleaming  hues,  and  the  tops  oit 
th^F  pillars,  or  tent*poles,  were  decorated  with 
golden  pmnegranates,  and  small  silken  flags.  But, 
besides  these  distinguished  pavilions,  there  were, 
nHiat  Thomas  de  Vaux  considered  as  a  portentous 
number  of  the  ordinary  black  tents  of  the  Arabs, 
l»eiiig  sufficient,  as  he  conceived,  to  accommodate, 
according  to  the  Eastern  ^hion,  a  host  of  five 
thousand  men.  A  number  <^  Arabs  and  Gurda^ 
fuUy  corresponding  to  the  extent  of  the  encamp- 
ment, wwe  hastily  assemUing,  each  leading  his 
homo  in  his  hand,  and  their  muster  was  aecompa* 
nied  by  an  astonishing  damour  of  their  noisy  in* 
strnments  of  martial  music,  by  which,  in  all  ages, 
the  warfare  of  the  Arabs  has  been  animated. 

They  so<mi  formed  a  deep  and  confused  mass  of 
dismounted  cavalry  in  iront  of  their  encampment, 
when,  at  the  signal  of  a  shrill  ory,  which  arose  high 
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oyer  the  clangour  of  the  music,  each  cavalier  sprang 
to  his  saddle.  A  doud  of  dust  arising  at  the  mo- 
ment of  this  manoeuvre,  hid  from  Richard  and  his 
attendants  the  camp,  the  palm-trees,  and  the  dis- 
tant ridge  of  mountains,  as  well  as  the  troops  whose 
sudden  movement  had  nused  the  doud,  and  ascend- 
ing high  over  their  heads,  formed  itself  into  the 
fantastic  forms  of  writhed  pillars,  domes,  and  nuna- 
rets.  Another  shrill  yell  was  heard  from  the  bosom 
of  this  doudy  tabernacle.  It  was  the  signal  for  the 
cavalry  to  advance,  which  lliey  did  at  full  gaUop, 
disposing  themselves  as  they  came  forward,  so  as 
to  come  in  at  once  on  the  frcmt,  flanks,  and  rear,  of 
Richard's  little  body-guard,  who  were  thus  sur- 
rounded, and  almost  choked  by  the  dense  douds  of 
dust  enveloping  them  on  each  side,  through  which 
were  seen  alternately,  and  lost,  the  grim  forms  and 
wild  faces  of  the  Saracens,  brandishing  and  tossing 
their  lances  in  every  possible  direction,  with  the 
wildest  cries  and  halloos,  and  frequently  only  rein* 
ing  up  their  horses  when  within  a  spear's  length  of 
the  Christians,  while  those  in  the  rear  discharged 
over  the  heads  of  both  parties  thick  volleys  of 
arrows.  One  of  these  struck  the  litter  in  which  the 
Queen  was  seated,  who  loudly  screamed,  and  the 
red  spot  was  on  Richard's  brow  in  an  instant. 

<<  Ha  I  Saint  George,**  he  exclaimed,  **  we  must 
take  some  order  with  this  infidel  scum  !** 

But  Edith,  whose  litter  was  near,  thrust  her 
head  out,  and  with  her  hand  holding  one  of  ths 
shafts,  exdaimed,  "  Royal  Richard,  beware  what 
you  do !  see,  these  arrows  are  headless  I" 

<<  Noble^  sensible  wench  I"  exdaimed  Richard; 
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^  by  Heaven,  thou  shamest  us  all  by  thy  readinesii 
of  thought  and  eye. — Be  not  moved,  my  English 
hearts,"  he  exclaimed  to  his  followers — '*  their 
arrows  have  no  heads — and  their  spears,  too,  lack 
the  steel  points.  It  is  but  a  wild  welcome,  after 
their  savage  iashion,  thoagh  doubtless  they  would 
rejoice  to  see  us  daunted  or  disturbed.  Move  on- 
ward, slow  and  steady." 

The  little  phalanx  moved  forward  accordingly, 
accompanied  on  all  sides  by  the  Arabs,  with  the 
shrillest  and  most  piercing  cries,  the  bowmen, 
meanwhile,  displaying  their  agility  by  shooting  as 
near  the  crests  of  the  Christians  as  was  possible, 
without  actually  hitting  them,  while  the  lancers 
charged  each  other  with  such  rude  blows  of  their 
blunt  weapons,  that  mor«»  than  one  of  them  lost  his 
saddle,  and  wellnigh  his  life,  in  this  rough  sport. 
All  this,  though  designed  to  express  welcome,  had 
rather  a  doubtful  appearance  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Europeans. 

As  they  had  advanced  nearly  halfway  towards 
the  camp,  King  Richard  and  his  suite  forming,  as 
it  were,  the  nucleus  round  which  this  tumultuary 
body  of  horsemen  howled,  whooped,  skirmished, 
and  galloped,  creating  a  scene  of  indescribable  con- 
fusion, another  shrill  cry  was  heard,  on  which  all 
these  irregpolars,  who  were  on  the  front  and  upon 
the  flanks  of  tne  little  body  of  Europeans,  wheeled 
off,  and  forming  themselves  into  a  long  and  deep 
column,  followed  with  comparative  order  and  si- 
lence in  the  rear  of  Richard's  troop.  The  du«t 
began  now  to  dissipate  in  their  front,  when  there 
advanced  to  meet  them,  through  that  cloudy  veilr 
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a  body  of  cavahy  of  a  different  and  more  re^Tar 
description,conipletely  armed  with  offensive  and  de- 
fensive weapons,  and  who  might  well  have  served  as 
a  body-guard  to  the  proudest  of  Eastern  monarchs. 
This  splendid  troop  consisted  of  ^tve  hundred  men, 
and  each  horse  which  it  contained  was  worth  an 
earl's  ransom.  The  riders  were  Georgian  and  Cir- 
cassian slaves  in  the  very  prime  of  life  ;  their  hel- 
mets and  hauberks  were  formed  of  steel  rings,  so 
bright  that  they  shone  like  silver ;  their  vestures 
were  of  the  gayest  colours,  and  some  of  cloth  of 
gold  or  silver;  the  sashes  were  twisted  with  silk 
and  gold,  their  rich  turbans  were  plumed  and  jewel- 
led^ and  their  sabres  and  poniards,  of  Damascene 
steel,  were  adorned  with  gold  and  gems  on  hilt  and 
scabbard. 

This  splendid  array  advanced  to  the  sonnd  of 
military  music,  and  when  they  met  the  Christian 
body,  they  opened  their  files  to  the  right  and  left? 
and  let  them  enter  between  their  ranks.  Richard 
now  assumed  the  feremost  place  in  his  troop,  aware 
that  Saladin  himself  was  approaching.  Nor  was 
it  long  when,  in  the  centre  of  his  body-guard,  sur- 
rounded by  his  domestic  officers,  and  those  hideous 
negroes  who  guard  the  Eastern  haram,  and  whose 
mishapen  forms  were  rendered  yet  more  frightful 
by  the  richness  of  their  attire,  came  the  Soldan, 
with  the  look  and  manners  of  one  on  whose  brow 
Nature  had  written.  This  is  a  King  1  In  his  snow- 
white  turban,  vest,  and  wide  Eastern  trowsers,  wear- 
ing a  sash  of  scarlet  silk,  without  Any  other  orna- 
ment, Saladin  might  have  seemed  the  plainest  dress- 
ed man  in  his  own  guard.    But  closer  inspection 
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diicmied  in  his  turban  that  inestimable  gem,  which 
was  called  by  the  poets,  the  Sea  of  Light ;  the  dia- 
mond on  which  his  signet  was  engraved,  and  which 
he  wore  n  a  ring,  was  probably  worth  all  the  jewels 
of  the  Ekiglish  crown,  and  a  sapphire,  which  ter« 
minated  the  hilt  of  his  canjiar,  was  of  not  much 
inferior  yalue.  It  should  be  added,  that  to  protect 
him  from  the  dnst,  which,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Dead  Sea,  resembles  the  finest  ashes,  or,  perhaps, 
out  of  Oriental  pride,  the  Soldan  wore  a  sort  of 
veil  attached  to  his  tnrban,  which  partly  obscured 
the  view  of  his  noble  features.  He  rode  a  milk- 
white  Arabian,  which  bore  him  as  if  conscious  and 
proud  of  his  noble  burden. 

There  was  no  need  of  farther  introduction.  The 
two  heroic  monarchs,  for  such  they  both  were,  threw 
^hemsdres  at  once  from  horseback,  and  the  troops 
halting  and  the  music  suddenly  ceasing,  they  ad* 
Tanced  to  meet  each  other  in  profound  silence,  and, 
after  a  courteous  inclination  on  either  side,  they 
embraced  as  brethren  and  equals.  The  pomp  and 
display  upon  both  sides  attracted  no  farther  notice 
— no  one  saw  aught  save  Richard  and  Saladin,  and 
tlMy  too  beheld  nothing  but  each  other.  The  looks 
with  which  Richard  surveyed  Saladin,  were,  how- 
ever, more  intently  curious  than  those  which  the 
Soldan  fixed  upon  him ;  and  the  Soldan  also  was 
the  first  to  break  silence. 

<«  The  Melech  Ric  is  welcome  to  Saladin  as  water 
to  this  desert.  I  trust  he  hath  no  distrust  of  this 
numerous  array.  Excepting  the  armed  slaves  of 
my  household,  those  who  surround  you  with  eyes 
of  wonder  and  of  wdoome,  are,  even  the  humblest 
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of  them,  the  pririleged  nobles  of  my  thousand  tribes, 
for  who  that  could  claim  a  title  to  be  present,  would 
remain  at  home  when  such  a  Prince  was  to  be  seen 
as  Richard,  with  the  terrors  of  whose  name,  even 
on  the  sands  of  Yemen,  the  nurse  stills  her  child, 
and  the  free  Arab  subdues  his  retitive  steed  I" 

'<  And  these  are  all  nobles  of  Araby  ?"  said  Rich- 
ard,  looking  around  on  wild  forms  with  their  per- 
sons covered  with  haicks,  their  countenance  swart 
with  the  sunbeams,  their  teeth  as  white  as  ivory, 
their  black  eyes  glancing  with  fierce  and  preterna- 
tural lustre  from  under  the  shade  of  their  turbans, 
and  their  dress  being  in  general  simple,  evea  to 
meanness. 

**  They  claim  such  rank,"  said  Saladin ;  **  but 
though  numerous,  they  are  within  the  conditions 
of  the  treaty,  and  bear  no  arms  but  the  sabre- 
even  the  iron  of  their  lances  is  left  behind." 

*<  I  fear,"  muttered  De  Vaux  in  English,  <<  they 
have  left  them  where  they  can  be  soon  found.-~A 
most  flourishing  House  of  Peers,  I  confess,  and 
would  find  Westminster-Hall  something  too  nar- 
row for  them." 

<<  Hush,  De  Vaux,"  said  Richard, ''  I  conomand 
thee. — pNoble  Saladin,"  he  said,  <<  suspicion  and 
thou  cannot  exist  on  the  same  ground — See'st 
thou,"  pointing  to  the  litters — ^*  I  too  have  brought 
some  <jiampions  with  me,  though  armed,  perhaps, 
in  breach  of  agreement,  for  bright  eyes  and  fair 
features  are  weapons  which  cannot  be  left  behind.** 

The  Soldan,  turning  to  the  litters,  made  an 
obeisance  as  lowly  as  if  looking  towards  Mecca, 
mkd  kissed  the  sand  in  token  of  respect. 
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<<  Nay,'  said  Richard,*— .«  they  will  not  fear  a 
dosier  enconnter,  brother ;  wilt  thoa  not  ride  to- 
wards their  litters,  and  the  cnrtains  will  be  pr«« 
gently  withdrawn  ?" 

<<  That  may  Allah  prohibit  I"  sud  Saladin,  **  since 
not  an  Arab  lookd  on  who  wonld  not  think  it  shame 
^  to  the  noble  ladies  to  be  seen  with  their  fiioes  un- 
covered." 

**  Then  shaltsee  them,  then,  in  private,  brother," 
answered  Richard. 

*^  To  what  purpose  ?"  answered  Saladin,  mourn- 
fully. <<  Thy  last  letter  was,  to  the  hopes  whieh 
1  had  entertained,  like  water  to  fire ;  and  where- 
fore should  I  again  light  a  flame,  which  may  in- 
deed consume,  but  cannot  cheer  me? — But  wilt 
not  my  brother  pass  to  the  tent  which  his  servant 
hath  prepared  for  him  ?  My  principal  black  slave 
hath  taken  order  for  the  reception  of  the  Princesses 
— llie  officers  of  my  household  will  attend  your  fol- 
loMrers,  and  ourself  will  be  ^be  chamberlain  of  the 
royal  Richard." 

He  led  the  way  accordingly  to  a  splendid  pavi- 
lion, where  was  every  thing  that  royal  luiniry  could 
devise.  De  Vaux,  who  was  in  attendance,  then 
removed  the  chappe,  (oapOf)  or  long  riding-doak 
which  Richard  wore,  and  he  stood  before  Saladin 
in  the  dose  dress  which  showed  to  advantage  the 
strength  and  symmetry  of  his  person,  whUe  it  bore 
a  strong  contrast  to  the  flowing  robes  which  dis- 
guised the  thin  frame  of  the  Eastern  monarch.  It 
was  Richard's  two-handed  sword  that  chiefly  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  Saracen,  a  broad  straight 
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Uade»  the  seemingljr  QDwieldy  length  <^  wludi  ex- 
tended w^nigh  from  the  thonlder  to  the  heel  of 
the  weerer. 

<<  Had  I  noC  ssid  Saladin,  <<  seen  this  hrand 
ieaung  in  the  front  of  battle,  like  that  of  Azrael^ 
I  had  scarce  believed  that  human  arm  could  wield 
tt.  Might  I  request  to  see  the  Melech  Ric  strike 
•ae  blow  with  it  in  peace,  and  in  pore  trial  of 
strength?" 

«  Willingly,  noble  Saladin,**  answered  Richard; 
and  looking  around  for  something  whereon  to  ex- 
erase  his  strength,  he  saw  a  steel  mace,  held  bf 
one  of  the  attendants,  the  handle  being  of  the  same 
metal,  and  about  an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter— 
this  he  placed  on  a  Uock  of  wood. 

The  anxiety  of  De  Vaux  for  his  master's  honour 
led  him  to  whisper  in  English — <<  For  the  blessed 
Virgin's  sake,  beware  what  you  attempt,  my  liege  I 
Your  full  strength  is  not  as  yet  returned — give  no 
triumph  to  the  infidel.** 

**  Peace,  fool !"  sud  Richard,  standing  firm  on 
his  ground,  and  easting  a  fierce  glance  around— 
<*  thinkeet  thou  that  I  can  fail  in  his  presence?'* 

The  glittering  broadsword,  winded  by  both  his 
hands,  rose  aloft  to  the  King's  left  shoulder,  circled 
round  his  head,  descended  with  the  sway  of  some 
terrific  engine,  and  the  bar  of  iron  rolled  on  the 
ground  in  two  pieces,  as  a  woodsman  would  sever 
a  sapling  with  a  hedging-bill. 

**.  By  the  head  of  the  Prophet,  a  most  wonderful 
blow  I"  said  the  Soldan,  critically  and  accurately 
examining  the  iron  bar  which  had  been  cut  asun- 
der ;  and  the  Uade  of  the  sword  was  so  well  tem- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TALE  II*      THE  TALISMAN.  451 

pered  as  to  exhibit  not  the  least  token  of  haying 
•ufiered  by  the  feat  it  had  performed.  He  then 
took  the  King's  hand,  and  looking  on  the  sise  and 
mnscolar  strength  which  it  exhibited,  laoghed  as 
he  placed  it  beside  his  own,  so  lank  and  thin,  so 
inferior  in  brawn  and  sinew. 

<<  Ay,  look  well,"  said  De  Vanx,  in  English,  « it 
will  be  long  ere  yonr  long  jadcanape's  fingers  do 
Mich  a  feat  with  yonr  fine  gilded  reaping-hook 
there." 

"  Silence,  De  Vanx,-  said  Richard;  «  by  Our 
Lady,  he  understands  or  guesses  thy  meanings— be 
not  so  broad,  I  pray  thee.^ 

The  Soldan,  indeed,  presendy  said — **  Something 
I  would  fain  attempt — though,  wherefore  should 
the  weak  show  their  inferiority  in  presence  of  the 
strong?  Yet,  each  land  hath  its  own  exercises,  and 
this  may  be  new  to  the  Melech  Ric"— So  saying, 
he  took  from  the  floor  a  cushion  of  silk  and  down, 
and  placed  it  upright  on  one  end. — "  Can  thy  wea- 
pon, my  brother,  se^er  that  cushion  ?"  he  said  to 
King  Richard. 

"  No,  surely,"  replied  the  King ;  "  no  sword  on 
earth,  were  it  the  Excalibar  of  King  Arthur,  can 
cut  that  which  opposes  no  steady  renstaace  to  the 
blow." 

<<  Mark,  then,"  said  Saladin  ;  and  tucking  up  the 
sleeve  of  his  gown,  showed  his  arm,  thin  indeed  and 
spare,  but  which  constant  exercise  had  hardened 
into  a  mass  consisting  of  nought  but  bone,  brawn, 
and  sinew.  He  unsheathed  his  scimitar,  a  cunred 
and  narrow  blade,  which  glittered  not  like  the 
swords  of  the  Franks,  but  was,  on  the  contrary,  of 
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a  dull  blue  ooloiiry  marked  with  tea  millioDS  of 
meandering  lines,  wluch  showed  how  anxiously  the 
metal  had  been  wdded  by  the  armoorer.  Wielcting 
this  wei^Nm,  apparently  so  inefficient  when  com- 
pared to  that  of  Richard,  the  Soldan  stood  resting 
his  weight  npon  his  left  foot,  which  was  slightly 
advanced ;  he  balanced  himself  a  little  as  if  to  steady 
his  aim,  then  stepping  at  once  forward,  drew  the 
scimitar  across  the  cushion,  applying  the  edge  so 
dexterously,  and  with  so  little  apparent  effmrt,  that 
the  cushion  seemed  rather  to  fall  asunder  than  to 
be  divided  by  violence. 

<<  It  is  a  juggler's  trick,"  said  De  Yanx,  darting 
forward  and  snatching  up  the  portion  of  the  cushion 
which  had  been  cut  o£F,  as  if  to  assure  lumself  of  the 
reality  of  the  feat, — **  there  is  gramarye  in  this." 

The  Soldan  seemed  to  comprehend  him,  for  he 
undid  the  sort  of  veil  which  he  had  hitherto  worn, 
laid  it  double  along  the  edge  of  his  sabre,  extended 
the  weapon  edgeways  in  the  air,  and  drawing  it 
suddenly  through  the  veil,  although  it  hung  on  the 
blade  entirely  loose,  severed  that  also  into  two  parts, 
which  floated  to  difPerent  sides  of  the  tent,  equally 
displaying  the  extreme  temper  and  sharpness  of 
the  weapon,  and  the  exquisite  dexterity  of  him  who 
used  it. 

<<  Now,  in  good  ^EUth,  my  brother,"  said  Rich- 
ard, '<  thou  art  even  matchless  at  the  trick  of  the 
sword,  and  right  perilous  were  it  to  meet  thee! 
Still,  however,  I  put  some  faith  in  a  downright 
English  blow,  and  what  we  cannot  do  by  sleight, 
we  eke  out  by  strength.  Nevertheless,  in  truth 
thou  art  as  expert  in  mflicting  wounds,  as  my  lage 
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Hakhn  in  caring  them.  I  trust  I  shall  see  the 
learned  leech — I  have  moch  to  thank  him  for,  and 
had  htonght  some  small  present/' 

As  he  spoke,  Saladin  exchanged  his  turhan  for 
a  Tartar  cap.  He  had  no  sooner  done  so,  than  De 
Vaux  opened  at  once  his  extended  mouth  and  his 
large  round  eyes,  and  Richard  gazed  with  scarce 
less  astonishment,  while  the  Soldan  spoke  in  a 
grave  and  altered  voice :  <<  The  sick  man,  sayeth 
the  poet,  while  he  is  yet  infirm,  knoweth  the  phy- 
sician hy  his  step ;  but  when  he  is  recovered,  he 
knoweth  not  even  his  face  when  he  looks  upon  him/' 

^<  A  miracle  ! — a  miracle  !"  exclaimed  Richard. 

"  Of  Mahound's  working,  doubtless,"  said  Tho 
mas  de  Vaux. 

"  That  I  should  lose  my  learned  Hakim,*'  said 
Richard,  **  merely  by  absence  of  his  cap  and  robe, 
and  that  I  should  find  him  again  in  my  royal  bro- 
ther Saladm  I" 

"  Such  is  oft  the  fashion  of  the  world,"  answered 
the  Soldan ;  "  the  tattered  robe  makes  not  always 
the  derviscL*^ 

<^  And  it  was  through  thy  intercession,"  said 
Richard,  "  that  yonder  Knight  of  the  Leopard 
was  saved  from  death — and  by  thy  artifice  that  he 
revisited  my  camp  in  disguise  ?" 

<<  Even  so,"  replied  Saladin ;  **  I  was  physician 
enough  to  know,  that  unless  the  wounds  of  his 
bleeding  honour  were  stanched,  the  days  of  his 
life  must  be  few.  His  disguise  was  more  easily 
penetrated  than  I  had  expected  from  the  success 
of  my  own." 

«  An  accident,"  said  King  Richard,  (probably 
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alluding  to  the  circamstance  of  his  applying  his 
lips  to  the  wound  of  the  supposed  Nubian,)  <<  let 
me  first  know  that  his  skin  was  artificially  disco* 
loured ;  and  that  hint  once  taken,  detection  became 
easy,  for  his  form  and  person  are  not  to  be  forgot- 
ten. I  confidently  expect  that  he  will  do  battle  on 
the  morrow." 

<<  He  is  full  in  preparation,  and  high  in  hope," 
said  the  Soldan^  <<  I  h&ve  furnished  him  with 
weapons  and  horse,  thinking  nobly  of  him  fr(Hn 
what  I  have  seen  under  yarious  disguises." 

<^  Ejiows  he  now,"  said  Richard,  <<  to  whom  he 
lies  under  obligation  ?" 

"  He  doth,"  replied  the  Saracen — ^  I  was  obliged 
to  confess  my  person  when  I  unfolded  my  purpose." 

*^  And  confessed  he  aught  to  y6u  ?"  said  the 
Sang  of  England. 

«  Nothing  explicit,"  replied  the  Soldan ;  **  bat 
from  much  that  passed  between  us,  I  conceire  his 
love  is  too  highly  placed  to  be  happy  in  its  issue." 

<<  And  thou  knowest,  that  his  dajnng  and  insolent 
passion  crossed  thine  own  wishes?"  said  Ridiard. 

<<  I  might  guess  so  much,"  said  Saladin ;  <<  but 
his  passion  had  existed  ere  my  wishes  had  been 
formed^-and,  I  must  now  add,  is  likely  to  sur- 
vive them.  I  cannot,  in  honour,  revenge  me  for 
my  disappointment  on  him  who  had  no  hand  in  it. 
Or,  if  litis  high-bom  dame  loved  him  better  than 
myself,  who  can  say  that  she  did  not  justice  to  a 
knight,  of  her  own  religion,  who  is  full  of  noble- 
ness ?" 

<<  Yet  of  too  mean  lineage  to  mix  with  the  blood 
of  Plantagenet,"  said  Richard,  haughtily. 
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<  Such  may  be  your  maxims  in  Frangistan/* 
replied  the  Soldan.  <<  Our  poets  of  the  Ejasteni 
oountries  say^  that  a  yaliant  camel-driver  is  worthy 
to  kiss  the  lip  of  a  fair  Queen,  when  a  cowardly 
prince  is  not  worthy  to  salute  the  hem  of  her  gar- 
ment.— But  with  your  permission,  noble  brother, 
I  must  take  leave  of  thee  for  the  present,  to  receive 
the  Duke  of  Austria  and  yonder  Nazarene  knight, 
much  less  worthy  of  hospitality,  but  who  must  yet 
be  suitably  entreated,  not  for  their  sakes,  but  for 
mine  own  honour — ^for  what  saith  the  sage  Lokman? 
*  Say  not  that  the  food  is  lost  unto  thee  which  is 
given  to  the  stranger — for  if  his  body  be  strength- 
ened and  fattened  therewithal,  not  less  is  thine 
own  worship  and  good  name  cherished  and  aug- 
mented.* " 

The  Saracen  Monarch  departed  from  King  Rich- 
ard's tent,  and  having  indicated  to  him,  rather  with 
signs  than  with  speech,  where  the  pavilion  of  the 
Queen  and  her  attendants  was  pitched,  he  went  to 
receive  the  Marquis  of  Montserrat  and  his  attend- 
ants, for  whom,  with  less  good-will,  but  with  equal 
splendour,  the  magnificent  Soldan  had  {provided 
accommodations.  The  most  ample  refreshments, 
both  in  the  Oriental,  and  after  the  European 
fashion,  were  spread  before  the  royal  and  princely 
guests  of  Saladin,  each  in  their  own  separate  pavi 
lion  ;  and  so  attentive  was  the  Soldan  to  the  habits 
and  taste  of  his  visitors,  that  Grecian  slaves  were 
statidiied  to  present  them  with  the  goblet,  which  is 
the  abomination  of  the  sect  of  Mahommed.  Eire 
Richard  had  finished  his  meal,  the  ancient  Omrah, 
who  had  brought  the  Soldan's  letter  to  the  Chria- 
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tian  camp,  entered  with  a  plan  of  the  ceremonial 
to  be  observed  on  the  succeeding  day  of  combat 
Richard,  who  knew  the  taste  of  his  old  acquaint- 
ance, invited  him  to  pledge  him  in  a  flagon  of  wine 
of  Schiraz  ;  but  Abdallah  gave  him  to  understand, 
with  a  rueful  aspect,  that  self-denial,  in  the  present 
circumstances,  was  a  matter  in  which  his  life  was 
concerned ;  for  that  Saladtn,  tolerant  in  many  re- 
spects, both  observed,  and  enforced  by  high  penal- 
ties, the  laws  of  the  Prophet. 

"  Nay,  then,"  said  Richard,  "  if  he  loves  not 
wine,  that  lightener  of  the  hnmmi  heart,  his  con- 
Tersion  is  not  to  be  hoped  for,  and  the  prediction 
of  the  mad  priest  of  Engaddi  goes  like  diaff  down 
the  wind." 

The  King  then  addressed  himself  to  settle  the 
artides  of  combat,  which  cost  a  consid^^ble  time, 
as  it  was  necessary  on  some  points  to  consult  vnth 
the  opposite  parties,  as  well  as  with  the  Soldan. 

They  were  at  length  finally  agreed  upon,  and 
adjusted  by  a  protocol  in  French  and  in  Arabian, 
which  was  subscribed  by  Saladin  as  umpire  of  the 
field,  and  by  Richard  and  Lieopold  as  guarantees 
for  the  two  combatants.  As  the  Omrah  took  his 
final  leave  of  King  Richard  for  the  evening,  De 
Vaux  entered. 

<<  The  good  knight,"  he  said,  "  who  is  to  do  battle 
to-morrow,  requests  to  know,  whether  he  may  not 
to-night  pay  duty  to  his  royal  god-fatHer  ?" 

<<  Hast  thou  seen  him,  De  Vaux  ?"  said  the 
King,  smiling ;  **  and  didst  thou  laiow  an  ancient 
acquaintance  ?" 

**  By  our  Laily  of  Lanercost,"  answered  De 
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Vbiuc,  <<  there  are  so  many  Bnrprisra  and  changes 
in  this  land,  that  my  poor  brain  tnms*  I  scarce 
knew  Sir  Kenneth  of  Scotland,  till  hk  good  honnd, 
that  had  been  for  a  short  while  nnder  my  care,  came 
and  fawned  on  me ;  and  even  then  I  only  knew  the 
tyke  by  the  depth  of  his  chest,  the  roundness  of 
his  foot,  and  his  manner  of  baying ;  for  the  poor 
gaze-hoand  was  painted  like  any  Venetian  cour- 
tezan." 

'<  Thou  art  better  skilled  in  brutes  than  men,  De 
Vaux,''  said  the  King. 

"  I  will  not  deny,"  said  De  Vaux, « I  have  found 
them  ofttimes  the  honester  animals.  Also,  your 
Grace  is  pleased  to  term  me  sometimes  a  brute 
myself;  besides  that  I  serve  the  Lion,  whom  all 
men  acknowledge  the  king  of  brutes." 

<<  By  Saint  George,  there  thou  brokest  thy  lance 
fairly  on  my  brow,"  said  the  King.  <<  I  have  ever 
said  thou  hast  a  sort  of  wit,  De  Vaux — ^marry,  one 
must  strike  thee  with  a  sledge-hammer  ere  it  can 
be  made  to  sparkle.  But  to  the  present  gear — ^is 
die  good  knight  well  armed  and  equipped  ?" 

«  Fully,  my  liege,  and  nobly,"  answered  De 
Vaux ;  "  I  know  the  armour  well — ^it  is  that  which 
the  Venetian  commissary  offered  your  highness, 
just  ere  you  became  ill,  for  five  hundred  bezants." 

<<  And  he  hath  sold  it  to  the  infidel  Soldan,  I 
warrant  me,  for  a  few  ducats  more,  and  present 
payment.  These  Venetians  would  sell  the  sepul-* 
chre  itself!" 

»<  The  armour  will  never  be  borne  in  a  nobler 
cause,"  said  De  Vaux. 
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<<  Thanks  to  the  nobleneas  of  the  Saracen,"  said 
the  King,  **  not  to  the  avarice  of  the  Venetians.'* 

<^  I  would  to  God  your  Grace  would  be  more 
cautious/'  said  the  anxious  De  Vaux^i — **  Here  are 
we  deserted  by  all  our  allies,  for  poinis  of  offence 
giT^  to  one  or  another ;  we  cannot  hope  to  pros- 
per upon  the  land,  and  we  have  only  t4>  quarrel 
with  the  amphibious  republic,  to  lose  ^e  means  of 
retreat  by  sea  I" 

"  I  will  take  care,"  said  Richard,  impatiently ; 
<<  but  school  me  no  more.  Tell  me  rather,  for  it  b 
of  interest,  hath  the  knight  a  confessor  ?" 

"  He  hath,"  answ^%d  De  Vaux ;  "  the  hermit 
of  ESngaddi,  who  erst  did  him  that  office  when  pre- 
paring for  death,  attends  him  on  the  present  oc- 
casion ;  the  fame  of  the  duel  having  brought  htm 
hither." 

<<  'Tis  well,"  said  Richard ;  **  and  now  for  the 
knight's  request.  Say  to  him,  Richard  will  receive 
him  when  the  discbai^e  of  his  devoir  beside  the 
Diamond  of  the  Desert  shall  have  atoned  for  his 
fault  beside  the  Mount  of  Saint  George ;  and  as 
thou  passest  through  the  camp,  let  the  Queen  know 
I  will  visit  her  pavilion — and  tell  l^ondel  to  meet 
me  there." 

De  Vaux  departed,  and  in  about  an  hour  alter 
wards,  Richard,  wrapping  his  madtle  around  him, 
and  taking  his  ghittem  in  his  hand,  walked  in  the 
direction  of  the  Queen's  pavilion.  Several  Arabs 
passed  him,  but  always  with  averted  heads,  and 
looks  fixed  upon  the  eairt^,  though  he  could  ob- 
serve that  all  gazed  earnestly  after  him  when  he 
was  past.    This  led  him  justly  to  conjecture  that 
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his  person  was  known  to  them ;  but  that  either  the 
Soldan*s  commands,  or  their  own  Oriental  polite- 
ness, forbade  them  to  seem  to  notice  a  sovereign 
who  desired  to  remain  incognito. 

When  the  King  reached  the  pavilion  of  his 
Qneen,  he  found  it  guarded  by  tho^e  unhappy  of- 
ficials whom  Eastern  jealousy  places  around  the 
senana.  Blondel  was  walking  before  the  door, 
and  touched  his  rote  from  time  to  time,  in  a  man- 
ner which  made  the  Africans  show  their  ivory  teeth, 
and  bear  burden  with  their  strange  gestures  and 
shrill  unnatural  voices. 

<'  What  art  thou  after  with  this  herd  of  black 
cattle,  Blondel  ?*'  said  the  King ;  «  wherefore  goest 
thou  not  into  the  tent  ?'' 

<<  Because  my  trade  can  neither  spare  the  head 
nor  the  fingers,"  said  Blondel ;  <<  and  these  honest 
blackamoors  threatened  to  cut  me  joint  from  joint 
if  I  pressed  forward." 

<<  Well,  enter  with  me,"  said  the  King,  *<  and  I 
will  be  thy  safeguard." 

The  blacks  accordingly  lowered  pikes  a^d  swords 
to  King  Richard,  and  bent  their  eyes  on  the  ground, 
as  if  unworthy  to  look  upon  him.  In  the  interior 
of  the  pavilion,  they  found  Thomas  de  Vaux  in 
attendance  on  the  Queen.  While  Berengaria  wel- 
comed Blondel,  King  Richard  spoke  for  some  time 
secretly  and  apart  with  his  fair  kinswoman. 

At  length,  '<  Are  we  still  foes,  my  fair  Edith  ?  ^ 
he  said,  in  a  whisper. 

"  No,  my  liege,"  said  Edith,  in  a  voice  just  so 
low  as  not  to  interrupt  the  music — ^^  none  can  bear 
enmity  against  King  Richard,  when  he  deigns  to 
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•how  himself,  as  he  really  is,  generous  and  noUe^ 
as  well  as  valiant  and  honourable." 

So  sa3ring,  she  extended  her  hand  to  him.  The 
King  kissed  it4n  token  of  reconciliation,  and  then 
proceeded. 

^*  You  think,  my  sweet  cousin,  that  my  anger 
in  this  matter  was  feigned ;  but  you  are  deceived. 
The  {mnishment  I  inflicted  upon  this  knight  was 
just;  for  he  had  betrayed — no  matter  for  how 
tempting  a  bribe,  fair  cousin — the  trust  conmiitted 
to  him.  But  I  rejoice,  perchance  as  much  as  you, 
that  to-morrow  gives  him  a  chance  to  win  the  field, 
and  throw  back  the  stain  which  for  a  time  dung  to 
him,  upon  the  actual  thief  and  traitor.  No  I — ^fu- 
ture times  may  blame  Richard  for  impetuous  folly ; 
but  they  shall  say,  that  in  rendering  judgment,  he 
was  just  when  he  should,  and  merciful  when  he 
could." 

<'  Laud  not  thyself,  cousin  King,"  said  Edith. 
"  They  may  call  thy  justice  cruelty — ^thy  mercy 
caprice." 

**  And  do  not  thou  pride  thyself,"  said  the  King, 
'<  as  if  thy  knight,  who  hath  not  yet  buckled  on 
his  armour,  were  unbelting  it  in  triumph — Con- 
rade  of  Montserrat  is  held  a  good  lance.  What  if 
the  Scot  should  lose  the  day  ?" 

"  It  is  impossible  I"  said  Edith,  firmly — "  My 
own  eyes  saw  yonder  Gonrade  tremble  and  change 
colour,  like  a  base  thief.  He  is  guilty — and  the 
trial  by  combat  is  an  appeal  to  the  justice  of  God 
— -I  myself,  in  such  a  cause,  would  encounter  him 
without  fear." 

<<  By  the  mass,  I  think  thou  wouldst,  wenoh,** 
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fiud  the  King,  <<  and  beat  Uiii  to  boot ;  for  there 
never  br^thed  a  truer  Plantagenet  than  thon/' 

He  paused,  and  added  in  a  very  serious  tone,— ^ 
"  See  that  thou  continue  to  r^nember  what  is  due 
to  thy  birth." 

^*  What  means  that  advice,  so  seriously  given  at 
this  moment  ?"  said  Edith.  <<  Am  I  of  such  light 
nature  as  to  forget  my  name — ^my  condition  ?" 

^  I  will  speak  plainly,  Edith,"  answered  the 
King,  ^*  and  as  to  a  friend, — What  will  this  knight 
be  to  you,  should  he  come  o£F  victor  firom  yonder 
lists?" 

'<  To  me  f"  said  Edith,  blushing  deep  with  shame 
and  displeasure,-— <<  What  can  he  be  to  me  more 
than  an  honoured  knight,  worthy  of  such  grace  as 
Queen  Berengaria  might  confer  on  him,  had  he 
selected  her  for  his  lady,  instead  of  a  more  unwor- 
thy choice  ?  The  meanest  knight  may  devote  him- 
self to  the  service  of  an  empress,  but  the  glory  of 
his  choice,"  she  said  proudly,  *<  must  be  his  reward." 

<<  Yet  he  hath  served  and  suffered  much  for  you," 
said  the  King. 

'*  I  have  paid  his  services  with  honour  and  ap- 
plause, and  his  sufferings  with  tears,"  answered 
Edith.  «  Had  he  desired  other  reward,  he  would 
have  done  wisely  to  have  bestowed  his  affections 
within  his  own  degree." 

*^  You  would  not  then  wear  the  bloody  night- 
gear  for  his  sake  ?"  said  King  Richard. 

'<  No  more,"  answered  Edith,  <<  than  I  would 
have  required  him  to  expose  his  life  by  an  action, 
in  which  there  was  more  madness  than  honour." 

^  Maidens  talk  ever  thus,"  said  the  King ;  <«  bat 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


462  TALKS  OF  THE  CBUSADERS* 

when  Ihe  fayoared  lover  presses  his  suit,  she  sayt^ 
widi  a  sighy  her  stars  had  decreed  odierwise.'* 

**  Your  Grace  has  now>  for  the  second  time, 
threatened  me  wiUi  iJie  influence  of  my  horoscope/* 
Edith  replied,  with  dignity.  '<  Trust  me,  my  li^e, 
whatever  he  the  power  of  the  stars,  your  poor 
kinswoman  vrill  never  wed  either  infidel,  or  ohscure 
adventurer.^ — Permit  me,  that  I  listen  to  the  music 
of  Blondel,  for  the  tone  of  your  royal  admonitions 
is  scarce  so  grateful  to  the  ear." 

The  conclusion  of  the  evening  offered  nothing 
wordiy  of  notice. 
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CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

Heard  je  the  din  of  battle  hnj. 
Lance  to  lance,  and  hone  to  hone  ? 

Obat. 

ii  had  been  agreed,  on  account  of  the  heat  of  the 
dimate»  that  the  judicial  combat,  which  was  the 
cause  of  the  present  assemblage  of  yarious  nations 
at  the  Diamond  of  the  Desert,  should  take  place 
at  one  hour  after  sunrise.  The  wide  lists,  which 
had  been  constructed  under  the  inspection  of  the 
Knight  of  the  Leopard,  enclosed  a  space  of  hard 
sand,  which  was  one  hundred  and  twenty  yards 
long  by  forty  in  width.  They  extended  in  length 
from  north  to  south,  so  as  to  give  both  parties  the 
equal  advantage  of  the  rising  sun.  Saladin's  royal 
seat  was  erected  on  the  western  side  of  the  endo- 
nu'e,  just  in  the  centre,  where  the  combatants  were 
expected  to  meet  in  mid  encounter.  Opposed  to 
this  was  a  gallery  with  dosed  casements,  so  contri- 
ved, that  the  ladies,  for  whose  acoHnmodation  it 
was  erected,  might  see  the  fight  without  being 
themselves  exposed  to  view.  At  either  extremity 
of  the  lists  was  a  barrier,  which  could  be  opened  or 
shut  at  pleasure.  Thrones  had  been  also  erected, 
but  the  Ardiduke,  perceiving  that  his  was  lower 
than  King  Richard's,  refused  to  occupy  it;  and 
Comr  de  Licm  who  would  have  submitted  to  much 
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ere  any  formality  should  hare  interfered  with  tlia 
combat,  readily  agreed  that  the  sponsors,  as  they 
were  called,  should  remain  on  horseback  during  the 
fight.  At  one  extremity  of  the  lists  were  placed 
the  followers  of  Richard,  and  opposed  to  them 
were  those  who  accompanied  the  defekider,  Con- 
rade.  Around  the  throne  destined  for  the  Soldan, 
were  ranged  his  splendid  Georgian  Guards,  and 
the  rest  of  the  enclosure  was  occupied  by  Christian 
and  Mahommedan  spectators. 

Long  before  daybreak,  the  lists  were  surround- 
ed by  even  a  larger  number  of  Saracens  than  Rich- 
ard had  seen  on  the  preceding  eyening.  When  the 
first  ray  of  the  sun's  glorious  orb  arose  above  the 
desert,  the  sonorous  call,  <«  To  prayer — to  prayer  I" 
was  poured  forth  by  the  Soldan  himself,  and  an- 
swered by  others,  whose  rank  and  zeal  eiltitled 
them  to  act  as  muezzins.  It  was  a  striking  specta- 
cle to  see  them  all  sink  to  earth,  for  the  purpose  of 
repeating  their  devotions,  with  their  faces  turned 
to  Mecca.  But  when  they  arose  from  the  gpround, 
the  sun's  rays,  now  strengthening  fast,  seemed  to 
confirm  the  Lord  of  Gilsland's  conjecture  of  the 
night  before.  They  were  flashed  back  from  many 
a  spear-head,  for  the  pointless  lances  of  the  prece- 
ding day  were  certarndy  no  longer  such.  De  Vanx 
pointed  it  out  to  his  master,  who  answered  with 
impatience,  that  he  had  perfect  confidence  in  the 
good  &ith  of  the  Soldan ;  but  if  De  Vaux  was 
afraid  of  his  bulky  body,  he  might  retire. 

Soon  after  this  the  noise  of  timbrels  was  heard, 
at  the  sound  of  which  the  whole  Saracen  cayaliera 
threw  themselves  from  their  horses,  and  prostrated 
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themselres,  as  If  for  a  second  morning  prayer.  This 
was  to  give  an  opportunity  to  the  Queen,  with  Edith 
and  her  attendants,  to  pass  from  the  pavilion  to  the 
gallery  intended  for  them.  Fifty  guards  of  Saladin's 
seraglio  escorted  them,  with  naked  sahres,  whose 
orders  were,  to  cut  to  pieces  whomsoever,  were  he 
prince  or  peasant,  should  venture  to  gaze  on  the 
ladies  as  they  passed,  or  even  presume  to  raise  his 
head  until  the  cessation  of  the  music  should  make 
all  men  aware  that  they  were  lodged  in  their  gal- 
lery,  not  to  he  gazed  on  by  the  curious  eye. 

This  superstitious  observance  of  Oriental  reve- 
rence to  the  fair  sex,  called  forth  from  Queen  Be- 
rengaria  some  criticisms  very  unfavourable  to  Sala- 
din  and  his  country.  But  their  den,  as  the  royal 
fair  called  it,  being  securely  closed  and  guarded  by 
their  sable  attendants,  she  was  under  the  necessity 
of  contenting  herself  with  seeing,  and  la3ring  aside 
for  the  present  the  still  more  exquisite  pleasure  of 
being  seen. 

Meantime  the  sponsors  of  both  champions  went, 
as  was  their  duty,  to;  see  that  they  were  duly  arm- 
ed, and  prepared  for  combat.  The  Archduke  of 
Austria  was  in  no  hurry  to  perform  this  part  of  Uie 
ceremony,  having  had  rather  an  unusually  severe 
debauch  upon  wine  of  Schiraz  the  preceding  Even- 
ing. But  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Temple,  more 
deeply  concerned  in  the  event  of  the  combat,  was 
eaiiy  before  the  tent  of  Conrade  of  Montserrat. 
To  his  great  surprise,  the  attendants  refuted  him 
admittance. 

VOL.  xxxvin.  2  o 
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**  Do  you  not  know  roe,  ye  knaves  ?**  said  tbe 
Grand  Master,  in  great  anger. 

«  We  do,  most  valiant  and  reverend^"  answered 
Conrade*s  squire ;  **  but  even  you  may  not  at  pre- 
sent enter — ^the  Marquis  is  about  to  confess  himself." 

<'  Confess  himself  I"  exclaimed  the  Templar,  in  a 
tone  where  alarm  mingled  with  surprise  and  scorn 
— "  and  to  whom,  I  pray  thee  ?" 

<<  My  master  bid  me  be  secret,**  said  the  squire : 
on  which  the  Grand  Master  pushed  past  him,  and 
entered  the  tent  almost  by  force. 

The  Marquis  of  Montserrat  was  kneeling  at  the 
feet  of  the  Hermit  of  Engaddi,  and  in  the  act  of 
beginning  bis  confession. 

«  What  means  this,  Marquis?**  said  the  Grand 
Master ;  "  up,  for  shame — or,  if  you  must  needs 
confess,  am  not  I  here  ?** 

<<  I  have  confessed  to  you  too  often  already,** 
replied  Conrade,  with  a  pale  cheek  and  a  faltering 
voice.  "  For  God*s  sake,  Grand  Master,  begone, 
and  let  me  unfold  my  conscience  to  this  holy  man.** 

<<  In  what  is  he  holier  than  I  am  ?*'  said  the 
Grand  Master. — <<  Hermit,  prophet,  madman — ^say, 
if  thou  darest,  in  what  thou  excellest  me  ?'* 

«  Bold  and  bad  man,**  replied  the  Hermit,  <<  know 
that  I  am  like  the  latticed  window,  and  the  divine 
light  passes  through  to  avail  others,  though,  alas  I 
it  helpeth  not  me.  Thou  art  like  the  iron  stan- 
chions, which  neither  receive  light  themselves,  nor 
communicate  it  to  any  one.** 

<<  Prate  not  to  me,  but  depart  from  this  tent," 
siud  the  Grand  Master ;  «  the  Marqub  shall  not 
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confess  this  morning,  unless  it  be  to  me,  for  I  pare 
not  from  liis  side.*' 

<<  Is  this  yowr  pleasure  ?"  said  the  Hermit  to  Con- 
rade ;  '<  for  think  not  I  will  obey  that  proud  man, 
if  you  continue  to  desire  my  assistance." 

"  Alas/'  said  Conrade,  irresolutely, "  what  would 
you  have  me  say  ? — Farewell  for  a  while — ^we  will 
speak  anon." 

<<  Oh,  procrastination  I"  exclaimed  the  Hermit, 
'<  thou  art  a  soul-murderer  I — Unhappy  man,  fere- 
well — ^not  for  a  while,  but  until  we  shall  both  meet 
—no  matter  where. — And  for  thee,"  he  added,  turn- 
ing to  the  Grand  Master,  «  Tremble  I" 

"  Tremble  I"  replied  the  Templar,  contemptu- 
ously, "  I  cannot  if  I  would." 

The  Hermit  heard  not  his  answer,  having  left  the 
tent. 

<<  Come  t  to  this  gear  hastily,"  said  the  Grand 
Master,  <<  since  thou  wilt  needs  go  through  the 
foolery. — Hark  thee — I  think  I  know  most  of  thy 
frailties  by  heart,  so  we  may  omit  the  detail,  which 
may  be  somewhat  a  long  one,  and  begin  with  the 
absolution.  What  signifies  counting  the  spots  of 
dirt  that  we  are  about  to  wash  from  our  hands  ?" 

<<  Knowing  what  thou  art  thyself,"  said  Con- 
rade,  <<  it  is  blasphemous  to  speak  of  pardoning 
another." 

<<  That  is  not  according  to  the  canon.  Lord  Mar- 
quis," said  the  Templar, — "  thou  art  more  scrupu- 
lous than  orthodox.  The  absolution  of  the  wicked 
priest  is  as  e£Fectual  as  if  he  were  himself  a  saint, 
•—otherwise,  God  he]p  the  poor  penitent !  What 
wounded  man  enquires  whether  the  surgeon  that 
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tents  his  gashes  have  dean  hands  or  no  ?^-CosMb 
shall  we  to  this  toy  ?** 

"  No,**  said  Conrade,  ^<  I  will  rather  die  mioon- 
fessed  than  mock  the  sacrament.** 

<<  Come,  nohle  Marquis/*  said  the  Templar, 
"  rouse  up  your  courage,  and  speak  not  thus.  In 
an  hour*s  time  thou  shalt  stand  victorious  in  the 
lists,  or  confess  thee  in  thy  helmet,  like  a  valiant 
knight.** 

" .  Alas>  Grand  Master,'*  answered  Conrade, "  all 
augurs  ill  for  this  aflPair.  The  strange  discovery  by 
the  instinct  of  a  dog — the  revival  of  this  Scottish 
knight,  who  comes  into  the  lists  like  a  spectre — all 
betokens  evil.** 

"  Pshaw,**  said  the  Templar,  "  I  have  seen  thee 
bend  thy  lance  boldly  against  him  in  sport,  and  with 
equal  chance  of  success — think  thou  art  but  in  a 
tournament,  and  who  bears  him  better  in  the  tilt- 
yard  th^n  thou? — Come,  squires  and  armourers, 
your  master  must  be  accoutred  for  the  field.** 

The  attendants  entered  accordingly,  and  began 
to  arm  the  Marquifu 

<<  What  morning  is  without  ?**  said  Conrade. 

<^  The  sun  rises  dimly,**  answered  a  squire. 

'<  Thou  seest,  Girand  Master,**  said  Conrade, 
"  nought  smiles  on  us." 

<'  Thou  wilt  fight  the  more  coolly,  my  son,** 
answered  the  Templar,;  « thank  Heaven,  that  hath 
tempered  the  sun  of  Palestine  to  suit  thine  occa- 
sion.** 

.  Thus  jested  the  Grand  Master ;  but  his  jests 
had  lost  their  influence  on  the  harassed  mind  of 
t^4^  Marquis,  and,  notwithstanding  his  attempts  to 
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sieein  gay,  his  gloom  commanicated  its^  to  the 
Templar. 

^  This  craren,"  he  thought,  <<  will  lose  the  day 
in  pure  faintness  and  cowardice  of  heart,  which  he 
calls  tender  conscience.  I,  whom  visions  and  an- 
gnries  shake  not-— who  am  firm  in  my  purpose  as 
the  liring  rock — I  should  have  fought  the  comhat 
myself. — Would  to  God  the  Scot  may  strike  him 
dead  on  the  spot — it  were  next  hest  to  his  winning 
the  victory.  But  come  what  will,  he  must  have  no 
other  confessor  than  myself-— our  sins  are  too  much 
in  common,  and  he  might  confess  my  share  with 
his  own." 

While  these  thoughts  passed  through  his  mind, 
lie  continued  to  assist  the  Marquis  in  arming,  but 
It  was  in  silence. 

The  hour  at  length  arrived,  the  trumpets  sound- 
ed, the  knights  rode  into  the  lists  armed  at  aU  points, 
and  mounted  like  men  who  were  to  do  battle  for  a 
kingdom's  honour.  They  wore  their  vizors  up,  and 
riding  around  the  lists  three  times,  showed  them- 
selves to  the  spectators.  Both  were  goodly  persons, 
and  both  had  noble  countenances.  But  there  was 
an  air  of  manly  confidence  on  the  brow  of  the  Scot 
— a  radiancy  of  hope,  which  amounted  even  to 
cheerfulness,  while,  although  pride  and  efiPort  had 
recalled  much  of  Conrade's  natural  courage,  there 
lowered  still  on  his  brow  a  cloud  of  ominous  de- 
spondence. Even  his  steed  seemed  to  tread  less 
lightly  and  blithely  to  the  trumpet-sound  than  the 
noble  Arab  which  was  bestrode  by  Sir  Kenneth ; 
and  the  spruch-sprecher  shook  his  head  while  he 
observed^  that  while  the  challenger  rode  around  tba 
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lists  in  the  course  of  the  snn,  that  is  from  right  to 
left,  the  defender  made  the  same  circuit  widdershUf 
that  is  from  left  to  right,  which  is  in  most  countries 
held  ominous. 

A  temporary  altar  was  erected  just  beneaUi  the 
gallery  occupied  by  the  Queen,  and  beside  it  stood 
the  Hermit  in  the  dress  of  his  order,  as  a  Carmelite 
friar.  Other  churchmen  were  also  present.  To 
this  altar  the  challenger  and  defender  were  succes- 
sively brought  forward,  conducted  by  their  respec- 
tive sponsors.  Dismounting  before  it,  each  knight 
avouched  the  justice  of  his  cause  by  a  solemn  oath 
on  the  Evangelists,  and  prayed  that  his  success 
might  be  according  to  the  truth  or  falsehood  of 
what  he  then  swore.  They  also  made  oath,  that 
they  came  to  do  battle  in  knightly  guise,  and  with 
the  usual  weapons,  disclaiming  the  use  of  spells, 
charms,  or  magical  devices,  to  incline  victory  to 
their  side.  The  challenger  pronounced  his  vow 
with  a  firm  and  manly  voice,  and  a  bold  and  cheer- 
ful countenance.  When  the  ceremony  was  finished^ 
the  Scottish  Knight  looked  at  the  gallery,  and  bent 
his  head  to  the  earth,  as  if  in  honour  of  those  in- 
.  visible  beauties  which  were  enclosed  within ;  then, 
loaded  with  armour  as  he  was,  sprung  to  the  sad- 
dle without  the  use  of  the  stirrup,  and  made  his 
courser  carry  him  in  a  succession  of  caracoles  to 
his  station  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  lists. 
Conrade  also  presented  himself  before  the  altar 
with  boldness  enough ;  but  his  voice,  as  he  took 
the  oath,  sounded  hollow,  as  if  drowned  in  his  hel- 
met The  lips  with  which  he  appealed  to  Heaven 
to  adjudge  victory  to  the  just  quarrel,  grew  whil». 
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■s  they  attered  the  impioiis  mockery.  As  he  turn- 
ed to  remoimt  his  horse,  the  Grand  Master  ap* 
preached  nim  closer,  as  if  to  rectify  something 
about  the  sitting  of  his  gorget,  and  whispered, — 
'<  Coward  and  fool  I — ^recall  tiiy  senses,  and  do  me 
this  battle  bravely,  else,  by  Heaven,  shouldst  thou 
escape  him,  thou  escapest  not  me  /" 

llie  savage  tone  in  which  this  was  whispered, 
perhaps  completed  the  confusion  of  the  Marquis's 
nerves,  for  he  stumbled  as  he  made  to  horse ;  and 
though  he  recovered  his  feet,  sprung  to  the  saddle 
with  his  usual  agility,  and  displayed  his  address  in 
horsemanship  as  he  assumed  his  position  opposite 
to  the  challenger's,  yet  the  accident  did  not  escape 
those  who  were  on  the  watch  for  omens,  whichr 
niig^t  predict  the  fate  of  the  day. 

The  priests,  after  a  solemn  prayer,  that  God 
would  show  the  rightful  quarrel,  departed  from  the 
lists.  The  trumpets  of  the  challenger  then  rung 
a  flourish,  and  a  herald-at-arms  prodiumed  at  the 
eastern  end  of  the  lists, — <<  Here  stands  a  good 
knight.  Sir  Kenneth  of  Scotland,  champion  for  the 
royal  King  Richard  of  England,  who  accnseth  Oon- 
rade,  Marquis  of  Montserrat,  of  foul  tieason  and 
dishonour  done  to  the  said  King." 

When  the  words  Kenneth  of  Scotland  announ* 
ced  the  name  and  character  of  the  champion,  hi* 
therto  scarce  generally  known,  a  loud  and  cheerfal 
acclaim  burst  £rom  Uie  followers  of  King  Richard, 
and  hardly,  notwithstanding  repeated  commands 
of  silmice,  suffered  the  reply  of  the  defendant  to  be 
heard.  He,  of  course,  avouched  his  innocence,  and 
offered  his  body  for  battle.    The  esquires  of  the 
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combatants  now  approached,  and  delivered  to  eadi 
bis  shield  and  lance,  assisting  to  hang  the  former 
around  his  neck,  tiiat  his  two  hands  might  remain 
free*  one  for  the  management  of  the  bridle,  the 
other  to  direct  the  ktice. 

.  The  shield  of  the  Scot  displayed  his  old  bearing, 
the  leopard,  but  with  the  addition  of  a  collar  and 
broken  chain,  in  allusion  to  his  late  activity.  The 
shieM^f  the  Marquis  bore,  in  reference  to  his  title, 
a  senrated  and  rocky'  mountain.  Ea<^  shook  his 
lance  aloft,  as  if  to  ascertain  the  weight  and  tough- 
ness of  the  unwieldy  weapon,  and  then  laid  it  in 
the  rest.  The  sponsors,  heralds,  aad  squires,  now 
retired  to  the  barriers,  and  the  combatants  sat  op- 
posite to  each  other,  face  to  face,  with  couched  lance 
and  closed  vizor,  the  human  form  so  completely 
endosed,  that  Ihey  looked  more  like  statues  of 
molten  iron,  dian  beings  of  flesh  and  blood.  The 
silence  of  suspense  was  now  general — men  breal^ed 
thickw,  and  their  very  souls  seemed  seated  in  their 
eyes,  while  not  a  sound  was  to  be  heard  save  the 
snorting  and  pawing  of  the  good  steeds,  who,  sen- 
sible of  what  was  about  to  happen,  were  impatient 
to  dash  into  career.  They  stood  thus  for  perhaps 
three  minutes,  when,  at  a  signal  given  by  the  S(^- 
dan,  an  hundred  instruments  rent  the  air  with  their 
brazen  clamours,  and  each  champion  striking  his 
horse  wit&  the  spurs,  and  idacking  the  rein,  the 
horses  started  into  full  gallop,  and.  the  knigl^  met 
in  mid  space  with  a  shock  like  a  thunderbolt.  The 
victory  was  not  in  doubt — no,  not  one  moment 
Conrade,  indeed,  showed  himself  a  practised  war- 
rior ;  for  he  struck  his  antagonist  knightly  in  th« 
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midst  of  his  shield,  bearing  his  Imce  so  straight 
and  true,  that  it  shivered  into  splinters  from  the 
steel  spear-head  up  to  the  very  gauntlet.  The 
horse  of  Sir  Kenneth  recoiled  two  or  three  yards 
and  fell  on  his  haunches,  but  the  rider  easily  raised 
him  with  hand  and  rein.  But  for  Conrade,  there 
was  no  reeorery.  Sir  Kenneth's  lance  had  pierced 
through  the  shield,  through  a  plated  corslet  of 
Milim  steel,  through  a  secret^  or  coat  of  linked  mail, 
worn  beneath  the  corslet,  had  wounded  him  deep 
iu  the  bosom,  and  borne  him  from  his  saddle,  lea- 
vii^  the  truncheon  of  the  lance  fixed  in  his  wound. 
The  sponsors,  heralds,  and  Saladin  himsdf,  de- 
scending from  his  throne,  crowded  around  the 
wounded  man ;  while  Sir  Kenneth,  who  had  drawn 
his  sword  ere  yet  he  discovered  his  antagonist  was 
totally  helpless,  now  commanded  him  to  avow  his 
guilt.  The  helmet  was  hastily  unclosed,  and  the 
wounded  man,  gazing  wildly  on  the  skies,  rejdied, 
— "  What  would  you  more  ? — God  hath  decided 
justly — I  am  guilty — ^bnt  there  are  worse  traitors 
in  the  camp  ih&n  I. — In  pity  to  my  soul,  let  me 
have  a  confessor  V* 

He  revived  as  he  uttered  these  words. 

<<  The  talisman — ^the  powerful  remedy,  royal 
brother,"  said  King  Richard  to  Saladin. 

<<  The  traitor,"  answered  the  Soldan,  *^  is  more 
fit  to  be  dragged  from  the  li^s  to  the  gallows  by 
the  heels,  liian  to  profit  by  its  virtues  ;^— and  some 
such  fate  is  in  his  look,"  he  added,  after  gaiing 
fixedly  upon  the  wounded  man ;  <<  for,  though  his 
wound  may  be  cured,  yet  Azrael's  seal  is  on  the 
wretch's  brow." 
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<<  Neyertheless,'*  said  Richard,  <<  1  pray  yon  do 
for  him  what  yoa  may,  that  he  may  at  least  have 
time  for  confession — Sky  not  soul  and  body  I  To 
him  one  half  hour  of  time  may  be  worth  more,  by 
ten  thousand  fold,  than  the  life  of  the  oldest  pa- 
triarch." 

<<  My  royal  brother's  wish  shall  be  obeyed,**  said 
Stiladin.— <<  Slaves,  bear  this  woanded  man  to  oar 
tent." 

<<  Do  not  so,"  sud  the  Templar,  who  had  hitherto  • 
stood  gloomily  looking  on  in  silence^ — '<  The  royal 
Duke  of  Austria  and  myself  will  not  permit  tiiis 
unhappy  Christian  Pijnce  to  be  deliyered  oyer  to 
the  Saeracens,  that  they  may  try  their  spells  upon 
him.  We  are  his  sponsors,  and  demand  that  he  be 
assigned  to  our  care." 

<<  That  is,  you  refuse  the  certain  means  o£ferea 
to  recover  him  ?"  said  Richard. 

*^  Not  so,"  said  the  Grand  Master,  recollecting 
himself. — <<  If  the  Soldan  useth  lawful  medicines, 
he  may  attend  the  patient  in  my  tent." 

^<  Do  so,  I  pray  thee,  good  brother,"  said  Rich- 
ard to  Saladin,  <<  though  the  permission  be  ungra- 
ciously yielded. — But  now  to  a  more  glorious  work 
— Sound,  trumpets — shout,  England — ^in  honour  of 
EiUgland's  champion  Y* 

Drum,  clarion,  trumpet,  and  cymbal,  rung  forth 
at  once,  and  the  deep  and  regular  shout,  which  for 
ages  has  been  the  English  acclamation,  sounded 
amidst  the  shrill  and  irregular  yells  of  the  Arabs, 
like  the  diapason  of  the  organ  amid  the  howling  of 
a  storm.    There  was  silence  at  length. 

**  Brave  Knight  of  the  Leopard,'  resumed  CoBur 
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'  de  Lion,  "  thou  hast  shown  that  the  Ethi<^aB  may 
change  his  skin,  and  the  leopard  his  spots,  though 
clerks  quote  Scripture  for  the  impossibility.  Yet 
I  have  more  to  say  to  you  when  I  have  conducted 
you  to  the  presence  of  the  ladies,  the  best  judges, 
and  best  rewarders,  of  deeds  of  chivalry." 

The  Knight  of  the  Leopard  bowed  assent. 

<<  And  thou,  princely  Saladin,  wilt  also  attend 
them.  I  promise  thee  our  Queen  will  not  think 
herself  welcome,  if  she  lacks  the  opportunity  to 
thank  her  royal  host  for  her  most  princely  recep- 
tion." 

Saladin  bent  his  head  gracefully,  but  declined  the 
invitation. 

<<  I  must  attend  the  wounded  man,'*  he  sud. 
<<  The  leech  leaves  not  his  patient  more  than  the 
champion  the  lists,  even  if  he  be  summoned  to  a 
bower  like  those  of  Paradise.  And  fisurther,  royal 
Richard,  know  that  the  blood  of  the  East  flows  not 
so  temperately  in  the  presence  of  beauty,  as  that  of 
your  land.  What  saith  the  Book  itself  ? — Her  eye 
is  as  the  edge  of  the  sword  of  the  Prophet,  who 
shall  look  upon  it  ?  He  that  would  not  be  burnt 
avoideth  to  tread  on  hot  embers — wise  men  spread 
not  the  flax  before  a  bickering  torch— He,  saith  the 
sage,  who  hath  forfeited  a  treasure,  doth  not  wisely 
to  turn  back  his  head  to  g^aze  at  it." 

Richard,  it  may  be  believed,  respected  the  mo- 
tives of  delicacy  which  flowed  from  manners  so 
difierent  from  his  own,  and  urged  his  request  no 
farther. 

'<  At  noon,"  said  the  Soldan,  as  he  departed,  **  1 
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trust  ye  will  all  accept  a  collation  under  the  black 
camel-skin  tent  of  a  chief  of  Cardistan." 

The  same  invitation  was  circulated  among  the 
Christians,  comprehending  all  those  of  sufficient 
importance  to  be  admitted  to  sit  at  a  feast  made 
for  princes. 

<<  Hark  I"  said  Richard,  **  the  timbrels  announce 
that  our  Queen  and  her  attendants  are  leaving  their 
gallery — and  see,  the  turbans  sink  on  the  ground, 
as  if  struck  down  by  a  destroying  angel.  All  \m 
prostrate,  as  if  the  glance  of  an  Arab's  eye  could 
sully  the  lustre  of  a  lady's  cheek  I  Come,  we  will 
to  the  pavilion,  and  lead  our  conqueror  thither 
in  triumph. — How  I  pity  that  noble  Soldan,  who 
knows  but  of  love  as  it  is  known  to  those  of  inferior 
nature  r 

Blondel  tuned  his  harp  to  its  boldest  measure, 
to  welcome  the  introduction  of  the  victor  into  the 
pavilion  of  Qneen  Berengaria.  He  entered,  sup- 
ported on  either  side  by  his  sponsors,  Richard  and 
Thomas  Longsword,  and  knelt  gracefully  down 
before  the  Queen,  though  more  than  half  the  ho- 
mage was  silently  rendered  to  Edith,  who  sat  on 
her  right  hand. 

**  Unarm  him,  my  mistresses,"  siud  the  King, 
whose  delight  was  in  the  execution  of  such  chival- 
rous usages — <<  Let  Beauty  honour  Chivalry  I  Undo 
his  spurs,  Berengaria ;  Queen  though  thou  be,  thou 
owest  him  what  marks  of  favour  thou  canst  give. 
—Unlace  his  helmet,  Edith — by  this  hand  thon 
shalt,  wert  thou  the  proudes);  Plantagenet  of  the 
line,  and  he  the  poorest  knight  on  earth  I" 

Both  ladies  obeyed  the  royal  commands,— Be- 
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rengaria  with  bustling  assiduity,  as  anxious  to  gra- 
tify her  husband's  humour,  and  Edith  blushing  and 
growing  pale  alternately,  as  slowly  and  awkwardly 
she  undid,  with  Longsword's  assistance,  the  fasten** 
ings,  which  secured  the  helmet  to  the  gorget. 

<<  And  what  expect  yon  from  beneath  this  iron 
shell  ?"  said  Richard,  as  the  removal  of  the  casque 
gave  to  view  the  noble  countenance  of  Sir  Kenneth, 
his  face  glowing  with  recent  exertion,  and  not  less 
so  with  present  emotion.  <'  What  think  ye  of  him, 
gallants  and  beauties  ?*'  said  Richard.  **  Doth  he 
resemble  an  Ethiopian  slave,  or  doth  he  present 
the  face  of  an  obscure  and  nameless  adventurer? 
No,  by  my  good  sword  I — Here  terminate  his  va- 
rious disguises.  He  hath  knelt  down  before  yon, 
unknown  save  by  his  worth — ^he  arises,  equally 
distinguished  by  birth  and  by  fortune.  The  adven- 
turous knight,  Kenneth,  arises  David  Earl  of  Hunt- 
ingdon, Prince  Royal  of  Scotland  1'* 

There  was  a  general  exclamation  of  surprise,  and 
Eidith  dropped  from  her  hand  the  helmet,  which 
she  had  just  received. 

"  Yes,  my  masters,**  said  the  King,  "  it  is  even 
so.  Ye  know  how  Scotland  deceived  us  when  she 
proposed  to  send  this  valiant  Earl,  with  a  bold 
company  of  her  best  and  noblest,  to  aid  our  arms 
in  this  conquest  of  Palestine,  but  failed  to  comply 
with  her  engagements.  This  noble  youth,  under 
whom  the  Scottish  Crusaders  were  to  have  been 
arrayed,  thought  foul  scorn  that  his  arm  should  be 
withheld  from  the  holy  warfare,  and  joined  us  at 
Sicily  with  a  small  train  of  devoted  and  faithful 
attendants,  which  was  augmented  by  many  of  his 
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oountiTinen  to  whom  the  rank  of  their  leader  wa» 
unkoowD.  The  confidants  of  the  Royal  Prince 
had  all,  saving  one  old  follower,  fallen  hy  death, 
when  his  secret,  hut  too  well  kept,  had  nearly 
occasioned  my  cutting  off,  in  a  Scottish  adventurer, 
one  of  the  noblest  hopes  of  Europe. — Why  did  you 
not  mention  your  rank,  noble  Huntingdon,  when 
endangered  by  my  hasty  and  passionate  sentence  ? 
*-Was  it  that  you  thought  Richard  capable  of 
abusing  the  advantage  I  possessed  over  the  heir  of 
a  King  whom  I  have  so  often  found  hostile  ?** 

"  I  did  you  not  that  injustice,  royal  Richard," 
answered  the  filarl  of  Huntingdon  ;  *<  but  my  pride 
brooked  not  that  I  should  avow  myself  Prince  of 
Scotland  in  order  to  save  my  life,  endangered  for 
default  of  loyalty.  And,  moreover,  I  had  made 
my  vow  to  preserve  my  rank  unknown  till  the 
Crusade  should  be  accomplished ;  nor  did  I  mention 
it  save  in  artictdo  mortis,  and  under  the  seal  of 
confession,  to  yonder  reverend  hermit.'* 

<<  It  was  the  knowledge  of  that  secret,  then, 
which  made  the  good  man  so  urgent  with  me  to 
recall  my  severe  sentence  ?'*  said  Richard.  ^<  Well 
did  he  say,  that,  had  this  good  knight  fallen  by  my 
mandate,  I  should  have  wished  the  deed  undone 
though  it  had  cost  me  a  limb — A  limb  I — I  should 
have  wished  it  undone  had  it  cost  me  my  life— since 
the  world  would  have  said  that  Richard  had  abused 
the  condition  in  which  the  heir  of  Scotland  had 
placed  himself,  by  his  confidence  in  his  generosity.** 

"  Yet,  may  we  know  of  your  Grace  by  what 
strange  and  happy  chance  this  ,riddl€  was  at  length 
read  ?*'  said  the  Queen  Berengaria* 
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**  Letters  were  brought  to  us  from  England," 
said  the  King,  "  in  which  we  learnt,  among  other 
impleasant  news,  that  the  King  of  Scotland  had 
seized  upon  three  of  our  nobles,  when  on  a  pilgrim- 
age to  Saint  Ninian,  and  alleged  as  a  cause,  that 
bis  heir,  being  supposed  to  be  fighting  in  the  ranks 
of  the  Teutonic  Knights,  against  the  heathen  of 
Borussia,  was,  in  fact,  in  our  camp,  and  in  our 
power ;  and,  therefore,  William  proposed  to  hold 
these  nobles  as  hostages  for  his  safety.  This  gave 
roe  the  first  light  on  the  real  rank  of  the  Knight 
of  the  Leopard,  and  my  suspicions  were  confirmed 
by  De  Vaux,  who^  on  his  return  from  Askalon, 
brought  back  with  him  the  Ejarl  of  Huntingdon's 
sole  attendant,  a  thick-sculled  slave,  who  had  gone 
thirty  miles  to  unfold  to  De  Vaux  a  secret  he  should 
have  told  to  me/* 

<<  Old  Strauchan  must  be  excused,''  said  the 
Lord  of  Gilsland.  <<  He  knew  from  experience 
that  my  heart  is  somewhat  softer  than  if  I  wrote 
myself  Plantagenet." 

^*  Thy  heart  soft  ?  thou  commodity  of  old  iron 
— and  Ciunberland  flint,  that  thou  art  I"  exclaimed 
the  King. — «  It  is  we  Plantagenets  who  boast  soft 
and  feeling  hearts,  Edith,"  turning  to  his  cousin, 
with  an  expression  which  called  the  blood  into  her 
cheek — "  Give  me  thy  hand,  my  fair  cousin,  and, 
Prince  of  Scotland,  thine.** 

"  Forbear,  my  lord,"  said  Edith,  hanging  back, 
and  endeavouring  to  hide  her  confusion,  under  an 
attempt  to  rally  her  royal  kinsman's  credulity. 
*^  Remember  yon  not  that  my  hand  was  to  be  the 
signal  of  converting  to  the  Christian  faith  thu 
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Saracen  and  Ara)>»  Saladin  and  all  his  tnrbaned 
host?" 

<<  Ay,  but  tlie  wind  of  prophecy  hath  diopped 
about,  and  sits  now  in  another  comer/'  re^ed 
Richard. 

*<  Mode  not,  lest  yonr  bonds  be  made  strong,' 
said  the  Hermit,  stepping  forward.  "  The  heavenly 
host  write  nothing  but  truth  in  their  brilliairt  re- 
cords— it  is  man's  eyes  which  are  toe  weak  to  read 
their  characters  aright.  Know,  that  when  Saladin 
and  Kenneth  of  Scotland  slept  in  my  grotto,  I  read 
in  the  stars,  that  there  rested  under  my  roof  a 
prince,  the  natural  foe  of  Richard,  wiUi  whom  the 
fate  of  Edith  Plantagenet  was  to  be  united.  Goidd 
I  doubt  that  this  nrmst  be  the  Soldan,  whose  rank 
was  well  known  to  me,  as  he  often  visited  my 
cell  to  converse  on  the  revolutions  of  the  heavenly 
bodies  ? — Again,  the  lights  of  the  firmament  pro- 
claimed that  this  Prince,  the  husband  of  Edith  Plan- 
tagenet, should  be  a  Christian ;  and  I, — weak  and 
wild  interpreter  1 — argued  thenoe  the  conversion  of 
the  noble  Saladin,  whose  good  qualities  seemed  often 
to  incline  him  towards  the  better  faith.  The  sense 
of  my  weakness  hath  humbled  me  to  the  dust,  but 
in  the  dust  I  have  found  comfort  I  I  have  not  read 
aright  the  fate  of  others — ^who  can  assure  me  bat 
that  I  may  have  miscalculated  mine  own  ?  God  wilf 
not  have  us  break  into  his  council-house,  or  ^y  oat 
his  hidden  mysteries.  We  must  wait  1^  time  with 
watching  and  prayer — ^with  fear  and  with  haipe.  I 
came  hither  the  stem  seer — the  proud  prophet- 
skilled,  as  I  thought,  to  instruct  princes,  and  gifted 
even  with  supematural  powers^  but  burdened  with 
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R  weight  which  I  deemed  no  shouldelv  hut  mine 
could  have  borne.  But  my  bands  have  been  bro- 
ken I  I  go  hence  hnmble  in  mine  ignorance,  peni- 
tent— and  not  hopeless.*' 

With  these  words  he  withdrew  from  the  assem- 
bly ;  and  it  is  recorded,  that,  from  that  period,  his 
frenzy  fits  seldom  occnrred,  and  his  penances  were 
of  a  milder  character,  and  accompanied  with  better 
hopes  of  the  fntore.  So  much  is  there  of  self-opi- 
nion, even  in  insanity,  that  the  conviction  of  his 
having  entertained  and  expressed  an  unfoonded  pre- 
diction with  so  much  vehemence,  seemed  to  operate 
like  loss  of  blood  on  the  human  frame,  to  modify 
and  lower  the  fever  of  the  brain. 

It  is  needless  to  follow  into  farther  particulars  the 
conferences  at  the  royal  tent,  or  to  enquire  whether 
David,  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  was  as  mute  in  the 
presence  of  Edith  Plantagenet,  as  when  he  was 
bound  to  act  under  the  character  of  an  obscure  and 
nameless  adventurer.  It  may  be  well  believed  that 
he  there  expressed,  with  suitable  earnestness,  the 
passion  to  which  he  had  so  often  before  found  it 
difficult  to  give  words. 

The  hour  of  noon  now  approached,  and  Saladin 
waited  to  receive  the  Princes  of  Christendom  in 
a  tent,  which,  but  for  its  lai^e  size,  differed  little 
from  that  of  the  ordinary  shelter  of  the  common 
Curdman,  or  Arab;  yet,  beneath  its  ample  and 
sable  covering,  was  prepared  a  banquet  after  the 
most  gorgeous  fashion  of  the  East,  extended  upon 
carpets  of  the  richest  stul^,  with  cushions  laid  for 
the  guests.     But  we  cannot  stop  to  describe  the 
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doth  of  gold  and  silver — the  superb  embroidery  in 
Arabesque — the  shawls  of  Caschmere — and  the 
muslins  of  India,  which  were  here  unfolded  in  all 
their  splendour ;  far  less  to  tell  the  different  sweet- 
meats, ragouts  edged  with  rice  coloured  in  yarious 
manners,  with  all  the  other  niceties  of  Eastern 
cookery.  Lambs  roasted  whole,  and  game  and 
poultry  dressed  in  pilaus,  were  piled  in  vessels  of 
gold,  and  silver,  and  porcelain,  and  intermixed  with 
large  maaers  of  sherbet,  cooled  in  snow  and  ice 
from  the  cav^ns  of  Mount  Lebanon.  A  mag^- 
ficent  pile  of  cushions  at  the  head  of  the  banquet, 
seemed  prepared  for  the  master  of  the  feast,  and 
such  dignitaries  as  he  might  call  to  share  that  place 
of  distinction,  while,  from  the  roof  of  the  tent  in 
all  quarters,  but  over  this  seat  oi  eminence  in  par- 
ticular, waved  many  a  banner  and  pennon,  the  tro- 
phies of  battles  won,  and  kingdoms  overthrown. 
But  amongst  and  above  them  all,  a  long  lance  dis- 
played a  shroud,  the  banner  of  Death,  with  this  im- 
pressive inscription — <<  Saladin,  Kino  of  Kings 
— Saladin,  Victor  of  Victors — Saladin  must 
DIE."  Amid  these  preparations,  the  slaves  who 
had  arranged  the  refreshments  stood  with  droc^ed 
heads  and  folded  arms,  mute  and  moticmless  as 
monumental  statuary,  or  as  automata,  which  waited 
the  touch  of  the  artist  to  put  them  in  motion. 

Expecting  the  approadi  of  his  princely  guests, 
the  Soldan,  imbued,  as  most  were,  wiUi  the  super- 
stitions of  his  time,  paused  over  a'  horoscope  and 
corresponding  scroll,  which  had  been  sent  to  him 
by  the  Hermit  of  Engaddi  when  he  departed  from 
the  camp. 
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<<  Strange  and  mysterious  science,"  he  mattered 
to  himself,  '*  whidi,  pretending  to  draw  the  cortain 
of  futurity,  misleads  those  whom  it  seems  to  guide, 
and  darkens  the  scene  whi(^  it  pretends  to  illumi- 
nate !  Who  would  not  have  said  that  I  was  that 
enemy  most  dangerous  to  Richard,  whose  enmity 
was  to  be  ended  by  marriage  with  his  kinswoman  ? 
Yet  it  now  appears  that  a  union  betwixt  this  gal- 
lant Earl  and  the  lady  will  bring  about  friendship 
betwixt  Richard  and  Scotland,  an  enemy  more  dan- 
gerous than  ly  as  a  wild-cat  in  a  chamber  is  more  to 
be  dreaded  than  a  lion  in  a  distant  desert. — But 
then,''  he  continued  to  mutter  to  himself,  <<  the 
combination  intimates,  that  this  husband  was  to  be 
Christian. — Christian  ?"  he  repeated,  after  a  pause, 
-^<<  That  gaye  the  insane  fanatic  stargazer  hopes 
tiiat  I  might  renounce  my  faith  t  but  me,  the  faith- 
ful follower  of  our  Prophet — me  it  should  have  un- 
deceived. Lie  there,  mysterious  scroll,'*  he  added^ 
thrusting  it  under  the  pile  of  cushions ;  <<  strange 
are  thy  bodements  and  fatal,  since,  even  when  true 
in  themselves,  they  work  upon  those  who  attempt 
to  decipher  their  meaning,  all  the  effects  of  false- 
hood.— How  new  I  what  means  this  intrusion  ?** 

He  spoke  to  the  dwarf  Nectabanus,  who  rushed 
into  the  tent  fearfully  agitated,  with  each  strange 
and  disim>portioned  feature  wrenched  by  horror  into 
still  more  extravagant  ugliness, — his  mouth  open, 
his  eyes  staring,  his  hands,  ^th  their  shrivelled  and 
deformed  fingers,  wildly  expanded. 

<<  What  BOW  ?"  said  the  Soldan,  sternly. 

**  Aceipe  hoe  /"  groaned  out  the  dwarf. 

"  Ha  I  say'8*.  thou  ?"  answered  Saladin. 
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**  Aee^  hoc  r  replied  the  panic-stnick  ereatinv^ 
anconscioas,  perhaps,  that  he  repeated  the  saiii» 
words  as  hefore. 

**  Hence,  I  am  in  no  vein  for  foolery,"  said  the 
Emperor. 

''  Nor  am  I  farther  fool,"  said  the  dwar^  « than 
to  make  my  folly  help  oat  my  wits  to  earn*  my 
bread,  poor  helpless  wretch  I — Hear,  hear  me,  great 
Soldanr 

<<  Nay,  if  then  hast  actual  wrong  to  complain  of," 
said  Saladin,  "  fool  or  wise,  thoa  art  entitled  to  U10 
ear  of  a  King« — Retire  hither  with  me ;"  and  he 
led  him  into  the  inner  tent. 

Whatever  their  conference  related  to,  it  was  soon 
broken  o£F  by  the  fanfure  of  the  trumpets,  announ- 
cing the  arrival  of  the  various  Christian  prinoes, 
whom  Saladin  welcomed  to  his  tent  with  a  royal 
courtesy  well  becoming  their  rank  and  his  own ; 
but  chiefly,  he  saluted  the  young  Earl  of  Hunting- 
don, and  generously  congratulated  him  upon  pro- 
spects, which  seemed  to  have  interfered  with  and 
overclouded  those  which  he  had  himself  entertained. 

<<  But  think  not,"  said  the  Soldan,  <"  thou  noble 
youth,  that  the  Prince  of  Scotland  is  more  welcome 
to  Saladin,  than  was  Kenneth  to  the  solitary  Ude- 
rim  when  they  met  in  the  desert,  or  the  distressed 
Ethiop  to  the  Hakim  Adonbeck.  A  brave  and 
generous  disposition  like  thine  hath  a  value  inde- 
pendent of  condition  and  birth,  as  the  cool  draught, 
which  I  here  profier  thee,  is  as  delicious  £rom  an 
earthen  vessel  as  from  a  goblet  of  gold." 

The  Earl  of  Huntingdon  made  a  suitable  reply, 
gratefully  acknowledging  the  various  important 
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fi«>rvice8  he  had  received  from  the  generous  Soldan ; 
but  when  he  had  pledged  Saladin  in  the  bowl  of 
sherbet,  which  the  Soldan  had  pro£Fered  to  him,  he 
coold  fiot  help  remarking  with  a  smile,  <*  The  brave 
cavalier,  Ilderim,  knew  not  of  the  formation  of  ice, 
but  the  munificent  Soldan  cools  his  sherbet  with 
snow.** 

*'  Wouldst  thou  have  an  Arab  or  a  Curdman  as 
wise  as  a  Hakim  ?**  said  the  Soldan.  *<  He  who 
does  on  a  disguise  must  make  the  sentiments  of  his 
heart  and  the  learning  of  his  head  accord  with  the 
dress  which  he  assumes.  I  desired  to  see  how 
a  brave  and  single-hearted  cavalier  of  Frangistan 
would  conduct  himself  in  debate  with  such  a  chief 
as  I  then  seemed  ;  and  I  questioned  the  truth  of  a 
well-known  fact,  to  know  by  what  arguments  thou 
wouldst  support  thy  assertion." 

While  they  were  speaking,  the  Archduke  of 
Austria,  who  stood  a  little  apart,  was  struck  with 
the  mention  of  iced  sherbet,  and  took  with  pleasure 
and  some  bluntness  the  deep  goblet,  as  the  Earl  of 
Huntingdon  was  about  to  replace  it. 

<'  Most  delicious  I''  he  exclaimed,  after  a  deep 
draught,  which  the  heat  of  the  weather,  and  the 
feverishness  following  the  debauch  of  the  preceding 
day,  had  rendered  doubly  acceptable.  He  sighed 
as  he  handed  the  cup  to  the  Grand  Master  of  the 
Templars.  Saladin  made  a  sign  to  the  dwarf,  who 
advanced  and  pronounced,  with  a  harsh  voice,  the 
words,  Accipe  hoc  !  The  Templar  started,  like  a 
steed  who  sees  a  lion  under  a  bush  beside  the  path- 
way ;  yet  instantly  recovered,  and  to  hide,  perhaps, 
his  confusion,  raised  the  goblet  to  ?i  >s  lips — ^but  those 
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lipft  never  toavhed  thai  goblet's  rim.  The  sabre  of 
Sidadin  left  iu  sheadi  as  lightning  leaves  the  doud. 
It  was  waved  in  the  air, — and  the  head  of  the  Crrand 
Master  rolled  to  the  extremity  of  the  tent,  while 
the  trunk  remained  for  a  second  standing,  with 
the  goblet  still  clenched  in  its  grasp,  then  feU,  tte 
liquor  mingling  with  the  blood  that  spurted  from 
the  veins.* 

There  was  a  general  exclamation  of  treason,  and 
Austria,  nearest  to  whom  Saladin  stood  with  the 
bloody  sabre  in  his  hand,  started  back  as  if  appre- 
hensive that  his  turn  was  to  come  next.  Richard 
and  others  lud  hand  on  their  swords. 

**  Fear  nothing,  noble  Austria,"  said  Saladin,  as 
composedly  as  if  nothing  had  happened,  **  nor  yon, 
royid  England,  be  wroth  at  what  yon  have  seen. 
Not  for  his  manifold  treasons ; — ^not  for  the  attempt 
which,  as  may  be  vouched  by  his  own  squire,  he 
instigated  against  King  Richard's  life  ; — not  that 
he  pursued  the  Prince  of  Scotland  and  mysdf  in 
the  desert,  reducing  us  to  save  our  fives  by  the 
speed  of  our  horses ; — ^not  that  he  had  sdrred  up 
the  Maronites  to  attack  us  upon  this  very  occaston, 
had  I  not  brought  up  unexpectedly  so  many  Arabs 
as  rendered  the  scheme  abortive ; — ^not  for  any  or 
all  of  these  crimes  does  he  now  lie  there,  although 
each  were  deserving  such  a  doom ;— but  because, 
scarce  half  an  hour  ere  he  polluted  our  presence,  as 
the  simoom  empoisons  the  atmosphere,  he  poniarded 
his  comrade  and  accomplice,  Conrade  of  Montset- 
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rat,  ^t  he  should  confess  the  infamoas  plots  in 
nrhich  they  had  both  been  engaged/* 

•<  Howl  Conrade  murdered? — And  by  the  Grand 
Master,  his  sponsor  and  most  intimate  friend !'' 
exdaimed  Richard.  **  Noble  Soldan,  I  would 
not  doubt  thee— yet  this  mnst  be  proved — other- 
wise"  

"  There  stands  the  evidence,"  said  Saladin,  point- 
ing to  the  terrified  dwarf.  **  Allah,  who  sends  the 
fire-fty  to  illuminate  the  night  season,  can  discover 
secret  crimes  by  the  most  contemptible  means." 

The  Soldan  proceeded  to  tell  the  dwarf's  story, 
which  amounted  to  this. — In  his  foolish  curiosity, 
or,  as  he  partly  confessed,  with  some  thoughts  of 
pilfering,  Nectabanus  had  strayed  into  the  tent  of 
Conrade,  which  had  been  deserted  by  his  attend- 
ants, some  of  whom  had  left  the  encampment  to 
carry  the  news  of  his  defeat  to  his  brother,  and 
others  were  availing  themselves  of  the  means  which 
Saladin  had  supplied  for  revelling.  The  wounded 
man  slept  under  the  influence  of  Saladih's  wonder- 
ful talisman,  so  that  the  dwurf  had  opportunity  to 
pry  about  at  pleasm'e,  until  he  was  frightened  into 
concealment  by  the  sound  of  a  heavy  step.  He 
skulked  behind  a  curtain,  yet  could  see  the  mo- 
tions, and  hear  the  words,  of  the  Grand  Master, 
who  entered,  and  carefully  secured  the  covering  of 
the  pavilion  behind  him.  His  victim  started  from 
sleep,  and  it  would  appear  that  he  instantly  sus- 
pected the  purpose  of  his  old  associate,  for  it  was 
in  a  tone  of  alarm  that  he  demanded  wherefore  he 
disturbed  him  ? 
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**  I  come  to  confess  and  to  absolve  thee^^'  i 
ed  the  Grand  Master. 

Of  their  further  speech  the  terrified  dwarf  re- 
membered little,  save  that  Conrade  impl<»ed  the 
Grand  Master  not  to  break  a  woonded  reed,  and 
that  the  Templar  struck  him  to  the  heart  with  a 
Torkish  dagger,  with  the  words  accipe  hoe — ^words 
which  long  afWwards  haunted  the  terrified  imagi 
nation  of  the  concealed  witness. 

«  I  verified  the  tale,"  said  Saladin,  <<  by  cansins 
the  body  to  be  examined ;  and  I  made  this  unhiqypy 
being,  whom  Allah  hath  made  the  discoverer  of  th« 
crime,  repeat  in  your  own  presence  the  words  which 
the  murderer  spoke ;  and  you  yourselves  saw  the 
e£Fect  which  they  produced  upon  his  cmiscienoe  I" 

The  Soldan  paused,  and  ike  King  of  England 
broke  silence : — 

**  If  this  be  true,  as  I  doubt  not,  we  have  wit- 
nessed a  great  act  of  justice,  though  it  bmre  a  dif- 
ferent aspect.  But  wherefore  in  this  presmice  ? 
wherefore  with  thine  own  hand  ?** 

"  I  had  designed  otherwise,'*  said  Sakdia ;  **  biH 
had  I  not  hastened  his  doom,  it  had  been  altoge- 
ther averted,  since,  if  I  had  permitted  him  to  taste 
of  my  cup,  as  he  was  about  to  do,  how  could  I, 
without  incurring  the  brand  of  inhospitality,  have 
done  him  to  death  as  he  deserved  ?  Had  he  mur- 
dered my  father,  and  afterwards  partaken  of  my 
food  and  my  bowl,  not  a  hair  of  his  head  could 
have  been  injured  by  me.  But  enough  of  him— - 
let  his  carcass  and  Ids  memory  be  removed  from 
amongst  us.** 

The  body  was  carried  away,  and  the  marks  of 
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ffie  skMighter  obliterated  or  concealed  with  such 
ready  dexterity,  as  showed  that  the  case  was  not 
altogether  so  anoommon  as  to  paralyse  the  assist- 
ants and  officers  of  Saladin's  household. 

But  the  Christian  princes  felt  that  the  scene 
which  they  had  beheld  weighed  heavily  on  their 
spirits,  and  although,  at  the  courteous  invitation  of 
t^e  Soldan,  they  assumed  their  seats  at  the  banquet, 
yet  it  was  with  the  silence  of  doubt  and  amazement. 
The  spirits  of  Richard  alone  surmounted  all  cause 
for  suspicion  or  embarrassment.  Yet  he,  too,  seem- 
ed to  ruminate  on  some  proposition,  as  if  he  were 
desirous  of  making  it  in  the  most  insinuating  and 
acceptable  manner  which  was  possible.  At  length 
he  drank  off  a  large  bowl  of  wine,  and,  addressing 
the  Soldan,  desired  to  know  whether  it  was  not 
true  that  he  had  honoured  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon 
wi^  a  personal  encounter. 

Saladin  answered  with  a  smile,  that  he  had  proved 
his  horse  and  his  weapons  with  the  heir  of  Scot- 
land, as  cavaliers  are  wont  to  do  wiUi  each  other 
when  they  meet  in  the  desert — and  modestly  added, 
that  though  the  combat  was  not  entirely  decisive, 
he  had  not,  on  his  part,  much  reason  to  pride  him- 
self on  the  event.  The  Soot,  on  the  other  hand,  dis- 
daimed  the  atlnhuted  superiority,  and  wished  to 
assign  it  to  the  Soldan. 

<<  Enough  of  honour  thou  hast  had  in  the  en- 
counter," said  Richard,  <<  and  I  envy  thee  more 
for  that,  than  for  the  smiles  of  Edith  Plantagenet, 
though  one  of  them  might  reward  a  bloody  day's 
work^— But  what  say  yon,  noble  princes ;  is  it  fit* 
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ting  that  taeh  a  royal  ring  of  ooiyaky  should  Inreak 
op  without  somathing  Whig  doae  for  fatore  times 
tospaakof?  Whatistheorarthrowaiiddeathof a 
traitor,  to  taeh  a  fair  garlaad  of  honour  as  is  here 
assembled,  and  whish  ought  not  to  part  without 
witnessmg  something  more  worthy  of  their  r^;ard  ? 
How  say  yoo,  princely  Soldan — What  if  we  two 
shoold  now,  and  hefore  tins  hit  company,  decide 
the  long-contended  question  for  this  land  of  Pales- 
tine, and  end  at  once  these  tedious  wars  ?  Yonder 
are  the  lists  ready,  nor  can  Paynimrie  erer  hope  a 
better  diampion  than  thou.  I,  unless  worthier  of- 
fers, will  lay  dewn  my  gauntlet  in  behalf  of  Chris- 
tendom, and,  in  all  lore  and  honour,  we  will  do 
mortal  battle  for  the  possession  of  Jerusalem.*' 

There  was  a  deep  passe  for  the  Sohian*s  answer. 
His  dieek  and  brow  coloured  highly,  and  it  was  the 
Of  inion  of  many  present,  that  he  hesitated  whether 
he  should  accept  the  challenge.  At  length  he  said, 
<<  Fighting  for  the  Holy  City  against  those  whom 
we  regard  as  idolaters,  and  worshippers  of  stocks 
and  stones,  and  graven  images,  I  might  confide 
that  AUah  woidd  strengthen  my  arm ;  or  if  I  fell 
beneath  the  sword  of  the  Melet^  Rie^  I  could  not 
pass  to  Paradise  by  a  BMMre  glorious  deaUu  But 
Allah  has  already  given  Jemsaiem  to  the  true 
belieyers,  and  it  were  a  tenq»ting  the  €kMi  of  the 
Prophet  to  peril,  upon  my  own  personal  strength 
and  skill,  that  wliidi  I  hold  securely  by  the  supe- 
riority of  my  forces.** 

<<  If  not  for  Jerusal^n,  then,**  said  Richard,  in 
the  tone  of  one  who  would  entreat  a  fiivour  of  an 
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intimate  friend,  "  yet,  for  the  love  of  honour,  let 
us  run  at  least  three  courses  with  grinded  lances  ?" 

'<  Even  this,**  said  Saladin,  half  smiling  at  Coeur 
de  Lion*s  a£Pectionate  earnestness  for  the  comhat, 
"  even  this  I  may  not  lawfully  do.  The  master 
places  the  shepherd  over  the  flock,  not  for  the  shep- 
Iwrd's  own  sake,  hot  for  the  sake  of  the  sheep. 
Had  I  a  son  to  hold  the  sceptre  wk«n  I  feU,  I 
might  have  had  the  Hberty,  as  I  have  the  will,  to 
brave  this  bold  encomfter ;  but  your  own  Scriptute 
sayeth,  that  when  the  herdsman  is  smitten,  the 
sheep  are  scattered." 

**  Thou  hast  had  i^l  the  fortune,'*  said  Richard, 
turning  to  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon  with  a  sigh. 
**- 1  would  have  given  the  best  year  in  my  life  for 
that  one  half  hour  beside  th^  Diamoivd  of  the  De- 
sert I*' 

The  chivalrous  extravagance  of  Richard  awaken- 
ed the  spirits  of  t^  assemltiy,  and  when  at  length 
they  arose  to  depart,  Saladin  advanced  and  took 
Coeur  de  Lion  by  the  hand. 

"  Noble  King  of  Ei^fland/*  he  said,  "  we  now 
part,  never  to  meet  again.  That  your  league  19 
dissolved,  no  more  to  be  reunited,  and  that  youv 
native  forces  are  far  too  few  to  enable  you  to  pro- 
secute your  enterprise,  is  as  well  known  to  me  as 
to  yourself.  I  may  not  yield  you  up  that  Jerusalem 
which  you  so  much  desire  to  hold.  It  is  to  us,  as 
to  you,  a  Holy  City.  But  whatever  other  terms 
Richard  demands  of  Saladin,  shall  be  as  willingly 
yielded  as  yonder  fountain  yields  its  waters.  Ay, 
and  the  same  should  be  as  frankly  aflPorded  by  Sd- 
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ladin,  if  Ridiard  stood  in  the  desert  with  hat  two 
archers  in  his  train  I** 


The  next  day  saw  Richard's  retom  t6  his  own 
samp,  and  in  a  short  q>aoe  aftarward%  the  yoimf^ 
Earl  of  Huntingdon  was  espoused  by  EdilJi  Planta- 
genet.  The  Soldan  sent,  as  a  nnplaal  present  on  Uiis 
oooasiony  the  celebrated  Tausmak;  but  tiMragh 
many  cores  were  wrought  by  means  of  it  in  En^ 
rope,  none  equalled  in  success  and  celebrity  those 
which  the  Soldan  achieved.  It  is  still  in  existence, 
having  heea  bequeadied  by  the  Eaxl  of  Hunting- 
don to  a  brave  knight  of  Scotland,  Sir  Simon  of 
the  Lee,  in  whose  ancient  and  highly  honoured 
family  it  is  still  preserved ;  and  althoi^  charmed 
stones  have  been  dismissed  from  the  modem  Phar- 
macopoeia, its  virtues  are  still  applied  to  for  stop- 
ping blood,  and  in  cases  of  canine  madness. 

Our  story  doses  here,  as  the  terms  on  which 
Richard  relinquished  his  conquests  are  to  be  found 
in  every  history  of  the  period. 
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NOTE  TO  CHAPTER  XXVIII 

Note,  p.  486. 

llie  maimer  of  the  death  of  the  supposed  Grand  Master 
•f  the  Templars,  was  taken  from  the  real  tragedy  enacted  by 
Saladhi,  upon  the  person  of  Arnold  or  Reginald  de  Chatillon. 
This  person,  a  soldier  of  fortune,  had  seized  a  castle  on  the 
rerge  of  the  desert,  from  whence  he  made  plundering  excur- 
sions, and  insulted  and  abused  the  pilgrims  who  were  on 
their  journey  to  Mecca.  It  was  chiefly  on  Ills  account  that 
Saladin  declared  war  against  Guy  de  Lusignan,  the  last  Latin 
King  of  the  Holy  Land.  The  Christian  monarch  was  de- 
feated by  Saladin  with  the  loss  of  90,000  men,  and  having 
been  made  prisoner,  with  Chatillon  and  others,  was  conducted 
before  the  Soldan.  The  victor  presented  to  his  exhausted 
captive  a  cup  of  sherbet,  cooled  in  snow.  Lusignan  having 
drank,  was  about  to  hand  the  cup  to  Chatillon  when  the  Sul- 
tan interfered.  ^  Tour  person,**  he  said,  «  my  royal  prisoner, 
is  sacred,  but  the  cup  of  Saladin  must  not  be  profaned  by  a 
blasphemous  robber  and  ruffian.**  So  sirring,  he  dew  the  ci^ 
tive  knight  by  a  blow  of  his  scimitar.— See  Gibbon's  Hiifofy. 


WMD  OF  TOLUMK  TUIRTT-BIGHTH. 
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